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24 , Broad Street. Buildings. 
asth March, 1817. 


SiK, 

If my opinion m;pectiug Mr. Riley and his Narrative 
can be of any importance, it is much at your service: and 
in compliance with your ret j nest I shall now state for your 
information, such circumstances as have come to my knotv- 
ledge. 


The first intelligence 1 received relating to Mr. Riley was 
from Mr. Willshire, (who conducts 013" coininercial establish- 
ment at Mogadore,) who, us a matter of course, informed 
me of the Shipwreck and subsetjuent ransom from slavery of 
Air. Riley and his fellow-sufferers. 

About three months ago I received a letter from Air. 
Riley dated from New York, informing me of his intention 
to publish his Narrative, and on my mentioning the cir- 
cuinstiuice to my friend Air. Green, His Majesty’s Consul- 
General at 'rangier, then lately arrived in England, he 
spoke of Mr. Rilc3% with whom he became acquainted at 
'Fangier, in the highest terais, and assured me he considered 
him as a very intelligent and well informed man, and very 
capable of giving an accurate account of his observations. 
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Soon after this I received letters from the Aniericaii 
Consul-GenemI at Tangier, James Simpson, Esip Avhosc 
account of Mr. Riley was equally favourable w'itli Mr. 
Green’s, and from the well known judgment anti exjieri- 
ence of both these Gentlemen, and their [)ersonal knowledge 
of the Author, 1 think great weight will be attaelied to such 
very respectable testimony in his favour. 

I also received a short time ago a letter from Mr. Will- 
shire of Mogadore, of which the following is an e.\ tract: — 
“ I shall always reflect with pleasure on the day that made 
“ me acquainted with Mr. Riley ; and it gives me great 
“ satisfaction to learn that he intends to publish an Edition 
“ of his Work in England, for which he not only possesses 
“ ability, but has also very considerable influence with his 
“ own government, and in consequence of it Mr. Siiujjson 
“ has been empowered (by the Government of the United 
“ States) with very extensive limits to redeem Americau 
“ shipwrecked citizens in this country.” 

With respect to the Narrative itself, it is with great 
deference that I submit any opinion of mine on its merits; 
but haAung resided several years at Mogadore, and having 
travelled several times over a considerable part of the 
country he describes, it is but a common act of justice to 
say, that I think he has given a very accurate descrip- 
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tion of what he has seen. Judging, therefore, from 
that part of his travels which accords with my own personal 
observations, it is I think fair in me to conclude that the 
remainder is described witli equal veracity. His description 
of tlie country from Santa Cruz to Mogadore, and from 
tliencc to Tangier, his account of the Arabs and obser- 
vations of their manners and customs are, I think, very 
correct. 

1 am not able to fonii a judgment ol* his friend Sidi 
Hamel’s account of Tombucloo, but I must confess that 
in the principal points it agrees with the descriptions 1 have 
heard related by several Moorish merchants that have been 
tlierc. 


I am. 


Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

JAMES RENSHAW. 


John Murray, Esq. 
Albemarle Street. 



TO THE READER. 


The following Narrative of my misfortunes and sufferings, 
and my consequent travels and observations in Africa, is 
submitted to the perusal of a candid and an enlightened 
public with much diffidence, particularly as I write without 
having had the advantages deprived from an academic edu- 
cation, and being quite unskilled in the art of composing 
for tlie press. My aim has been merely to record in j)lain 
and unvarnished language, scenes in which I was a prin- 
cipal actor, of real and heart-appalling distresses. Tlic 
very deep and indelible impression made in my mind by 
the extraordinary circumstances attending my late ship- 
wreck and the consequent miserable captivity and wretched- 
ness of myself and my surviving shipmates, and believing 
that a knowledge of many of these incidents might prove 
useful and interesting to the world, as well as peculiarly 
instructive to my sea-faring brethren, together with the 
strong and repeated solicitations of many valuable friends, 
among whom was the Honourable James Munroe, Secre- 
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tary of State, and several distinguished members of Con- 
gress; urged by these considerations, and with a view 
of being enabled by my labours to afford some relief to 
the surviving sufferers and the destitute families of diat 
. part of my late crew whose lot it was to perish in Africa, 
or who arc still groaning out the little remains of their 
existence in the cruel bonds of Barbarian slavery, I was 
induced to undcitakc the very arduous and difficult task 
(though labouring under such disadvantages) of preparing 
and publishing a work tlial proves to be so large and ex- 
j)cnsive. 

The Narrative, up to the time of my redemption, was 
written entii'ely from memory miaided by notes, but 1 com- 
milled the principal facts to writing in Mogadore when 
every circumstance was fresh in my niemory, (which is 
naturally a retentive one,) and 1 then compared my own re- 
collections with those; of my ransomed companions; this 
was done with a view of showing to my friends the im- 
paralleled sufferings 1 had endured, and not for the express 
purpose of making them public by means of the press. 
It should be remembered by the reader that the occurrences 
here recorded took jilace out of the common and ordinary 
course of a sailor’s life ; and that each particular event was 
of a nature calculated to impress itself so powerfully on the 
mind, as not easily to be cflaccd. 

b 2 
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Having in the course of my life visited and travelled 
through several foreign countries, my mind was by no 
means unaccustomed to pay attention to, and make obser- 
vations on whatever came within the reach of my notice, 
and for this reason the strange events of the Desert and the 
novel objects and scenes which I had an opportunity of 
witnessing in the country of the Moors, were not suffered to 
pass without awakening and exercising my curiosity as Avell 
as interest, and becoming the subject of a careful and 
habitual reflection. 

Respecting my conversations with the Arabs, 1 have put 
down what I knew at the time to be their exact nuraning as 
nearly as I could translate their Avords and signs combined. 
I had preA’iously learned the IVench and Spanish languages 
both by grammar and practice, and had also been accus- 
tomed to hca^’ spoken the Russian and different dialects of 
the German as well as the Portugueze, Italian, and several 
other languages, so that my ear had become familiar Avith 
their sounds and pronimciation. Perceiving an affinity 
between the Arabian and Spanish, 1 soon beg*€in to learn 
the names of common things, in Arabic, and to compare 
them in my mind with those I had met Avith in Turkish and 
other oriental history. I had no hope of ever being re- 
deemed unless 1 could make myself understood, and I 
therefore took the utmost care to treasure up every AA ord 
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and sentence I heard spoken by the Arabs, to reflect on 
their bearing, and to find out their true meaning, by which 
means, in the cours(; of a very few days, I was enabled to 
comprehend the general tenor and drift of their ordinary 
conversation, and to find out the meaning of their signs 
and gestures. companions, however, could s(;arcely 

comprehend a single word of Arabic even after they were 
redeemed. 

In regard to lla; route, and various courses of our travel, I 
would observe, that after I was purchased by the Arabian 
merchants, and tiiken off across the Desert, I was suffering 
under the most excruciating bodily pains, as well as the 
most cruel privatioiis; it will not therefore be a matter 
of wonder if on this vast, smooth and trackless Desert I 
shouhl have anistaken one eastern course for another, oi* 
have erred in computing the distances travelled pver; for 
1 was fretiuently in such agony and so weighed down 
with weariness and despair, that a day seemed to me 
of endless duration. A long experience on the ocean had 
before Uiught me to ascertain the latitude by the apparent 
height of the ])olar star above the horizon, so that in this 
paiticular 1 could not be much mistaken ; and the trending 
of the cx)ast where our boat was driven on shore, proves it 
must have been near Cape Barbas. After we approached the 
sea coast again, I became more attentive to the surrounding 
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objects as iny hopes of being ransomed increased, so that 
not only the courses but the distances as 1 have given them, 
will agree in all their essential points. 

In compiUng the Map particular care has been taken to 
consult the best authorities, but I considered at the same 
time that the information I received from my old Arabian 
master, was sufficiently conect, and wo\iid warrant me in 
giving full scope to my consequent geographical ini] sessions, 
in tracing the river Niger to the Atlantic ocean. Admitting 
that my idea hereafter prove to be just, and that this river 
actually discharges its waters with those of the Congo into 
the gulph of Guinea, I am of opinion tliat not less than oiu; 
fourth of the whole distance in a straight line should be 
added for its bends and windings in order to calculate its 
real length. 

While I was at Mogadore a number of singular and in- 
teresting transactions took place, such as do not often occur 
even in that country ; and a person might reside there tiir 
many years without having an opportunity of witnessing a 
repetition of them; yet their authenticity, as. well as of all 
the other circumstances 1 have related, can be subsfcintiated 
by many living witnesses, men of respectabihty and unques- 
tionable veracity. 
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My observations on the currents that have heretofore 
proved fatal to a vast number of vessels and their crews 
on the Western Coast of Africa, are made with a view to 
promote the further investigation of this subject, as well as 
to caution the unwary marjmer against their too often dis- 
astrous effects. 

Witli respect to the extraordinary circumstance mentioned 
in the narrative of the sudden subsiding of the surf when 
we were about committing ourselves to the open sea in our 
shatlcred boat, 1 am aware that it will be the subject of 
much comment, and ])robably of some raillery. 1 was 
advised by a friend to suppress this fact, lest those who are 
not disposed to believe in the particular interposition of 
Divine Providence should make use of it as an argument 
against the correctness of the other parts of my narrative. 
This probably would have been good policy in me as a 
mere Author, for I am pretty sure that previous to this 
signal mercy, 1 myself would have entertained a suspicion 
of the veracity of a writer who should have related what to 
me woidd have appeared such an iinpi’obablc occurrence. 
Sentiments and feelings however of a very different kind 
from any that mere wordly interest can excite, forbid me to 
suppress or deny what so clearly appeared to me and my 
companions at the time, as the immediate and merciful act 
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of the Almighty, listening to our prayers and granting our 
petition at the awful moment when dismay, despair and 
death were pressing close upon us with all their accumulated 
horrors. My heart still glows with holy gratitude for his 
mercy, and I will never be ashamed nor afraid to acknow- 
ledge and make kno^vn to the world the infinite goodness of 
my Divine Creator and Preserver. “ The waters of the sea 
had well nigh covered us : the proud waves had well nigh 
gone over our soul. Then cried we unto thee, O Lord, and 
thou didst deliver us out of our distresses. Thou didst send 
forth thy commandment ; and the windy storm ceased, and 
was turned into a calm.” 


JAMES RILEY. 



NARRATIVE, 

^c. ^c. 


CHAPTER 1. 

A brief Sketch of the Authors Life and Education^ up to the 
month of Maiji 1815. 

I WAS bom in the town of Middletown, in the State of 
Connecticut, on the 27 ih of October, in the year 1777, 
during the war between England and America, which ter- 
minated, in 1783, with the acknowledgment by the mother- 
country of the freedom, sovereignty, and independence of 
the thiitecn United States. My father, Asher Riley, who 
still lives in the same place, was bred to the farming busi- 
ness, and at an early age married my mother, Rebecca Sage, 
who is also yet living. I was their fourth child. Owing to 
an attack of that dangerous disorder, the liver complaint, 
my father was rendered incapable of attending to his usual 
employment for several years, dming which time, his pro- 
perty, very small at first, was entirely expended ; but after 
liis recovery, in 1786, he was enabled, by industry and strict 
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economy, to support his increasing family in a decent 
manner. 

It may not be improper here, before I speak of my educa- 
tion, to give a general idea of what was then termed a com- 
mon education in Connecticut.. I’his state is divided into 
counties and towns, and the towns into societies ; in each of 
which societies, the inhabitants, by common consent, and 
at their common expense, erect a school-housc in wdiich to 
educate their children. If the society is too large for only 
one school, it is again subdivided into districts, and each 
district erects a scdiool-housc for its own accommodation. 
This is generally done by a tiix levied by thcinsch cs, and 
apportioned according to the property or capacity of each 
individual. It being for the general good, all cheerfully 
pay their apportionment. Thus prepared, they hire a 
teacher to instruct their children in reading and writing, and 
some of diem are taught the fundamental rules of arithmetic. 
They, for the most part, hire a male teacher for four months 
in the year, say from Oetober to Maridi, and his compen- 
sation (at the time I am speaking of) was from six to ten 
dollars a month, with his board. In order to obtain his 
)9oard, he was under the necessity of going to each of his 
employers’ houses in rotation, making his time in each lamily 
as equal as possible and in proportion to the number of 
children therein. In this way all the parents became a(*- 
quainted with the master or mistress. In the summer, one 
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of the best informed girls in the neighbourhood was selected 
to teach the youngest children. To defray the expense aris- 
ing from tills system, a tax was laid, and every man, whether 
married or unmamed, with children or without them, was 
obliged to pay the sum at which he was rated, and in this 
maimer every one contributed for the good of the whole. 
In each society one or more meeting-houses were established, 
whose congregations were either Pi*esbyteriaus or Congrega- 
tionalists, and a minister (as he is called) regularly ordained 
and located for a yearly stipend or salary, and generally 
during life. This was an old and steady habit, 'I’he minis- 
ter was considered as the head of the school, as Avell as of 
the meeting, and his like or dislike was equivalent to a law. 
All the children in each district, whether rich or poor, went 
to this school : all had an equal right to this kind of country 
education. To one of these district schools 1 was sent at 
the age of four years, w'hcrc I continued, learning to spell 
and read, until 1 was eight years old, when my father's 
family had increased to seven or eight children, with a fair 
prosjiect of more, (it afterwards amounted to thirteen in 
number.) 

Finding it difficult to support us all as he wished, and I 
having become a stout boy of my age, he placed me with 
a neighbouring farmer to earn my living, by assisting him 
in his work. From the age of eight to fourteen years I 
worked on the land with different farmers in our neighbour- 
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hood, who having received but a very scanty education 
themselves, conceited, nevertheless, that they were over- 
stocked with learning, as is generally the case with the most 
ignorant, and in this, their fancied wisdonj, concluded that 
much less than they themselves possessed would answer my 
purpose, as 1 Avas but a poor boy ! Finding therefore that 

t 

they would lose my labour during school hours, (for they had 
always taken great care to keep me fully employed in hard 
drudgery every moment I was out of school, scarcely 
allowing me the usual hours of refreshment and sleep,) they 
kept me from school, merely because, as they stated, they 
could not get along with their work without my help. When 
m}^ parents remonstrated against sueh conduct in those who 
had come under a most solemn agreement to give me a 
plenty of schooling, they Avcrc assured “ that I was a very 
forward boy ; that I could spell and read as well as any of 
the boys of my age ; that I could repeat Avholc chapters in 
the Bible by heart, and kncAv all the Catechism and Creed, 
viz. tlie Presbyterian, which then was, and still is considered, 
all important in tliat section of the union called New 
England : that I could sing psalms in the separate meetings 
full as well as those who had learned to sing by note, 
‘ though indeed he cannot write, (said they,) because he has 
no turn for writing.' ” These representations tended in some 
measure to allay the anxiety of my parents, who wished me 
above all things to have a good common country education, 
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as they at that time had no prospect of being able to give 
me any thing better. They had taught me, both by precept 
and practice, that to be honest, industrious, and prudent ; 
to govern my passions; (which were violent;) to feel for and 
relieve the distresses of others when in my power ; to be 

mild and affable in my manners, and virtuous in all my 

« 

actions, was to be happy ; and they generally had instilled 
into my youthful mind every good principle. 

I had now attained my fifteenth year ; w'as tall, stout, and 
athletic for iny age ; and having become tired of hard work 
on the land, I ctoncluded that the best way to get rid of it, 
was to go to sea and visit foreign countries. My parents 
endeavoured to dissuade me from this project, and wished 
me to leani some mechanical trade ; but finding that I could 
not fix my mind upon any other business, they, with great 
reluctance, consented to my choice; and 1, accordingly, 
shipped on board a sloop bound to the West Indies. Having 
no friend to push me forward, no dependence but on my 
ow'n good conduct and exertions, and being ambitious to 
gain some rlistinction in the profession I had chosen, I con- 
trived to acquire some knowledge in the art of navigation, 
theoretically as avcU as praclicalh’, and at the age of twenty 
years had passed through the grades of cabin boy, cook, 
ordinary seaman, seaman, second mate, and chief mate, on 
board different vessels. J was now six feet and one incli in 
height, and proportionably strong and athletic, lien finding 
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the sphere I then moved in to be too hniited for my views 
and wishes, (it extending only from Connecticut River or 
New London to the West Indies, and back again,) I went 
to New York, where I was soon appointed to the command 
of a good vessel, and since that time have continued in 
similar employment ; making vo 3 'ages in all climates usually 
visited by American ships ; traversing almost every sea, and 
travelling by land tlirough many of the principal states and 
empires of the world. For several j’^cars I had charge of 
the cargoes as w'cll as of the vessels 1 sailed in, and had a 
fair share of prosperity until the month of January, 1808, 
when my sliip, the Two Marys of New-York, w^as seized by 
the French, as I took shelter in Belle Isle, in the Bay of 
Biscay, from some English men of war, being bound for 
Nantz ; and the ship, with her valuable cargo, was confis- 
cated, under the memorable Milan Decree of the 17th 
December, 1807, founded on the well known Orders in 
Council, of the 11th November, of the same year. I re- 
mained in France until the ship and cargo were condemned, 
and did not return to my native country and family, till the 
fatter part of tlie year 1809, with the loss, it is true, of 
nearly all the property 1 had before actpnrcd, but wiser 
than I went out ; for I had learned to read, write, and speak 
both the French and Spanish languages; had travelled 
pretty much all over France, where I had opportunities of 
witnessing nlany important operations in the science of war. 
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calculated to attract niy attention to the principles upon 
which they were founded, and I, at the same time, took 
lessons in tlie school of adversity, Avhich tended to prepare 
and discipline my mind for the future hardships I was 
destined to undergo. I now strove witli all my power to 
stem the tide of misfortune, which began to set in against 
me with impetuous force. I had become a husband and 
the father of four children, who looked up to me for suppoit, 
and I strained every nerve to retrieve my lost fortune, by 
trading to sea ; but it was of no avail ; every tiling proved 
adiersc, and after an absence of two yeais to Spain, 
Portugal, the Brazils, Rio de la Plata, or River of Silver, in 
South America, the West Indies, New Orleans, &c. 1 re- 
turned home at the commencement of the late war (1812) 
penn y less. Unarmed commerce on the ocean, my element, 
was at an end in an honourable way, and I could not obtain 
a. station I wished for in the navy, nor could I obtain the 
command of a private armed vessel that suited my views, 
owing to the Avant of funds ; nor would 1 accept the com- 
mand of a vessel and the consignment of a cargo navigated 
contrary to the laws of Avar under foreign licences : this 
considered Avould ilcrogatc from the character I always 
Avished to support, that of a true friend to my country, 
(Avhctlier in prosperity or adversity,) and a finn supporter of 
its laAvs and institutions, Avhich I had proved by long expe- 
rience in the Avays of the world to be as good (at least) as 
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those of any country under heaven. Though the offers that 
were made me were great and tempting, so that my ac- 
ceptance of them could scarcely have failed of producing 
me a handsome fortune, and that in a very short period, yet 
I remained at home during the whole war, making use of 
all my faculties to gain a decent subsistence for my family. 
Soon after the burning of the Capitol and other public and 
private buildings at tlie seat of government, by the enemy, 
in August, 1814, when their commanders loudly threatened 
to destroy every assailable place on the seaboard, I believed 
the time was near when every arm would be required for 
the general defence, particularly at the exposed seaport 
towns ; and having enrolled myself in a volunteer company 
of military exempt artillerists, composed chiefly of masters 
and mates of vessels and seamen,! had the honour of being 
chosen tlieir captain. But our services were not needed in 
the field. 
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CHAFl’ER II. 

Voyage in the Commerce from Connecticut River to New- 

Orleans. 

After the close of the war, in April, 1815, being then in 
my native state, I was employed as master and supercargo 
of the brig Commerce of Hartford, in CouiM^ctic.ul ; a vessel 
nearly iiew anti well fitted, of about two hundred and twenty 
tons burden, belonging to Messrs. Riley and Brown, Josiah 
Savage and Co. and Luther Savage of that city. A light 
cargo was taken on board, and I shipped a crew, consisting 
of the following persons, namely : (ieorge Williams, chief 
mate, Aaron K. Savage, second male, William Porter, Ar- 
chibald Robbins, Thomas Bums, and James Clark, seamen, 
lloract' Savage, cabin boy, and Richard Deslislc, (a black 
man,) cook. 'Phis man had been a servant during the 
late war lo Captain Daniel Ketchum, of the 25fn regiment 
of lliitt'd Stales’ infantry, who distinguished himself by 
taking jnisoner the English Major-General Rial, at the 
dreadful battle of Burlington Heights, in Upper Canada, and 
by several other heroic achievements. 

With this crew F proceeded to sea from the moutli of 
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Connecticut River, on tlie sixth day of May, 181.5, bound 
for Ncw-Orlcans, AVe coiitiimcd to stet;r for the Bahama 
Islands, as winds and Aveather permitted, until the twentieth 
ol‘ llu^ saint' month, Avhen wt; saw the southernmost part of 
the island of Abaco, and passing the Hole in the AVall, on 
the twenty-first, entered on the Grand ]>ahama Bank to tlu; 
leeward of the northernmost llerri Islands; from thence, 
Avith a fair wind and good breeze, we sleert'd W. S. \V. 
tAveb'e leagues ; then S. S. \V. about forty leagues, crossing 
the Bank, in from thrt^e to four fathoms Avater. On the 
morning of the tAvonly-second Ave saAv the Orange Key tm 
our storboard beam ; altered our course, and ran off* the 
Bank, leaving them on our starboard hand, distant one 
league. 'Phe Avater on this Great Bank, in most places, aji- 
pcars as Avhite as milk, owing to the Avliih' sand at the bot- 
tom gleaming through it, ami is so cleai’ that an objeet, tlu' 
size of a dollar, c;ui be easily seen lying on the bottom in 
four fathoms Avater, in a still time. Having got off’ the Bank, 
AA'c steered W. S. W. for the Double-lu'ach^d Shot Bank, and 
at meridian found ourselves, by good observations, in the 
latitude of 24. .30. being nearly that of the Orange Keys. 
Jn the aftt'rnoon it became nearly calm, but a good breeze 
sjuinging uj), Ave continued our course all night W. S. AV. 

I remained on deck myself, on a sharp look-out for the 
Double-headed Shot Bank, or Keys, until four o’clock A. M. 
when judging by our dishince Ave must be tar past them. 
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and consequently clear of that danger, 1 ordeiY'd tlie chit€ 
mate, who had charge of liic watcli, to keep a good look- 
out, on all sides, for land, white water and breakers ; and 
aller repeating the same to the people, I went Ixilow to take 
a nap. At about five (then fair daylight) 1 was aAvakened 
by a shock, and thought I felt the vessel touch bottom. J 
sprang on deck, put tlie helm to starboard, had idl haiuls 
called in an instant, and saw breakers ahead and to south- 
ward, close on board ; apparently a sound on our right, and 
land to the northward, at about two leagues distance. 'J’he 
vessel’s head was towards the S. \V. anti she running at the 
rate of ten. miles the hour. 1 instantly sciztid the helm, put 
it hard to port, ordered all sails to be let run, and the an- 
chors cleared away. The vessel touched lightly, tliree or 
four times ; when I found she was over the reef, let go an 
anchor, which brought her up in tw'o and a luilf fathoms, 
or fifiecn fi«t tvate.r, whit^h was quite smooth. We now 
handed all the sails, and lowered down the boat. I went 
in her with four hands, and sounded out a passage ; found 
plenty of water to leeward of the reef; returned and got 
under way, and at seven o’clock A. M. was in the open sea 
again, with a fresh breeze. 

'J’his being the first time, in the course of my navigating, 
that any vessel which I w'as in had struck tlie bottom unex- * 
pointedly, I own I was so much surprized and shocked, tliat 
my whole frame trembled, and 1 could scarcely believe that 
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what had happened was really true, until by comparing tlic 
causes and effects of the currents in the Gulph Stream, J was 
convinced that during the light winds, the <lay before, -when 
in the Santarem Channel, the vessel had been drifted by the 
current that runs N. N. W. (aiid at that time very strong) 
so far North of the Double-headed Shot Dank ; that iny 
Course in the night, though the only proper one I could have 
steered, was such as kept the current on the larboard bow 
of the vessel, which had horsed her across it sixty miles out 
of her course in sixteen hours, and would hav^e lauded her 
on the S, W. part of tlie Carysford Reef in two minutes 
more, Avhere she must have been totally lost. As so many 
vessels of all nations who navigate this stream have perished 
with their cargoes, and oftentimes their crews, I mention this 
incident to warn the navigator of the danger he is in when 
his vessel is acted upon by these currents, where no calcula- 
tion can be depended upon, and where nothing but very 
frequent castings of the lead, and a good look-out, can se- 
cure him from their too often fatal consetjuenccs. 

Having settled this point in my own mind, I became tran- 
quil, and we continued to run along the Florida Keys from 
W. S. W. to West by South, in from thirty to forty fathoms 
water, about four leagues distant, seeing from one to tw'o 
leagues Avithin us many rocks and little sandy islands, just 
above the Avater’s edge, with a good depth of water all 
around them, until noon on the 24th, when we doubled the 
dry Tortugas Islands in ten fathoms, and on tlic 26th ar- 
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rived in the Mississippi River, ]>assed fort St. Philip at Plu- 
queinines the same niglit, having shown my papers to the 
commanding ofiiccr of that post (as is customary.) 

My previous knowledge of the river and the manner ol‘ 
getting up it, enabled me to pass nearly one hundred sail of 
vessels that were in before me, and by dint of great and con- 
tinued exertions, to amve with my vessel before the eity t}f 
New-Orleans, on the first day of June. Here we discharged 
our cargo, and took another on board, principally on freight, 
in which 1 wtis assisted by Messrs. Talcott and Boavcj’s, re- 
sjjeetable merchants in that city. I’his cargo consisted of 
tobacco and flour. The two ordinary seamen, Francis Bliss 
and James Carrington, now wished for a discharge, and re- 
ceived it. I then shipped in their stead John Ilogan and 
J aim's Barrett, both seamen and natives of Ute state of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

With this crew and cargo we sailed from New-Orleans on 
the twenty -fourth of June ; left the river on the twenty-sixth, 
and proceeded for fJibraltar, where we arrived on the ninth 
of August following, and landed our eargo. About the 

thirteenth the schooner , Captain Priee, of and from 

New York, in a short passage, came into the Bay, and the 
captain on his landing told me he was bound up to Barce- 
lona, and that if ] would go on board his vessel, which was 
then sUinding off and on in the Bay, he would give me a late 
New-York Price Current, and some newspapers. I was in 
great want of a Price Current for my guide in making pur- 
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chases, and accordingly went on board. The wind blowing 
strong in, and the vessel far out, 1 had to take four men witli 
me, namely, James Clark, James Barrett, William Portei% 
and John Jlogan. Having received the Price Current, &(•., 
I kdt the schooner about sunset, when they immediately 
fdled her sails and stood on. As we were busied in stepping 
the boat’s mast to ssiil back, a toppling sea struck her, and 
nearly filled her with water ; we all jumped instantly over- 
board in the hope of preventing her Irom filling, but she 
filled immediately. Providentially the eaptiiin of the 
schooner heard nn; halloo, though at least a mile from us ; 
put his vessel about, came near us, sent his boat, and saved 
our lives and our boat, which being cleared of water, and it 
being after dark, we returned safe alongside of the brig by 
ten o’clock at night. When the boat filled, we wtne mon^ 
than three miles from the Hock, in the Gut, wheiethe cur- 
rent Avould have set us into the Mediterranean, and Ave must 
have inevitably perished before morning, but avc were spared, 
in order to suffer a severer doom, and miseries worse than 
death, on the barbarous shores of Africa. 

We now took on boartl part of the cargo of brantlies 
and wines, and some dollars, say about two thousand, and 
an old man, named Antonio Michel, a native of New 
Orleans, who had previously been wrecked on the island of 
Teneriffe, and was recommended to my charity by Mr. 
Gavino, Avho at that time exercised the functions of American 
Consul at Gibraltar. 
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CIlAPI’Ell ill. 

Voyage from Gibraltar iorrards the Cape dc Verd Islands^ 
including the Shipzrreck of the brig Commerce on the coast 
of Africa. 

w E set sail from the bay of Gibraltar, on the 23cl of ^\u- 
gust, 1815, intending to go by way of the Cape de Verd 
Islands, to complete the lading of tlic vesstd with salt. AVc 
passed Cape Spartel on tlie morning of the 24th, giving it a 
birth of from ten to twelve leagues, and steered oft' to the 
\\. S. W. J inteiuled to make the Canary Islands, and pass 
between 'I'enerifte and Palma, having a fair Avintl ; but it 
being very thick and foggy weather, though we got two ob- 
servations at noon, neither could be much depended upon. 
On account of the fog, we saw' no land, and 1‘ound, by good 
meridian altitudes on the twenty-eight]), that we were in tlu‘ 
latitude of 27. 3(). N. having diftered our latitude by the 
1‘orce of current, one; hundretl and twenty miles ; thus pass- 
ing the Canaries without si'eing any of them. I concluded 
we must have passed through the intended passage without 
discovering the land on either side, particularly, as it ivas in 
the night, Avhich was very dark, and black as pit(‘h ; nor 
could I believe otherwise from having had a fair wind all the 
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way, and having steered our course ever since we took our 
departure from Cape Spartcl. Soon after we got an obser- 
vation on the 28th, it became as thick as ever, and the dark- 
ness seemed (if possible) to increase. Towards evening I 
got up m3' reckoning, and exaiUined it all over, to be sure 
tliat I had committed no error, and caused the mates to do 
the same Avith theii*s. Having thus ascertained diat I Avas 
correct in calculation, I altered our course to S.W. Avhich 
ought to have carried us nearly on the course I AA’ished to 
steer, that is, for the easternmost of the Cape dc Verds ; but 
finding the weather becoming more foggy toAvards night, it 
being so thick that we could scarcely sec the end of the jib- 
boom, I rounded the vessel to, and sounded Avith one hun- 
dred and twenty fathoms of line, but found no bottom, and 
continued on our course, still reflecting on Avhat should be; 
the cause of our not seeing land, (as I mwer had passed near 
the Canaries before Avithout seeing them, even in thick Avea- 
thcr or in the night.) I came to a determination to haul off' 
to the N. W. by the wind at 10 P. M. as I should then be 
by the log only thirty miles north of Cape liojador. I con- 
cluded on this at nine, and thought my fears had never be- 
fore so much prevailed over iny judgment and my reckon- 
ing. I ordered the light sails to be handed, and the steering 
sail booms to be rigged in snug, Avhich Avas done as fast as 
it could be by one watch, under the immediate direction of 
Mr. Savage. 
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We had just got the men stationed at the braces tor haul- 
ing off, as the man at tlie helm cried “ ten o’clock.” Our try- 
sail boom was on the starboard side, but ready for jibing ; 
the helm was put to port, dreaming of no danger near. 1 
had been on deck all the evening myself: die vessel was 
running ut the rate of nine or ten knots, with a very strong 
breeze, and high sea, when the main boom was jibed over, 
and I at that instant heard a roaring ; the yards were braced 
up — all hands were called. 1 imagined at first it was a 
squall, and was near ordering the sails to be lowered down ; 
but 1 then discovered breakers foaming at a most dre:idful 
rate under our lee. Hope for a moment flattered me diat 
we could fiitch otf still, as there were no breakers in view 
ahead : the anchors were made xeady ; but these hopes va- 
nished in an instant, as the vessel was carried by a current 
and a sea dircedy towards tlio breakers, and she struck ! Wc 
let go the best bower anchor; all sails were taken in as fast 
as possible; surge after surge came thundering on, and 
drove her in spite of anchors, partly with her head on shore. 
She struck ivith such violence as to start every man from 
die deck. Knowing there was no possibility of saving her, 
and that she must very soon bilge and fill with water, I or- 
tlcred all the provisions we could get at to be brought on 
<U‘ek, in hopes of saving some, and as much water to be 
drawn from the large casks as possible. We started several 
quarter casks of wine, and filled them with water. Kvery 
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man worked as if his life depended upon his present exer- 
tions ; — all were obedient to every order I gave, and seemed 
perfectly calm ; — ^The vessel was stout and high, as she was 
only in ballast trim — ^I’he sea comlied over her stem and 
swept her decks ; but we managed to get the small boat in 
on deck, to sling her and keep her from staving. We cut 
away the bulwark on the larboard side so as to prevent the 
boats from staving when we should get them out ; cleared 
away the long-boat and hung her in tackles, the vessel con- 
tinuing to strike very heavy, anti filling fast. We, however, 
had secured five or six barrels of water, and as many of 
wine, — ^threc barrels of bread, and three or four Of salted 
provisions. I had as yet been so busily cn)j>loyetl, that no 
pains had been taken to ascertain what distance Ave were 
from the land, nor had any of us yet seen it ; and in the 
meantime all the clothing, clrcsls, trunks, &c. were got up, 
and the books, chaits, and sea instruments, were stowed in 
them, in the hope of their being useful to us in future. 

I'he vessel being now nearly full of water, the surf making 
a fair breach over her, and fearing she would go to pieces, 
1 prepared a rope, and put it in the small boat, having got 
a glimpse of the shore, at no great distance, and taking 
Porter with me, Ave were loAvercd doAAm on the larboard or 
lee side of the vessel, Avhere she broke the A'iolcnce of the 
sea, and made it comparatively smooth : Ave shoved off*, but 
on clearing away from the bow of the vessel, the boat Avas 
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overwhelmed with a surf, and w’e were plunged into the 
foaming surges : we were driven along by the current, aided 
by what seamen call the undertow, (or recoil of the sea,) to 
the distance of three hundred yards to the we.stward, covered 
nearly all the time by the billows, which, following each 
other in quick succession, scarcely gave us time to catch a 
breath before we were again literally swallowed by them, till 
at length we were thrown, together with our boat, upon a 
sandy beach. After taking breath a little, and ridding our 
stomachs of the salt water that had forced its way into them, 
my first care was to turn the water out of the bt)at, and haul 
her up out of the reach of the surf. We found the rope 
that was made fast to her still remaining ; this we carried up 
along the beach, directly to leeward of the wreck, where we 
fastened it to sticks about the thickness of handspikc'A, that 
had drifted on the shore from the vessel, and which we drove, 
into the sand by the help of other pieces of wood. Before 
leaving the vessel, I had directed that all the chests, trunks, 
and every thing that would float, should be hove overboard : 
this all hands were busied in doing. The vessel lay about 
one hundred fathoms from the be.ach, at high tide. In 
order to save the crew, a hawser Avas made fast to the rope 
Ave had on shore, one end of which we hauled to us, and 
made it fast to a number of sticks Ave had driven into the 
sand for the purpose. It was then tautned on board the 
wreck, and made fast. This being done, the long-boat (in 
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order to save die provisions already in her) was lowered 
down, and two hands steadied her by ropes fastened to the 
rings in her stem and stem posts over the hawser, so as to 
slide, keeping her bop to the surf. In tliis manner they 
reached tlie beach, carried on the top of a heavy wave. The 
boat was stove by the violence of the shock against the 
beach ; but by great exertions we saved the three barrels of 
bread in her before they were much damaged ; and two 
barrels of salted provision were also saved. We were now 
four of us, on shore, and busied in picking up the clothing 
and other things which drilled fixim the vessel, and carrying 
them up out of the surf. It was by this time daylight, and 
high water ; the vessel careened deep olF shore, and I made 
signs to have die masts cut away, in the hope of easing her, 
that she might not go to pieces. I’hey were accorilingly 
cut away, and fell on her starboard side, making a better 
lee for a boat alongside the wreck, as they projected con- 
siderably beyond her bows. The masts and rigging being 
gone, the sea breaking very high over the wreck, and nothing 
left to hold on by, the mates and six men still on board, 
diough secured as well as they could lie, on the bowsprit 
jmd in the larboard fore-channels, were yet in imminent 
danger of being washed off by every surge. The long-boat 
was stove, and it being impossible for the small one to live, 
my great object was now to save the hves of the crew by 
means of die hawser. 1 therefore made signs to them to 
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come, one by one, on the hawser, which had been stretched 
taut for that purpose. John Hogan ventured first, and 
liaving pulled off his jacket, took to the liawser, and made 
for the shore. When he had got clear of the immediate lee 
of the wreck, every surf buried him, coming many feet 
above his head ; but he still held fast by the rope with a 
deathlike grasp, and as soon as tlie surf was passed, proceed- 
ed on towards the shore, until another surf, more powerful 
than the foiTncr, unclenched his hands, and threw him widiiu 
our reach ; when we laid hold of him, and dragged him to 
the beach ; we then rolled him on the sand, until he dis- 
charged tlie salt water from his stomach, and revived. I 
kept in the water up to my chin, steadying myself by the 
hawser, while the surf passed over me, to catch the others as 
they approached, and thus, with the assistance of those 
already on shore, was enabled to save all the rest from a 
watery grave. 
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CHAl^ER IV. 

Description of the natives. — Then make war upon the creWt 
and drive them off to the wreck. 

All hands being now landed, our first care was to secure 
the provisions and water which we liad so far saved, know- 
ing it was a barren, thirsty land ; and we carried the pro- 
visions up fifty yards from the water’s edge, where we placed 
them, and then formed a kind of a tent by means of our 
oars and two steering sails. 1 had fondly hoped we should 
not be discovered by any human beings on this inhospitable 
shore, but that Ave should be able to repair our boats, 
■with the materials we might get from the wreck, and by 
taking advantage of a smooth time, (if wc should be favoured 
with one,) put to sea, where by the help of a compass and 
other instruments Avhich we had saved, we might possibly 
find some friendly vessel to save our lives, or reach some of 
the European settlements down the coast, or the Cape de 
Verd Islands. 

Being thus employed, we saw a human figure approach 
our stuff, such as clothing, which lay scattered along the 
beach for a mile westward of us. It was a man ! He began 
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plundering our clothing. I went towards him with all the 
signs of peace and friendship I could make, but he was ex- 
tremely shy, and made signs to me to keep my distance, 
while he all the time seemed intent on plunder. He was 
unarmed, ami I continued to approach him until within ten 
yards. 

lie a|)]»eare(l to* bo about five feel seven or eight inches 
high, and of a complexion between that of an American 
Indian and negro. He had about him, to cover his naked- 
ness, a piece of t'oarsc woollen clotli, that reached from below 
his breast nearly to his knees ; his hair Avas long and bushy, 
resembling a pitch mop, sticking out every Avaj' six or eight 
inches from his head ; his face resembled that of an ourang- 
OLilang more than a human being ; his e3'es Avere red and 
fiery ; his mouth, which stretched nt^arly from ear to ear, 
Avas Avell lined Avith sound teeth : and a long curling beard, 
Avhich depended from his upper lip and chin doAvm upon 
his bi'east, gave him altogether a most, horrid appearance, 
and I could not but imagine that those Avell set teelli Averc 
sharpened for the purpose of devouring human flesh! par- 
ticidarly as I conci^ived I had before seen in diffident jjarts 
of the Avorld, the human face and form in its most hideous 
and terrific shape. He appeared to be very old yet fierce, 
and vigorous : he Avas soon Joined by tAvo old Avomen of 
similar appearance, Avhom I took to be his Avives. 'f'liesc 
looked a little less fright! ill, though their tAvo e 3 'c-tcclh stuck 
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and wine which had been thrown overboard and drifted 
ashore. I was now determined to mend the long-boat, as 
soon and as well as possible, in order to have a retreat in 
my power, (or at least the hope of one,) in case of the last 
necessity. The wind lulled a little in the afternoon, at low 
water, when William Porter suceeeded in reaching tlie wreck 
ami procured a few nails and a marline spike ; with these 
he got safe back to the shore. I found the timbers of the 
boat in so crazy a state, and the nails which held tlicin toge- 
ther, so eaten off by the rust, that she would not hold toge- 
ther, nor support her weight in turning her up in order to 
get at her bottom. I tacked her timbers together,- however, 
as well as I could, which was very imperfectly, as I had bad 
tools to work with, and my crew, now unrestrained by my 
authority, having broaehed a cask of wine, and taken copi- 
ous drafts of it, in order to dispel their sorrows, were most of 
them in su«h a state, that instead of assisting me, tliey tended 
to increase my embarrassment. We, however, at last, gol 
the boat turned up, and found that one whole plank was out 
on eaeh side, and very much split. I tacked the pieces in, 
assisted by Mr. Savage, Horace, and one or two more. W'e 
chinced a little oakum into the seams and splits with our 
knives, as well as we could, and worked upon her until it 
was quite dark. I had kept sentinels walking with hand- 
spikes, to guard the tent and provisions during this time, but 
the Arabs had managed to rob us of one of our sails from 
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the tent, and to carry it off, and not content with this, they 
tried to get the other in the same way. This I wouUi not 
permit tliem to do. They then showed their hatchets and 
their arms, bnt finding it of no eftcct, they retired for the 
night, after promising, as near as J could nndei*stand them, 
that they w’ould not nnilest us further till morning, when 
they would bring camels doAvn with them. We had previ- 
ously seen a great many camel tracks in the sand, and I of 
course believed there were some near. One of the cliildren 
liad furnished us with fire, which enabled us to roast a fowl 
that had been drowned, and driven on shore from the wreck, 
on which, yith some salt pork, and a little bread and butter, 
we made a hearty meal, little thinking tliat this was to be the 
last of our provisions we should be permitted to enjoy. A 
Avatch was set of two men, who were to walk guard at a dis- 
tance from the tent, to give an alarm in case of tl^ approach 
of the natives, and keep burning a guard fire. This.Ave wero 
enabled to do by cutting up some spars we found on the 
beach, and which must have belonged to some vessel wrecked 
there before us. 

Night had now spread her sable mantle over the face of na- 
ture, the savages had retired, and all was still, except the rest- 
less and unwearied waves, which dashed against the deseited 
wreck, and tumbled among the broken rocks a little to the 
castAvard of us, where the high perpendicular cliffs, jutting 
out into the sea, opposed a barrier to their Auolencc, and 
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threatened, at the same time, inevitable and certain destruc- 
tion to every ill fated vessel and her crew that should, un- 
fortunately, approach loo near their immovable foundations : 
these we had escaped only by a few rotls. From the time 
the vessel struck to this momeut, I luul been so entirely 
engaged by the laborious exertions which our critical situ- 
ation demanded, that 1 hatl no time for reflection ; but it 
now rushed like a torrent over my mind, and banished from 
my eyes that slee|i which my fatigued I’ramc so much re- 
quired. I knew I was on a barren and inhospitable coa-st ; 
a tempestuous ocean lay before me, whose bosom Avas con- 
tinually tossed and agitated by Avild and furious Avinds, 
blowing directly on shore ; no vessel or boat sufiicient for 
our escape, as I thought it impossible Ibr our shattered 
long-boat to live at sea, even if Ave should succeed in urging 
her throu^i the tremendous surges, that broke upon the 
shore, Avith such violence, as to make the Avhole coast 
tremble ; behind us Avere savage beings, bearing the human 
form indeed, but in its most terrific appearance, whose ob- 
ject I knew, from what had already passed, Avould be to rob 
us of our last resource, our provisions : and 1 did not doubt 
but they Avould be sufficiently strong in the morning, not 
only to accomplish what they meditated, but to take oUr 
lives also, or to seize upon our persons, and doom us to 
slavery, till death should ritl us of our miseries. 

This Avas the first time I had ever sutfered shipAvreck. I 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 29 

had left a wife and five young children behind me, on whom 
I doated, and who depended on me entirely lor their sub- 
sistence. My children would have no father’s, and perhaj)S 
no mother’s care, to direct them in the paths of virtue, to 
instmet their ripening years, or to w'atch over them, and 

administer the balm of comfort in time of sickness; no 

% 

generous friend to relieve their distresses, and save them 
from indigence, degradation, and ruin. These reflections 
harrowed uj) my soul, nor could 1 cciise to shudder at these 
imaginary evils, added to niy real ones, until I was forced 
mentally to exclaim, “ 'I'hy w’ays, great Father of the. uni- 
verse, arc wise and just: and what am T ! an atom of dust, 
that dares to murmur at thy dispensations.” 

I next considered that eleven of my fclloiv-sufferers, who 
had ejitrusted themselves - to my care, were still alive and 
with me, and all but two of them (who were on the watch) 
lying on the ground, and w'rapped in the most j)rofound 
and apparently pleasing sleep ; and as I surveyed them with 
tears of compassion, I lelt it was a sacred duty assigned me 
by Providence, to protect and preserve their lives lo my very 
utmost. The night passed slowly and tediously away ; when 
daylight at Icngtli began lo daw'n in the eastern horizon, and 
chased darkness before it, not to usher to our view' the cheer- 
ing prospect of approaching relief, but to unfold new scenes 
of suft’ering, wretchedness, and distress. So soon as it was 
fairly light, the old man came down, accompanied by his 
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wives and two young men of the same family — he was armed 
with a spear of iron, having a handle made wdth two pieces 
of wood spliced together, and tied with cords : the handle 
was about twelve feet long. This he held balanced in his 
right hand, above his head, making motions as if to throw 
it at us ; he ordered us off to the w'reck, pointing, at the 
same time, to a large drove of camels that were descending the 
heights to the eastward of us, his women running off at 
the same time, whooping and yelling horribly, throwing up 
sand in the air, and beckoning to those who had charge of 
the camels to approach. T ran towards the beach, and seized 
a small spar that lay there, to parry off the old man^s lance, 
as a htmdspike was not long enough. He in the meantime 
came to the tent like a fury, where the people still were, and 
by slightly pricking one or two of them, and pointing at 
the same time towards the camels, he succeeded in frighten- 
ing them, which was his object, as he did not wish to call 
help, lest he should be obliged to divide the spoil. The 
crew all made the best of their way to the small boat, while 
I parried off his spear with my spar, and kept him at a 
distance. He would doubtless have hurled it at me, but for 
the fear of losing it. 

The small boat was dragged to the water, alongside our 
hawser, but the people huddling into her in a confused 
manner, she was filled by the first sea, and bilged. I now 
thought we had no resource, except trying to get eastward 
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or westward. Abandoning, therefore, our boats, provisions, 
&c., we tried to retreat eastward, but were opposed by this 
formidable spear, and could not make much progress ; for 
the old man was very active ; he would fly from us like the 
wind, and return with the same speed. The camels were 
approaching very fast, and he made signs to inform us, that 
the people who wt^rc with them had fire-arms, and would put 
us instJintly to death ; at the same time opposing us every way 
with his young men, with all their weapons, insisting on our 
going towards the wreck, and refusing to receive our sub- 
mission, while the Avomen and children still kept up their 
yelling.- We then laid hold of the long-boat, turned her 
over, and got her into the w ater ; and as I Avould suffer only 
one at a time to get on board, and that too over her stern, we 
succeeded at length, and all got off’ safe alongside the wreck, 
Avhich made a. tolerable lee for the boat, though she Avas by 
this time half filled Avith Avater. 

All hands got on board the wreck except myself and ano- 
ther ; Avc kept bailing the boat, and Avere able to keep her 
from entirely filling, having one bucket and a keg to work 
AA'ith. The moment Ave were out of the w^ay, all the family 
ran together Avhere our tent was ; here they Avere joined by 
the camels and two young men, Avhich avc had not before 
seen, apparently about the ages of twenty and twenty-six. 
I’hev were armed Avith scimitars, and came running on foot 
from the eastward. The old man and women ran to meet 
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theiQ, hallooing to us, brandishing their naked weapons and 
bidding us defiance. They loaded the barrels of bread on 
their camels, which kneeled down to receive them ; the beef 
and all the other provisions, with the sail that tlie tent was 
made of, &c. &c. and sent them off with the cliildren who 
drove them down. The old man next came to die beach ; 
with his axe stove in all the heads of ouv water casks and 
casks of wines, emptying their contents into the sand. They 
then gathered up all tlu^ trunks, chests, sea instruments, 
books, and rdiarts, and consumed them by fire in one pile. 
Our provisions and water being gone, we saw no other al- 
ternative but to tiy to get to sea in our leaky boat, .or stay 
and be washed oft’ the wreck the next night, or to perish by 
the hands of these barbarians, who we expected Avould ap- 
pear in great force, and bring fire-arms with them, and they 
would besides soon be enabled to Avalk to the wreck on a 
santl bar that was fast forming inside of the vessel, and now 
nearly dry at low water. The tide seemed to ebb and flow 
about twelve feel. Wc had now made all the preparations 
in our power for our departure, which amounted to nothing 
more than getting from the wreck a few bottles of wine, and 
a few pieces of salt pork. No water could be procured, 
and the bread was completely spoiled by benng soaked in 
salt water. Our oars were all lost except two that were on 
shore in the power of the natives. We had split a couple of 
plank for oars, and attempted to shove off, but a surf striking 
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the boat, came over her bow, and nearly filling her with 
water, drifted her again alongside the wreck. We now 
made shift to get on board the wreck again, and bail out 
the boat ; which when done, two hands were able to keep 
her free, while two others held her steady by i*opes, so as to 
prevent her from dashing to pieces against the wreck. 



34 


kiley’s shipwheck, and 


CHAPTER V. 

The natives seize the author hy perfidy^ and then get possession 
of the money — the author's critical situation on shore — lie 
escapes to the wreck — Antonio Michel is massacred. 

The sight of our deplorable situation seemed to excite pity 
in the breasts of the savages who had driven us from the 
shore. They came down to die water's edge, bowed them- 
selves to the ground, beckoning us, and particularly me, 
whom they knew to be the captain, to come on shore ; ma- 
king at the same time all the signs of peace and friendship 
they could. They carried all their arms up over the sand- 
hills, and returned without them. Finding I would not 
come on shore, one of them ran and fetched a small goat or 
dog skin, which, by signs, they made me understand was 
filled widi water, and all retiring to a considerable distance 
from the beach, except the old man ivho had it : he came 
into the water with it up to his armjiits, bec koning me to 
come and fetch it and drink. He was nearly naked, and 
had no weapons about him. Being very thirsty, and finding 
we could not get at any ivatcr, and no hope remaining of our 
being able to get out through the surf to sea, 1 let myself 
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down by the hawser, and went by means of it to the beach, 
where the old man met me and gave me the skin of water, 
which 1 carried off to the wreck, and the people hauled it 
up on board. This done, he made me understand that he 
wished to go on board, and me to remain on the beach until 
his return. 

Seeing no possible chance of escaping or of preserving our 
lives in any other way but by their assistance, and tliat that 
was only to be obUiined by conciliating them — ^telhng my 
inea my mind, I went again to the shore. The young men, 
women, and children, were now seated unarmed on the 
beach, hoar the water — ^thc grown people nearly, and tlie 
childi'cn entirely naked. They made all the signs of peace 
they knew of, looking upwards, as if invoking heaven to 
witness their sincei'ity. The old man advancing, took me by 
the hand, and looking up to heaven, said, “ Allah K. Beer.” 
I knew that Allah was the Arabic name for the Supreme 
Being, and supposed K. Beer meant, “ our friend, or father.” 

I let him jiass to the wreck, and went and seated myself on 
tlie beach with the others, who seemed A-ery friendly, lacing 
their fingers in Avith mine, jiutting my hat on one another’s 
heads, and returning it to me again, stroking doAvn my trow- 
sers, feeling my head and hands, examining my shoes, and 
feeling into my pockets, &;c. 

When the people hud hauled the old man on board, I 
endeavoured to make them understand that they must keep 
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him mitil 1 was released, but. they did not comprehend my 
meaning, owing to tlie noise of the surf, and after he had 
satisfaxl his curiosity by looking attentively at every thing 
he could see, which was nothing more than the wreck of the 
contents of the hold floating in her, inquiring for baftas, for 
fire-arms, and for money, its I afterwards learnt, and finding 
none, he came on shore. When he was near the beach, and 
I about to rise to nietit him, I was seized by both arms by 
the two stoutest of the 3 'oung men, who had placed them- 
selves on each sitle of me, for the purpose of safe-keeping. 
'J’hey grasped my arms like lions, and at that instant the 
•women and children presented their daggers, knives and 
spears to my head and breast. 'J’o strive against them was 
instant death : I Avas therefore obliged to remain tjuiet, anti 
determined to show no concern for my life, or any signs of 
fear. The countenance of every one aiound me now 
assumed the most horrid and malignant exprt;ssions ; they 
gnashed their teeth at me, and struck their tlaggers Avithiu 
an inch of every part of iny head and bod^'. 'I’he 3 ^oung 
men still held me last, Avhile the old one seizing a sharp 
scimitar, laid hold of my hair at the same instant, as if to 
cut my throat, or my head oft’. I (concluded my last mo- 
ments had come, and that my body Avas doomed to be de- 
voured by these beings, Avhom 1 now considered to be none 
other than Cannibals that avouUI soon glut their hungry sto- 
machs Avith roy flesh. I could only sa^s “ Thy will be done,” 
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mentally, and felt resigned to my fate, for 1 thought it could 
not be jMCventcd. But this conduct on their part, it soon 
appeared, was only for the purpose of frightening me, and 
as 1 had not changed countenance, the old man, after draw- 
ing his scimitar lightly across the collar of my shirt, which 
he cut a little, released my head, bidding me by signs to 
order all the money we had on board to be brought directly 
on shore. 

My mates and people then on the wreck had witnessed 
this scinic, and had agreed, a.s they afterwards inlbnned me, 
that if I was massacred, which they did not doubt from ap- 
pearances would soon bo the case, to rush on shore in the 
boat, armed in the best manner they were able, and revenge 
my denth by selling their lives as dearly as possible. 

When the old man had quit his hold, and 1 hailed my 
people, their hopes began to revive, and one of them came 
on the haAvser to know what they should do. I told him all 
the money which they had on board must be instantly 
brought on shore. lie was in the water at some distance 
from me, and could not hoar, on account of the noise occa- 
sioned by the surf, what 1 added, which Avas for them not to 
part Avilh the nioni^y until I should be fairly released. He 
Avent on board, and all hands hoping to procure my release, 
jnit their money Avhich they still had about them, to the 
amount of about one thousand dollars, into a bucket, and 
slinging it on a hawser, Porter shoved it along before him 
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near the beach, and was about to bring it up to the place 
where I sat. With considerable difficulty, however, I pre- 
vented him, as the surf made such a roaring, that he c'ould 
not hear me, though he was only a few yards distant ; but 
he at last understood my signs, and staid in the water until 
one of the young men went and received it from him. 'I’he 
old man had taken his seat alongside of me, and held his 
scimitar pointed at my breast. 

The bucket of dollars was brought and poured into one 
end ,of the old man's blanket, when he bade me rise and go 
witii them, he and the young men urging me along by both 
arms, with their daggers drawn before, and the women and 
children behind with the spear, and their knives near njy 
back. In this manner they made me go with them over the 
sand drills, to the distance of three or four hundred yards, 
where they seated themselves and me on tlic ground. The 
old man then proceeded to count and divide the money, 
lie made three heaps of it, counting into each heap by lens, 
and so dividing it exactly, gave to the two young men one- 
third or heap — to his two wives one-third, and kejjt the 
other to himself. Each secured his and their own part, by 
wrapping and tying it up in some of our clothing. During 
tliis process, they had let go of my arms, though they were 
all around me. I thought my fate was now decided, if I 
could not by some means effect my escape. I knew they 
could outrun me, if I should leap from them, and would 
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undoubtedly plunge their weapons to my heart if 1 attempted, 
and failed in the attempt. However I resolved to risk it, 
and made a slight movement with that view at a moment 
when I thought all eyes were turned from me ; but one of 
the young men, perceiving my manoeuvre, made a lounge at 
me witli his s(nmilar. 1 eluded the force of his blow, by 
tailing backwards on the ground ; it however pierced my 
waistcoat. He was about to repeat it, when the old man, 
bade him desist. 

The money being now distributed and tied up, they made 
me rise with them, and were all going together from the 
beach, holding me by the anns, Avith naked daggers all 
around me. There appeared now no possible means of 
escape, Avhen the thought suddenly suggested to me, to 
tempt their avarice. 1 then, by signs, made them under- 
stand that there was more money in the possession of the 
crew. 'J'his seemetl to jileasc them, and they instantly 
turned themselves and me about for the beach, sending the 
money oft’ by one of the young men and a boy. When they 
ajiproached to Avithin one hundred yards of the beach, they 
made me scat myself on the sand betAvecn tAVo of them, Avho 
held me by the anns, bidding me order the money on shore. 

1 kncAv there was none on board the wreck, or in the boat, 
but I imagined if I could get Antonio Michel on shore, I 
should be able to make my escape. I hailed accordingly, 
imd made signs to my people to liaA C one of them come near 
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tlic shore ; but as they saw, by every movement of the 
natives, that iny situation was dreadfully critical, none of 
them were inclined to venture, and 1 waited more than an 
hour, was often tinea tened with death, and made to halloo 
with all niy might, until I became so hoarse as scarcely to 
make mysell’ heard by those around me. The pity ol‘ Mr. 
Savage at last overcame his fears. lie ventured on the 
hawser, and reaching the beach in safety, was about to come 
up to me, where he would have been ceitainly seized on as 
I was, when 1 endeavoured to make him undersUind, by 
signs, that he must stay in the water, and keep clear of tlic 
natives, if he valued his life ; but not being able to hear me, 
my guards, who supposed I was giving him orders to fetch 
the money, obliged me to get up and approach him a little, 
until I made him understand what I Avanted : he then return- 
ed on board the wreck, and I was token back to my 1‘onner 
station. 

Antonio cairu^ to (he shore, as soon as he kncAv it Avas my 
Avish, and made directly tOAA urds me. The natives, expecting 
he would bring more money. Hocked about him to receive 
it, but hnding he had none, struck him with iiieir fists and 
the handles of their daggcto, and stripped ofl’all his clothing : 
the children at the same time pricking him Avith their sharp 
knives, and all seemed dcteniiined to torment him with a 
slow and cruel death, lie Ijcgged for his life upon his 
knees, but they paid no regard to his enlrealies. In hopes 
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of saving him from the fury of these wretches, I told him to 
let them know by signs that there were dollars and other 
things buried in the sand, near where our tent had stood, 
and to endeavour to find them by digging. A new spy- 
glass, a hand saw, and several other things, had been buried 
there, and a bag containing about four hundred dollars at a 
short distance from them. He soon made them understand 
that something Avas buried, and they hurried him to the spot 
he had pointed out, and he began to dig. 1 had imagined 
that if this man ivould come on shore, 1 should be enabled 
to make my escape ; yet I knew not hoAV, nor had 1 formed 
any plan for effecting it. 

I was seated on the sand, facing the sea, between the old 
man on my left, Avith his spear uplifted in his left hand, 
pointing to my breast, and the stoutest young man on 
my right, Avith a naked scimitar in his right hand, pointing 
to my head — both weajions Avere within six inches of me, 
and my guards AA'ithin a foot on esich side. I considered at 
this time, that so soon as any thing should be found by 
those who Avere digging, they Avould naturally speak and 
infonn those who guarded me of it ; (these had let go of my 
arms sometime before;) and as I Avas pretty certain that both 
of them would look round as soon as the discoA’^cry of any 
treasure should be announced, I carefully drcAV up m3' legs 
under me, but Avithout exciting suspicion, in order to be 
ready for a start. The place Avhere they were digging, was 
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partly behind us on our right, and upon tlieir making 
a noise, both my guards turned their lieads and eyes from 
me towards them, when I instantly sprang out from beneath 
their weapons, and flew to die beach. 1 was running for 
my life, and soon reached the water’s edge : knowing I was 
pursued, and nearly overtaken, I plunged into the sea, with 
all my force, head foremost, and swam under water as long 
as I could hold my breath; then rising to the surface, 
I looked round on my pursuers. The old man was within 
ten feet of me, up to his chin in water, and was in the act 
of daiting his spear through my body, when a surf rolling 
over me, saved my life, and dashed him and his comrades 
on the beach. I was some distance westward of the wreck, 
but swimming as fast as possible towards her, whilst surf 
afler surf broke in towering heights over me, until 1 was 
enabled by almost superhuman exertion to reach the lee of 
the wreck, when I was taken into the bo«at over the stern by 
the mates and people. 

I was so far exliausted that I could not immediately wit- 
ness what passed on shore, but was informed by those who 
did, that my pursuers stood motionless on the beach, at the 
edge of the water, until I was safe in the boat ; that they 
then ran towards poor Antonio, and plunging a spear 
into his body near his left breast downwards, laid him dead 
at their feet. 'I'hey then picked up what things remained, 
and made ofl" all -together. I saw them dragging Antonio’s 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 43 

lifeless trunk across the sand hills, and felt an inexpressible 
pang, that bereft me for a moment of all sensation, occa- 
sioned by a suggestion that to me alone his massacre was 
imputable ; but on my recovery, when 1 reflected there were 
no other means whereby iny own life could have been pre- 
served, and, umlcr Providence, the lives of ten men, who 
had been commifted to my charge, I concluded I had not 
done wrong, nor have I since had occasion to reproach 
myself for being the innocent cause of his destruction, nor 
did any of my surviving shipmates, though perfectly at 
liberty so to do, ever accuse me on this point : from which 
I think 1 luive an undoubted right to infer, that their feel- 
ings perfectly coincided with mine on this melancholy 
occasion. 

Hostilities had now commenced, and wc could not doubt 
but these merciless ruffians would soon return in force, and 
when able to overpower us, would massacre us all as tliey 
had already done Antonio. The wind blowing strong, and 
the surf breaking outside and on the wreck twenty or thirty 
fecjt high, the hope of getting to sea in our crazy long-boat 
was indeed but faint. She had been thumping alongside 
the wreck, and on a sand bank all day, and writhed like an 
old basket, taking in as much water as two men constantly 
employed with buckets could throw out. The deck and 
outside of the wreck were fast going to pieces, and tlie 
other parts could not hold together long. The tide, (by 
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being low,) together with the sand bar that had been fonned 
by the washing of the sea from the bow of the wreck to the 
beach, had very much lessened the danger of communi- 
cating with the shore during tliis day ; but it was now return- 
ing lo sweep every thing from tlie wreck, aided by the wind, 
which blew a gale on shore every night. To remain on the 
wreck, or go on shore, was almost certain death ; the boat 
could no longer be kept afloat alongside, iuid being without 
provisions or water, if we should put to sea, we must soon 
perish. We had neither oars nor a rudder to the boat ; no 
compass nor a quadrant to direct her course ; but as it was 
our only chance, 1 resolved to try and get to sea; expecting, 
nevertheless, we should be swallowed up by the first surf, 
imd launched into eternity all together. 

I, in the first place, sent Porter on shore to get the two 
broken oars that were still lying there, while I made my way 
through the Avater, into die hold of the Avreck, to try once 
more if any fresh water could be found. I dove in at the 
hatchAvay, Avhich was covered with water, and found, after 
coming up under the deck on the larboard side, as I 
expected, just room enough to breathe, and to Avork among 
the floating casks, planks, and wreck of the hold. After 
much labour I found a water cask, partly full, and turning 
it over, discovered that its bung was tight. This gave me 
new courage, and after upheading it, I came up and com- 
mimicated the circumstance^ to iny shipmates, and we then 
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made search for some smaller vessel to fill from the cask. 
After much toublC) a small keg was found in the after hold ; 
it might probably hold four gallons — the head of the water- 
cask was stove in, and with the help of Mr. Savage and 
Clark I got the keg full of water, and a good drink for all 
hands besides, which was very much needed. The others 
were in the meantime employed in rigging out spars which 
we had lashed together over the stem of the wreck with a 
rope made fast to their outer ends, in order to give the boat 
headway, and clear her from the wreck, when we should 
finall}' shove off. Porter had returned with the oars, and 
also brought the bag of money that had been buried, con- 
mining about lour hundred dollars : tliis he did of his own 
accortl. 

We haxl got the small boat’s sails, consisting of a jib and 
mainsail, into the boat, with a spar that Avould do for a mast, 
and the brig’s fore-topmast staysail ; the keg of water, a few 
pieces of salt pork, a live pig, weighing about twenty pounds, 
which hail escaped to the shore when the vessel struck, and 
which had swum back to us again when we were driven 
from the shore ; about four pounds of figs, tliat had been 
soaking in salt water ever since the brig Avas wrecked, and 
had been fished out of her cabin : this was all our stock of 
provisions. 

Every thing being now ready, I endeavoured to encou- 
rage the crew as well as 1 could ; representing to them that 
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it was better to be swallowed up all together, than to suffer 
ourselves to be massacred by the ferocious savages ; adding, 
that the Almighty was able to save, even when the last ray 
of hope was vanishing ; we should never despair, but exert 
ourselves to the last extremity, ^nd still hope for his merci- 
ful protection. 

As we suiweyed the dangers that surrounded us, wave 
following wave, breaking with a dreadful crash just outside 
of us, at every instant, our hearts indeed failed us, and 
there appeared no possibility of getting safely beyond the 
breakers, without a particular interference of Providence in 
our favour. The particular interference of Providence in 
any case I had always before doubted. Every one trembled 
with dreadful apprehensions, and each imagined that the 
moment we ventured past tlie vessel’s stem, would be his 
last. I then said, “ Let us pull off our hats, my shipmates 
and companions in distress.” This was done in an instant ; 
when lifting my eyes and my soul towards heaven, I 
exclaimed, *“ Great Creator and Preserver of the Universe, 
who now scest our distresses; we pray thee to spare our 
lives, and permit us to pass through this overwhelming surf 
to the open sea : but if we are doomed to perish, thy will 
be done ; we conunit our souls to the mercy of tliee our 
God, who gave tliem : and O! Universal Father, protect 
and preserve our widows and children !” 

The wind, as if by divine command, at this very moment 
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ceased to blow. We hauled the boat out; the dreadful 
surges that were nearly bursting upon us, suddenly subsided, 
making a path for our boat about twenty yards wide, 
through which wc rowed her out as smoothly as if she had 
been on a river in a calm, whilst on each side of us, and not 
more than ten yards distant, the surf continued to break 
twenty feet high, and with unabated fury. We had to row 
nearly a mile in this manner : all were fully convinced that 
we were saved by the immediate interposition of Divine 
Providence in this particular instance, and all joined in 
returning thanks to the Supreme Being for this mercy. 

As soon as we reached the open sea, and had gained 
some distance from the wreck, the surf returned, combing 
behind us with the same force as on each side the boat. We 
next fitted the mast, and set the small boat’s mainsail. The 
wind now veered four points to the eastward, so that we 
were enabled to fetch j)ast the point of the cape, though 
the boat had neither keel nor rudder: it was sunset when we 
got out, and night coming on, the wind as usual increased 
to a gale before morning, and we kept the boat to the wind 
by the help of an oar, expecting every moment to be swal- 
lowed up by the waves. Wc were eleven in number on 
board ; two constantly bailing were scarcely able to keep 
her free, changing hands every half hour. The night was 
very dark and foggy, and we could not be sure of fetching 
clear of the land, having no thin g to guide us but the wind. 
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In the morning we sailed back again for the land, and had 
approached it almost witliin reach of the breakers without 
seeing it, when we put about again. It had been my inten- 
tion after we had got to sea, to run down the coast in the 
hope of finding some vessel, or to discover the mouth of 
some river, in order to obtain a supply of Avater. But noAV 
the dangers and difficulties we should have to encounter in 
doing this were taken into consideration. If we tried to 
navigate along the coast, it was necessary to know our course, 
or we should be in iimninent danger of being dashed to 
pieces on it every dark day, and every night. The thick 
foggy Aveather Avould prevent our seeing the land in the day 
time ; whilst the wind, bloAving almost direct on the land, 
would force us toAvards it, and endanger the safety of both 
the boat and our lives at every turn or point. We had no 
compass to guide us cither by day or night ; no instnmient 
by which to find our latitude ; no rudder to steer our crazy 
boat with, nor were we in possession of materials AvhereAvith 
it was possible to make one; the boat hud no keel to steady 
her, nor Avas there a steering place in her stern, where an oar 
could be fixed by any other means than by lasliing to the 
stern ring, which afforded a very unsteady hold. On the 
one hand, we reflected that if wc escaped the danger of 
being driven on shore or foundering at sea, and should suc- 
ceed in reaching the cultivated country south of the Desert, 
we shoidd have to encounter the ferocious inhabitants, Avho 
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would not fail, in the hojie of plunder, to massacre, or 
doom us to slavery, a slow but painful death. On the other 
hand, we reflected that we had escaped from savages who 
had already killed one of our shipmates, had gained the 
open sea through divine mercy, and could stand off to the 
westward without fear of being driven on shore. In this 
direction we might meet with some friendly vessel to save 
us, which was our only hope in tlmt way, and the worst that 
could happen to us was to sink all together in the sea, or 
gradually perish through want of sustenance. 

Having considered, and represented to my companions 
the dangers that beset us on every side, 1 disked their opi- 
nions one by one, and found they were unanimously in 
favour of committing themselves to the open sea in prefer- 
ence to keeping along the coast. The dangers appeared to 
be fewer, and all agreed that it was better to perish on the 
ocean, if it was God’s will, than by the hands of the natives. 
There being a strong brticze, we stood off by the wind anti 
rigged our jib. We now agreed to put ourselves upon 
alloAvance of one bottle of water and half a bottle of wine 
among eleven of us, and a scrap of pork and two soaked 
and salted figs for each man. During this day, w^hich Avas 
the 30th Augmst, 1815, w'C fitted Avaist cloths to go round 
above the guuAvale of the boat, to prevent the sea from 
dashing over; they Avere from eight to ten inches broad, 
made from the brig’s fore-staysail, and were kept up by 
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small pieces of a board which we found in the boat, so 
that they helped in some measure to keep off the spray. It 
had been cloudy all day, and the boat leaked fester than 
she had done before. As night came on, the wind blew 
hard and raised the sea very liigh, but the boat was kept 
near the wind by her sails, and drifted broadside before it, 
smootliing die sea to die windward, and did not ship a great 
deal of water. On the 31 st it became more moderate, but 
the Aveathcr was very thick and hazy. Our pig being nearly 
dead for the Avant of water, Ave killed it, taking care how- 
ever to save liis blood ; which we divided amongst us and 
drank, our thirst having become almost insupportable. Wc 
also divided the Jiig’s liA^er, intestines, &c. between us, and 
ate some of them, (as they were fresh,) to satisfy, in some 
degree, our thirst. Thus this day jiassed away ; no vessel 
was yet seen to relieve us ; we had determined to save our 
urine for drink, which we accordingly did in some empty 
bottles, and found great relief from the use of it ; for being 
obliged to labour hard by turns to keep the boat abov’^e 
water, our thirst Avas much more severely felt than if avc 
had remained still. The night came on ver}'^ dark and 
lowering ; the sky seemed big with an impending tempest ; 
the wind blew hard from the N. E. and before midnight the 
sea combed into the boat in such quantities as several times 
to fill her more than half full. All hands were employed in 
throAving out the Avater with hats and other things, each 
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believing liis final hour had at length arrived, and expecting 
that every approaching surge would bury him for ever in a 
watery grave. 

The boat racked like an old basket, letting in water at 
every seam and split ; her timbers working out or breaking 
ofi“; the nails I had put in while last on shore were kept 
From entirely dra\^iug out, merely by the pressure of the 
water acting on the outside of the boat. Shaq) flashes of 
lightning caused by heat and vapour shot across the gloom, 
rendering the scene doublj’^ horrid. In this situation some 
of the men thought it was no longer of use to try to keep 
the boat* afloat, as they said she must soon fill in spite of 
all their e.xcrtions. Having poured out our souls before our 
God and implored pardon for our transgressions, each one 
felt perfectly resigned to his fate : this was a trying moment, 
and luy example and advice could scarcely induce them to 
continue bailing; whilst some of them, by thrusting their 
heads into the water, endeavoured, to ascertain what the 
pains of death were by feeling the effects tlie water would 
produce on their organs. Thus passed this night : all my 
exertions were necessary to encourage the men to assist me 
in bailing the boat, by reminding them of our miraculous 
escape from the savages, and through the surf to the open 
sea, and enforcing on their minds the consideration that we 
were still in tlie hands of the same disposing Power, and that 
we ought not to suppose we were aided in escaping from 
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the shore by a miracle to be abandoned here and swallowed 
up by the ocean ; and that for my own pari I still enter- 
tained hopes of our preservation ; at any mte that it was a 
duty we owed to God and ourselves to strive to the latest 
breath to prevent our own destruction. Day came on 
amidst tlicse. accumulated horrors ; it was the 1st Septem- 
ber ; thirst pressed upon us, wliich we could only allay by 
wetting our mouths twice a day with a few drops of wine 
and water, and as many times with our urine. 

'i’he wind continued to blow hard all this day, and the 
succeeding night with great violence, and the boat to work 
and leak in the same manner sis before. W orn down with 
fatigue and long-continued hunger and thirst, scorched by 
the burning rays of the sun, and no vessel appearing to save 
us, our water fast diminishing, as well as our strength, every 
hope of succour by meeting with a vessel entirely failed me, 
so that in the afternoon of the 2d September, I repre- 
sented to my companions, that as we were still alive, after 
enduring so many trials, it was my advice to put about, and 
make towards the coast again ; that if we continued at sea, 
we must inevitably perish, and that we could but perish in 
returning towards the land ; that we might still exist four or 
five days longer, by means of the water and provisions that 
remained, and that it might be the will of Providence to 
send us on the coast where our vessel had been wrecked, 
and where means were perhaps prepared to bring about our 
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deliverance and restoration to our country and our families. 
All seemed (Convinced that it was so, and we immediately 
put about with a kind of cheerfulness I had not observed in 
any countenance since our first disaster. 

From this time all submitted to their fate with tolerable 
patience, and kept the boat free, tliough we had continual 
bad weather, withdut murmuring. We wetted our lips with 
wine and water twice every day, and ate the bones and 
some of the raw flesh of our pig, with its skin ; but at length 
we become so faint as to be unable to take our turns in 
bailing, whilst the boat laboured so much as to work off 
nearl 3 ^ all tlic nails that kept tlie planks to her timbers 
above ivatcr. 

}ly the O’th September, at night, we had not made the 
land, and could not hope to make the boat hold together in 
any manner above another day. I expected we should 
have found the land that day, but was disappointed], and 
some of the people began again to despair. Impelled by 
thirst, they forgot w hat they owed to their shipmates, and 
in the night got at, and drank off one of tlie two bottles of 
wine we hatl remaining. ^Vhcn J n)entioned the loss of. the 
wine on the morning of the 7th, all denied having taken or 
drank it, adding that it was an unpardonable crime, and 
that those who did it ought to be thrown overboard in- 
stantly. From the heat observable in tlieir conversation, I 
guessed the offenders, but the wine was gone, and no remedy 
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remained but patience, and a stricter vigilance for the 
future. 

In a short time we discovered land at a great distance 
ahead, and to leeward. This gave all hands new spirits ; 
hope again rcvivexl ; the land appeared perfectly smooth in 
the distant horizon ; not the smallest rising or hill was to be 
seen, and I concluded we must be near a 'desert coast, where 
our sufferings would find no relief, but in death. We con- 
tinued to approach the land, driving along to the southward 
by a swift current, roaiing hke a strong tide in a narrow 
rocky passage, until near sunset. 

The coast now appeared to be formed of perpendicular 
and overhanging cliffs, rising to a great height, with no 
shelving shore to land on, or way by which we might mount 
to the top of the precipices. My o[)inion was, that we 
should endeavour to keep to sea this night also, and steer 
along down the coast, until by the help of daylight, we 
might find a better place to land, and where we should not 
be in such danger of being overwhelmed by the surf; but 
in this I was opposed by the united voice of the mates and 
all the people. 

The surf was breaking high among the rocks, near the 
shore : we were now very near the land, and seeing a small 
spot that bore the appearance of a sand beach, we made 
for it, and approaching it Avith the help of our oars, we 
were carried on the top of a tremendous wave, so as to be 
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high and dry, when the surf retired, on a little piece of sand 
beach, just large enough for the boat to lie on. Without 
us, and in the track we came, numerous fragments of rocks 
showed their craggy heads, over which the surf foamed as 
it retired, with a dreadful roaring, which made us feel we 
had once more escajicd instant destruction, by what ap- 
peared a mimcidous interference of Providence. 

We got out of tlie boat, and carried up the little remains 
of our water and pork, among the rocks beyond the reach 
of the surf. The remains of tlie pig had been previously 
consumt‘.d ; our boat was now stove in good earnest ; over 
our head's pended huge masses of broken and shattered 
rocks, extending botli ways as far as the eye could reach: 
our limbs had become stiff for tlic want of exercise; our 
flesh had wasted away for the want of sustenance, and 
through fatigue our tongues were so stiff in our parched 
moutlis, that wc could wWi great difficulty speak so as to be 
understood by each other, though we had finished our last 
bottle of wine between us, for fear of losing it, just before 
wc ventured to the shore through the surf. 

Being thus placed on dry land, we had yet to discover 
how we were to reach the surface above us — so taking Mr. 
Savage with me, we clambered over the rocks to the west- 
ward, (for the coast running here from E.N. E. to W. S. W. 
induced me to think we were near Cape Blanco, which 
indeed afterwards proved to be the case,) but we searched 
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in vain ; and as there appeared to be no access to the summit 
in that direction, we returned (it being then dark) to our 
shipmates, who had been busied in preparing a place on 
the sand, between rocks, to sleep on. We now wet our 
mouths with water, ate a small slice of the fat of salt pork, 
and after pouring out our souls before the universal Bene- 
factor, in prayers and thanksgiving for his mercy and his 
long continued goodness, (as had constiintly been our 
custom,) we lay down to rest, and notwithstanding our 
dreadiiil situation, slept soundly till daylight. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Sufferings of the Cr^ew, and manner of climbing over the rocks 
along the sea-shore^ under high cliffs — reaching the surface 
of the Desert — meeting with a company of wandering Arabs, 
by whom they are seized as slaves, and stripped naked. 

On tlic morning of Sejitcmbcr the 8th, as soon as it was 
light, being much refreshed by our undisturbed sleep, wc 
agreed to leave all we had that was cumbrous or heavy, and 
try to make our way to the eastward, in hopes of finding a 
plaire, whilst we had yet strength remaining, to dig for water, 
or to get to the surface of the land above us, where wc hoped 
to find some herbage or vegetable juice to allay„ in some 
degree, our burning thirst, Avhich was now rendered more 
grievous lhan ever, by our caling a few muscles that were 
found on the ro<’:ks, and extremely salt. Having agrex^d to 
keep together, and to render each other mutual assistance, 
we divided amongst us the little water wc had, every one 
receiving his share in a bottle, in order to preserve it as long 
as possible : then taking a small piece or two of pork, which 
we slung on our backs, either in a spare shirt or a piece of 
canvass, leaving all our clothes but tliose we had on, and 

1 
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our jackc.ts, we bent our way towards the east. I had, 
before starting, burietl the bag of dollars, and induced each 
jnan to throw away «*very one he had about him, as J was 
convinced that money had been the cause of our former ill- 
treatment, by tempting the natives to practise treacherous 
and cruel means, in order to extort it from us. 

We proceeded now, as well as we were able, along close to 
the water side. The land was either nearly jjcrpendicular, or 
jutting over our heads, rising to the height of from five to six 
hundred feet, and we were forced to climb over masses of 
sharp and craggy rocks, from two to three hundred I'eet in 
height, then to descend again by letting ourselves down from 
rock to rock, until we re^Jichcd the water s edge; now waiting 
for a surf to retire, while we rushed one by one past a steep 
point up to our necks in the water, to the rocks more favour- 
able on the other side, where by clinging fast hold, we kept 
ourselves from being washed away by the next surf, until, 
with each other’s assistance, we clambered up beyond the 
reach of the greedy billows. The beating of the ocean, and 
tlie force of the currents against this coast, had undennined 
tlie precipices in such a manner, that vast masses of rocks, 
gravel, and sand, had given way, and tmnbled to the shore. 
Rocks falling on rocks had formed chasms, tlirough wliich 
we were forced to pass at times, for a long distance, and 
surmounting one obstacle, seemed only to open to our view 
another, and a more dangerous one. At one place, we were 
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obliged to climb along on a narrow l(*dgc ol’ rocks, between 
I'orty and fifty feet high, and not more than eight inches 
broad ; those at our backs were perj>endicidar, and a litth' 
higher up, huge pieces that had been broken oft* from near 
the surface, and stopped on. their way don ii by olht'r frag- 
ments, seemed to totter, as if on a pivot, directly over oui’ 
heads ; while the feast slip must have plunged us into the 
frightful abyss below, where the foaming surges would in- 
stantly have dashed us to pieces against the rocks. Our 
shoes were nearly all worn off; our feet wei’e lacerated and 
bleeding ; the rays of the sun beating on our tmiaciated 
bodies, heated them, we thought, nearl}’^ to dissolution ; and 
under these towering cliffs, there Avas not a breath of air to 
fan our almost boiling blood. I had, in craw ling through 
one of the holes between the rocks, broken my bottle, and 
spilled the little water it contained, and my tongue elenving 
to the roof of my mouth, Avas as useless as a dry slick, until 
I AA'as enabled to loosen it by a feAV drops of my more than 
a tlozen times distilled urine. 

Thus passed tliis day Avith us, and when night came on, 
it brought with it new distresses. We had advanced along 
the coast not more than about four miles this day, Avith all 
the exertion Ave were capable of, AA'ithout finding any change 
for the better in our local situation, whilst our strength Avas 
<;ontinually diminishing, and no circumstance occurred to 
reAnve our hopes. We had seen this day, however, on the 
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broken rocks, several locusts, which we took to be grass- 
hoppers, and concluded, if we could once reach the surface, 
we should find herbage, at least, to feed on. These locusts 
were dead, and crumbled to dust on the slightest touch. 

We found now a good place in the sand, about one hun- 
dred feet from the sea, imder a high cliff, to sleep on ; here 
we greased our mouths by eating a small piece of salt pork, 
and wot them as usual with a sip of urine. All hands, except 
myself, had a little fresh water left ; my comrades knew 1 
had not one drop, and two of them offered to let me taste of 
theirs, with which I just moistened my longue, and after 
sending up our prayers to heaven for mercy and •relief in 
our forlorn and desolate condition, we laid ourselves down 
to sleep. 

I had, on setting out from home, received Horace Savage 
under my particular charge, from his widowed mother ; his 
father, when li^ ing, having been my intimate friend, 1 pro- 
mised her to take care of him, as if’ he was my OAvn son, and 
diis promise I had endeavoured to fulfil. He was now in 
deep distress, and I determined within myself that I would 
adopt him as my son, for his mother was poor; thatl would 
watch over his ripening years, in case we both lived, and if 
fortune should favour me in future, that he should share it 
in common with my children. 1 now took him in my. arms, 
and we all slept soundly till morning, though the change 
was so great in the night, from extreme heat to a damp cold 
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air, that we awoke in the morning (September 9th) with 
benumbed and trembhng limbs. Sleep, however, had 
refreshed us, and though our feet were torn, and our frames 
nearly exhausted, yet we chased away despair, and set 
forward on our journey. 

We soon discovered, at no great distance ahead, a sand 
beach that appearetl large, and from which the shore upward 
seemed more sloping, as if opening a way to the surface 
above it ; we also thought we should be able, in case we 
could reach the beach, to get water that would be drinkable, 
by digging in the sand, down to a level Avith the Avater in 
the sea, and letting it filter into the hole : this I had done on 
the lillle keys of the Bahama bank, with success, and expected 
it Avould be the same here ; — so wc made our Avay slowly 
along, as wc had done the day before, until we got within a 
short distance of this beach, Avhere avc met with a promontory 
of rocks, Avhich rose in height even with the surface above 
iis ; jutting far into the srn, whose w aves had Avorn in luuler 
its base to the distance of fitly or one hundred feet, and uoav 
dashed in a Avild an<l frightful manner against the jiro jc^cting 
points, which its washings for ages had formed underneath. 
To climb over this formidable olistruction, was impossible ; 
to get around it through the water appeared equally so, as 
tlicrc Avas not sufficient time, by the greatest exertion, to jiass 
before the return of the surf, which Avould inevitably hurl 
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the adventurer into the cavities under the cliff, among the 
sharp rocks, where he must immediately perish. 

Thus far we had all got safe : to advance by what appeared 
to be tlic only possible way, seemed like seeking instant 
ilcalh ; to remain in our present situation, was merely to die 
a lingering one, and to retuni, was still worse, by increasing 
our pains, without leading to any chant^ of relief. Before 
us was a prospect of getting water, and arriving at the sum- 
mit of the land, if we could only get round the promontory 
alive ; and fortunately, at tliis moment, we observed a rock 
about half-way across this point, tliat had tumbled down 
from above, and had been washed full of holes; it was 
covered by every surf, and its top left bare as the w^avc 
receded. I imagined 1 could reach it before the wave came 
in; and after making known my intentions to ray com- 
panions, I followed the surf out, and laid hold of the rock 
just as the returning swell overwhelmed me. I clung to it 
for my life, the surf passing over me, and spending its fury 
among the crags : the instant it retired, 1 hurried on to the 
steep rocks beyond the point, where I again held on, while 
another surf swept over me, and then left me to clamber up 
as quick as 1 was able on the fiat surface of the rock, beyond 
tlte reach of the waves. The tide was not yet entirely out, 
though I had judged it was ; and as it continued to fall, my 
people. Yellowing the same course, and embracing the same 
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means, all got safe to the first rock, and from th^ce to the 
place where I lay prostrate to receive and assist them in 
getting np. Though our limbs and bodies were very much 
bruised in this severe encounter, yet we felt somewhat en- 
couraged, and made for the sand beach as fast as we were 
able. We soon reached it, and began <ligging in the sand 
for water, at diflercht distances from the sea, but found it to 
be <is salt as the ocean. 

After digging several holes farther off, and meeting with 
dry rock instead of water, I pitched upon a spot for our last 
effort, and while the others were digging, 1 told them I would 
go and see il‘ 1 could get up the bank, anti if I succeeded 
that I would return in a short time with the news : the bank 
here rose abruptly, leaving, however, in some places, sufficient 
sloj>e for a man to ascend it by climbing, 'rhrough one of 
these slopes 1 made iny way up, in the hope of finding some 
green thing that might help to allay our burning thiret, and 
some tree to shelter us from the scorching blaze of the sun : 
but what was iny surprize when 1 came to the spot so long 
dcsirt'-d, and found it to be a barren plain, extending as far 
as the eye could leach each way, without a tree, slirub, or 
spear of grass, tliat might give the smallest relief to expiring 
nature ! I had exerted mysell’ to the utmost to gel there ; the 
dreary sight was more than 1 could bear ; my spirits fainted 
within me, and 1 fell to tlie earth, deprived of every sensation. 
When 1 recovered, it was some time before I could recollect 
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where I was : my intolerable tliirst however at length con- 
vinced me, and I was enabled to administer the same 
wretched and disgusting relief to which I had so frequently 
before been compelled to resort. 

Despair now seized on me, and I resolved to cast myself 
into the sea as soon as I could reach it, and put an end to 
my life and miseries together. But wheti 1 the next moment 
reflected that I had left ten of my fellow creatures on the 
shore, who looked up to me for an example of courage and 
fortitude, and for whom 1 still felt myself’ bound to continue 
my exertions, which might yet be blessed with success, and 
that at the moment when I supposed the hand of 'relief far 
from me, it might be very near; and when I next thought of 
my wife and children, I felt a kind of conviction within me, 
that we should not all perish after such signal deliverances. 
1 then made for the sea side about a mile eastward of my 
men, and finding a good place between some rocks, 1 bathed 
myself for half an hour in the sea water, w'hich refreshed and 
revived me very much, and then returned to my men with a 
heart lighter tlian I expected. I Avas very much fatigued, 
and threw myself down on the sand. They huddled around 
me, to know what success 1 had met with ; but to wave the 
subject of my sad discovery, 1 told them we could go along 
the beach for two miles before meeting again Avith the per- 
pendicular cliffs, and would find great relief by bathing our 
bodies in the salt water ; in(|uiring, at the same time, if they 
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had found any fresh in the last place they had been dig- 
ging. I thus diverted their minds, in some measure, from 
the object they wished to imiuire after ; and as 1 found they 
had dug down six or eight feet, and had Ibimd no water, 
having come to a rock which frustrated all tlKiir attempts ; 
Avith heavy hearts and tottering limbs wc staggered along 
the shore together. 

It Avas about mid-day Avhen avc got to the end of the sand 
beach ; my jieople thought it would be impossible for them 
to climb the craggy steep ; so Avith common consent we 
laid t)urs(',lves doAvn under the shade formed by a shelving 
rock, to rest, and to screen ourselves from the rays of the 
.sun, Avhich had heated the air to such a degree, that it was 
with the greatest difliculty avc could letch our breath. Thenr 
Avas no Aviiid or air stirring at this time, except the hot 
steam rising from the; sandy beach, Avhich had been Avet by 
the st;a at the last tide. 

Having lain down in our exhausted slate, neither thirst 
nor our reflcclions had jjOAver to keep our eyes open ; we 
sunk into a lethargic sleep, Avhich continued about two 
hours, during Avhich lime a light bn'eze from the sea had 
set in, and gently fanned and refreshed our debilitated 
bodies. AVc then ascended the sleep bank, craAvling fre*- 
<piently on our hands and knees. 'J’hongh I had previously 
prepared all their minds for a barr(;n prospect, y<;l the .sight 
of it, when they reached its level, had such an elfccl on their 
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senses, that they sunk to the earth involuntarily ; and as 
they surveyed the dry and dreary waste, stretching out to 
an immeasurable extent before them, they exclaimed, “ ’T'S 
enough ; here we must breathe our last ! we have no hopi' 
before us of finding either water or provisions, or human 
beings, or even wild beasts; l otJiing can live here.” The 
little moisture yet in us overtiow'cd at our e3'es, but as 
the salt tears rolled down our woe-worn and haggard 
checks, w'e were fain to catch them with our fingers and 
carry tliein to our mouths, that they might not be lost, and 
serve to moisten our tongues, that were now nearl}’^ as dry 
as parched leather, and so stiff, that with tlifheulty we could 
articulate a sentence so as to be understood by each other. 

I began now to exhort and press them to go forward : 
telling them that we still might find ix'lief, and in this effort I 
was assisted by ITogan, Avho thought irith me that it w’as time 
enough to lie down and dii', when wc could not walk. Air. 
Williams and Air. Savage were also walling, and we moved 
on slow'ly, with scarcely a ho]>e however of meeting with 
the least relief. We continued along on the eilge of the 
cliffs, which could not be less than frtmi five to six hundred 
feet in perpendicular iieighl ; the surface of the ground was 
baked down almost as hard as Hint ; it was composi;d of 
small ragged stones, gravel, and reddish earth. We ob- 
seiwed a small dry stalk of a plant, icseuibling that of a 
parsnip, though very low' ; and some dry remains of locusts 
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were also scattered on the surface as we proceeded. Near 
night we saw some small holes dug on the surface, and on 
examination found they had bc'cn made in order to get at 
the root of the dry Aveed avc had just before seen : this w't* 
conceived had been done bj: some wild beasts ; but finding 
no tracks of any kind near them, nor on the dirt dug up, I 
concluded it was done by man, and declared my hopes to 
my desponding companions of soon meeting with human 
beings. 

We procured, after great labour in digging with sticks we 
had brought from the boat, and the help of stones, a few 
small pieces of a root as large as a man's finger ; it Avas very 
dry, but in taste resembled smellagc or celery. We could 
not get enough to be of any^ material service to us, OAving to 
the scarcity of the plant, and the hardness of the ground ; 
but about sunset we discoA'cred, on a small spot of sand, the 
impci'feel track of a camel, and thought we saAv that of a 
man, which Ave took to be a very old track. 

Believing from our present feelings that we could not 
possibly survive a day longer Avithout drink, and no signs of 
finding any appearing, the last ray of hope faded away, and 
tiie gloom of tlespair, Avhich had at length settled on our 
hearts, noAv became visible in cA^ery countenance. A little 
aft'T sunset Ave saw at a considerable distance in advance, 
say three or four miles, anotlier sand beach, and I urged 
myself forward towards it as fast as I could, in hopes of 
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getting some rest by sleeping on the sand for the night, as 
the ground we were now on Avas as liard as a rock, ajid 
covered with small sharp stones. I Avas encouraging the 
men to follow on, Avhen Clark, being near me, b(‘gged me 
to look towards the beach, saying, “ I think I sec a light !” 
it AA'as the light of a fire. ! 

Joy thrilled through my veins like the clcclric spark; 
hope again revived Avilhin me, and while I shoAA cd it to ray 
sinking and despairing crcAV, I found it communicated to 
them the same feelings. I told them we must approach the 
natives, Avho I could not doubt Avere encamped for the 
night, Avith the greatest caution, for fear of' alarming them, 
and falling a sacrifice to their fury in the confusion avc 
might occasion by our sudden approach in the dark. Ncav 
life and spirits were diffused into all the crew, and avc soon 
reached a broken place in the bank, through Avliich avc 
descended carefully over the broken rocks from three to 
four hundred feet to a sandy spot near its base, where we 
laid ourselves doAvn for the night, after imploring the pro- 
tection of Almighty God, and wetting our mouths Avith a 
few droj)s of Avater still remaining in die bottles. 

The sand on Avhich Ave lay was heated by the sun’s rays 
sufficiently to have roasted eggs, and as we Averc on the side 
of a sand hill, we scraped off the top of it for a foot or two 
deep ; when finding the heat more supportable, and the 
cool breeze of the night setting in, all hands being exces- 
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sivcly fatigued, soon forgot their suficrings in die arms of 
sleep, excepting myself; for my mind had become so 
excited by alternate hopes, and fears, and reflections, tliat I 
was kept awake through the ivhole of this long and dismal 
night. I had detennined, as soon as dayhght appeared, to 
show ourselves to the natives, and submit cither to death or 
life from their hands. I had no doubt of their being Arabs, 
who Avould take and hold us as slaves, and though I did not 
expect myself to live but a short time in that condition, 
I presumed some of niy fellow sufferers might, an^l that it 
was a decree of ProvitJeiiee w hich had sc;t this alternative 
before us. 

I no longer fell any fear of death, for that would put a 
period to my long sufferings: my thirst had become so 
insupportable, that I could with difficulty breathe, and 
thought I would be willing to sell my life for one gill of 
fresh water. My distresses had been so excessive, and my 
cares and anxieties for my shipmalt's so great, that all 
thoughts of my family had been driven almost entirely from 
my mind. I couhl not sleej) — ^w'hy was 1 denied what all 
around me were enjoying ! — I shut my eyes, and prayed to 
be permitted to sleep, if only for one hour, but all in vain. 
I imagined that the savages, who were near us, would not 
lake our lives immediately, as it was contrary to the nature 
of man to slay his fellow-creatures, merely from a thirst for 
blood. 
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We had now no anns to defend ourselves, nor any 
property to excite their jealousy, revenge, or avarice — we 
were as miserable as human beings could be, and I hoped 
we should excite pity, even in the breasts of savage Arabs. 
I could hardly yet think, that we were to tall a sacrifice to 
these people, after the providential escapes we had already 
experienced : next the remembrance of my wife and children 
flitted across my mind, and 1 was forced to acknowledge, 
that however bad their situation might be, their real distress 
could in no wise equal mine, and tliat I had no right to 
repine at the dispensations of Providence, since every mortal 
has his circle wisely marked out by heaven ; and ’nothing 
but blindness to the future occasions us to complain of the 
ways of our Creator. If it was the will of the Supreme 
Being that I should again see and embrace my beloved 
family, it would certainly take place ; if not, that Power 
who ordered all things for the general good would not 
forsake them. 

Thus passed away the night, w hich had seemed to me an 
endless one. I was impatient to know my fate, and chid 
die slowness of the sun : my great anxiety and wakefulness 
rendered my thirst doubly painful, and having expended all 
the urine I had so carefully saved, 1 had recourse before 
morning to robbery, and actually stole a sip of the cook’s 
water, which he had made and saved in a bottle ; but the 
only taste it had for me, was a salt one, and it seemed (if 
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possible) to increase my burning thirst. The day at last 
arrived tliat was to decide our fate. It was the 10th Sep- 
tember. I awakened my companions, and told them we 
must now go forward and show ourselves to the natives — 
that I expected they would' seize upon us as slaves, but had 
strong hopes ihat^some of us would escape with our lives. 
1 also mentioned to them the name of the American Consul 
General at Tangier, and that if it ever was in their power, 
they must write to him, inform him of the fate of our vessel 
and her crew ; to write, if possible, to any Christian mer- 
chant in Mogadore, Gibraltar, or elscAvluTe, or to the Consul 
at Algiers, 'funis, or Tripoli, if they should hear those places 
mentioned, and exhorted all to submit to their fate like 
men, and be obedient, as policy required, to their future 
masters. I reminded them again of the former interjjosi- 
tions of Providence in our favour, and said all I could to 
encourage and persuade them, that mildness and submission 
might save our lives — ^that resistanc e and stubbornness would 
ccitainly tend to make them more miserable while alive, 
and probably prompt the natives to murder them out of 
resentment. 

All agreed to go forward, and on rising the little sand 
hills near us, we discovered a very large drove of camels at 
about half a mile to the eastward of us, with a large c'oin- 
pauy of people, in a kind of valley formed by a ridge of 
sand hills on the north next to the sea, and by a high land 
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to the south, rising from five to six hundred feet in upright 
and overhanging cliiFs — through which a little farther on we 
saw a deep hollow that appeared to have betm fornietl by 
some convulsive shock of the earth, which * ad thus made a 
sort of passage, through which camel' were enabled to pass 
up and doAvn, but with great difficulty. The Arabs seemed 
busied in giving water to theii' camels ; they saw us, and in 
an instant one man and two women ran towards us with 
great speed. As they came forward, many others of them 
Avho .saw us, also began to advance ; so taking Mr. Williams 
and Mr. Savage with me, I went Ibrward to meet them, 
bowed myself to the ground before them, and with signs 
implored their compassion. 

The man was armed with a scimitar, which he held naked 
in his hand ; he ran up to me as if to cut me to the earth : 
1 bowed again in token of submission, and he began with- 
out further ceremony to strip off my clothing. Avhile the 
women were doing the same to Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Savage. Thirty or forty more were arriving — some running 
on foot, widi muskets or naked scimitars in their hands; 
others riding on swift camels, came (juickly up : — by the 
time they arrived, however, we were all stripj>ed naked to 
the skin. Those Arabs near us threw up sand into the air, 
as the Olliers approached; yelling loudly, which I now 
learned was a sign of hostility. The one who stripped me 
had also taken the cook, and had put all the clothing he 
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liad stript from us into u blanket, which he had taken from 
off liis oAvn back for that purpose, leaving himself entirely 
naked. This bundle he laid on the negro’s shoulders, 
making me understand that myself and the black man 
belonged to him, and that we must not let the others take 
the clothes in the bundle under pain of death. 

As soon as those on the camels were near, they made 
them lie down, and jumping off, ran to us with their sci- 
mitars naked and ready for actif)n ; those on foot now 
joined these, and a great noise and scuffle ensued. Six or 
eight of them were about me, one hauling me one way and 
one another — poor Dick, the black man, partook of the 
hauling, and each man seemed to insist most strenuously 
that Me behniged of right to him. The one who siript us, 
stuck to us as his lawful pro[)erty, signilying, “ you may 
have the others, these are mine.” Tlu'y cut. at each other 
my head, and on every sitle of me Avith their bright 
^veapons, whicli fairly whizzed through the air Avithin an 
in(“h of my naked body, and on every side of me, now 
hacking each other’s amis apparently to the bone, then 
laying their ribs bare ivith gaslw's, while their heads, hands, 
and thighs, received a full share of cuts and wounds. The 
hlood, streaming from every gash, ran doivn their bodies, 
coI<»iiring and heightening the natural hideousness of tlieir 
aj)j)earance. J had expected to be cut to pieces in this 
tlreadful affray, but was not injured. 
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Those who were not actually engaged in combat, seized 
the occasion, and snatched away the clothing in Dick's 
bundle, so that when the fight was over, had nothing 
left but his master’s blanket. This battle and contest lasted 
for nearly an hour — brother cutting brolhei-, friend slasliing 
friend. Happily for them, their scimitars were not very 
sharp, so that when they rubbed off the dried blood from 
tlieir bodies afterwards with sand, their wounds were not so 
great or deep as I cx{>ected they would be, and they did 
not pay the least apjiarent attention to them. I had no 
time to see what they were doing with my shipmates ; only 
myself and the cook Avere near each other. 

The battle over, 1 saAv my distressed companions divided 
among the Arabs, and all going towanls the drove of 
camels, though they Avere at some distance from me. We 
too Averc delivered into the hands of hvo old women, Avho 
urged us on Avith stit^ks toAvards the <’amels. Naked and 
barefoot I could not go A'cwy fast, and showed the AA^omen 
my mouth, Avhich Avas parched Avhite. as frost, and Avithout 
a sign of moisture. W hen avc got nt;ar the w ell, on('. of the 
Avoinen called for another, wdio came tt) us Avith a Avooden 
bowl, that ht'ld, I shoAild guess, about a gallon t)f Avater, 
and setting it on the ground, made myself and J3ick kneel 
doAvn and put our heads into it like camels. I drunk 1 
suppose half a gallon, though I had been very particnilar in 
cautioning the men against diiuking too much at a time, in 
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case they ever came to water. I now experienced how 
much easier it was to preach than to practise aright. They 
then led us to the well, the water of which was nearly as 
black smd disgusting as stale bilge water. A large bowl 
was now filled with it, and a little sour caniefs milk poured 
from a goat skin into it ; this tasted to me delicious, and we 
all drank of it till* our stomachs were literally filled. But 
this intemperance very soon produced a violent diarrhoea ; 
the consetpienccs of which, however, were not vt;ry trouble- 
some, and as our situation was similar to that of a beast, 
being totally <liveste,<l of trlolliiug, all we cared about was to 
slake ouH unabating thirst, and replenish our stomachs by 
rc[)catcd clraughts oi’ this washy and unwholesome swill. 

We now begged for something to eat, but these Arabs 
had nothing for themselves, and seemed very sorry it was 
not in their power to give us sonu; food. 'I’herc were at 
and about the well 1 should reckon about one hundred per- 
sons, men, women, and children, and from four to five 
hundred camels, large and small. The sun beat very 
fiercely upon us, and our skins seemed ac'tually to fry like 
meat before the fire. These people continued to draw water 
for their camels, of which the animals drank enormous 
quantities. It was about 10 o’clock A. M. as I judged by 
ihe sun. when one company of the Arabs having finished 
watering, separated their camels from among the others, 
took Mr. Williams, Robbins, Porter, Hogan, Barrett, and 
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Burns, mounted them on the bare backs of the camels 
behind the hump, by the hair of which lliey were obliged to 
steady themselves and hold on, without knowing whither 
they were going, or if I should ever see them again. 1 took 
an affectionate leave of them. Tins their Arab masters 
permitted me to do without interruption, and could not help 
showing, at this scene, that tlie feeling? of humanity were 
not totally extinguished in tlieir bosoms. They then lun ried 
them oft' and ascending through the hollow or cre\ice 
towards the face of the Desert, they tvcre all soon out of 
sight. 

There remained with the party to Avhich I belonged, Mr. 
Savage, Clark, Horace, and Dick the cook. Mr. Savage 
was permitted to retain an old Cuerns(;y frock, and part of 
a pair of trow.sers about his middle, which they had not 
pulled off: but the rest of us were entirely stripped. IVIr. 
Savage, Clark, and Horace Averc forced to assist in druAving 
water for the camels, until all had drunk their fill : then 
'having filled Avith water a considerable number of goat skins, 
Avhich had been stripped olF these animals over the nec k, 
leaving tliem, otherwise, as Avhole as Avhen on their backs, 
they slung tliem by the skin of their legs on each side of 
the, camels, after tying up the neck to prevent the Avater 
escaping, by means of a small rope which they fiistcned to 
the fore legs of the skin to keep it up. They next put on 
their baskets for the Avomen and children to ride in ; these 
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wejv made of cainel’s skin, and fixed in such a manner with 
a wooden rim around them, over which the skin was sewed, 
that three or four could sit in them Avith perfect safety and 
case, only taking care to preserve tlieir bidance. These 
baskets Avere fastened under- the camels’ bellies Avith a strong 
rope. 1 Avas obliged to assist in putting them on, and was in 
hopes of being permitted to ride in one of them, but that 
Avas not the intention of my master. I, as Avell as those 
Avlio were Avitli me, had drunk a great deal of Avater, while 
Ave were at the avcH, avIucIi had passed off, as before obsen-ed, 
Avitliout doing us any injury. VV’e had been furnished also 
Avith a Jitll{' milk in our Avalcr tAVO or three times, which gave 
some relief to our hunger. 'J’he men had saddles just large 
enough for their seat : the pads are made of flat pieces of 
Avood : a ])iece of the same rises in front, being about the 
length, breadth, and thickness of a man’s hand; an iron 
rim, or a strong Avooden one, goes round on each side, 
I’oj-ming a circle ; covered AAuth a piece of skin stretched and 
sewed taut over it. The saddle is then placed on the 
canK'l’s back before the hump, and fastened tight by a rope 
under his belly. I’hus prepared, aa'^c began to mount the 
sand hills and to get up through the gulley. We were 
forct'd to Avalk and to drive the camels and keep them 
together, Avhilsi the sand Avas so soft and yielding, that avc 
.sunk into it evt;ry step nearly to our knees. The blazing 
heat of the sun’s rays darting on our naked bodies, and 
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reflected from the sand we waded tlirough; the sharp 
pointed craggy rocks and stones that cut our feet and legs 
to the bone, in addition to our excessive weakness which 
the dysentery had increased, rendered our passage up 
through this chasm or hollow much more severe than any 
thing of the kind we had before undergone, and nearly de- 
prived us of life. For my own part I thought I must have 
died before I could reach the summit, and was obliged to 
stop in the sand, until b)' an application of a stick to my 
sore back by our drivers, I was forced up to its level ; and 
there they made the camels lie down and rest. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The author and his crew are carried on camels into the interior 
of the Desert of Zahahrah — the Arabs hold a council — the 
crew are sold and distributed — the author’s remarkable 
dream — the skin and flesh are literally roasted off from his 
body and from the hones of his companions — their dreadful 
sufferings while naked and wandering about the Desert with 
their masters, subsisting only on a little camel’s milk — two 
Arab traders arrive. 

The Arabs had been much amused in observing our 
difficulty in ascending tlie height, and kept up a laugh 
while they were whipping us forward. Their women and 
children were on foot as well as tliemselves, and went up 
without the smallest difficulty or inconvenience, tliough it 
was extremely hard for the camels to mount ; and before 
they got to the lop they were covered with sweat and froth. 
Having now selected five camels for the purpose, one for 
each of us, they put us on behind the humps, to which we 
were obliged to chng by grasping its long hair with both 
hands. The back bone of the one I was set on was only 
covered with skin, and as sharp as the edge of an oar’s 
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blade ; his belly, distended with water, made him j)erfe(‘lly 
smooth, leaving no jirojcction of the hips to kecj) me from 
sliding ofi' behind, and his back or nimp being as ste.ej> as 
the roof of a house, and so broad across as to k(;ep my legs 
extended to their utmost stretch. 1 was in this manntir 
slipping down to his tail every moiiieul. J Avas forced 
however to keep on, while the camel, rendered extremely 
restive at the sight of his strange rider, avus all the time 
running about among the drove, and making a most Avoeful 
belloAving, and as they have neither bridle, halter, or any 
other thing whereby to guide or govern them, all 1 had to 
do was to stick on as avcII as 1 could. 

The Arabs, both men and Avomen, Averc very anxious to 
know Avhere we had been thrown on shore, Avhetlicr to thci 
eastward or Avestward; and being satisficxl by me on that 
point, as soon as they had placed us on the camels, and 
given the Avomen directions Iioav to steer, they mounted each 
his camel, seated themselves on the small round saddle, and 
then crossing their legs on the animal’s shoulders, sc'.t off to 
the westward at a great trot, leaving ns under the caj (! of 
the women, some of whom AA'ere on foot, and urged (he 
camels forward as fast as they could run. 'J’he heaA^y 
motions of the camel, not unlike that of a small vessel in a 
heavy head-beat sea, AA'ere so violent, aided by the sharp 
back bone, as soon to excoriate certain parts ol’ nty naked 
body ; the inside of my thighs and legs Avere also dreadfully 
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chafed, so that the blood dripped from my heels, while the 
inlcnse heat of tlie sun had scorched and blistered our 
bodies and the outside of our legs, so that we were covered 
with sores, and without any thing to administer relief. Thus 
bleeding and smarting under the most excruciating pain, 
wc continued to advance in a S. E. direction on a plain flat 
hard surface of sand, gravel, and rock, covered with small 
sharp stones. It seemed as if our bones would be dislocated 
at every step. Hungry and thirsty, the night came on, and 
no indication of stopping ; the cold night wind began to 
blow, chilling our blood, which ceased to trickle down our 
lacerated legs; but although it saved our blood, yet acting 
on our blistered skins, it increased our pains beyond de- 
scription. We begged to be jjermitted to get ofl*, but the 
women paid no attention to our distress nor entreaties, intent 
only on getting forward. We designedly sli]>ped off the 
camels when going at a full trot, risking to break our necks 
by the fall, and tried to excite their comj)assion and get a 
drink of water, (whitdi they call sherub,) but they paid no 
attention to our prayers, and kept the camels running faster 
than before. 

'I’his was the first time I had attempted to walk bare- 
footed since 1 M’as a schoolboy': avc were obliged to keep 
uji with the < anipls, running oA'^er the stones, which were 
nearly as sharp as gun flints, and cutting our feet to the 
bone at every step. It Avas here that my fortitude and 
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philosophy failed to support me ; I cursed my fate aloud 
and wished I had rushed into the sea beibre 1 gave myself 
up to these merciless beings in human forms — ^it was now 
too late. I would have put an immediate end to my 
existence, but had neither knife. nor any other weapon with 
which to perform the deed. 1 searched lor a stone, in- 
tending if I could find a loose one sufficiently large, to 
knock out my own brains with it ; but searched in vain. 
This paroxysm passed off in a minute or two, when reason 
returned, and 1 n'C'oIkK'tcd that my life was in the hand of 
the Power that gave it, and that “ the Judge of all the earth 
would do right.” 'J’hcn running with all my remaining 
might, I soon came u|) with the (aunels, regardless of mv 
feet and of j>ain, and felt ]>erfcctly resigned and willing to 
submit to the will of Providence and the fate that awiiiled 
me. 

From that time forward, through all my succeeding trials 
and sufferings, I never oncti murmured in my lurart, but at 
all times kept my spirits up, doing the utmost to obey and 
please those whom fortune, fate, or an overruling Providence 
had placed over me, and to persuade, both Dy prec-e])t and 
prat^tice, my unhappy comrades to do the same. 1 had, 
with my companions, cried aloud with pain, and beggetl 
our savage drivers for mercy, and when we had ceased to 
make a noise, fearing, as it were, to lose us in the dark, they 
stopped the camels, and again placing us on them as before, 
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drove them on at fhll speed until about midnight, when we 
entered a small dell or valley, excavated by the hand of 
nature, a little below the surface*, of the desert, al)out Irom 
fifteen to twenty Icet deep. Here they stojjpcd the camels, 
and made them lie down, bidding us to do the same. I 
judge we must have travelled forty miles this day to the 
S. K. ; the place was hard and rocky, not even sand to lie 
on, nor aii}'^ cov(!i‘ing to sh('-lter us or keep oft’ the cold damj) 
wind that blew strong from the sea. 

They soon set jUjouI milking, and flien gave us each about 
a pint of pure milk, wann from the camels, taking great 
care to dlvidt* il for us ; it warmed our stomachs, quenched 
our thirst in some measure, and allayed in a small degree 
the cravings of hunger. Air. Savagi^ had been separated 
from us, an<l I Icarnc^d from him afterw'ards that In*, fared 
better than we did, having had a larger allowanee of milk. 
Clark, Horace, and Dick the cook were still with me. AVc 
lay dow'ii on the ground as close to each other as we could, 
on the sharj) stones, without any lee to feud off the wind 
from us : r>ur bodic's all over blistered and mangled, the 
stoiu’s piercing through the sore naked ftesh to the ril)S and 
other bones. 'I’hese distresses, anti our sad and desponding 
l e.rieetions, rendered this one of the longest and most dismal 
nights ever passed by any human beings. We ke})t shifting 
births, striving to keej) off some of the cold during the 
night, while sleep, that hatl hitherto relieved our distresses 
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and fatigues, fled from us in spite of all our efforts and 
solicitude to embrace it; nor were we able to close our 
eyes. 

The morning of the lltli came on at last, and our indus> 
trious mistresses, having milked a little from the camels, and 
allowed the young ones to suck, gave us about half a pint of 
milk among four of us, being just enough Ho wet our moutlis, 
and then made us go forward on foot and drive the camels. 
The situation of our feet was horrible beyond description, 
and the very recollection of it, even at this moment, makes 
my nerves thrill and quiver. We proceeded forward, having 
gained the level desert for a considerable time, when 
entering a small valley, we <liscovercd three or four tents 
made of coarse cloth near which wc were met by our masters 
and ii number of men whom we had not belbrc seen, all 
armed with either a double barrelled musket, a scimitar, or 
dagger. They were all of the same nation and tribe, lor 
they shook hands at meeting, and seemed very fricndl}' to 
each other, though they stopped and examined us, as if dis- 
post;d to question the right of property. 

It now appeared there was still some difficulty irt deciding 
to whom each one of us belonged ; for seizing hold of us, 
some dragged one way and some anotlier, disputing very 
loudly and frequently drawing their weapons. It was how- 
ever decided at last, affer making us go different ways for 
the space of two or three hours with different men, that 
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ui3'^self and the cook should remain, for tlie present, in the 
hands o(‘ our first master. They gave Clark to another, and 
Horace to a third. ^Vc had come near a couple of tents, 
and were certainly disgusting objects, being naked and 
almost skiidess ; this was sonic time about noon, ivlien tliree 
women came out who had not before seen us, and having 
satisfied their curidsity by gazing at us, they expressed their 
disgust anti c.ontcmpt by spitting at us as we went along, 
making tlunr faces still more horrid by every^ possible con- 
tortion of their frightful features ; this we afterwards found 
to be I heir constant practice n herever we went until after we 
got off the desert. 

'rewards evening a great number of the men having col- 
lecUid in a litth' vall<!3% we wer<'. made to stop, and as our 
bodies wci c blistered and burnt to such a degree as to excite 
jiily in the breasts of some of the men, they used means to 
have a Umt cleared out for us to sit under. They tlien 
allowed all those of our crew present to sit under it ; but 
Porter and I’nirns had been separated from me shoitly after 
our capture, and, as may well be supposed, we were glad 
to meet one another again, miserable as we all were. A 
council was now held by the natives near tlie tent; they 
were about one hundred and fifty men, some very old, some 
middle aged, and some quite young. I soon found they 
were Mohamedans, and the proper names by which they 
frequently called each other were Mohamed, Hamet, Seidf 
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Sid^ullah, Abdallah, &c. so that by these and the female 
names, Fatima, Ezimah, Sarah, &c. 1 knew them to be Arabs 
or Moors. 

The council were deliberating about us; and having 
talked the matter over a long time, seated on the ground, 
with their legs crossed under them, in circles of from ten to 
twenty each, they afterwards arose and tame to us. One 
of the old men then addressed me ; he seemed to b(^ very 
intelligent, and though he spoke a language which 1 was 
unacquainted with, yet he ex|)laincd himself in such a j)laiu 
and distinct manner, sounding every letter full like the 
Spaniards, that with the help of signs I was able to under- 
stand his meaning, lie w'anted to know what country \vc. 
belonged to ; T told him we whto Knglish ; and as 1 per- 
ceived the Spani.sh language wns in sound more like that 
which they spoke than any other 1 knew, I used the phrase 
Inglesis ; this seemed to pl(^as(^ him, and he said “ O Framah, 

0 Spaniah mcatung “ or Frenchmen or Spaniards J 
repeated we were Fiiiglish. He next wanUHl to know w hich 
point of the horizon we came from, and 1 pointed to the 
North. 

They had seen our boat, which they called Zooerga, and 
wanted to know if we had come all the w^ay in that boat : 

1 told them no, and making a kind of coast, by henj)ing up 
sand, and forming the sha])c of a vessel, into which 1 stuck 
sticks for masts and bowsprit, &c. 1 gave him to understand 
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that, ^vc liad been in a large; vessel, and Aerecked on the 
coast by a strong Avind ; tlieii by tearing doAvn the mast and 
covering up the A’essel’s form Avith sand, ,I signified to him 
that she Avas totally lost. Thirty or forty of the other Arabs 
Aveic sitting around us, paying the strictest attention to every 
one of niy Avords and gestures, and assisting the old man to 
comprehend me. JJe Avished to knoAV Avhere avc Avere going, 
and Avhat cargo the vessel (which 1 noAv found they called 
Sj'cnah) had on board. J satisfi(‘d thejii in the best Avay 1 
could, on this point, t(;lling them that I had on board, 
among other things, dollars : they Avunted to knoAv how 
many, ailtl gave me a boAvl to imitate the measure of them ; 
this I did by filling it Avith stones and emptying it three 
times. 'I'liey Avere much surprized at the (piantily, and 
seenietl to be <lissalisfied that they had not got a share of 
I hem. J'hey then Avanted to know Avhich AA ay the A^essel 
lay from us, and if avc had seen any of the natives, Avhoin 
they calleil Aloslemin. 

'This 1 took to be what avc call Mussulmcn, or followers 
of the Mohameilaii doctiine, and in this 1 avus not mis- 
taken. I then exjilained to them in what manner we had 
bei'n treated by the inhabibmls; that they had got all our 
clothing, exi'cpt Avhat Ave hud on when they found us ; all 
oui- inoiK^y and provisions ; massacred one of our number, 
and drove us out to sea. They told me that they heard of 
the shipAvreck of a vessel a great Avay North, and of the 
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money. See. but that the crew were drowned in the el M 
Bahar ; this was so near the Spanish (La Mar) for the sea, 
that I could not misunderstand it. Thus having obtained 
what information they wauled on tliosc points, they next 
desired to know if I knew any thing about Marocksh ; this 
sounded sometliing like Morocco : 1 answered yes : next of 

I 

the Sooltaan, (the Sultan,) to which instead of saying Yes, 1 
made signs of assent, for I found they did no more them- 
selves, except by a cluck with the tongue. 

They wanted me to tell his name, Soo Mooky but I could 
not understand them until they mentioned Moolaij Solmaan ; 
this I remembered to be the name, of the ])resent‘ emperor 
of Morocco, as pronounced in Spanish, nearly. J gave 
them to understand that I knew him ; had seien liim Avith 
my eyes, and that he w'as a friend to me and to my nation. 
They next made me point out the direction tow^ards his 
dominions, and having Scatisiicd them that 1 kncAv which 
way his dominions lay from us, I tried to intimate to tliem, 
that if they would carry me there, I should be able to pay 
them for my ransom, and that of my crew. They shook 
their heads — it was a great distance, and nothing for camels 
to eat or drink on the way. My shipmates, who Avere. Avith 
me, could not understand one syllable of Avhat they said, or 
of their signs, and did not believe that I Avas able to c'oni- 
municate at all witli them. Having finished their couticil, 
and talked the matter over among themselves, they sepa- 
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rated, and our masters, taking each his slave, made off, 
every one his own way. Although from the conference 1 
derived hopes of our getting ransomed, and imparted the 
same to my mates and crew, yet they all seemed to 
think I was deluding them Avith false expectations; nor 
could 1 com’ince them of the contrary. We took another 
leave of each other, when we parted for the night, having 
travelled this day, 1 should guess, about •fifteen miles 
S. E. 

I had been so fully occupied since noon, that no thoughts 
of A’ictuals or drink had occurred to my mind. We had 
none of lis eat oi' drunk any thing this day, except about 
half a gill of milk each in the morning at daylight, and 
about half a pint of black beach Avater near the middle of 
the day. J Avas delivered over to an Arab named Bickrit 
and went AAdth him near his tent, Avhere he made me lie 
doAA^n on the ground like a camel. Near midnight he 
brought me a boAvl containing about a quart of milk and 
Avater; its tiiste Avas delicious, and as my stomach had 
become contracted by long hunger and thirst, 1 considered 
it quite a plentiful draught. 1 had been shivering Avith cold 
ibr a long time, as 1 had no covering or skrecii, and not 
cA'en one of my shipmates to lie near me to keep one side 
Avarm at a time. 1 Avas so far exhausted by fatigues, 
privations, &c. tliat my misery could no longer keep me 
awake. 1 sank into a deep sleep, and during this sleep 
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1 was troubled in the first place with the most frightful 
dreams. 

I thought 1 was naked and a slave, and dreamed over the 
principal incidents which had already actually passed. I 
then thought I was driven by Arabs with red hot iron spears 
pointed at me on every side, through the most dreadful fire 
I had ever imagined, for near a mile, naked and barefoot ; 
the flames up to my eyes, scorched every part of my skin 
off, and wasted away my flesh by roasting, burning, and 
drying it off to the bones ; my torments were inconceivable 
— 1 now thought I looked up towards heaven, and prayed 
to the Almighty to receive my spirit, and end my, sufferings ; 
I was still in the midst of the flames ; a briglit sj>ot like an 
eye, with rays around it, appeared above me in the firaia- 
ment, with a point below it, njaching towards the N. E. — 
I thought if I went that way 1 should go right, and turned 
from the south to the N. E. ; the fire soon subsided and I 
went on, still urged by them about me, with their spears 
pricking me from time to time, over high sand hills and 
rocky steeps, my flesh dropping off in pieces as 1 went, — - 
then descending a deep valley, I thought 1 saw green trees 
— flowering shrubs in blossom — cows feeding on green grass, 
with horses, sheep, and asses near me, and as I moved on, 
I discovered a brook of clear running water ; my thirst 
being excessive, I dragged my mangled hmbs to the brook, 
threw myself down, and drank my fill of the most delicious 
water. When my thirst was quenched, I rolled in tlie brook 
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to cool my body, which seemed still consuming with heat ; 
then thanked my God in my hcait for his mercies. 

My masters in the mean time kept hunying me on in the 
way pointed out by the All-seeing eye, which was still visible 
in the heavens above my head, through crooked, thorny, and 
narrow paths, ovci- higlt mountains and deep valleys — jiast 
hosts of armed men on horseback and on foot, and walled 
c'ities, until avc met a tall young mtan dressed in the Euro- 
pean and American manner, by the side of a brook, riding 
oil a stately horse, who upon seeing me alighted, and rush- 
ing forwartl, wild with jo}'", caught me in his arms, and 
pressed me to his breast, calling me by the endearing name 
of brother, in my own language — I thought 1 fainted in his 
arms from excess of joy, and when I revived, found myself 
in a neat room, with a table set in the best manner before 
me, covered with the choicest meats, fruits, and wines, and 
my deliverer pressing me to eat and drink ; but finding me 
too much overcome to partake of this refreshment, he said, 
“ 'Fake courage, my dear friend. Cod has decreed that you 
shall again cmbraci* your beloved wife and children.” At 
this instant 1 was called by my master — I awoke, and found 
it was a dream. 

IJeing daylight, (Sept. 12th) he ordered me to drive for- 
«ard the camels ; this 1 did for about an hour, but my feet 
were so nuKdi swelk^d, being lacerated by the cutting of the 
stones, which seemed as if they would penetrate to my heart 
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at every step — I could not lielp stooping and crouching 
down nearly to die ground. In this situation, my first 
master Ilamct observed me; he was going on llie same 
eourse, S. E. riding on his camel ; he came near my priiscnt 
master, and after talking with lum a good while, he took oft' 
the blanket from his back and gave it to Bickri — then 
coming close to me, made signs for me to stoj). lie next 
made his camel lie down ; then fixing a piece of skin over 
his back behind the saddle, and making its two ends fast to 
the girtlis to keep it from slipping off, he bade me mount oii 
it, while he got on his saddle and steadied me with his hand 
until the camel rose. He then went on the same course as 
before, in company with three or four other men, well armed 
and mounted. The sun beat dreadfully hot upon my bare 
head and bodj'^, and it appeared to me that my head must 
soon split to pieces, as it was racking and cracking with 
excruciating pain. 'I’hough in this horrible distress, yet I 
still thought of my dream of the last night — “ a drowning 
man will catch at a straw,” says the proverb, and I can 
verily add, tliat the very faintest gleam of hope will kecj> 
alive the declining spirits of a man in the deepest distress 
and misery ; for from the moment I began to reflect on what 
had passed through my mind when slccpmg, I felt convinced 
that though this was notliing more than a dream, yet still 
remembering how narrowly and often 1 had escaped imme- 
diate apparent death, and believing it was tlnough the 
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peculiar interposition of Divine Providence, I could not but 
believe that the All-seeing eye was watching over iny steps, 
and would in due time conduct me by his unerring wisdom, 
into paths that would lead to my deliverance, and restora- 
tion to my i’amily. 

I v\'as never superstitious, nor ever did I believe in dreams 
oi' visions, as they are termed, or even remembered them, 
so as to Delate any 1 ma}' have had ; but this dream made 
such an im[)ression on my mind, that it was not possible for 
hk; to I’emove, it, from my memory — being now as firesh as at 
the moment 1 awoke after dreaming it, and I must add that 
^\'hon 1 afterwards saw Mr. IVilhhire, 1 knew him to be the 
saim; man 1 had seen in my sleej). He had a particular 
mark on his chin — wore a light coloured frock coat, had on 
a white liat, and rode the same horse. From that time 
I thought if I could once get to tlie empire of Morocco, I 
should be sure to find a friend to relieve me and my com- 
panions, whose heart was already prepared for it by superior 
power. My mind was thus employ cil until w'o came to a 
little valk?y where half a dozen tents were jiitchetl ; as soon 
as we saw them, Hamet made his camel kneel down, and 
me to dismount — ^lic was met by several women and chil- 
dren, who seemed very glad to see him, and I soon found 
that tht'y were his relations. He beckoned me to come 
towards his tent, for he lived there apparently with his 
mother, and brothers and sisters, but the w'oman and girls 
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would not suffer me to approach them, driving me off witli 
sticks, and tlirowing stones at me ; but Hamel brought me 
a httle sour milk and water in a bowl, which rdVeshed me 
considerablj". 

It was about t^vo o’clock in the day, and I was Ibrced to 
remain broiling in the sun without either tree, shrub, or any 
other shade to shield me from its scorching rays, until night, 
when Dick (the cook) came in with the camels. Haniet 
had kept Dick from the beginning, and made him drive the 
camels, but allowed him to sleep in one corner of the tent, 
and gave him for the few first tlays as much milk as he 
could drink, once a day ; and as he was a domestic slave, 
he managed to steal water, and sometimes sour milk w lien 
he was dry. 

In the evening of this day, I was joined by Hogan, and 
now found that he and myself had been purchased by Hamet 
that day, and that Horace belonged to an ill-looking old 
man, whose tent was pitched in company. 'J’his old a illain 
came near me, and saluted me by the name of Rais, asking 
me the name of his boy; (Horace;) I told him it was Horace, 
which after repeating a few times, he learned so perfeetly, 
that at every instant he was yelling out “ llofi Rais’" for 
something or other, Ilamet Avas of a muc-h lighter colour 
than the other Arabs avc Avcrc with, and I thought he was 
less cruel, but in this respect I found I was mistaken, for he 
made myself and Hogan lie on the ground in a place lie 
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chose, where the stones were very thick and baked into the 
ground so tight tliat we eould not pull them out with our 
fingers, and ivc were forced to lie on their sharp points, 
though at a small disttince, not more than fifty yards, was a 
spot of sand. This I mad‘e him understand, (pointing at 
the same time to my skinless flesh,) but he signified to us 
that if we did not remain where he had ordered, we should 
get no milk when he milked tlie camels. I calculate we 
travelled this day about thirty miles. 

Ihn'c then we staid, but not to sk^ep, until about the raid- 
niglit hour, when Hamct came to us with our milk — It was 
pure aiuf warm from the camels ; and about a pint for each. 
The wind blew as is usual in the night, and on that part of 
the Desert the air was extremely cold and dam]) ; but its 
inoislure on our bodies ivas as salt as the ocean. Having 
received our share of milk, Avhen all was still in the tent, wc 
stole to the sandy ])lace, where we got a little sleep during 
the remaining part of the night. Horace’s master would not 
permit liim to come near me, nor me to approach him, 
making use of a stick, as well to enforce his commands in 
this particular, as to teach us to undersUmd him in other 
respects. 

At daylight (Sept. l;5lh) wc w'ere called on to proceed. 
The families struck their tents, and packed them on camels, 
together ivitli all tlieir slufl’. They made us walk and keep 
up with the camels, though we were so stiff' and sore all over 
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that wc could scarcely refrain from crying out at every step : 
such was our agony ; — still pursuing our route to the S. E. 
In the course of the morning, I saw Mr. Williams ; he was 
mounted on a camel, as \ve had all been the first day, and 
had been riding with the drove about three hours — I hobbled 
along towards him ; his camel stopped, and 1 was cnabletl 

to take him by the hand — he was still entirely naked ; his 

skin had been burned off; his whole body was so exeessivc-ly 
intiatiicd and saddled, as well as Jiis face, that 1 only knew 
him by his voice, which tvas very feeble. 11c told me he 
had been obliged to sleep naked in the open air every night; 
tliat his life was fast wasting away amidst the most dreadful 
torments ; that he could not livt; one day more in such 
misery; that his mistress had taken pity on him, and anointed 
his -body that morning with butter or grease, but, said he, 

I cannot li\ e ; should you ever get clear from this dreadful 
place, and be restored to your country, tell my dear wife 
that my last breath was spent in prayers for her hapj)iness 
he could say no more ; tears and sobs choked his utterance. 

His master arrived at this time, and drove on his camel 
and I could only say to him, “ God Almighty bless 3'ou,” as 
I took a last look at him, and forgot, for a moment, while 
contemplating his extreme distress, my own misery. His 
camel was large, and moved forward with very heavy 
motions : as he went from me, I could see the inside of his 
legs and thighs — they hung in strings of tom and dialed 
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flesh — the blood was Irickliiifi; down the sides of the raiiiel, 
and oft’ his feet — “ My God !” 1 cri(?d, “ suft’er us not to live 
longer in snch tortures.” 

I had stopped about fifteen minutes, and my master's 
camels had gained a great distance from me, so tliat I was 
obligt'<l to run that T might come, up with them. My mind 
was so sho(;kcd with the distresses of Mr. Williams, that I 
thought it would be impious for me to complain, though the 
sharp stones continued to enter my sore feet at every step. 
My master saw me, and stopped die drove for me to come 
up ; Avhen 1 got near him, he threatened me, shaking his 
stick over .my head, to let me know wli^t T had to exyscet if 
1 dar(;d to commit another iiiult. lie then rode oft’, ordering 
me and Hogan to drive the camels on as fast as we could. 
About an hour afttjrwards he came near us, and beckoned 
to me to come to him, M’hich I did. A tall old man 
nearly as black as a negro, one of the most ill-looking and 
ilisgusting I had yet seen, soon joined my master, with two 
young men, whom 1 found afterwards w^ere his sons— they 
were also joined by a number more on camels, and well 
armed. 

After some time bartering about me, I was given to the 
old man, rvhose features showed every sign of the deepest 
rooted malignity in his disposition. And is this my master? 
thought 1. Great God! delend me from his cruelty! He 
began to go on — he was on foot ; so were his tw'o sons ; but 
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they walked faster than camels, and the old man kept 
snarling al me in tlic most surly manner, to make me keep 
up. 1 tried my very best, as 1 Avas extremely anxious to 
please him, if such a thing was possible, knowing the old 
adage of “ the devil is good when he is j>leased,” was 
correc t, Avhcii applied to human beings ; but 1 c^ould not go 
fast enough for him ; so after he had grOwlt^d and k(*pt on a 
considerable time, finding I could not keep up with him, he 
came behuul me and thrust me forward ivitli hard blows 
repeatedly apjilied to my exposed back, Avitli a stout stick 
he had in his hand. Smarting and staggering under my 
wound, 1 made the greatest eft’orts to get on, but one ol* his 
still more inhuman sons (as 1 then thought him) gave me a 
double barrelled gun to carry, Avith his powder liorn and 
other accoutrements : they felt vc'ry hca\’y, yet after I had 
taken them, the old man did not again strike mc', but Avent 
on tOAvards the jilacc Avhere he meant to pitch his tent, 
leaving inc to folloAV on as well as I could. 

The face of the desert noAV appeared as smooth as the 
surface of the ocean Avhen unruffled by Avinds or temj)ests. 
Camels could be seen in every direction, as soon as they 
came above the horizoti, so that there aa'us no difficulty in 
knoAA'ing Avhich way to go, and 1 took care to keep sight of 
my ncAV master’s drove, until I reached the Aalley, in Avhich 
he had pitched his tent. I was broiling imder the sun and 
tugging along, Avith my load, Avhich weighed me down to 
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the earth, and should have lain down despairing, had 1 no\^ 
seen Mr. Williams in a still worse plight than myself. . 

Having come near the tent about four P. M. they took 
the load from me, and bade me lie down in the shade of tlic 
tent. I then begged for water, but could get none. The 
time now came on for prayers, and after the oltl man and 
his sons had perfonned this ceremony very devoutly, they 
went away. I was in so much pain, I could scarcely contain 
myself, and my thirst was more painful than it had yet been. 
I tried to soften the hearts of the women to get me a little 
water, but they only laughed and spit at me ; and to increase 
my distresses as much as they could, drove me away from 
the shade of the tent, so that 1 was forced to remain in the 
scorching sun for the remainder ol' this long day. 

A little after sunset my old and young masters returned ; 
they were joined by all the men tliat were near, to the 
number of iVom twenty to thirty, and went through their 
religious ceremonies in a very solemn manner, in whieh the 
women and little children did not join them. Soon after 
this Avas oA^er, Clark came in Avith the camels and joined 
me ; it would have been pleasant to be together, but his 
situation Avas such that it made my heart-ache still Avorse 
than it did before; he was nearly Avithout a skin; eA'ery 
part of his bcxly exposed ; his flesh excessively mangled, 
burnt and inflamed. “ I am glad to see you once more, 
sir,” said Clark, “ for I cannot live through the approaching 

o 2 
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night, and now beg of yon, if you ever get to our country 
again Jto tell my brothers and sisters how I j)erished.” I 
comforted liim all I could, and assured him he would not 
die immediately ; that the nourishment we now had, though 
very little, was sufficient to keep us alive l<)r a considerable 
time, and that though our skins were roasted off and our flesh 
inflamed, we were yet alive without any s'igns of putrefaction 
on our bodies ; that I had great ho]>es wt; should all be 
carried in a few days from this desert to where we might get 
some food to nourish us, and as I had learned a little of the 
language of these peo[)le, (or savages,) 1 woidd keep trying 
to persuade them that if they would carry us up the Moorish 
dominions, I should be able to pay them a great ransom for 
all th(i crew ; lor an old man had told me that as soon as it 
should rain they Avould jouniey to the N. Ei. and sell us. 

I’lie night came on ; cokl damp winds succeeded to the 
heat of the day, and 1 begged ol‘ my old masU*r to be per- 
mitted to go under the corner of his tent, (for it was a large 
one,) and he seemed willing, jminting out a place for us to 
lie down in, but the Avomen Avould not consent, and we re- 
mained outside until the men had milked the- camels. They 
then gave us a good drink of milk, near a (]uart each, and 
afU^r the Avonicn Avere asleep, one of my young masters, 
named Owar, (tlie same that made me carry his gun the 
preceding day, to keep his father from beating me,) took 
pity on our distresses, and came and made us creep undej* 
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one corner of the tent, williout waking the women, where 
some soft sand served us for a bed, and the tent kept off 
llie cold air from ns ; and here we slept soundly until morn- 
ing. As soon as the women awoke, and found us under 
the tent, the.y were for thrusting us out with blows, but J 
pretended to be asle<ijT, and the old imm looking on ns, 
seemed somewhat coTiccrned, fearing (as I thought) he might 
lose his property, lie told his women to let us alone, and 
as he was absolute, they were forct'd to obey him, though 
with every appearance of reluctance. 

After they hatl milked the camels, .and took a drink 
ihemselvt's, they gave us what remaiiTcd, that is to say, near 
a ])int belwt^en us. 'I'hey did not move ibrwaxd this day, 
and suffered vis to remain under the corner of the tent in 
the. sluule all the while and the next night, and even gave us 
a jhece of a. skin to cover us with in part, and keep off the 
nighi wind. ^I'liey gave us a good drink of milk when they 
drank themselves on the second night, and Omar had given 
us about a pint of water each, in the middle of the day : so 
(hat the inflammation seemed to have subsided in a great 
degree from our flesh aiul feet. 

This attention, together with the two good nights’ rest, 
revived ns very much — these were the I4th and 15th days 
of Sejitember. I had not seen any of my unfortunate ship- 
mates except Clark, and did not know where they were 
during the day we remained still. 'I’he camels were driven 



102 riley's shipwreck, and 

off early in the morning by a negro slave and two of the 
small boys, and did not return u til in the night — ^they 
went out to the east to find shrubs for them to feed on. 
Clark was obliged near night to go out and pull up some 
dry thorn bush shrubs and roots to make a fire with. At 
the return of the camels, the negro slave (who was a stout 
fellow, named Boireck) seated himself by the fire, stretching 
out his legs on each side of it, and seeing us under the tent, 
thought to drive ns out : but as he was not permitted by our 
old master, he contend'd himself by pointing at us and 
making comparisons : then sneeringly addressing me by the 
name of Rais, or chief, would set up a loud laugh, which, 
with the waggery he displayed in liis remarks on us, kept 
the whole family and several strangi is who had assembled 
on the occasion, in a constant roar of laughter until mid- 
night, the hour for milking the camels. He would poke 
our sore flesh with a sharp stick, to make sport, and shoAV 
the Arabs Avhat miserable beings avc Avere, Avho could not 
even bcjir the rays of the sun (the image of God, as they 
term it) to shine upon us. 

Being tormented in this manner, my companion Clark 
could scarcely contain his wrath : “ it Avas bad enough, (he 
said,) to be reduced to slavery by the savage Arabs ; to be 
stripped, and skinned alive and mangled, Avithout being 

obliged to bear the scoffs and derision of a d d negro 

slave.” I told him I was A’ery glad to find he still had so 
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much spirit left, and could feel as if he wished to revenge 
an insidt — it proved to me that he felt better than he did 
the preceding night, and I was so much relieved myself, my 
hopes of being able to endure our tortures and privations 
increased, adding, “ Let the negro laugh if he cau fcike any 
pleasure in it ; 1 am willing he should do so, even at my 
expense : he is a poor slave himself, naked and destitute, far 
from his family and friends, and is only trying to gain the 
favour of his masters and mistresses, by making sport of us, 
whom he considers as much interior to hini as he is to 
them.” Clark could not be reeoiieileil to this mode of 
mockery. and sport, but the negro kept it up as losig as we 
remained with his master, every night, and always had 
])lenly of’ spccUitors to admire his wit, and laugh at his tricks 
and buffoonery. I’liis reminded me of the story of Samson, 
when the i^hilistines wdshed to make sport with him ; he 
was blind, and tliey su])posed him harmless ; but he became 
so indignant, that he was willing to suffer death to be re- 
venged of them ; the difference was, he had strength to 
ex(x*ule liis will, — we had not. 

From the 1.3th to the 18th, we journcyxxl every day to 
the S. F. about thirty miles a day, merely to find a few 
shrubs in the small scattered valleys for the camels, and 
consequently for the iidiabitants to subsist on. As we went 
on in that direc’tion, the valleys became less frequent and 
very shallow ; the few thorn bushes they produced w'ere 
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very dry, and no other slirubs to be found ; the camels 
could not fill their ston)achs with the leaves and shrubs, iior 
with all that they could crop off, thougli they pulled away 
the branches as thick as a man’s finger. The milk began 
to fail, and consequently we had to be scanted, so that our 
alloMmice was reduced to half a j>int a < l.iy, and as all tlie 
water they had taken from the well was expended, they 
could give us no more of that prccioiis article. I’herc was 
belonging to this tribe four mares that were the general 
property ; they were very clear limbed, and very Icati ; they 
foil them on milk every day, and every one took his turn in 
giving them as much water every two da^’^s as they would 
drink. These marcs drank up the last of our water on the 
19th, nor would my master allow me to drink what little 
was left in the bowl, not exceeding hall’ a pint, and it was 
poured out as a drink-offei'ing Ix'.fore the Lord, while they 
prayed for rain, which indeed they had reason to expect, as 
the season they knew was approaching, when some rain 
generally happens. 1 supposed our distanc;e from the sea, 
or the well that we had left, to be three hundred miles in a 
direct line, and feared very much that we should not find 
water at any other place. The sustenaiu'c rve received 
was just sufficient to keep the breath of life in us, but our 
flesh was less inflamed than in the first days, for Ave had 
continued to lie under a part of the tent at night, and also 
in the day-time when it Avas pitchetl, Avhich was generally 
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the case about two o’clock in the afternoon. We had, how- 
ever, become so emaciated, that we could scarcely stJind, 
and they did not attempt to make me nor Clark do any 
kind of work, excej)t rather a few dry sticks, towards even- 
ing, to light a fire. The swellings had also gone down in 
some measure from our feet, as there was not subsUince 
enough in us to keep up a running sore ; all the moistiire in 
them seemed- to dry away, and we could support the jnick- 
ings and cutting of the stones belter as we bec*,ame lighter 
and more inured to it. We had endeavoured to find some 
of the kind of root that was metM'itlj near the sea coast, but 
none could be ])rocured. In every valk'y we came to, the 
natives wouUl run aliout and search under every thorn bush, 
in hopes to find some herb, for tliey were nearly as hungry 
as ourselves. In some places a small plant was found, 
resembling what we call shepherd’s sprout; tliey were torn 
up by them and devoured in an instant. I got one or two, 
but they proved v<'ry bitter, aiid were impregnated, in a 
t’-onsiderable degree, with sidt : these plants wert; so rare as 
to be scarcely of any benefit. Tl)ere were also found by 
the natives, in }iartic;ular ])laces, a small ground j'oot, 
whose top showed itself like a single short spear of grass, 
about three inches above the ground ; they dug it up w’itli 
a stick ; it was of the size of a small walnut, and in shape 
very much like an onion ; its taste fresh, without any strong 
flavour ; but it ivas very difficult to find, and aft<»rded us 
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very litllc relief, as Ave eoiild not get more than half a dozen 
in a Avholc day’s search, and some days none at all. 

On the 19tli of September, in the morning, the tribe 
having held a conned the night before, at which I could 
observe my old master was looked up to as a mail of supe- 
rior judgment and influence, they began a route back again 
toAvards the sea, and the Avell near Avhich avc Avere first made 
slaves ; — this convint:ed me that no fresh AV'^ater could be 
procured nearer, and as the camels wen- almost dry, I much 
fearetl that myself and comjianions must perish before we 
could reach it. 1 had been in the habit every day since 1 
was on the desert, of relieving my excessivi^ tliirst by the 
disagreeable expedient before mentioned ; but that resource 
now failexl me for the Avant of moisture, nor had any thing 
passed through my body since the day I left the aa^cII. \Vc 
had journeyed for seven and a half days S. E. and 1 con- 
cluded it Avould reipiire the same lime to return ; but on tlic 
18th we steered N. E. and on the 19th Ave took a N. W. 
direction, and in the course of the day avc entered a very 
small valley, where Ave found a tew little dwarf thorn bushes, 
-not more than tAvo feet high ; on these avc found some snails, 
most ol‘ Avhich Avere dead and dry, but 1 got about a hand- 
ful that Avere alive, and when a fire Avas kindled, roasted 
and ale tJiem — Clark did the same, and as we did not 
receiA'C more than a gill of milk each in tAventy-four hours, 
this nourishment was very serviceable. 
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On the morning of ihe 20th we stalled, as soon as it was 
light, and drove very last all the diiy. We had no othe-r 
drink than the camels^ mine, which we caught in our hands 
as they voided it; its taste Avas bitter, but not salt, and it 
relieved our fainting spirits.. AVe were forced to keep up 
with the drove, but in the course of the day found a handful 
of snails each, Avhieh avc at night roasted and ale. Our feet, 
though not gAvollcn, were extremely sore ; our bodies and 
limbs were nearly deprived of skin and Hesh, for we con- 
tinually Avasted aAvay, and the littk^ avc had on our bones 
Avas dried hard, and stuck fast to them. My head had noAv 
become accustomed to the heat of the sun, and though it 
remained uncoA^ered, it did not pain me. Hunger, that had 
preyed upon my companions to such a degi*cc as to cause 
them to bite ofi' the flesh from tlieir arms, had not tlie same 
eft’ect on me. 1 Avas forced in one instance to tie the arms 
of one of my men behind him, in order to prevent his 
gnaAving his own flesh ; and in another instance, two of 
them having caught one of the boys, a latl about four years 
old, out of sight of the tents, were about dashing his brains 
out Avith a stone, for the purpose of devouring his flesh, 
Avhen luckily at that instfint I came up and rescued the 
child, AA'ith some difiiculty, from their A’oracity. They Avere 
so frantic with hunger, as to insist upon having one meal of 
his flesh, and tlicn they said they would be Avilling to die : 
for they knew that not only themselves, but all tlie creAV 
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would be instantly massacred as soon as the murder should 
lx; discovered. I convinced them that it would be more 
manly to (lie with hunger than to become cannibals and eat 
their own or other human flesh, telling them, at the same 
time, 1 did not doubt but our masters >vould give us sufli- 
cient nourishment to keep us alive, uiuil they could sell us. 
On the 20th, we proceeded with mu(‘h s[)eed towards the 
N. W. or sea shore ; but on the 21st, we did no.t go forward. 

'I’his day I met with Mr. Savage, Horace, Hogan, and 
the cook ; their masters'’ tents were pitched near ours ; they 
were so weak, emaciated and sore, that they could scarcely 
stand, and had been carried on the camels for the last few 
days. J was extremely glad to sec them, and spoke to all 
but Horace, whost' master droA C me olf with ai stick one 
way, amd 1 loi'aiee another, yelling most horribly at the same 
time and hiying it on lloraace’s baack with great fury. 1 
soon returned to ovii' tent, amd felt very much dejected ; 
they all thought they could not live another day — there 
were no snaiils to lx; found here, and we had not one drop 
of milk or water to drink. Horace, Hogain, amd the cook 
were employed in attending their masters’ catmels, in eom- 
pauiy with one or two Arabs, who kept flogging them neairly 
the whole of the lime. 

Aly old master did not employ me or Clank in the same 
Wciy, beeaiust; he haul two negro slaves to do that work; lx; 
was a rich mam annong them, amd owned from sixty to 
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st;veiity canids ; he was also a kind of priest, for every 
evening he avus joined, in liis devotions, by all the old and 
most of the young men near his tent. 'I'hey ail fust Avashed 
themselves Avith sand in jilaee of AA'ater ; then Avrapping 
themselves up Avith llieir strij) of doth and turning their 
faces to the east, my old master stepped out befiirc'. lliem, 
and eoimncneed by bowing tAvice, repeating at each time 
“ Allah Houakibar then kneeling and boAving his head to 
the ground twice; then raising himself up on his I'eet, and 
rejieating, “ Hi el Allah Sheda Mohamcd Jiahsool Allah,*' 
btiwing himself twice ; and again prostrating himself on the 
earth as many times, then “ Allah Houakibar” Avas three 
limes repeated. He wasabvays accompanied in his motions 
and Avords by all present Avho could sec him distinetl}', as 
he stood belbrc them, lie Avould then make a long jirayer, 
ami they recited all together Avhat I afterwards I’ound to be a 
diajjler in the Koran ; and then all joined in ehaunting or 
singing some hymn or sacred jioetry for a considerable 
lime. This eei’einony being linished, they again prostrated 
themselves with their faces to the earth, and the ser\'ice 
eonduded. 

About the middle of this day t\AT) strangers arrived, riding- 
two camels loaded Avith goods : they came in front of my 
ma''ler’s tent, and having made the camels lie down, they 
dismounted, and seated themselves on the ground opposite 
the lent, Avith their faces turned the other Avay. 'I’liere Avere, 
in this valley six tents, besides that of my master. 
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CHAFrER IX. 

Two Arabian merchants are persuaded by the author to pur^ 
chase him and four of his suffering companions — they kill a 
camely and prepare to set out for Morocco across the Desert. 

All tlic men hiul gone out a hunting on their camels, car- 
rying their amis with them; tliat is to say, seeking Ibr 
plunder as I concluded. My old and young mistresses 
went to see tlie strangers ; they had no waUir to carry, as is 
customary, but took with them a large skin, with a roll of 
tent cloth to make them a shelter : the strangeis rose as the 
women drew near, and saluted tluiin by the words “ Labez, 
Labez-Salem ; Labez-Alilcom Peace, janicc be with you, 
&c. and the Avomim returned these salutations in similar 
words. They next ran to our tent, and took a coujile of 
sticks, with the help of which and the skin and tent cloth, 
they soon made an awning for the strangers. This done, 
they took the bundles which were on the camels, ami placed 
them in this tent, with the sadtUes and all the other things 
the strangers had brought. The two strangers had a couple 
of skins that contained water, which the women hung up on 
a frame tliey canied from our tent. 
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During the whole time the women were thus employed, 
the strangers remained seated on the ground beside their 
guns, for they had each a double barrelled musket, imd so 
bright, that they glittered in the sun like silver. Tlie women 
having finished their attentions, seated themselves near the 
strangers, and made imjuiries, as near as 1 could coniprc- 
hend, by saying, “ Where did you come from? what goods 
luiA'e you got ? how long have you been on your Journe}’’ ?” 
&c. Having satisfied their curiosity on these points, they 
next came to me, and the old woman (in whom as yet I had 
not tliscovcred one spark of pity) told me that Sidi llamet 
had come’ with lilankcts and blue cloth to sell ; that he came 
from the Sultan's dominions, and that he could buy me and 
carry me there, if he chose, Avhcrc 1 might find my friends, 
and kiss my wife and children. 

Before my master returned I went to the tent of Sidi 
Hainct, with a wooden bowl, and begged for some water — 
showing my mouth, which Avas extremely jiarched and stiff, 
so much so, that I could with difficulty speak. He looked 
at me, and asktxl if I was el Rais (ihe captoin). J nodded 
assent ; he told his brother, who w^as w'ith him, to give me 
some water, but this his benevolent brother Avould not con- 
descend to do ; so taking the bowl himself, he poured into 
it nearly a quart of clear w’ater, saying, “ Shcnib, Kais" — that 
is. Drink, Captain, or chief. I drank about half of it, and 
afler thanking him and imploring the blessing of Heaven 
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upon him for his liumanity, I was going to take the rest of 
it to our tent, where Clark lay stretched out on his back, a 
perfect \v'reck of almost naked bones ; his belly and back 
nearly c'ollapsed, and breathing like a person in the last 
agonies of death : but Sidi Hamet would not permit me to 
carry the Avaler away, bidtling me drink it mysedf. 1 
pointed out to him luy distressed companion ; this excited 
his pity, and he suftered me to give Clark the remainder. 

'rhe water Avas perfectly fresh, and revh'cd him exceed- 
ingly ; it AAas a cordial to his desponding soul, being the 
first fresh water that cither of us had tasted simre we left the 
boat : his eyes that Avere sunk deep in their sockets, bright- 
ened up — “ This is good Avater, (said he,) and must have 
come from a better country than this; if we were once there, 
(added he,) and 1 (X)uld get one good drink of such Avatcr, I 
could die Avith pleasure, but now 1 cannot live another da^’.” 
Our masters soon returned, and began, with otluirs of the 
tribe, Avho had received the ncAvs of the arrival of strangers, 
to form circles, and chat Avilh them and each other ; this 
continued till night, and I presume there Averc at least two 
hundred men present. After dark they began to si'parate, 
and by ten o’clock at night none remained but my old 
master’s family, and three or four of their relations, at our 
tent. On this occasion we Avere turned out into the open 
air, and Avere obliged to pass the night Avithout any shelter 
or coveriiig. It was a long and tedious night ; but at the 
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time of milking tlie camels, our old master coming to us, as 
if afraid of losing his property by our death, and anxious 
we should live, dealt out about a pint of milk to each ; tliis 
milk tasted better than any I had yet drunk ; it was a sweet 
and seasonable relief, and saved poor Clark from disso- 
lution. 

I’his was the first nourishment of any kind our master 
had given us in three days, and 1 concluded from this cir- 
cumslanee that he hatl hopes of selling us to the strangers. 
The next morning Sidi Mamet came towards the tent, and 
beckoned me to come there ; he was at a considerable dis- 
tanct;, and 1 made the best of my way to liim ; here he 
bade me sit doAvn on the ground. I had by this ti^ijac 
learned many words in their language, whieli is ancicni 
Arabic, and could understand the general current of their 
(Conversation, by j)aying stri<;t attention to it. 

He now began to question me about my country, and the 
manner in wliich I had come here — I made him understand 
that I was an Englishman, tmd that my vessel and crew 
Avere of the same nation — I found he had heard of that 
country, and 1 stated as well as 1 could the manner of my 
shipwreck — ^told him avc were reduced to the lowest depth 
of misery : tliat 1 had a Avife and five children in my OAvn 
country, besides Horace, Avhom 1 • called my eldest son, 
mingling Avitli my story sighs and tears, and all tlie signs of 
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aflectioii and despair which these recollections and my pre- 
sent situation naturally called forth. 

1 found him to be a very intelligent and feeling man — Ibr 
although he knew no language but the Arabic, he compre- 
hended so .well what I wished to communicate, that he 
actually shed tears at the recital of my distresses, notwith- 
standing that, among the Arabs, weeping is regarded as a 
womanish weakness. He seemed to be ashameil of his 
own want of fortitude, and said that men who had beards 
like him, ought not to shed tears : and he retired, wiping 
his eyes. 

rinding I had awakened his sympatliy, 1 thought if I 
could rouse his interest by large ofl’ers of money, he might 
buy me and my companions, and carry us up from the 
Desert — so accordingly the first time 1 saw him alone, 1 
went to him and begged him to buy me, and carry me to 
the sultan of Morocco or Marocksh, where 1 could find a 
Mend to redeem me. lie said no, but he avouUI carry me 
to Swearah, describing it as a walled town and seaport. 1 
.told him 1 had seen the sultan, and that he was a friend to 
my nation. He then asked me many other questions about 
Mohammed Rassool — 1 bowed and pointed to the east, then 
towards heaven, as if 1 thought he had ascended tliere : tliis 
seemed to please him, ami he asked me how much money 
t would give him to carry me up ; upon which I counted 
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over fifty pieces of stones, signifying f Avould give as many 
dollars tor myself and each of my m(in. “ J will not bay 
the othei*s,” said he; “ but how much more than fifty dollars 
will you give me for yourself, if ] buy you and carry you 
to your friends?” 1 told him one hundred dollars. “ Have 
you any money in Swearah” asked he by signs and words, 
“ or do you mean to make me Avait till you get it from your 
country ?” I. replied that my friend in Sw'earah would give 
him the money so soon as he brought me there. “ You are 
deceiving me,” said he. 1 made the most solemn protesta- 
tions of my sincerity' : — “ J Avill buy you tlicn,” said he, 
“ but remember, if you deceive me, 1 Avill cut your throat,” 
(making a motion to that effect.) This I assented to, and 
begged of him to buy my son Horace also, but he aa'ouUI 
not hear a Avord about any of my companions, as it would 
be irnjAossible, he said, to get them up off the Desert, whi(;h 
AA'Hs a great distance. “ Say nothing abt)Ut it to your old 
master,” signified he to me, “ nor to ray brotlier, or any of 
the others.” He then left me, and I went out to seek for 
snails to relicA'c my hunger. I suav Mr. SaA'age and Hogan, 
and brought them with Clark near Sidi Ilamct’s tent, Avhere 
Ave sat doAvn on the ground. He came out to see us, mise- 
rable objects as avc Averc, and seemed very much shocked 
at th(r sight. I told my companions 1 had great hopes avc 
should be bought by this man and carried up to the culti- 
vated country — but they expressed great fears that they 

Q 2 



11(5 


RTLEY^S SHIPWRECK, ANlJ 


would be left behind. Sidi Haiuet askctl me many ques- 
tions about my men — wished to know it' any of them had 
died, and if they had wives and children. I tried all 1 
coidd to interest him in their behall’, as well as my own, and 
mentioned to him my son, whom he hail not yet seen. 1 
found my companions had been very much stinted in milk 
as well as myself, and that they had had no water, — they 
had found a few snails, which kept them a]i\'e ; but even 
these now failed. 

'I'he 24th, we journeyed on towards the N. W. all day — 
the whole tribe, or nearly so, in company, and the strangers 
also kept in company with us. When my mistress pitched 
her tent near night, she made up one for Sidi liamet also. 
I begged of him on my knees in ery time 1 had an opportu- 
nity,. for him to buy me and my companions, and on tlie 
25th I had the hapjiincss to sec him pay my old master for 
me : he gave him two blankets or coarse hoicks, one blue, 
cotton covering, and a bundle of ostrich feathers, Avith 
Avhich the old man seemed much pleased, as he had now 
three suits of clothing. I’hey avci c a long time in making 
the bargain. 

Tliis day Horace came Avith his master to fetch something 
to our timt ; at his approach, I Avent to meet him, and em- 
braced him Avith tears. Sidi Jfamet was then fully convinced 
that he Avas my son. I had Ibund a few snails this morning, 
and divided them betAveen Mr. Savage and Horace before 
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Sidi Hamet, who signified to me in the afternoon that he 
intended to set out with me in two days for Swearah ; that 
he had tried to buy my son, but could not succeed, for liis 
master would not sell him at any price : then, said 1, “ let me 
stay in his place ; 1 will be- a faithful slave to his master as 
long as I live — carry /tim up to Swearah ; my friend will 
pay you for him, and send him home to his mother, whom 
1 cannot sec. unless I bring her son with me.” “ You shall 
have your son, by Allah,” said Sidi Jlamct. The whole 
tribe was gathered in council, and 1 supposed relative to 
this business. In the coui'se of the afternoon they debated 
the matter over, and seemetl to turn it every way ; — thtjy 
fought besides tlire(^ or four battles with fists and scimiuirs, 
in their warm and loud discussions in settling individual 
disputes ; but in the evening 1 was told that Horace was 
bought, as tlie tribe in council laid forced lus master to sell 
him, though at a great price. I now redoubled my entreaties 
Avith my new master to buy JVlr. Savagti and Clark, telling 
him that I would give him a large sum of money if he got 
us up safe; but he told me he should be obliged to carry us 
through bands of robbers, who would kill him Ibr oursakes, 
and tiiat his company Avas not strong enough to resist them 
by force of arms — I lell doAvn on my knees, and implored 
him to buy Mr. Savage and Clatk at any rate, tiiinking, if 
he sliouUl buy them, he might be induced to purchase tlie 
remmuing jiart of the crcAv. 
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My mind had been so busily employed in schemes of re- 
demjrtion, as almost to forget my sufferings since Sidi Hamct 
liad bought me. Jfc bad given me two or three drinks of 
water, and had begged milk for me of my former master. 
On the morning of the 26tli, 1 renewed my entreaties for 
him to [)urchase Mr. Savage, Clark, and IJogan — :tlic otheix 
I had not seen since the second t)r third day after we were 
in die hands of the Arabs. I did not know where they were, 
and consequently could not designate them to my master 
Hamet, though J told him all their names. Mr. Savage and 
Uogau looked much more healthy and likely to live than 
Clark, and Sidi Ilamet insisted that it was impossible that 
Clark could live more than three days, and that if he bought 
him, he should lose his mone\'. I told him no, he should 
not lose his money, for, whether he lived or died, 1 would 
pay him the same amount. 

Clark was afflicted with the scald head, rendered a raw 
sore in consequence of his sufferings, and his hair, which was 
very long, was, of course, in a very filthy condition ; this 
attracted the attention of Sidi Hamet and his brother, the 
latter of whom was a very surly and cross-looking fellow. 
They poked the hair and scabs open with their sticks, and 
demanded to know what was the occasion of that filthy 
appearance. Clark assured them, that it was in (‘onsequence 
of his .exposure to the sun, and as that w'as the reason 1 hatl 
assigned for the hon’iblc sores and blisters that covered our 
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scorched bodies and half roasted flesh, they said, it might 
possibly be so, but asked why the heads of the rest of us 
were not in the same stale. I’hey next found fault with my 
shins, which had been a long time very sore, and they 
examined every bone to see if all was right in its place, with 
the same cautious circumspections that a jockey would use, 
who was about buying a horse, while we, poor trembling 
wretches, strove with all possible care and anxiety to hule 
every fault and infirmity in us, occasioned by our dri’adful 
calamities and enud sufferings. 

Sidi llarnet informed me this tlay, that he had bought 
JMr. Savage ami Clark, and had bargained for Hogan, and 
lhat he was going to kill a camel that night for provisions on 
our journey. Our water had been expended for two days, 
and all the 1‘amilies around us ivere also destitute. I did not 
get more than a gill of milk in twenty-four hours, and a 
small handful of sijpils — these servt'd in a little degree to 
sup|)ort naturi', and 1 waittnl with the gi’eatest impatience for 
the killing of the camel which had lieen promistid, hojiing 
to have a meal of meat once more before 1 died. Clark and 
I had been busy all the afternoon in gathering dry sticks to 
make a fire, and a little after midnight my master came to 
me and showed me where to carry the wood we had col- 
lected ; it w'as in a little gulley, that it might not be seen by 
our neighbours, whilst our fonner master and two present 
ones were leading a camel up to the same place. Tins 
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camel, on its arrival, they made lie down in the usual 
manner : it was a very old one, and so poor, that he had 
not been able to keep pace with the drove during the 
journey, and Sidi Hamct told me he had bought him for one 
blanket. 

'J’he camel being down, they put a rope round his under 
jaw, with a noose in it ; then hauling his iiead round on the 
left side, made the rope fast to his tail, close up to his body: 
his neck was so long, lliat tlie under jaw reached within six 
inches of the Uiil : they then brought a copper kettle that 
would contain probably three gallons. 'I’hus prepared, Sidi 
Hamct cut open a vein on the right side of the < amcrs neck, 
close to his breast ; the blood streamed out into the kettle, 
and soon filled it half full ; this they set over the fire and 
boiled, stirring it all the time with a stick until it became 
thick, and of the consigtciiee of a beef’s liver; then taking it 
off the fire, they passed it to me, saying, “ Coole, Riley,” 
(Eat, Riley.) I did not wait for a second bidding, but fell 
to, together with Clark : our appetites Avere a oracious, and 
Ave soon filled our stomachs with this, to us, delicious food. 

Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, and the privacy 
observed in killing this meagre camel, many of our hungry 
neighbours had found it out, and came to assist in the 
dressing and eatuig of the animal. They insisted on having 
some ol’the blood, and Avould snatch out a handful in spite 
of all our masters could do to hinder them ; they Avere then 
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very r)fficious in assisting to take off' the hide, which Avas 
soon done, and tla; entrails Avere rolled out ; they next pro- 
ceeded to put idl the small entrails into the kettle, without 
cleaning them of their contents, togctlier with Avhat remained 
of the liver and lights ; liut they had no Avater to boil them 
in. 'I'hcn one of lluiin Avent to the camel’s ])uunch, which 
AV'as very lai’ge, anil cutting a slit in the toj) of it, dippi'd out 
some water in a bowl, thick Avith the camel’s excrement; — 
this they poured into the kettle, and set it a boiling, stirring 
it round, and noAV and then Uiking out a gut, and biting off' 
an end to ascertain Avhethcr it Avas cookcxi enough. During 
this time,- half a dozen hungry Avretches Avere at Avork on the 
camel, Avhich they avouUI not leave under pretence of friend- 
shi[) for our masters, for they avouIcI not siififer strangers to 
work, Avhen in their comjAany, and it being dark, they ma- 
nageil to steal and convey aAvay, before morning, more than 
one-half of the camel’s bones and meat, Avith half his skin. 
Our masti'Ts Averc as hungry as any of the .i\rabs, 3'et, though 
they had bought the camel, they could scarcely get a bite 
of the intestines Avithout fighting for it ; for Avhat title or 
argimient can prevail against the A'oracious appetite of a 
half-starved man? Though our masters saAv the natives in 
the A’cry act of stealing and carrying off their me.at, they 
could not [jrevent them, fearing Avorse consequences than 
losing it; it being a standing maxim among the Arabs to 
feed the hungry if in their pow-er, and give them drink, even 
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if the owner of the provisions be obliged to rob himself and 
his own family to do it. 

Notwithstanding tlic boiled blood we had eaten was per- 
fectly fresh, yet our Uiirst seemed to increase in conse- 
quence of it. As soon as daylight appeared, a boy ol' from 
fourteen to sixteen years old came running up to the camel’s 
paunch, and dirusting his head into it up to his shoulders, 
began to drink of its contents ; my master observing him, 
and seeing that my mouth was very dry, made signs for me 
to go and pull the boy away, and drink myself: this 1 soon 
did, putting my head in like manner into the paunch ; the 
liquid was very thick, but though its taste was exceedingly 
strong, yet it was not salt, and allayed my thirst : Clark next 
took a drink of the same fluid. 

This morning we w’cre busied in cutting off the little flesh 
that remained on the bones of our camel, spreading it out 
to dry, and roasting the bones on the fire for our masters, 
w'ho cracking them between two stones, then sucked out the 
marrow and juices. Near noon, Horace was brought where 
I was ; he was very hungry and thirsty, and said he had 
not eat any thing of consequence for the last three days. 
Our common master said to me, “ This is your son, Rais,” 
and seemed extremely glad that he had been able to pur- 
chase him, giving liim some of the entrails and meat he had 
boiled and saved for the purpose. I in my turn gave him 
some of our thick camel’s water, w'hich he foimd to be deli- 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 


123 


i-ious ; so true it is, that hunger and thirst give a zest to 
every thing. Bums was brought up soon after, and my 
master asked me if he was one of my men ; I told him hc 
was: — “ Ilis master wants to sell him,” said Sidi Haraet, 
“ but he is old and good for nothing,” added he ; “ but I 
can buy him for this blanket,” showing me a very poor old 
one — I said, “ Bify him, he is my countryman, I will repay 
you as inuch^ for him as for the others — so he went out, 
and bought him from his master, and then gave him some- 
thing to eat. Poor Bums was much rejoiced to find there 
was a prosjicet of recovering his liberty, or at least of getting 
where lie-might procure something to eat and drink. During 
this day, the natives flocked round in great numbers, men, 
women, and children, and M'hat with begging and stealing 
reduced our stock of meat to less tlian fifteen pounds before 
night. 

Sidi flamet now told me that he had bought Hogan : this 
was in the afternoon, and he came to us. I congratulated 
him on our favourable prospects, and onr master gave him 
something to eat; but his former master, Hamet, now 
demanded one blanket more for him than had been agreed 
on, as he was a stout fellow : my master would not be 
imjioscd upon, nor had he indeed a blanket left. 1 begged 
very hard fiir poor Hogan, but it was to no purpose, and his 
old master drove him oft', layung on his back with a stick 
most unmercifully. Hamet's eyes seemed fairly to flash 
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lire as he went from us. Hogan's hopes had been raised to a 
high pitch — tlu^y were now blastetl, and lie Avas driven back 
like a criminal before his brutal OAvner, to his former mise- 
rabU^ abode, lie had informed me that he had never as yet 
since our captivity known Avhat it was to sleep under the 
cover of a tent; that his alloAvance oi milk had been so 
scant, that he did not doubt but he niiist luiA’e dic'd Avith 
hunger in a day or tAvo — he Avas extremely Avastf'.d and sore 
on every side. My heart bled for him when I saiv the blows 
fall on his emaciated and mangled Iraine, but I could not 
assist him, and all 1 could do Avas to turn round and hide my 
face, so as not to Avitness his further tortures. 

This day Avas employed in preparing for our departure; — 
our masters made me a jiair of sandals AC'ith two thickness 
of the camel’s skin ; they also made' florac'e a pair in the 
same mannt;r, but Clark and Jiurns Avere fitted Avilli single 
ones; they had in the inoriiing given me a small knife, 
Avhich I hung to my ncxk in a case : this they meant as a 
mark of confidence ; and they also gave me charge of their 
stuff, the camels, and the slaves. 1 soon perceived, how- 
c'ver, that allhougli 1 had this kind of command, yet 1 Avas 
obliged to do all the Avork. My men aahuc so far exhausted, 
that evciii the hope of soon oblaining their liberty could 
scarcely aiiimaJc them to the least exertion. 

In the evening Sidi Ilamet told me, Aaron (Mr. Savage) 
would be Avilh us by and by : — that avk should start in the 
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njorning for Swearah, and that he hoped, through the bless- 
ing of (lod, I should once more embrace my family; — he 
then told me how much he had ]>aid for each one of us — 
that he had expended all his jiroperly, and that if I had not 
tohl him the truth, he was a. ruined man — ^that his brother 
was a bad man, and had done all he could to prevent his 
buying us, but that'he hatl at last consented to it, and taken 
a share. 

lie next made me repeat, before his brother, my promises 
to him Avhtai we should iirrivc* at Swearah, and my agree- 
ment to have my throat cut if my Avords did not jirove true. 
liUtc in the evening Mr. Savage joined us — he knew before 
that 1 was going to set out, and thought he should be left 
behind — he Avas very thankful to be undeceived in tliis par- 
li(*.ular, and to get, at the same time, something to cat, for 
Sidi JJaniet had saved some of the earners intestines Avhich 
he imnu'diately gave him. 

7\lier having satisfied his hunger in some measure, he 
began to cx])ress his doidits as to where avc were going ; 
tleclaring, that he did not believe a Avoj’d these wretches 
said he could not understand them, and said he did not 
believe. 1 coidd ; and suggt'sted a hundred doidits and 
difticultii’s on the subject, that his ill-boding imagination 
supplied him with : he did not like the, })rice 1 had agreed to 
givt? for our liberty, — it Avas too much, and 1 should find 
nobody Avilling to advance it for me, as 1 Avas j)oor. 
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We had started what water remained in the pauncli of the 
camel, thick as it was, into a goat skin, straining it through 
our fingers to keep out the thickest of the filth. The night 
of the 27th, as near as we could keep count by marking tlic 
day of the montli on our legs with a thorn, we, passed in the 
open air, five of us together. 

At daylight on the morning of the 28lh, we were called 
up and made to load our camels. I had strong hopes we 
were going to ride, b\it it now appeared not to be tlie case. 
All the Arabs in the valley set out in the morning w'ith their 
camels, to drive them to water — they had not been Avatcred 
since the 10th, having gone without any for eighteen days. 
They were now at least two days’ journey from the Avell 
where we had first been seized, towards Avhich they now 
steered, in a N. W. direction. 1 mention this circumstance, 
to show the time these wonderful animals can live without 
drink, and supply their masters Avith milk, even when nearly 
destitute of vegetable substances ; and with Avater from their 
paunches after death. 

Soon after sunrise, our masters bade us drive the camels 
up the bank ; at this moment Archibald Robbins came? Avith 
his master to see us, and I supposed his master had brought 
him with a vicAV of selling him. 1 had not before seen him 
for fourteen days, and he had only arrived soon enough to 
Avitness our departure — I noAv on my knees begged, as 1 had 
done before, of Sidi Hamet, to purchase him ; but he said 
he could not, and so hurried us on. 
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I told Robbins what my present hopes Avere, and that if I 
should succeed in getting clear, I would use my utmost 
cndcav'ours to procure his and the rest of the crew’s redemp- 
tion. 1 begged him to continue as long as he could with his 
present master, who, for an Arab, appeared to be a very 
good man ; and to encourage Mr. Williams and all the 
others to b(;ar up with fortitude, and support life as long as 
it Avas possible, in the hope that, through my help or some 
other means, they might obtain their redemption in a short 
time ; and having taken my leave of him in the most affec- 
tionate manner, (in Avhich my companions followed the 
example,)* avc set out on our journey, but with heavy hearts, 
occasioned by the bitter regret we felt at leaving our fellow- 
sufferers behind, although 1 had done all in my power to 
make them partakers of our better fortune. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The author and four of his companions 'set out to cross the 
Desert — their sufferings — they come to a spring of fresh 
water — description of its singular situation. 

From the time I was sold to Sidi Hamct, my old master and 
his family shunned me as tlic}^ would a pestilenee- ; and the. 
old villain actually stole one jiiecc of our meat I'rom me, or 
rather robbed me of it just as we were settin" out ; for he cut it 
off' the string by which it was tied to the camel, in spite of my 
efforts to prevent him. Our masters were accompanied for 
a considerable distance by several men and women, wljo 
were talking and taking leaA'c, going on very slowly. We 
Avere ordered to keep theii' camels together, Avhich J thought 
I did ; yet Avhen they Avere finally ready to depart, they 
found their big camel had marched oft’ a gri'at distance, 
probably tAA'o miles from us, tblh>vvir\g a drove of camels 
going to the N.W. Sidi llanu'.t bade me fetch him back — 
pointing him out : notAvithstaiiding my Aveak and exhausted 
state, I was obliged to run a gieat Avay to come up with him, 
but my rising spirits supported me, and I succeeded in 
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bringing him back, where the other camels were collected 
by my shipmates. 

Sidi Ilamet and Seid had two old camels on which they had 
rid, ajid they had bought also a young one that had not been 
broke for riding. We were joined here by a young Aral) 
named Abdallah: he had beim Mr. Savage’s master imd owned 
a camel, and a. couple of goat skins to carry water in ; but 
these., as well* as those of our masters, were entirely empty. 
Sidi Ilamet had a kind of a pack-saddle for each of his old 
camels ; but nothing to cover die bones of his young one. 
Having fitted them as well as he could, (for he seemed to be 
humane,) he placiid Mr. Savage, Bums, and Horace, on the 
big one, and myself and Clark on the other okl one. Seid 
and Abdallah took their seats on the one which belonged to 
Abdallah, and Sidi Hamet mounted the young one himself to 
break him, sitting behind the hump on his bare back ; and 
thus arranged and equipped, we set off on a full.and long 
slritlingtrot. Itwas about nine, A. M. when we had momited ; 
and this Hot had c-oulinued for about tluee hours, when we 
stopjied a few minutes in a little valley to adjust our saddles. 
Here Sidi Hamet jmlled out a check shirt from one of his 
bags and gave it me, declaring he had stolen it, and had 
tried to get another for Horace, but had not been able: 
“ Put it on,” said he, “ your poor back needs a covering 
(it being then one entire sore.) I kissed his hand in 
gratitude, and thanked him and my Heavenly Father for this 
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mercy. Clark, a day or two before, had got a piece of an 
old sail, that partly covered him — Bums had an old jacket, 
and Horace and Mr. Savage a small goat skin added to llu'ir 
dress — so that we were all comparatively comfortably clarl. 
We did not stop here long, but mounted again, and pro- 
ceeded on our course to the E.S.E. on a full trot, which was 
continued till night; when, coming to a little valley, wc 
found some thorn bushes and halted Ibr the night. 

Here we kindled a fire, and our masters gave us a lew 
mouthfuls of the camel’s meat, which we roasted and ate. 
As wci had drunk no water for the last three days, excc])t a 
very little of what w'e had taken from tlie earners paunch, 
and which was now reduced to about four quarts, we, as 
well as our masters, suffered exceedingly for the want of it, 
and it was thereupon dc^terrained to make an equal dis- 
tribution of it among the whole party ; which was accord- 
ingly done with an impartial hand. This we, poor sufferers, 
made out to swallow, foul and ropy as it was, and it consi- 
derably relieved our parched tliroats ; and then, finding a 
good shelter under a thorn bush, notwithstanding our un- 
abated pains we got a tolerable night’s sleep. We had 
travelled this day steady at a long trot, at a rate, I judged, 
of between seven and eight miles an hour ; making a dis- 
tance of sixty-three miles at the lowest computation. Before 
daylight in the morning of the 28 th, we were called up and 
mounted on the camels as before, and we set off on the long 
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trot, on the same course, i. e. E. S. E. as on the preceding 
day. 

The same smootli hard surface continued, with now and 
then a little break, occasioned by the naked heads of rocks 
just rising above the plain,- and forming, in some places, 
small ledges. Near one ol‘ these, we alighted a few minutes 
about noon, for our masters to perform their devotions ; and 
we allayed our thirst by drinking some of the camels’ urine, 
which we caught in our hands : our nnusters did the same, 
and told me it was good for our stomachs. The camels 
took very long steps, and their motions being heavy, our 
legs, unsupported liy stirrups or any thing else, would fly 
backwards and forwards, chafing across their hard ribs at 
every step ; nor was it possible for us to prevent it, so that 
the remaining flesh on our jiosteriors, and inside of our 
thighs and legs was so beat, and literally pounded to pieces, 
that scarcely any remained on our bones ; which felt as if 
ihcy had been tlirown out of their sockets, by the continual 
anti sudden jerks they experienced during this longest of 
days. It seemed to me as tliough the sun would never go 
dowm, and when at last it did, our masUws had not yet found 
a place to lodge in ; for they wished, if possible, to find a 
sj>t)i where a few shrubs were growing, in order that the 
camels might browse a little during the night. They stopped 
at last after dark in a very small valley, ibr they could find 
no better place ; here they kindled a little fire, and gave us 
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about a pound of meat between us, which we greedily de- 
voured, and then allayed our thirst in a similar manner as 
before mentioned. 

Wc had started before daylight this morning, and had 
made but one stop of about fifleen minutes in the course of 
(he whole day until dark night, having travelled at least 
fifteen hours, and at the rate of seven miles the hour, making 
one hundre^d and five miles. Here, in our barebone and 
mangled state, we were forced to lie on the naked ground, 
without the smallest shelter from the Avind, Avhich bleAv a 
violent gale all night from the north — suffering, in addition 
to the cold, the cravings of hunger and thirst, and the most 
excruciating pains in our limbs and numerous sores ; nor 
could either of us close our eyes to sleej> ; and I cannot 
imagine that the tortures of the rack can ext’ecd, nor iiuleeil 
hardly equal, those we experienced this night. Sidi liamet 
and his ttvo companions, who had l)cen accustomed to ride 
in this manner, thought nothing of it ; nor did they even 
appear to be fatigued ; but when 1 shoAved him niy sores in 
the morning, anti the situation of my shipmates, he Avas 
much distressed, and feared wc Avould nt)t liAe. He told 
me we should come to good w'ater soon, Avhen Ave might 
drink as much as Ave wanted of it, and after that he Avould 
not travel so fast. 

We AA'erc placed on our camels soon after day-light, (this 
was the 29th,) having nothing to eat, and drinking a little 
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caiiicl’s water, which we preferred to our own : its taste, as 
I before observed, though bitter, was not salt; and they 
void it but seldom in tliis dry and thirsty country. Pro- 
ceeding on our journey at a long trot, about nine o’clock in 
the morning, we discovered before us what seemed like high 
land, as we were seated on the camels ; but on our ap- 
proach, it proved to be the opposite bank of what appeared 
once to have been a river or arm of the sea, though its bed 
was now dry. At about ten o’clock, we came to the bank 
nearest us ; it was very steep, and four or five hundred feel 
di^ep, and in most places perpendicular or overhanging. 
Tlicse banks must have been washed at some former period, 
t'ither by the sea or a river ; which river, if it was one, does 
not now exist. After considerable search, our masters 
found a place where our camf*-ls could descend into it, and 
having lirst dismounted and made us do the same, we drove 
them down. AVhen we had descended the most difticult 
part of the bank, Seid and Abdallali went forw'ard (wnth 
I heir guns) to search for a spring of fresh water, which Sidi 
llamet told me w as not very far distant. He now made me 
walk idoinr with him, and let the others drive on the camels 
slowly after us ; for they, as well as ourselves, were nearly 
exhausted. He then asked me a great many questions 
resjjccting my countiy, myself and family ; and whethej’ 1 
had any property at home ; if I had been at Swear ah, and 
if I told him the truth concerning my having a fiiend 
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there, who would pay money for me ? He said also, that 
both liimself and his brother had parted with all their pro- 
perty to purchase us, and wished me to be candid with him, 
for he was “ my friend.” “ God (said he) will deal with 
you, as you deal with me.” I .persisted in asserting that I 
had a friend at Swearah, who would advance any sum of 
money I needed, and answered his other tjuestions as well 
as I was able ; evading some I did not choqse to answer, 
pretending I did not understand them. “ AVill you buy 
Clark and Bums? (said he) they are good for nothing.” 
They certainly did look worse, if possible, than the rest of 
us. I told him they were my countrymen, and my brothers, 
and that he might depend upon it 1 would ransom them, if 
he would carry us to the empire of JVIorocco and to the 
Sultan. “ No, (said he,) the Sultan will not pay for you, 
but I will caiTy you to Sweamh, to your friend ; Avhal is his 
name ?” “ Consul,” said I. It seemed to please him to 

hear me name my friend so readily ; and after teaching me 
to count in Arabic, and by my fingers, up to twenty, (which 
was ashreen^) he told me I must give him two hundred dollars 
for myself, two hundred dollars for Horace, and for the 
others I must pay one hundred dollars each ; showing me 
seven dollars he had about him, to be certain that we un- 
derstood each otlier perfectly; and he next made me 
understand that I must pay for our provisions on the road, 
over and above this sum. He then made me point out the 
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way to Swearah, which I was enabled to do by the sun and 
trade-wind, making it about N. E. “ Now, (said he,) if 
you will agree before God the Most High, to pay what I 
have stated, in money, and give me a double-barrelled gun, 
I will take you up to Swearah ; if not, I will carry you off 
that way,” pointing to the S. E. “ and sell you for as much 
as I can get, sooner than carry you up across this long 
desert, where’ wc must risk our lives ever}' day for your 
sakes ; and if you cannot comply with your agreement, and 
we get there safe, wc must cut your tiiroat, and sell your 
comrades for w hat they will bring.” I assured him that I 
had told him the tnith, and called God to witness the sin- 
cerity of 111}' intentions, not in the least doubting if I could 
once arrive there, I should find some one able and willing 
to pay the sum tliey demanded. “ You shall go to Swea* 
rah, (said he, taking me by the hand,) if God please.” He 
then showed me the broken pieces of my watch, and a 
plated candlestick, Avhich he said he had bought from some 
person w ho had come from the wreck of my vessel. The 
candlestick had belonged to Mr. Williams — he said he 
bought the articles before he saw me, and wished to know 
what they were Avorth in Swearali : I satisfied him as well as 
I could on this point. During this conversation we kept 
w'alking on about east, as the bed of the river ran near the 
northern bank, winch Avas very high, and Sidi Hamet looked 
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at me as if his eye would pierce niy very soul, to ascertain 
the secrets of niy heart, and discover whether I was deceiv- 
ing him or not; and he became satisfied that 1 w^as sinctTc. 

By this time, we had arrived nearly opposite the place 
where he calculated the spring Avas, and his brother and 
Abdallah, being not far off, he hailed tlipin to know if they 
had found it ; to w’hich they ansAvered in the negativ’^e. 
After searching about an hour in the bank, lie discovered it, 
and calling to me, for I was beloAV, bade me come up to 
Avherc he was, at the foot of a perpendicular cliff — I clam- 
bered up over the fragments of gieat rocks that had falkai 
dowm from above, as fast as my strength avouUI jiermit, and 
having reai^hed the spot, and seeing no signs of Avater, the 
tears floAved fast doAvn my cheeks, for I concluded the 
spring was dried up, and that Ave must noAV inevitably 
perish. Sidi Hamct looked at me, and saw my tears of 
despair — “ Look down there,” said he; (pointing through a 
fissure in the rock ;) I looked and saAv water, but the cleft 
Avas too narrow to admit ol’ a passage to it ; then showing 
me another place, about ten or fifteen yards distant, Avlierc 
I could get down, to another small spring — “ Sherub, Riley, 
(said he,) it is sweet.” I soon reached it, and found it SAveet 
indeed; and taking a copious draught, I called my com- 
panions, Avho scrambled along on their Avay up, exclaiming 
with great eagerness, “ Where is the water ? for God^s sake ! 
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where is it ? Oh, is it sweet ?” 1 showed it to them, and 

they were soon convineed of the joyful fact. This water 
was as clear and as sweet as any I had ever tasted. 

Sidi Hamet now allowed us to drink our fill, while Seid 
and Abdallah were driving tlie four camels up the bank by 
a zig-zag kind of a foot-way, from which the stones and 
other impediments liad been before removed, apparently 
with great trouble and labour. This spring, the most sin- 
gular perhaps in nature, was covered with large rocks, fifteen 
to twenty feel high, only leaving a narrow crooked passage 
next the high bank lichind it, by which a common sized 
man inight dcsc(>nd to get at it. It might contain, I should 
calculate, not more than fifty gallons of water ; eool, clear, 
fresh, and sweet, and I presume it communicated with the 
one that was first shown me between the rocks, which 
was much smaller. The camels hail been driven to within 
fifty 3 ’ards below the spring ; our masters then took oft’ the 
large bowl w'liich they carried for the jiurpose of watering 
the camels : then bringing a goat skin near the spring, made 
me fill it Avith the water, my three shij)mates.rpassing it up 
to me in the bowl — I kept admonishing my companions to 
<lrink with moderation, but at the same time 1 niyself con- 
tinued to take in large draughts of this delicious Avater, 
without knoAving Avhen to stop ; in consetjuence of Avhich I 
was seized Avith A'iolent pains in n\y boAvels^ but soon found 
relief. 
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It Avas here that I hacl an opportunity of ascertaining the 
quantity of water which a camel (*ould drink atone draught. 
Wc filled a large goat skin fifteen times, containing at least 
four gallons, and every drop of this Avater Avas SAvalloAved 
doAvn by our largest camel, ■amounting to the enormous 
quantity of sixty gallons, or two barrels. The men kept 
crying out, “ Has not that camel done yet? he (ilone will drink 
the spring dry” It Avas in effect drained very Ioaa’’; but still 
Jicld out, as the AA'ater kept continually running in, though 
sloAvly. 'J’his camel was a very large and old one, about 
nine feet high, stout in proportion, and had not drunk any 
water for tAAcnty days, as J aaus informed by Sidi Hamet : 
but the other camels did not drink as much in proportion. 

Having finished AA’^atering them, Ave filled two goat skins 
with the water, Avhich had now become thic'k and Avhitish ; 
as the rock in Avhieh the basin Avas formed for holding it, 
appeared to be chalky, soft, and yielding. AVe descended 
this bank, and after j)rcparing the camels, avc AA cre mounted 
thereon, and proceeded as before, but along to tin* ('astAvard, 
in this arm of the sea’s bed. 1 call it an ann of the sea, 
because there could be no doubt in tin; mind of any one 
W'ho should vieAV it, that these high banks Avere Avorn and 
AA'ashed by AA'ater ; they Avcrc from six to eight or ten miles 
distant from each other, and the level bottom Avas encrusted 
with marine salt. The bank rises four or five hundred feet, 
and nearly perpendicular, in most places. The broken 
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fragments oi rock, gravel and sand, that had been undtn- 
mined by the water, and tumbled down, filled a considerable 
space near the cliff’s, and did not appear to have been washed 
by the water for a great number of years. I could not 
account for the incrusUilion ’ol’ salt (as wc must have been 
at least Llirec hundrctl miles from the sea ; this bottom or 
bed running from east northwardly to the west or S. W.) in 
any other way, than by supposing the sea water had one(^ 
overflowed this level ; that it had since either retired from 
that part of the coast, or formed a bar across its month, or 
outlet, and thus excluded itself entirely, and that the sea air 
combining with the saline deposit or sediment, continued 
this incrustation. 

'i’he curious and interesting springs, before mentionetl, 
are situated on tlie right or north side of this dry bay or 
river, about one hundred feet below the siiri’ace of the desert, 
and Irom three hundred and fifty to four hundred feet from 
the bed or bottom. 'There was not the smallest sign of their 
ever having ovcrflowetl their basins; thereby leaving it a 
mystery how they ever should have been discovered, as 
there was no rill to serve as a clue. 

Our masters now hurried on to the eastward, to find a 
place to emerge from this dreary abyss, still more gloomy, 
it possible, than the face of the desert. As we passed along, 
the salt crust crumbled under the feet of our camels, like 
the thill crust of snoiv. Wc came at length to a spot in the 
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bank at a kind of point, where we ascended gradually from 
one point to another until within, probably, two hundred 
feet of the top ; here we were obliged to dismount, and 
drive, coax, and encourage the camels to go up. The 
ascent was very steep, though in isig-zag direetions, and the 
flat rock over which the camels were forced to climb, threw 
them down several times, when our masters would encourage 
them to get up again, by singing and making repeated trials : 
helping them over the bad places by a partial lifting, and 
begging the assistance of God and his prophet most fervently, 
as well as* of all the saints. 

Having at length reached the surface of the desert, they 
stopped a few minutes to let the camels breathe, and also 
that we might come up, for Mr. Savage and Clark could not 
keep pace with the rest of us, on account of their severe 
pains in conscipicnce of overcharging their stomachs with 
water. The desert here had the same smooth appearance 
we had before obsen'^ed : no rising of the ground, nor any 
rock, tree, or shrub, to arrest the view within the horizon — 
all was a dreary, solitary waste, and we could not but admire 
and wonder at the goodness of Providence in providing a 
reservoir of pure fresh water to quench the thirst of the 
traveller and his camel in this dry, salt, and torrid region, 
and we felt an inexpressible gratitude to the Author of our 
being, for having directed our masters to this spot, where 
our lives had been preserved and refreshed by the cool 
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delicious spring, which seemed to be kept tliere by a 
continual miracle. 

Wc had not gone more than eight miles from the bank 
(in a N.E. direction) before wc stopped for the night: here 
wc found no lee to screen lis from the strong winds, nor 
bush for the camels, to browse on. I judge we had travellctl 
five hours this morning, at tlie rate of seven miles an hour, 
before reaching the bank, and five miles after getting down 
it, before we came to the spring; making it forty miles to, 
and ten miles from the spring to Avherc we halted for the 
night, so that this day’s march was all together at dcast fifty 
miles. 

'J’he dry bed or bottom before mentioned had probably 
been an inlet or arm of the sea that never was explored by 
Europeans, or any other civilized men; yet it must have 
had an outlet ; and that outlet must be to the southward of 
us, and if so, its mouth must have been at least three hundred 
miles distant. 

Here we ate the remainder of our camel’s meat: — we had 
no milk ; for neither of our masters’ camels yielded any, 
and our share of meat was not more than about an ounce 
each. 

I judged by the height of the north star above the horizon 
that wc were in about the latitude of twenty degrees North. 
1 now experienced that to have only one want supplied. 
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made us feel the others as less supportable than before ; for 
although we had drunk as much fresh water as we could 
contain, and our thirst was in a great measure allayed, still 
we were rendered extremely uneasy by the gnawings of 
hunger, which, together with our sufferings from the cold 
and piercing winds, made this a long and restless night. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Journeying on the Desert — they are hospitably entertained by 
Arabs, and come to a well of fresh water. 

On the momhig of the 301 li, we startt'd very eiirly ; three 
of us rode, while the other two Avalked ; taking our turns 
every three hours, or thereabouts. They h't the camels walk 
all this day, but their long legs, and the rel'reshment tliey 
had enjoyed at the spring, enabled them to step along so 
fast and briskly, that those of us who were on foot, were 
obliged to be on a continual snmll trot in order to keep up 
with them: the wind at tlie same time blowing very strong 
directly against us, and our coiuse being nearly N. E. 

About two o’clock P.M. Sidi Ilamet said to me, “ Rile3% 
shift Cemcl;” (I see a camel ;) he Avas very much rejoiced at 
it, anti so Avere his comjianions ; but neither I nor my com- 
panions could perceive any thing of the kind above the 
horizon foj’ tAvo hours after this. Our masters had altered 
their course to about East, and at length avc all saw a camel, 
aj)pearing like a speck in the horizon, but aa^c did not reach 
the travellers, Avho were Avith a large drove of camels, until 
sunset. Having come up Avith the men, they inA'ited our 
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masters to go home with them ; the inviUitioii was accepted, 
and we drove our camels along, following them as they went 
towards their tents : — ^it was dark and (luite late before we 
reached them, which were four in number. 

We stopped at a small distance fnim the tents, and were 
obhged to pluck up a few scattered shrubs, not thicker than 
straw, to make a fire with. Our masters had given us neither 
meat nor drink this day. I begged for some water, and they 
gave us each a very scanty drink. NVe had travelled full 
fourteen houre this day, and at the rate o(“ about three miles 
an hour, making a distance of about forty miles. e wtne 
now in a most piteous situation, extremely chafed and u'orn 
down with our various and complicated sufferings, and Ave 
were now to lie on the hard ground Avilliout the smallest 
screen ; not even a spot of sand on Avhich to rest our wearied 
limbs — we had been promised, however, something to eat 
by our host, and about 11 o’clock at night Sidi llamet called 
me, and gave me a bowl containing some boiled meat, Avliich 
I divided into five heaps, and Ave cast lots Ibr them. This 
meat was very tender, and there Avas just enough of it to 
fill our stomachs; after eating this, Ave had scarcely lain 
doAvn Avlum they brought us a large boAvl filled Avith milk 
and Avater. This Avas indeed sumptuous living, notwith- 
standing our pains and the scvei’ely cold night Avind. 

On the morning of the 1st October aa'c AA'tTc roused up 
early to puisue our journey. Sidi llamet now called me 
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aside, and gave me to understand tliat this man liad got my 
spy glass, and wantc'd to know wliat it was worth. J re- 
quester! him to show it to mo, which lie dkl ; it was a new 
one 1 liad bought in (jil)raltar, and it had not been injured. 
The Arab, though he did not know tlie use ot‘ it, yet as the 
brass on it glitlen'd, he thought it was worth a \ast sum of 
money. Sidi Ilamet liad only seven dollars in money, 
having invested the rest of his proj)erty in the purchasing of 
us, was not able to buy the glass; — his t'aney was as niueJi 
taken with it, however, as was that of the owner. They had 
also several artiek's of clothing in their possession, which 
gave me ■ reason to infer that we could not be a great dis- 
tance from the phux' where our vr'ssel wtis WTCcked ; but 
there was no method of calcidating to an}' degree of certainty, 
as they all move with such rapidity in their excursions, that 
they seem not to know' whither, or what distances they go, 
nor could 1 find out any thing from this man concerning the 
wreck, 'raking our leave from this truly hospitable man, 
we pursiMxl our course N. K. on the level desert. 

Our masters had been \'crv uneasy all th('. preceding day, 
on account of me(*ting with no land marks to direct their 
course ; they were in the same dilemma this day, directing 
their camels by the w inds and bearing of the sun ; frccpiently 
stopping and smelling the sand, whenever they came to 
a small sandy spot, which now and then occurred, but we 
did not come across any loose drifting sand. Wo took turns 
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ill ridint; anil walking, or rather trotting, as wc had done the 
day liolori', unlil the alternoon, Avht'n our masters walked, 
(or ralhcr ran,) and ja'cinilted us to ride. 

About four o’clock P. AI. we saw, and soon fell in with a 
<lroM' of camels, that had been to the northwaril for water, 
and were then going in a S. VV. direction, with skins full of 
M aler, and buckets for drawing and wattn’ing the camels ; 
their owners very civilly invited our masters to take uji their 
lodgings with them that night, and w'c went in company 
with them about two liours, to the South, where lalling in 
with a very extensive but shallow valley, we saw about 
fifty tents pitidied, and going into the largest clear place, 
unloaded and fettered our camels, to let them browse on the 
leaves and twigs of the small shrubs that grew there, or on 
the little low moss, with which the ground was, in many 
places, covered. As wt*. went along near the tents, the men 
and w'onien called me Itais, and soon gatheri'd around 
with their children to look at us, and to w’onder. Some in- 
tpiired about my counliy, my vessel, my family, &c. 
Having satisfied their curiosity, they left us to gather sticks 
to kindle our masters’ fire ; this done, we found, alter con- 
siderable search, a soil spot of saiul to lie (U>w'n ujion, where 
we slept soundly unlil about midnight, when w e were aroused 
and each of us presented with a good drink of milk: this 
refreshcil us, and w'e slept the rmnainder of the night, for- 
getting our sores ami our pains. 1 reckon w e had travelled 
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this last (lay afjont foiiy miles ou a course of about 
E.N.E. 

On the 2(1 Octobc'r we sol out, in company with all 
these families, and wont North fifteen or twenty miles, when 
they pitched their tents, and made n}> a kind of a shelter for 
our masters Avith tAvo pioei's of tent cloth joined loaothcr by 
thorns and supported by some sticks. Our masters guAC us 
a good drink of Avater about noon, and at midnight milk 
Avas brought from all (piarters, and each of us had as much 
as he could SAvallow, and actually swalloAvcd more than our 
poor stomachs could retain. 

The tribe did not move, as is customary, on the 2d 
October, Avaiting, as Sidi llainet said, for the purpose of 
feasting us. Tht\v gUA'c us as much milk as Ave could drink 
on the night of the second. Here our masters bought a 
sheep, of Avhich animals this tribe had about fifty, and they 
^vcr^'. the first we. had se('n ; but they Averc so poor, that they 
could Avith difliculty stand and feed upon the broAvn moss, 
which coA'ered jiart of the faciA of the valleys hereabouts, 
and Avhich moss Avas not more than one inch high. 'Phis 
tribe, not unlike all the others avc had seen, took no nourish- 
ment, except one good drink of milk at midnight, and a 
drink of sour milk and Avater at mid-day, Avhen they could 
get it. 

On the morning of the .‘Id October, our masters took 
leave of tliis hospitable tribe of Arabs, Avho not only fed 
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them, but seemed desirous that we their slaves should have 
suftieient nourislnnenl also, and gave us liberally of the best 
they had. Our masters had made a trade with them, and 
exchanged our youngest camel for an old one that was lame 
in his riglit fore foot, and one that was not inoix; than half 
gjfjwn. The old one they called Coho, (or the lame,) and the 
young one Goyette, (or the little childf) 'I'he sheep our 
masters purchased Avas tied about the neck Avith a rope., and 
J Avas obliged to lead it until about noon, Avhen Ave came to 
a low A'alJey, Avith some small bushes in it — in the midst 
there Avas a Avell of tolerably good Avater — here avc Avatered 
the camels, and as the sheep could go no farther, they killed 
it, and j)ut its lean cartuiss on a carntd, alter placing its 
entrails (which they would not allow me time to cleanse) 
into the carcass, 'fins well was about forty feet deep, and 
dug out among the big surrounding roots. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Theif arrive amongst immense mountains of driving sand — t/teir 
extreme sufferings — their masters find and steal some barley^ 
and restore it again. 

Hvv INC watered our camels, and filled two skins witli 
■water and drunk as niueli as we needed — they mounted 
Horace on the young camel, and all the others being also 
mounted, we proceeded on towards the N. E. at a long 
Malk, and sometimes a trot, driving the old lame camel 
before us until dark night, and I think we travelled thirty- 
live miles this day. The entrails of the sheep were now 
givini us for our supper ; these we roasted on a fire we made 
for the purpose, and ate them, Avhilc our masters finished 
two of the cpiarlers. 

We lay this night without any screen or shelter, and early 
in the morning of the 4th, we set oil’ on our journey, all on 
foot, driving our iranicls before us, on the same kind of flat 
surface we had hitherto travelled over : but, about 10 A. M. 
it began to assume a new aspect, and become sandy. 'J’he 
sand uhere we first entered it, lay in small loose heaj)s, 
tlirough which it u as very difficult to walk, as avc sank in 
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nearly to our knees at cacli step — this sand Avas scorching 
hot. 'J'Im; camels Avcn; noAv stoj)p<;d, and all of us inounlcd 
on them, when on their rising up, Ave saiv heforc us vast 
numbers of immcjise sand hills, stretching as far as the (\v(' 
couhl H'acJi from the north to the south, he:apcd up in a 
most terrific manner ; Ave soon arrived among them, and 
Aven^ struck Avith horror at the sight : — huge niouiifciins of 
loose sand, ])il('.tl uj) like drifted snoAv, tOAvered two hundred 
feet above our lu'ads on every side, and seemed to threaten 
destruction to our whole parly : not a green nor even a dry 
bush or shrub of any kind in vieAv to relieve the t^ye ; — ^liere 
Avas no path to guide our fooiste])s, nor had av(' a compass 
to direct our covirse, obstructt‘,d by these dreadful barriers. 
The trade winds Avhich had hitherto given us so much relief 
oji our journey, by refreshing our bodit.'s Avhen heated by 
the rays of an almost ])crpendicidar sun, and which had 
.served in some measure to direct our course — oA'en these 
winds, Avhich now blew like a tempest, became our formi- 
tlable enemy : — the loose sand dtnv ])efore its blasts, cutting 
our flesh lik(' hail stones, and very often covering us from 
each other’s sight, Avhile the gusts (Avhi(.'h followed each other 
in <.|uick succession) were, rushing by. 

We Avere ht're obliged to tlismount, and drive the famcls 
U2> the sandy steeps after our masters, Avho A\ent on before 
to look out for a jnacticable ])assage. 'fhe camels as well as 
ourselves trod det'p in the sand, and Avith great difficulty 
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ascended the hills ; but they went down them very easily, 
and l'ie(|U(!ntly on si lon£>- trot, following our masters. Sidi 
lluinet, Seid, and Abdallah, seemed full of apprehensions 
lor their own and our safety, and were very esireful of their 
camels. 

Thus we drove on until tlark, when coming to a space 
where the ssmd was not so much heaped up, being like a 
lake surrounded by mountains, we saw a few shrubs ; here 
we stopped for the night, unloaded, and tottered our camels, 
whose appetites were as keen apjiarently as ours, tor they 
tUnoured the few lea\es, together witli die shrubs, which 
Mere as thick as a man’s finger. We next prepared a kind 
of shelter Avith the saddles and some sand for our masters 
and ourselves to kec]) oft' in some measure the fierce and 
cliiHing blasts of Avind, and the driving sand which pierced 
our sores and caused us much pain. Having kindled a tire, 
our masters divided the meat that remained of the slieep : — 
it Avas sAveet to our taste, though but a morsel, and Ave 
pound(;d, chmved and SAvallowed all the bones, and afler- 
Avards got a drink of water: — ^then lying doAvn on the sand, 
Ave had a comfortable night’s sleep, considering our situation. 
I reckon aa^c had made thirty-live miles this day, having 
travelled about eight hours before Ave got among the lu'avy 
sand hills, at the rate of three miles an hour, and five hours 
among the sand hills, at the rate of tAVO miles an hour. U c 
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were all afflicted with a most violent diarrheea, brought on, 
no doubt, I)}’ excessive drinking and fatigue. 

At daylight on the morning of the 5th, I was ordered to 
fetch the camels, and took Mr. Savage and Clark with me; 
and the two old ones being fctt(u-e<l, that is, their two fore 
legs being tied within twelve inches of eacJi other, they could 
not wander far ; we soon found them, and 1 made the one 
1 found kneel dowui, and having Uiken ofl’ his fetters, 
mounted it with a good stick in my hand for its government, 
as the Arabs of the l^cseit use neithtn- bridle nor halter, but 
guide and drive them Jiltogether with a stick, and by words. 
Mr. Savage having found the big camel, took oft’liis fetters, 
intending to make him kiu'cl down in order to get on his 
biick ; but tlu^ old lame camel Avhich hail hitherto cai rii^d 
no load, and which had occasioned us much trouble, in 
forcing him to kecj) up with tlie others Avhen on our march, 
now set, off' on a greHl trot to the South : — ^the young one 
followed his exam[)le, so did Abdallah’s, and the big one 
started also, running at their greatest speed. Seeing the 
panic of the other camels, I endeavoured to stoi) them by 
riding before them with my camel, Avhich was the most 
active and fleet; but they woulil not stop-^dodging me 
every way ; my camel also tried to get rid of its load by 
ruuiiiiig, jumping, lying down, rolling over and striving to 
bite my legs ; but 1 made shift to get on again before he 
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could rise, and had got sonic miles from M’liorc I had started, 
keeping near and freijnently bel'orc the other camels, which 
appeared fo be. vcr\^ much frightened. Our masters had 
watched us, and when the. camels set off, had started on a 
full run after them ; but had* been hid from my view by the 
numerous sand hills, ovijr and among which ive pa.ssed. 
Finding I could not stop the. others, and fearing I should be 
lost myself, !• stojipcd the one I was on, and Sidi Hamet 
soon coming in sight, called to me to make my camel 
lie down. He mounted it, and after inquiring m liich way 
the other camels went, (which were now out of sight,) and 
telling me' to follow his tracks back to our stuff, he set off 
after them on fidl speed : — Scid and Abdallah followed him 
on foot, running as fast as ])ossible. 1 returned ; and pick- 
ing up a few skins that had jolted off from tlic little camel, 1 
joined Mr. Savage and Clark, and we reached the place 
where w(? had slej)l, but much fatigued ; and here we 
remained for two or thrc<^ hours lictbre our masters returned 
with the camels. 

We had during this interval lasted the bark of the roots of 
the shrubs which grew on the sand near us — it was bitter^ 
but not ill flavoured, Jind we continued to eat of it until the 
runaway camels wore brought back ; it entirely cured our 
dianluTPa. 'fhey had overtaken the camels with much diffi- 
culty, and the creatures were covered with sweat and sand. 

X 
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I expected we should receive a flogging as an atonement for 
our carelessness in letting the big camel go, that had been 
fettered, and in particular, that Mr. Savage would be 
punished, whom I did not doubt they had seen, when he 
let his camel escape. So as soon as tlu^y got nigh, I began 
to plead for him; but it was all to no jmrpose, for they 
whipped him with a thick stick (or goad)* most unmercifuUy. 
Mr. Savage did not beg as 1 should have done in our situa- 
tion, and in a similar case, and they believed he had done 
it expressly to give them trouble, and continued to call him 
Fmte, (i. e. a bad fellow ,) all the remaining part of the jour- 
ney. Having settled this affair, and put what stufl* they had 
on the camels, we mounted them and proceeded, — shaping 
our course, as before, t(» the li. N. E. as near as the moun- 
tains of sand w ould permit. It was as late as nine o’clock 
when we started, and at eleven, having made about three 
leagues,, Avinding round the sand hills on a trot, Ave were 
obliged to dismount. The hills now stood so thick, that 
great care Avas necessary to prevent getting the camels into 
an inextricable situation between them,' and our mast(‘rs 
Avent on a head, two of them at a considerable tlistimce, to 
pick the way, and one to direct us hoAV to go ; — the latter 
keeping all the time in sight. ’I’he sand Avas heated (as it 
had been the preceding day) by the rays of the sun, to such 

t 

a degree that it burned our feet and legs, so that the smart 
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was more severe than the jiain we had before experienced, 
from our blisters and chafing : — it was like A\'ading through 
glowing embers. 

During the whole of this day, we had looked for shrubs, 
or some green thing to relieve the eye; but not a speck of 
verdure Avas to be seen. We had no food ; our ivater was 
nearly exhausted, and Ave saAV no sign of finding an end to 
these horrid heaps of drifting sand, or of procuring any 
thing to relicA'C our tatigucs and sufferings, Avhich were now 
really intolerable. We continued on our rontc;, howev'er, as 
near as circumstances would permit, K. N. E. until about 
nine o’clock in the evening, and stopped to rest among the 
high and dreary sand heaps, Avithout a shrub for our camels 
to cat. I calculated Ave had gone this day Irom nine to 
eleven o’clock, twelve miles, and I’rom that time till we 
stopped, about tAvo miles an hour, making in all thiity-tAvo 
miles. We had nothing to cat ; our masters hoAA'ever gave 
us a drink of Avatcr, and being fatigued beyond description, 
we soon sank doAvn and fell asleep. I happened to awake 
in the night, and hearing a heavy roaring to the northward 
of us, concluded it must be a violent gust ol’ Avind oc a hur- 
licanc-, that Avould soon bury us in the sand for ever. I 
thcn'fore immediately aAvakened my companions, Avho Avere 
more terrified at the noise even than myself, for a feAv mo- 
ments ; but Avhen Ave percciA'ed that the souml came no 
Hearer, I was convinced, (as thcAvind did not increase,) Uiat 
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it must be the roaring of the sea against the coast not far off. 
This was the first time we had heard the sea roar since the 
lOth of September ; ami it proved to us that our masters 
were going tow'ards the empire of Morocco, as they had 
promised. My comrades were much rejoiced at being unde- 
ceived on that subject, for they had all along continued to 
suspect the contrary, notwithstanding 1 had constantly told 
them that the courses avc steered could not fail of bringing 
us to the coast. On the 6'th, early in the morning, we 
started, and I found, by inquiring of Sidi Hainet, that om’ 
conjectures were true ; that we were near the sea, and tliat 
the roaring wc heard (and which still continued) Avas that 
of the surf: he added, “ You will get no more milk,” which 
1 thought he regretted very much. We continued on our 
course, labouring among the sand hills until noon, Avhen Ave 
found, that on our right, and ahead, they became less fre- 
quent, but on our left there was a string of them, and very 
high ones, stretching out as far as the eye could reach. The 
sand hills through Avhich avc had passed rested on the same 
hard and flat surface I have before mentioned, without 
being attached to it ; for in many places it was bloAvn off, 
leaving naked the rocks and baketl soil, betw'ccn the tower- 
ing drifts. 

About noon avc lei't these high sands, and mounting on 
the camels, proceeded along southward of them, where the 
sand Avas still deep, but not high, on about an East course. 
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Near this line of sand hills our masters discovered two 
camels — tliey bore about N. E. and wc made directly for 
them as fast as possible. On a near approach wc observed 
they were loaded, and our masters now took off the sheaths 
from their guns and primed them anew ; and upon coming 
near the camels, they dismounted and made us do the same. 
We saw no human being. 

The camels' had large sacks on their backs, made of tent 
cloth, and well filled with something ; there Avas also a large 
earthen pot lashed on one of them, and two or three small 
skill bags. Scid and Abdallah drove these camels on with 
ours, obserA'ing strict silence while Sidi Hamel was searching 
for the oAvnor of them Avith his double barrelled gun, cocked 
and jirimed. Mr. Savage Avas on the young camel, and not 
being able, to keep up, was a mile or more behind ; when 
Sidi- llumcl found the OAvner of the camels asleeji on the 
saiul ntiar Avhere Mr. SuA’^age Avas. lie went towards him, 
keeping his gun in readiness to fire, until he saAv the other 
had no fire-arms, and Avas fast asleep ; Avhen stej)])ing care- 
fully up, he snatched a small bag from near the sleeper’s 
head, and Avent slowly aAvay with it until past the fear of 
waking him. He then assisted in driving Mr. Savage/s camel 
along, and they soon came uj) vAith us, Avherc Stiid and Ab- 
dallah hatl made the two loaded camels lie doAvn belAvc(;n 
some small hillocks of sand. They untied the mouth of one 
of the sacks, and behold its contents aa ere. barley ! 'J’his was 
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the first bread stuff we had seen, and it gave us new hopes ; 
they poured out about fifty pounds of it, I should guess, and 
put it into a large leathern bag of their own ; then tying up tlic 
neck of the sack again, they made the camels get up with 
their loads. They now began to examine the contents of the 
small bags, and found them to consist of a number of small 
articles; but the one that was taken from near the Arab's 
head was partly filled with barley tneal. 'nu^ySvere all over- 
joyed at this discovery, and imiucdiately poured out some 
of it into a bowl; mixed it with water, and ate it; then 
giving us about a quart of water between us, with a handful 
of this meal ii\ it, making a most delicious gruel, they hur- 
ried us on to our camels, and set off to the S. 111. on a lon‘> 
trot, leaving the strange camels to tlMunselvcs. 

Wc had not proceeded more than half an hour, before we 
saw a man running swiftly in chase of us, and hallooing to 
make our masters stop ; they knew he must be the owner ol' 
the camels they had robbed, and paid no other attention to 
him than to push on the camels faster. Sidi llamet now 
told me that that fellow was a “ poor devil — he has not even 
a musket,” said he, “ and he let me take this bag while he 
was asleep.” The man gained on us very fast. 1 was afraid 
he would get back what had been taken from him by our 
masters, esj)ecudly the barley — so were my shipmates ; one 
of whom wished he had a loaded musket — saying, “ I would 
soon stop him if 1 had one, and thus save the barley.” Our 



CAPTIVITY IN THE CHEAT DESERT. 159 

inaslcrs made their signs for this man to go back, but he 
continued to advance, while our Arab masters, finding he 
would come up, kept their guns cocked in their hands, and 
ready to lii e on him, though he had no other anus tlian a 
siumitar; and drawing near, the}' halted, upon which the 
stranger making an apj)eal to God and bowing himself down 
and Avorshipjiing, "declared that he had lost a part of his 
property, and. that he knew they must have taken it ; that 
he M'as their brother, and would rather die than c;ommit a 
bad action, or sufler others to do it with impunity : — “ You 
have fire-arms,” (Ceiibeatahs,) said he, “ and believe you 
c:au kill me in an instant ; but the God of ')ustiec is iny 
shield, and will protect the innocent — I do not fear you.”— 
Sidi Ilamet. then told him to leave his scimitJir where he Avas, 
and af)prouch without fear, and then making our camels 
kneel down, we all dismounted. The stranger upon tliis 
came forward and asked — “ Is it peace ?” — “ It is,” was the 
rc])ly of Sidi Hamet ; they then saluted each other Avith — 
“ Peace be with you — peace be to your house — to all your 
friciiils,” &c. See. and shaking one another in a most cordial 
manner by the hand, seated themselves in a circle on the 
ground. After a long debate, in Avhich our masters justified 
themselves for having taken the provision Avithout leaA'c, 
because avc, their slaves, Avere in a state of stsirvation, Avhich 
Avas A’ery true, they added — “ Y^ou Avould not have refused 
them a morsel, if you had been aAvakc !” — and it was there- 
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upon finally agreed, to restore all that they had taken : so 
they made us clear a place on the ground tliat was hard, and 
pour out the barley from our bag. Tliey also gave him up 
his bag of meal, which had been much lightened, and a very 
small bag, which I supposed .to contain opium ; this they 
said was all they had taken : — ^then after they had prayed 
together, we all mounted our camels and proceeded on our 
journey. Religion and honour even among thiqves ! thought I. 
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CHAPTER Xlll. 

Continuation of the Journey on the Desert — several singular 

occurrences — they come within sight of the Ocean. 

0 

Trirs had detained us about an hour: Mr. Savage was put 
on tlie old camel, which still continued very lame, and 
Horace on the smallest. 'I'hese camels coultl not keep pace 
with the others, and both Mr. Savage and Horace were 
severely Hogged for what our masters called bad nianage- 
mcnl : though the true reason 1 suspected was the loss of 
the stolen barley, which had put them in a bad humour. 
We kept on to the East as fast as the camels could go, until 
late in the evening, when hearing the voices ol' men halloo- 
ing to each other, at a short disUmcc on our left, our 
masters seemed much frightcneil ; kept all still; and finding 
a deep hollow, we silently descended its steej) bank, leaving 
our little camel with his U^gs tied, on the level above, as he 
was so far worn down by fatigue lhal he could scarcely 
walk. When we got to the bottom of it, we found a con- 
siderable number of small bushes, and having taken the 
saddles from off the camels and fettered their fore legs 
togetlier, as usual, we let them go to feed. I calculate wc 
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travelled seA'cn hours this day, at two miles an hour, anioiiti 
the sand hills ; then two hours on eamels, until we came to 
the strange ones, at the rate of six miles an hour, including 
two sto])s, say two hours; then from four until about 10 P. M. 
six hours at five miles an hour— total this day, fifty-six miles. 

As soon as the camels were fettered, our masters examined 
their guns, and having ascertained that they were well 
jirimed — ascended the sand hills in this valley, (for (hen; 
was much drifted sand about it in sealtering heajis, and it 
a]>|)eured to have once Iw'cn a. river, whose, bed was now 
dry.) Tlu'y bade us all follow them, and went first to tlu* 
lowest part of the valley ; then ascending the sleep sides ol’ 
the sand drifts, made us crawl after them on our hands and 
knees. After they had gainetl the top, and waiting for us 
to climb up, they set up the most tremendous howling 1 had 
ever before heard — one counterlei ling the tone of a tiger, 
the other the roar of a lion, and the third the sharp Inghtful 
yell of a famished wolf. Having kej)t up this eoneert for 
some time, tlu'y again proceeded, mounting and descending, 
and searching for tracks, <!v:c. 

1 was much terrified, J confess, and exjiceted they were 
hunting for the people, we had heard halloo when we entered 
the valley, to rob and murder them, and that we were to 
.share their danger, and cany their spoil. Hut after they 
had kept us mounting and descending about two hours, 
they found a snug retreat, sunounded on all sides by high 
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sand drifts, where however a few small bushes were grow- 
ing : they made us lie down in the dee]) sand, and after 
continuing their bowlings for about hall* an hour, bade us 
go to sleep, Avhich we much needed, as our fatigues were 
excessive : they had not suffered us to make the least noise 
since we reached the valley — nor did they themselves make 
any, except in imftation ol* wild ferocious beasts. 1 was 
nf)w fully persuaded that they wert; actuated by feelings ol’ 
fear and not views of j>lun<icr in these inananivres ; and 
taking a station w'itli their guns in their liamls around us, as 
il' afi’aid they should lose their slaves, wt; soon forgot our 
troubles in* the arms of slt^cp, and did not awake until the 
morning of the 7th, wluin \vc rej)aired to our camels and 
found every thing sate. I’lierc were more camels, which we 
saw' in the opiMi valley, browsing u])on the bushes, which 
grt'Av higher here than any we had hitherto seen ; they were 
of a different species, and not clothed with long thorns. 

Just as Ave Avere ready to set off on our journej', an old 
woman and a boy came Avherc avc Avere ; the Avonian ap- 
peared very friendly, made ir.tjuiries respecting our situa- 
tion, and if our masters as aa'cII as ourselves were not 
hungry ; and finding that avc Avere indeed in Avant of food, 
she sent off her boy, Avho soon returncid Avith the boiled 
remains of AA-hat I conceiA'cd to hav«^ been a sheep or goat, 
consisting f)f the entrails and a fcAV bones ; of these; our 
masters ate the greatest ])aiT, l)ut gaA'e. us the remainder — 
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that is to say, the bones, M'hich wc were very glad to get, 
bare as they were, for our hunger was extreme. 

Having gnawed and swallowed this hard food, and drunk 
about half a pint of water each, coloured with sour milk, 
which the old woman kindly gave us, avc proceeded on our 
journey, mounting this dry river’s bed or gully, which had 
been acted upon by water at no very rdhiote periotl. W o 
here saw the first bushes that deserved that name, since we 
had been on this continent. They appeared to be of the 
Avillow kind, some of them as large as a man’s leg, and 
about fifteen feet in height. It was Avith much difficulty the 
camels could ascend this bank, but Avhen avc tlid reach its 
summit, Ave fountl ourselves on the same level desert us avo 
had before travelled on : our vicAv on every side Avas l>ounded 
only by the distant horizon, except on our lel’t, where a long 
string of sand-drifts of great height intercepted it. Near 
these sand hills avc discoA’cred a man mounted on a camel ; 
he rode sAviftly toAvards us, Avhieh our masters observing, 
while he Avas yet a great AA'ay ofl’, dismounted from tlicir 
camels to Avait I'or his approach. Myself and Mr. Savage 
were on foot, making the best of our way along. We saAV 
our masters dig holes in the sand, and bury two small bags 
which tlK'y had stolen from the sti’anger the day before, at 
the time they helped themselves to the barley. ’I'he man 
on his camel soon emne up, and we recognized him as 
the same our masters had plundered ; he had followed us 
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on, and now told them they had stolen his goods and de- 
ceived him besides. 

Our masters denied the charge, and after showing him 
that they had nothing about them of the kind he described, 
told him to satisfy himself fully, and to go and search their 
stuff on the camels; protesting at the same time that he 
accused them wroilgfully, and calling God to witness that 
they had nothing of his in their possession. The man 
seemed satisfied with llicir protestations, and rode off 
without, further examination. \Vc were going on during 
this time, and they remained on the sj>ot to dig up the 
treasure after its owner had left them. AVhen they came up 
M'ith \is, Sidi Hamet said to me, “ that fellow wanted his 
bags and things, but he has not got them yet:” he then 
showed me the bags and their contents. There was a small 
box in one of the hags, containing opium and several 
hollow sticks of the thickness of a man’s finger, and six or 
(‘iglil inches long ; tlu'se Averc filled Avith Avhat I supposed to 
be gold dust; the other bug contained l.oba<*eo stalks, and 
the roots of an herb, Avhich I afterwards understood to bo a 
specific remedy for evil eyes, or Avitcheraft ; this they 
esteemed as of great value, even more than the gold dust 
and opimn : the natives smoke this root through the leg or 
thigh bone of a sheep or goat, tliey having no other pif)c;s, 
and tlicn conceit themselves invulnerable. J c'onfess 1 Avas 
not much pleased at the discovery of our masters’ propensity 
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to thieving, and could not help being apprehensive of the 
consequences that might result from such licentiousness, 
affecting our safety and prospects of release. We travelled 
fast most of this day, and must have made thirty-five miles 
on about an E. N. E. course. It was late wlum we stopped 
for the night : we were on a hard surface, and had neither 
shrub, nor indeed any other thing to fcntl off the cold night 
wind, which blew extremely fierce from the N.N.E. 

October the 8th, we stinted very early and rode on rapidly 
until the afternoon, when some camels’ tracks were dis- 
covered, at which our masters seemed very much rejoiced, 
for they were extremely hutjgry and thirsty. We follow(?d 
these tracks until about four P. M. (they being nearly on 
our course,) when we came in sight of a laigc drove of 
camels feeding on the scattere;d shrubbery in a small shallow 
valley, with a few sheep and goats, w hich were nibbling a 
short brown moss, not more than an inch in height, that 
grew round about in spots. After due salutations, w hich w ere 
very long and tedious, the owners of the flocks and herds 
invited our masters to remain with them for the night, which 
may well be supposed Avas readily accepted ; we having 
traAX'lled this day about forty-five miles. They shoAved our 
masters the Avay to their tents, Avho, after bidding us follow, 
set ofl‘ for them on a fidl trot : AV'e reached them in about 
half an hour ; there were al)out tAventy in number — pitched 
in a little valley near a small thicket of thorn treesi I call 
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them trees, because they were much larger than any vegetable 
productions we had yet seen in this country — a few of them 
might be eight inches in diameter. Our masters had already 
killeil a kid they had bought, and were employed in dressing 
it : which being prepared ijnd boiled soon after dark, our 
masters gave us the entrails, which wc immediately devoured 
thougli not clciined, and nen.rly raw, as wc had not patience 
to wait till they were roasted sufficiently ; they then otiiM’cd 
some of the meat to the Arabs, who Avere sitting around 
them on the ground, but as they only came to gralily their 
curiosity in viewing us, they did not aci*cpt of any. This 
was l.ht‘, .first time I had known any of them refuse so 
templing an ofl'er; and T could not but consider it as a 
fa\’oui'abl(^ omen, an<l that the land was becoming more 
fertile and productive as avc advanced on our journey, and 
that we must shoilly escape from this liorrible desert. 

Alter we had swalloAved our morsel, these people gave each 
of us a good drink of water, and at midnight (the hour set apart 
by the Arabs for tiiking their refreshment) they awaked me and 
gave me a bowl, conUiining probably four or five pounds of 
a kind of stirabout, or hasty pudding, in the centre of Avhich, 
in a hole made for the purpose, there Avas poured a pint or 
more of good savccI milk : — avc quickly seated ourselves iji 
■ a I'irclc around the bc^wl, and though it was quite hot, avc. 
sAvalloAved it in a momenl. This Avas the most delicious Ibod 
X ever tasted ; the eli’ect it produced on my palate has never 
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since been effaced from niy memory, and my companions 
agreed with me, that nothing half so sweet liad ever before 
enteretl their mouths; and as we all took it up with our 
hands, wich one accused the other of eating like a hog, and 
of devoui’ing more than his equal share. 1 endeavoured to 
convince them that it could not be more equally divided, as 
each put his hand to his mouth as fast ds he could. Nf)t- 
withstanding every one, by the irresistible .impatience of 
hunger, burnt his mouth and throat, yet this dish was un- 
speakably grateful : for hunger, sufferings and fatigue had 
absolutely reduced us to skeletons : it wanned our stomachs, 
and checked the dysentery, whi<di had been extremely dis- 
tressing for several days past. 'J’his was the first kind of 
bread we had tasted since we left the wreck. 

Our masters had been very much out of humour (probably 
owing to hunger) for several days, and beat my shipmates 
oftentimes most unmercifully, who, in their turn, smarting 
under the lash, and suffering incredibly from their sores, 
fatigues and privations, became as (!ross as wild bears, not- 
withstanding 1 did all in my power to lighten their burdens, 
relieve their fatigues, and intercede for and beg them off 
when our masters were about to beat them, and fi’equently 
walking that they might ride ; yet one of them would often 
curse me to my face, and load me with the most oppro^ 
brious ej>ithets. ISly kindness seemed but to inflame his 
petulence, and to excite in him a strange animosity, so that 
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in the I'aviiig of his distempered imagination, he declared 
that he hated the sight of me, and that my very smiles were 
more cutting to him than daggers presented to his naked 
breast : he seemed indeed to be transformed into a perfect 
savage in disposition, nor did this rankling humour forsake 
him until I showed him in Suze a letter I there received from 
Mr. \A'illshire, assuring me he would shortly redeem us from 
slavery. 

Early on the morning of the 9th, we set forward in a N. 
Easlcrly <lirt;clion, and having travclletl about ten hours on 
the camels, at the rate of four miles an hour, we came to a 
deep well, situated in tlie midst of a cluster of high bushes; 
here was a large company of men waUiring many droves of 
camels that were round about. These people saluted our 
masters in a friendly manner, when they came up. I was 
preparing to assist in drawing w^ater for our camels, but 
Sidi llaniet would not jiermit me or my companions to 
work ; indeed we were so extremely reduced and weak, that 
we could not without diliiculty stand steady on our feet, 
though (from what cause I know not) our sores were last 
healing, and our skins uniting in all j)arts over our bodies. 

^Vhilc. Seid and Abdallah were busied in drawing w'ater 
for our camels, an Arab came up with one, and led him to 
our masters’ watering tid) or bowl, which Scid observing, 
bade him desist ; but the strange Arab swore his camel 
should drink there, and he (Seid) should draw water for 
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him. This kindled the resentment of Scid ; he left his 
bucket, ran up to the Arab, and gave him a heavy blow on 
his face with his list, which staggered him near to fulling ; 
but recovering himsell', he drew his scimitar, and made a 
powerful tluust at Seid, ivlio saxed his life by s])ringing 
suddenly from him, and the scimitar but slightly pricked 
his breast. Sidi Jlamet had by this liine seiml and un- 
sheathed his gun, and presented it to the Arab’s breast w ithin 
a yard’s ilistance, reatly to blow him ihi’ough. AVhen he 
was about to fire, his hand w'as seized by one of the by- 
standers, and others of them rushing between the combatants 
to prevent bloodshed, laid hold of Seid and his antagonist, 
and having separated them by main force, they removed the 
Arab to the other side of the well, where some of the 
company drexv water for his camel, which having drunk its 
fill, they sent the fellow oft’, muttering curses as he went 
away. Our masters, during all this time, were so exasperated 
at the conduct of this man, tliat nothing less than the 
strength of superior numbers would have prevented them 
from putting him to death, and all the company agreed that 
they had been grossly insulted, especially as they w'crc 
strangers. 

When our camels had finished drinking at this Avell, the 
w'atcr of which was very brackish, we were mounted, and 
proceeded farther east for about one hour’s ride, •where we 
found two more xvclls, which appeared to have been lately 
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dug, and the water they contained was very salt. Here was 
a large drove of camels (probably one hundred) to be 
watered, and they obliged me to assist in drawing water 
until they had all finished ; my master encouraging me, by 
saying, “ their owner was a vtTy good man, anti would give 
us food.” It was about sunset when we had finished drawing 
water, and we followed the valley in which we were for about 
three miles east,- when we came to the tent we had been in 
tjuest of: here was no lee to keep off the cold wind, nor did 
wt‘ gel any thing to eat, notwithstanding our masters had 
])raised the liberality of om' host, and tried by every means 
to obtain some provisions from him. I soon found his 
goodness was like that of many others ; (i.e.) he was no 
longer liberal than while there was a prospect of profit. I 
presume we travelled forty-five miles this day. 

As soon as dayiighl ajipeared on the morning of the 10th, 
w'e set forw'ard, all moiuited on the camels, and kept on 
steadily until night over this most dreary desert, and came to 
a halt long after dark, w'ithout any thing to keep off the wind, 
Avhieh was blow'ing a strong gale. We travellcfl this day 
about thirteen hours, al four miles an hour ; as the camels 
went all day on a (juiek walk, we must hav(‘ made at least 
lifty-two miles E. N. f'. 

OcL the 1 1th, we set off very early on a full trot, and w^ent 
on until about noon, seven horn's, at six miles an hour, w'hen 
the land before us appeared broken, and we descended gra- 
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dually into a deep valley, whose bottom was covered M ith 
sand ; and on both sides of us, at a great distance, we saw 
very high and steep banks like those of a river, and followed 
tlie tongue of land that sejiarated them. Our course was 
nearly East. At about two P. M. our masters said they saw 
camels ahead, but ae could not perceive them for a long 
time after, when keeping on a great trol, we came up w ith a 
drove about six P. M. We could however find no owners, 
nor in fact any human being ; for all had fted and hid them- 
selves, probably from fear of being robbed, or that contri- 
butions might be levied on their charity for some provisions. 
We searched some time for the owners of these camels, but 
not finding them w^c continued on, and having come to the 
abrupt end of the tongue of laud on which we had been tra- 
velling, w'o descended into the river’s bed, which was dry 
and soil. Pushing forward, wx* reached a large cluster of 
bushes, which appeared like an island in a lake, when seen 
at a distance, and 1 sujjpose it was ten o’clock at night 
before we arrived at the spot, though we saw' it in the distant 
horizon long before dark. As w'c entered among the bushes, 
our masters preserved a profound silence ; and having found 
a clear spot of about twenty yards in diameter, encircled by 
high bushes, which kept olF the wdnd, we stopped there for 
the night ; having travelled that day for the space of about 
fourteen hours, at the rate of five miles an hour, making a 
distance of seventy miles. We had nothing this night where- 
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with to allay our hunger; our fatigues and sufferings may 
be more easily conceived than expressed; yet as we were 
sheltered from the night winds, we slept very soundly until 
we were roused up to continue our journey. 

On the 12th October, as. soon as daylight appeared, we 
watered the camels at a well of brackish water near the 
bushes before mentioned. Our masters had been careful 
not to make the least noise during the night, nor to kindle a 
lire, fearing they should be discovered and surprized by 
some niore powerful party ; but neither foe nor friend 
ajjpeared ; and having filled a skin with some of this 
brackish, water, we descended a second steep bank to the 
bottom, or lowest part of this river's bed, which was then 
dry, sandy, and encrusted with salt ; it appeared very wliite, 
and crumbled imder the feet of our camels, making a loud, 
crackling noise. I’he reasons of this bed being then with- 
out Avater, appeared to be tlie recess of the tide : its left bank 
rose very high in perpendicular cliffs, Avhile its right Avas 
sloping and covered Avilh sand, evidently blown by the 
Avinds from the sea beach, and Avhich lay in drifts up to its 
Aery summit. This bay (for it can l>e nothing else) ran into 
the land from near a S. W. to a West direction, and Avas not 
more than eight or ten miles Avide h^e, Avhich 1 aflei'Avards 
found Avas near its mouth, but was very broad Avithin, and 
extended a great distance into the country ; for since Ave 
entered its former bed we had travelled iwelvc hours, at the 
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rate of five miles an hour, making sixty miles, and it then 
extended farther than the eye could reach to the S. W. 

The steep banks on both sides, which were four or five 
hundred feet high, showed most evident signs of their havin" 
been washed by sea water from their base to near their sum- 
mits, (but at a very remote period,) and that tlic sea had 
gradually retired from them. Our maslerfe being in a state 
of starv’ation, their ill humour increased exceedingly, when 
about nine o’clock in the forenoon we saw two men, driving 
two camels, come down the sand hills on our rigiit. Our 
masters rode oft’ to meet them, and having made the ncces- 
siiry inijuiries, returned to us, who had (u)ntinued going for- 
ward, accompanied by Abdallah. Sidi Hamel informed us 
that there were goats in an E. S. E. direction not far distant, 
and that we should soon have some meal ; so we commenced 
climbing over the high hills of sand, in order that we might 
fall in with them. In ascending these hills, which were 
extremely difficult and long, our old lame camel gave out, 
having fallen down several times, which causetl mu(;h delay, 
so finding him nearly expiring, we abandoned him and pro- 
ceeded on; though this circumstance of losing the caftiel 
also helped to increase the rage of our masters, who now 
behaved like madmen^ As we were climbing up, we per- 
ceived a hole dug in the sand, and we were told that the 
entrails of a <;amel had been roasted there, which Seid dis- 
covered by ajijilying liis nos(^ to the surrounding earth. Sidi 
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llamet having gone on before us with Ihs gun, Ave had 
already ascended several miles of tins steep and sandy bank, 
and on arriving near the level of the surrounding country, 
Avc heard the report of a musket fired, at no great distance 
from Avhere we were, and soon perceived Sidi Haniet, 
accompanied by another Amb, dri\'ing a flock of goats 
before them. This Arab Avas much intimidated at the sight 
and report tif a gun, for my master had fired ofi‘ one of the 
barrels to frighten him. When the goats came near us, our 
masters, Avho considered possession as a very important pre- 
liminary, ran in among the flock, and seized four of them, 
whi(;h they gav<’. into our charge, until they should settle 
about the price with their owner, who was alone and unanned, 
but at this moment he Avas joined by his Avife : — she had not 
been at all frightened, and commenced scolding at our mas- 
ters most immotlcratcly and loudly : — she said, she would 
not consent to part with the goats, even if her husband did, 
anti insisted on knoAving Sidi Hamet's name : this he told 
her, and she then began to tantalize him for being so cow- 
ardly as to rob an unarmed man ; said tlie whole country 
should ring with liis name and actions, and she did not 
doubt but she could find some man who would revenge this 
injury — her husband all this time strove to stop her tongue, 
but to no purpose ; nor did she cease scolding until Seid 
presented his gun to her breast, and threatened her, if she 
spoke another word, to blow her to pieces. This conijielled 
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her to pause a moment, while our masters (taking advantage 
of lier silence) infonned them that he liad left a good camel 
a little distance behind, which being onij tired, could not 
proceed with them, and that he would give them this camel 
in exchange for these four goats, I could plainly discover, 
however, that these people did not believe him. Sidi Hamet 
nevertheless spoke the truth in part ; a '^camel was indeed 
left behind, but not a good one ; yet as there. was no alter- 
native, they were necessitated to submit ; the woman how- 
ever insisted on exchanging one goat we had for another — 
which our masters assented to, merely to , gratity her ca- 
price. 

I’his business being thus settled, which luid taken up 
nearly an hour’s time, our goats were tied fast to each other 
by their necks, and given into my charge; leaving Mr. 
Savage and Horace to assist in driving them. Clark and 
Burns were ordered to drive the camels, whilst our masters, 
a little less fretful than before, went forward to pick out a 
practicable passage for them and the goats, while my party 
brought up the rear. The goats were diflicult to manage, 
but we continued to drive them along, and gcncmlly w'ithin 
sight of the camels, though with great fatigue and exertion. 
Our hunger and thirst were excessive — the direct heat of the 
sun, as well as that reflected from the deep and yielding 
sands, was intense. Mr. Savage found here a very short 
green weed, which he pulled anti ate, telling me it was most 
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delicious, and as sweet as honey, but I begged him not to 
swallow any of it until J should ask our masters what M^as 
the nature of it, lor it might be poison ; and I refused to 
touch it myself, tlmugh it looked tempting. In our dis- 
tressed condition, however, he thought a green thing that 
tasted so well could do him no harm, and continued to eat 
whatever he could find of it, which (happily for him) was 
not much ; but in a short time he was convinced to the con- 
trary, for he soon began to vomit violently ; — this alarmed 
me for his safety, and 1 examined the weed he had been so 
dc;ligl>ted with, and after a close investigation, I was con- 
vinced it was no other than what is called in America the 
Indian tobac^eo. Its ellects were also similar ; but how these 
plants came to grow on those sands 1 cannot conceive. 

Mr. Sa\'age continued to vomit by spells for two hours or 
more, which, as he had very little in his stomach, strained it 
so excessively as to bring forth blood. I could not wait for 
him, because both our masters, their camels, and our ship- 
mates, were already out of sight. When he could proceed 
no farther, he would stop and vomit, and then by running 
(though in great distress) as fast as he was able, come up 
with us again. J encouraged him all I could — told him 
what the herb was, and that its effects need not be dreaded. 

E\ er since wc had been coming near the summit of the 
land, wc had discerned the sea; though at a great distance 
ahead and on our left, but as it appeared dark and smooth 


A A 



Riley’s shipwreck, and 


17fi 

in the distant horizon, I supposed it to be an extensive 
ridge of high woodland, and hoped w'e should soon reach it, 
as our course bent that way, and that this would prove to 
be the termination of the Desert. Horace, however, thought 
it appeared too dark and smooth for land, and regarding it 
again attentively, 1 discovered it was in fact the ocean, and 
I could plainly distinguish its mountainous waves as they 
rolled along, for it was greatly agitated by • fierce winds. 
This was tlic first view we had had of the sea since we ^vere 
made slaves ; it was a highly gratifying sight to us all, and 
jiarticularly so, as it w as quite unexpected ; and it very 
much revived the spirits of mysell' and desponding com- 
panions. 
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CHAl'TER XIV. 

They travel along the sea-coast under high hanks — -fall in with 
and join a company of Arabs — travel in the night for fear 
of robbers — Mr. Savage faints — is near being massacred, and 
rescued by the author. 

D iscERNrxG the tracks of our camels, which we had lost 
siglu of for a time, as they had crossed over rocks, w'here 
they had tfeseoiuled through a rent or chasm, partly covered 
with higli tlrirts of loose sand towards the sea-shore, we 
followi'd them tloA\Ti immensely steep sand hills, to a tole- 
rably inclined jdaue, between the first and second banks of 
the sea ; which, from appearances, had once Avashed the 
upper bank, but had long since retired : — ^the inclined plane 
had also been a beach for ages, where the stoni's, that now 
covered its surface, had been tossed and rounded, by strik- 
ing against one another. 

From this beach the ocean had also retired, and now 
Avashed other pcrpendicmlar cliffs of one hundred feet or 
more in height, at a distaiute of six or eight miles to the 
northward of the former ones, which appeared to rise in 
abru]>t, and in many places, overhanging cliffs of rocks to 
the height of three hundred feet. We had made our way 



180 iiiley’s suipweeck, and 

through tlicse cliffs, by means of a hollow, seemingly formed 
on purpose for a passage, as it was tlie only one. in view : 
and as I did not know wliich way our masters went, 1 had 
stopped to view the surrounding prospect, and now give 
what was then my impression. . I uas at a loss which way 
to steer my course, but our masters, who were concealed 
beliind a small hillock on our left, disefiverinsr mv embar- 
rassment, now called to me, where I soon Joined them. It 
was now' nearly dark, and there w'crc three or four families 
of Arabs near, sitting under a shelter made of skins extended 
b}^ poles : here our camels were turned up to browse, and 
we were ordered to collect brush, which grew on the steep 
side of the banks, to make a fire, and to keep off' the wind 
during the night. Mr. Savage w'as entirely exhausted, and 
1 requested him to lie dow n on the ground, whilst the rest 
of us gatherctl the bushes reejuired ; but Avhen I came in 
with my handful, Seid was boating him with a slick to make 
him assist. I begged he Avould permit Mr. Sa\ age to re- 
main where he was ; told him he w'as sick, and that I w'ould 
perform his share of the labour. Sidi liamet now returned 
and killed one of the goats, of which tlicy gave lis the 
entrails ; a seasonable relief indeed, and we w ere allowed to 
drink a little of the soup they were boiled in, and a small 
piece of meat was divided between us ; and each received a 
drink of water : 1 had before stolen a drink for Mr. Savage, 
whose bloody vomit continued. In the course of the night 
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they gave us a small quantity of the same kind of pudding 
we had before tasted, but as Mr. Savage was sick, they 
refused to give him any, saying, “ he had already eaten too 
much of something, but they did not know what." Sidi 
Hamet, however, saved a little of the pudding m a bowl for 
him, and as he seemed unwilling to die with hunger, I gave 
him part of the pudding I had, and saved my share of meat 
for him until l^e morning. Our hunger and tliirst being 
somewhat appeased, we slept this night pretty soundly. We 
had travelled this day about thirty miles. 

October the 14th, early in the morning, we took leave of 
these Arabs, but while we were busied in getting oti', Ab- 
dallah seiziKl on Mr. Savage’s pudding in the bowl as a 
good prize, and swallowed it in an instant ; so tliat nothing 
but 1113 ' care ol' Mr. Savage saved him from fainting and 
consequent death on this day. Our masters had purchased 
Iwo more goats from those Arabs, which increased our 
mnnber to live ; these we were forced to drive, and Ave kept 
along the sea-shore the Avhole of this da 3 '. On our right 
the origiiud sea-shore (or bank) rose nenrly three Imndrcd 
feet perpendicularly, and in many places, in overhanging 
cliffs. 'I’lu; inclined phme on Avhich we travelled Avas from 
three to six or eight miles Avide, and very regular ; covered 
with pebbles and many round stones; among Avhich grew 
here and there a few dwarf bushes of diffei'ent kinds from 
what I had seen before in various j)arts of the Avorltl. A 
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little to our left the plane broke off abruptly, and the ocean 
appeared. The bank was from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred feet high above the level of the sea, and mostly 
perpendicular, against which the heavy surges dashed witli 
great fury, sounding like loud peals of distant thunder. Our 
course and that of the shore was about east, and near dark 
we fell in with lour families of Arabs who were about 
pitching their tents near the sea-shore. Our masters w ent 
and introduced tliemselves to the one wlio ajipcared to lx; 
their chief or the principal character among them, and whose 
name was llassar. They soon became aeijuainted, and it 
was ascertained that llassar and liis wife, together with I'our 
men that were Avith him, and their families, Avere going iIk*. 
same route that Ave w'lu’t*, upon which our masters agreed to 
join company. 

Ilassar’s w'ite, Avhose name uas 'I’aniar, and ajipearetl to 
be an uncommonly intelligent Avoman, atidressed me in 
broken Spanish anti Arabic mixed ; — she said she had saved 
the lives of some Spaniards avIio had been Avreckeil on that 
coast a great many years ago ; that a vessel came for them, 
and that she went to Lanzarote (one of the Canary Islands) 
to get some goods Avhich the Spanish ca]>lain promised to 
deliA’^er licr father, avIio kcjit three of the men until the 
Spaniard should have fuHilletl his contract, and brought her 
back. She represented to me the manner in AA'hich the 
houses in Lanxarotc Avcrc built, and described tlie forts and 
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batteries with their cannon, &c. so very clearly and accu- 
rately, that 1 had no doubt but that she must have seen 
them, and I gave her to understand I had been there also. 
She said Lanzarote was a bad country, and told us we 
should not die with hunger while we remained in her com- 
pany. 

We travelled on the 14th about twenty miles. In the 
night oiu’ masters killed a goat and gave us a pail of the 
meat as well as of the entrails ; Ilassar’s wife also gave us a 
simill (|uanljty of the pudding before mentioned, M'hich the 
Arabs call Lliashy and here Ave had a good night’s sleep. 
October the l.'jth, early in the morning, Hassar and his 
company struck their tents, and all these families proceeded 
on with us until near night, when we came to a very deep 
gull}', which we could not j)ass in any other way than by 
going down the bank on to the sea bcacJi ; and as it was Ioat 
tide, there Avas a kind of [)athAvay where camels had gone 
down befoie us. We descended, and there found a tent 
Avith an Arab family in it just below the liigh bank ; so 
sending on the camels, Sidi Hamet made us stoj> here a 
few moments. The owner of the tent pretended to speak 
Spanish, but in fact kncAV only a few deUiched Avords of 
that language: he mentioned to me Uiat he kneAV I had 
promised Sidi Hamet that my friend in SAvearah would pay 
him the amount I had bargained for, stating the sum : 
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Now,” said this Arab — “ Iiavc you a friend in Swearah ?” 
I answered J had : — “ Do not lie, (said he,) for if you do, 
you will have your throat cut ; but if you have told him so 
merely that you might get off the desert, so as to procure 
something to eat, he will pardon that pretext and deception 
so far as only to sell you and your comrades to tlie highest 
bidder, the first opportunity, provided, however, that you 
confess the deceit now. In a few days (added he) you Avill 
find houses and a river of running water, anti should you 
persist in deceiving him, you will certainly lose your life.” 
1 made him understand that I was incapable of lying to 
Sidi Hamet ; that all 1 told him was true ; that he w as the 
man who had saved my life, and he should be w ell rewarded 
for his goodness by my friend, and by our Almighty Father. 
This seemed to satisfy Sidi Hamel, who w as present, and 
understood me better than the other did, and he tohl me 1 
should sec Swearah in a few days. We now' went forward, 
accompanied by the Arab, who piloted us across a small 
ann of tlic sea that entered the beforementioned gully. AVe 
here found a pair of kerseymere pantaloons that had be- 
longed to Mr. Savage, in the possession of one of this man’s 
little sons ; — I pointed them out to my masters and begged 
them to buy them, which after a long barter with the boy, 
Seid effected, by giving him in exchange a piece of blue 
cotton cloth which he had w'orn as a kind of shirt : they 
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wished me lo give the pantaloons to Clark or Iloraec, but 1 
gave them to Mr. Savage, although they insisted he was 
fonte, or a bad fellow. 

Having • got up the stei'p bank again, after wading 
tlirough the salt water, which was nearly up to our hips, 
and one hundred yards broad, w<' enc^aniped for the night 
on high dry land, h,nd at dark our masters, taking Horace 
and myself M'ith them, went near a few tents close by the 
se.a, where wc were presented with a (juantity of dried 
muscles, which, though very salt, Ave found excellent : these 
w'c divided among our shipmates ; I conjecture we had 
made tweuty-five miles this day. Here our musters killed 
their remaining goats, boiled and ate their entrails and most 
of th(;ir meat, as all present Averc hungry, and Avould have 
some in sjhtc of every op|>osition ; so that our share was 
scizetl and SAvalloAved by others. 

October the l6’th, Ave made reatly and started very early, 
but went on sloAvly, keeping near the sea-shore, and mostly 
in the broken grounds, caused by its former Avashings. Our 
masters seemed verj' fear! ul all this day, and told me there 
AA'cre many robliers and bad men hereabouts, who would 
endeavour to seize and carry us off, and that they could 
throw lajgc stones Avith great force and precision. Wc had 
not travelled more than iifteen miles before sunset, and 
night coming on, our masters, who had mounted Air. 
Savage, Clark, sind Burns on the camels, drove them on at 
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a great rate, while myself and Horace were obliged to keep 

up with them by inmning on foot. All this time they had 

their guns in their hands unsheathed, and when Horace and 

myself were obliged occasionally to stop, one of them 

alwa>’s stayetl with us, and tlicn hurried us on as fast as 

possible. In this manuor wo proceeded on until about 

midnight, tvhen coming to a deep gully, Mr. Savage and 

Clark Avere dismoimtcd, and Horace and myself placed on 

the camels. Descending the valley, avc found it full of high 

sand drifts, and proceeded without making the least noise : 

the valley was wide, and the sand lying in it had no doubt 

been driven from the sea beach by the wind. All the 

women and children at this time were running on foot. 

After reaching with much labour the other side of the valley, 

* 

and the summit beyond it, we found the whole surface of 
the ground making an cv(‘n inclined plane, covered with 
deep drifts of loose sand. I had been riding, 1 think, about 
two hours, when Clark, Avho was a considerable distance 
behind, called to me, and said, “ Mr. Savage has fainted 
away, and they arc Hogging him Avith sticks.^' 1 instantly 
slipped off my camel, and ran to relieve him as fast as 
my legs would cairy me. Seid was striking his apparent 
lifeless body, which lay stretched on the ground, Avith a 
heavy stick : Hassar had seized him by the beard with one 
hand, and Avith the other held a sharp scimitar, with which 
he was in the act of cutting his throat. 1 laid hold of 
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Hassar, jerked him away, and clasping the. body of Mr. 
Savage in my arms, raised him uj), and caJkid for water. 
Ilassar would have run me through with his scimitar, but 
Sidi Hamct arrested and prevented him. I expected to lose 
my life, but had determined to save Mr. Savage’s at all 
hazards. Our masters and the; whole company of men, 
women, and tdiildn;n, were around me : they were possessed 
Avith the belief that he was perverse and obstinate, and that 
he would not exert himself to jirocced at a time Avdicn they 
were in liaste to go on, lest they sliould fall into the hands 
of robbers ; for which reason they hud deternnned to kill 
him. I made Sidi Htimet, liowever, and the others under- 
stan<l, that he had fainted through hunger and excessive 
fatigue, and that he was not preverse in this instance. 'I’his 
surprized them exceedingly ; they had never before heard 
of such a thing as fainting. Sidi Hamet ordered a camel 
to be brought, and a drink of water to be given him, and 
when he reviv'ed, this Arab shed tears ; then putting him 
and Clark on a camel, one to steady the other, they pro- 
ceeded. Sidi Ilamet desired me to get on with Horace and 
ride, saying, with a sneer — “ the English arc good for 
nothing — you see even our women and children can walk 
and run." I told him I could walk, that I was not a bad 
fellow ; and began to run about and drive up the camels • 
this pleased him excessively, and he bade me come and 
walk with him, leaving the camels to the care of others, 
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calling me “ good Riley — ^you shall again see your children, 
if God please.” 

\Vc continued oiu” journey eastward along tlu' south side 
of a high string of sand hills, when hearing a dog bark 
before us, we turned the camels suddenly off to tlic north, 
setting them off on a full trot, but passing over the sand liills 

t 

without noise: we kept this course for about au hour, until 
having got near the sea-bank, and north of the sand hills, 
we resumed our former course. Near daylight we lost our 
wa3', and fearing to go amiss, as it was very dark, they 
made the camels lie down in a circle, placing us Avithin it 
— when they kept guard over us Avith their muskets in their 
hands, Avhile we took a nap. 1 should guess avc travelled 
fifty miles this last day and night. 

October the ] 7th, early in the morning, Ave set forward 
again, still on the same inclined plane, between the first and 
second banks of the sea. The high banks on our right, 
whose pointed rocks, where they had been Avashed by the 
ocean, were still A'isiblc all the Avay, began to be overtopped 
with high hills rising far into the coimtry, and presenting to 
our view a ncAv aspect, so that I Avas convinced we had left 
the level desert. 
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CIIAW’ER XV. 

Black mountaim appear in the east — thei/ come to a river 
of salt watery (hid to wells of fresh water, where they 
fad many horses. Description of a singular plant — come 
to cultivated land; to a fresh water river, and a few stone 
huts. 

The ])lsick tops oi’ liigli mountains appeared in the distant 
liorizou to the eastward about noou, and tlie camel ])aths 
Aveiv very much trodden. We kept on until near night, when 
nu'Ctiiig with a <lc<'p vallev, we wound our course through it 
to the soulhwuj’d, and then Avent tlown soutli-eastwardly 
through jinother deep valley, where there was a good jmlh. 
'Phe black bare mountains on both sides f)f us gave us great 
hopes that avc should soon come to running water and cul- 
tivated lands; and in reality near night avc came to a stream 
of Avater, with high grass and bushes groAving on its margin. 
I’lie Avatcr, hoAvever, 'vas very brackish, and could not be 
dnink ; but on its op})Osite bank avc saw a company of meti 
at some Avells, Avatering about forty fine; looking horses and 
some camels. Onr masters saluted those men, and crossing 
the stream, which in this part Avas about Iavo feet deep and 
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thirty feet wide, avo Avatcred our camels also at the same 
plac(\ This river, whose water was clear as crystal, Avas 
literally fdled Avith beautiful large fish, Avhich were jumping 
above the surface at every moment, but the Arabs did not 
seem to Avant them, for they could have been cauglit AT-ry 
easily. The company with the horses and camels left the 
wells, and went on to the south, riding* at a fidl trot along 
the river’s side ; tliey Avere armed only Avith scimitars. Our 
company then went towards the sea, and llassar’s women 
pitched their tents for thti night; hen* they <;ooked a goat, 
which they divided among all the party, and Avhat fell to our 
share cannot be supposed to have been much., 1 believe 
we made tliirty-six miles this day, as Ave rode nearly all the 
time. 

October the 18th, we. ascended the hill, climbing up in a 
zigzag path on the steep side of the east bank ol‘ this river, 
and having gained the surface, avc I’ound it to be a continua- 
tion of the same inclined plane on which av c had before been 
travelling. The bank on our right, to the south, still con- 
tinued to give indubitable proofs of its having been washed 
by the ocean ; whose surges had Avom in under the shelving 
rocks, which hung in immense masses of I'rom two to three 
hundred feet high over the surface of the inclined plane be- 
low, while the jdane itself adjoining the cliffs was covered 
with fragments that had fallen from above, and with other 
stones that had been washed and Avom roimd by the ocean’s 
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\vavcs, leaving the most positive marks of having retired to 
its present bed. These observations, with those I had made 
before, and was enabled to make afterwards, fully satisfied 
my mind, that the sea had gradually retired from this conti- 
nent ; — I must leave it to philosophers to account for thfi 
cause. The only green thing we had seen for several days 
past, except what ‘grew immediately on the bank of the 
river, (w^iich wjcrc some bushes resembling divarf alders and 
bulrushes,) w^as a shrub that rose in a small bunch at the bot- 
tom, having freipiently but one stalk, from three to twelve 
inches in thickness ; the limbs sjireading out in every direc- 
tion, like an umbrella, into innumerable branches, making 
a iliameter of from fifteen to twenty feet, and not more than 
six feet in height ; its leaves very green, smooth, jiointed, 
and about four inches long by one and a half broad; its bark 
resembled that of the. hard or sugar maple tre.e; its branches 
terminated abruptly, the point of each twig biding nearly as 
thick as the end of a man’s finger: this shrub, or weed, was 
very tender, and as we broke ofl* the twigs, a great many 
drops of glutinous liquid, resembling milk, flowed from 
them, but its odour and taste were of the most disagreeable 
kind, and the camels wouhl not feed on it. We saw a good 
deal that had grown up before, and had died and became 
diy : on breaking it off, I found it was hollow, and almost 
as light as a common dry weed. Neither our masters nor 
the other Arabs Avould light a fire with it, on account of its 
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disagreeable smell when burning ; the taste of the milk issu- 
ing from this plant was the most nauseous and disgusting in 
nature, tliough very white and beautiful to behold. About 
noon we came to the foot of the high mountains we had seen 
the day belbrc, and turned in between two of them to the 
south-east, IcJiving the sea entirely. AVe Avent up thi'ough a 
chasm in the bank, over rocks and tlir6ugh a narrow loot- 
way, formed by the treading of camels and. horses; for we 
had st‘,en many horse-tracks, and also the tracks of one ani- 
mal of the kind called neat cattle. 

As Avc proceeded on foot, winding upAvmds, avc discovered 
on our left a few stones piled uj> in the form of a wall, round 
a pit of ten or twelve fc'-ct across, and six leet dee|), dug in 
the earth by art. There rvere lying on the ground, around 
the wall, ,s(weral (earthen pots that would contain from three 
to four gallons each ; aiul vvlii«*h appeared to have been 
made for, and used as boilers. One of our young men 
directly took uj) one of them, and rvas lashing it on his 
camel as a good prize, when Ilassar and Sidi Hamet, ob- 
serving the circumstance, made him untie and cai ry it back 
again to the spot where he had found it. As I alrosidy knew 
the propensity all had for plundering, I could not but imagine 
that they noAv restrained themselves through fear. About 
sunset Ave came to a small spot of land that had been cul- 
tivated, and fell in Avith a heap of barley straw. Here was 
tlie first sign of cultivation we had seen on this continent, and 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT WESEUT. J93 

wc hailed it as the harbinger of haf)picr days. We had tra- 
velled lull thirty miles this day, and our masters now gave 
us the putrid remains of the goat which had hung on one of 
the camels for four days; this we roasted, anti found it a 
delicious morsel ; it was tender, and needed no seasoning. 
Some of my comrades, as if their taste had become deprav- 
ed by the rage of fiungcr, declared that putrid meat was far 
preferable to fresh ; that it wanted neither salt nor pepper to 
give it a relish, and that if ever they got home again, they 
should prefer such food to any otlier. Having finished our 
savory supper, we lay down on the, straw and enjoyed a most 
charming,, sound, and refreshing sleep. Tons, who for so 
long a time had been obliged to repose our wearied limbs 

and wasted frames on the hard-baked bosom of the Desert, 

♦ 

or the clejul sides of the barren sand drifts, this solitary heap 
of fresh straw seemed softer and sweeter than a bed of down 
strewn over with the most odoriferous flowers. 

October the 19t.h, we resumed out journey very early in the 
morning, and travelled on foot, all except Burns, who was 
so far exhausted as to be unable to walk. Our course 
rounded from S. E. to E. N. E. keeping the bottom of the 
valleys, most of which had been cultivated by the plough 
at no very remote period, but only in a narrow strip. The 
sides of the mountains were entirely barren and naked of 
foliage, and we kept on winding as the valleys permitted, until 
about two o’clock P. M. when, suddenly through a deep 
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valley before us, a few rough stone huts broke upon our view, 
and a nioinent afterwards Ave beheld a stream of clear water 
purling over a pt'bbly bottom, and meandering through banks 
coviM’ed Avith green bushes and shrubs in lull blossom. On 
the farther side coavs, asses, and sheep Avere feeding on green 
grass, and a number of date trees adorning and shading the 
margin of th(i rivulet. This Avas a sight none ol' us expect- 
ed to behold, and 1 poured out my soul in rapturous elfu- 
sions of thankfulness to the Su])reme Being. Excess of joy 
had so lar overpoAvered our faculties, that it Avas with diffi- 
culty Ave reached the Avater's edge ; but urging forAvard to 
the brink Avith headlong steps, and fearlessly plut>gingin our 
mouths, like thirsty camels, Ave sAvallowed doAvn large 
draughts until satiated nature bade us stop. 'I’lie rivulet Avas 
fresh, and fortunately not so cold as to occasion any injurious 
effects ; it Avas (juite shallow, and not more than about fiAte 
yards in Avidth ; it appeared, however, very evidently that 
when the rain falls in the surrounding comitry, it ftoAvs AAnth 
a much deeper and broader current. Jt is called by the 
Arabs cl IVod or the river Nun; comes from the south- 

east, and runs from this place to tlie sea in a northerly di- 
rection. We had arriA'cd on its right bank, where some bar- 
ren date trees grew, but which afforded to us notliing but 
their shade : hungry, however, as avc Avere, our fatigue got 
the better of every other Avant, and as these were the first 
trees we had met Avilh during our distressing pilgrimage, Ave 
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embi'aoed tlir kindly offcj', and oiijoyed about, two hours ot‘ 
refreshing sleep; J was then awakened by Sidi Hamet, Avho 
directed me to eonu? with niy companions anti follow him : 
this we instantly ditl, and going near one of the small houses, 
he divided amongst us, to our int'xprcssible joy, about four 
pounds of honey in die comb. 'I'liis indeed was a dainty 
treat ; and with the hungriness of greedy bears, we devoured 
it, comb and. all, together Avith a host of young bees jusl 
ready for halehing, that filled Iwo-thirds of tlie et'Ils; our 
hearts at the same lime swelling Avitli gratitude to God, and 
tears of joy trickling down our flesliless cheeks. 

llassar's men [iressed around and endeavoured to snatch 
from us this delicious food, of Avhich lliey had no share; but 
Sidi Hamet placing the boAvl on his knees, passed the honey- 
comb to us piece by piece in one hand, Avhile he hc*.l<l his 
gun in the other, ready to fire on any one Avho should at- 
teinjit to depriv'e us of our meal. 'I’he eyes of these fellows 
seemed to flasli fire at the preference avc enjoye.d, and avc 
dreaded the effects of their malicious envy : foi* the Arabs 
set no bounds to tlieir anger and resentment, and r<‘gard no 
la.Av but that of superior force. llaA^ing finished our luscious 
rejiast, Ave Avere told by our masters to go to rest, Avhich Ave 
did, and soon fell aslec]) in the shade formed by a bcantiliil 
umbrella palm-tree. 

About tlark Ave Avere called up and ordered to gather fuel, 
and were afterwards presented Avith some pudtling of tin* 

c c 2 
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suiiic kind M e hnrl Ix^fere eaten, though mixed with oil, that 
1 aflerwartls ascertained Mas the argan oil, M'hich, though 
fresh, had a vei’y strong smell, and my stomach being cloyed 
witli honey, I dcchned eating any. My companions, how- 
ever, relished this oil very much, and preferred it aftciMvards 
to butter during our stay in Africa. AV e found a good shel- 
ter this nigljt near a burying place M’ith a* small scpiare stone 
building in the centre, Avhitewashed and covered M'ith a 
dome ; and I afterwards learned that this Mas a sanctuary 
or saint house : it was fenced in M'ith thorn bushes, and 
was the first burying place w'e had seen in this country. .1 
computed wc had travelled this day (Oc'.t. 19 ) about eighteen 
miles. 

On the morning of the 2()tli, we did not go forward, and 
a number of Arabs and Moors (“aine to see our masters and 
us. 'Phis place appeared to be a great tlioroughfare : large 
droves of unloaded camels were passing up to the eastward 
from the way M"e had come, as well as from the southward, 
and also great numbers of loaded camels going tOM'ards 
the Desert. Their loading consisted principally of sacks 
of barley, some salt and iron, together M'ith other mer- 
chandize. 

During the fore part of this day, several j>arties of men, 
in all from sixty to eighty, passed us ; all mounted on hand- 
some horses of the Arabian breed, M'ell-bred and high-spi- 
rited : their riders were covered M'ith cloaks or sulams, and 
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every one had a single-barrelled musket in his hand, the 
stocks of which were curiously wrought and inlaid with 
small pieces of various coloured "wood and ivory, arranged 
and fitted in a very parti(!ular manner. I’he locks of these 
muskets were of the Moorish kind, and very unhandy, 
though substantial, and they seldom miss fire, although their 
powder is bad anti coarse grained. This and a good 
scimitar slung on their right side constitute the whole of 
their weapons. They depend more upon the scimiUir for 
close (piarlers in battle than ujion their musket, for, say 
they, this will never miss fire ; being similar to the practice 
which it is said the llussian General (Suwarrow) used to 
inculcate on his soldiers — “ The ball wdll lose its way, the 
bayonet never — the ball is a fool ; the bayonet a hero." A 
Moor is ashamed to be Avithout his scimitar ; their scabbards 
ai e made of brass, and j)lated on the outside AA'ith silver, but 
those worn by the Arabs are made of leather: these w'ea- 
pons, both of the Moors and Arabs, are suspended from the 
nec-k by cords made of Avoollen yam died red, or a strong 
braided leather thong. They call a scimitar or long knife 
el skine. 

These natives Averc of a different race of men from any avc 
liad hitherto seen; they Avear a haick or piece of woollen 
{•loth wrapped about their bodies, Avhich covering them, 
tails down below their knees ; or else a cloak called gzlabbiuy 
made in a similar manner, cut Avith short sleeves, and one 
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Ibid of tlic haick generally covered the head, but those who 
had not their heads covered with their haick or tho hood ol’ 
their gzlabhia, or sulani, wore a kind of turban ; the cloak, 
or sularn, is made of coarse black cloth, very shaggy, and 
much in the form of the. Kuropean cloak, with a hood or 
Iiead-pi(’(!e to it ; it is, however, sewed together part of the 
way down in front, st> that to get it On, tht^y slij> it over 
their heads, and it cemu's their arms. 'I’hey are generally 
stout men, of fn c feet eight or ten inches in height, and well 
set ; tiuur complexion a light olive — they Avear their beards 
as long as they will grow, and consider a man without a 
great bushy beard an eftcininale being, and hold him in 
great conUanpt. Their saddles werti avcH made and very 
high, at least eight or ten implies, fitted liefore and beliind so 
as almost to make it iinjiossiblc for the horse to throw liis 
rider ; their bridles arc ol' the most powerful Arabian kind ; 
their stirrups are made of broatl sheets of irini that cover 
almost tlie whole foot — many of them Avert* plated Avilh silver. 
All the men Avore slippers and spurs, and had tlitfir stirrups 
tied up very short.. 

While Ave remained here, a very rcspe.etable looking old 
man, who spoke a few Avords of Spanish, after learning from 
our masters Avho Avt; Avere, came to me and inquired about 
my country and my friends in Swearah ; said he knew all 
the consuls there, and told me their names were RensJiaw, 
Josef, Estevan, and Corte. He said he was going to 
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Swcarali, and should b(; there in ten days, and would carry 
a letter for me it my master would let me write : but avc had 
no paper. 1 informed him that my friend was named Ren- 
shaw, guessing him to be the English consul. This old man 
told my master he believed i spoke the truth, and that I 
had been at Sweai'ah, which from his discourse 1 understood 
to b(‘ the same as Mogadore. lie then set off eastward on 
liis mule, whidi was a very large and handsome one. All 
tb(i people that passed here appeared very friendly to our 
masters ; they wished to know our story, and requested my 
opinion of their horses, saddles and bridles, muskets, scimi- 
tars, and axjcoutremciits in general, &c. all of which I de- 
clared to be of the best possible kind. This morning, Suli 
llamet bought a hiv<; of honey, and undertook to give some 
of it to us, but was not able to carry liis kind intentions into 
(dfeet, for at the raonienl he was handing some to me, Ilas- 
sar’s men rushed on him and got jiossession of thi; whole, 
M hich they devoured in a minute ; thei-c was no getting it 
back, and after a long and violent dispute with Ilassar and 
his company respecling it, he procured anoUicr hive, and 
being assisted by the man from whom he bought it, and a 
number of strangers, he succeeded in distributing amongst 
us about three pounds of the poorest part of the comb. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The company is divided — they set off to fhe eastward — their 
masters are attacked hy a hand of robbers. 

After wc had catcii this, our masters prepared the camels 
and Hassar’s company divided, that is to Siiy, two men imd 
all the women and children took the plain great route which 
led east in a deep valley, driving off about one half of the 
camels ; Hassar and the others drove off the rest (including 
ours) in a N. E. direction, and we with oiir masters, accom- 
paniful by two other men, proceeded along the river’s 
eastern bank to tlie northward for a short distance, and then 
ascended the high, steep, and craggy mountains eastward of 
us. The labour in clambering up these steep precipices is 
indescribable; we continued mounting them as fast as 
possible for about four hours, and I was fully convinced our 
masters took that route for fear they should be followed and 
surprized in the night by some who had seen us, and thus be 
roblied of their slaves and other property. After climbing 
over the highest peaks of these mountains, we saw Hassar 
and part ol’ his company who had driven the camels, and 
had gotten up by another and more practicable path. It 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 


201 


was now near night, and we travelled along the craggy 
steeps, assisting one another over the most difficult parts, 
while Hassar sought out the easiest places for the ascent of 
the camels. Coming at length to a small level spot of 
ground, we saw some tents, and directed our course towards 
them : the tents were twelve in number, and placed in a 
semicircle. Having approached to within one hundred yards 
in Ifont of the largest one, our masters seated themselves on 
the ground with their backs towards the tents, and a woman 
soon came out bringing a bowl of water, which she pre- 
sented to them after the usual salutations of Labez, &c. &c. 

Our masters drank of the water, and Sidi Haraet was 
soon after presented with a bowl filled with dates lately 
plucked from the trees, and not fully ripe : these he gave to 
us ; though Seid, Abdallah, and Hassar, snatched each a 
handful, to which we were forced to submit: we found them 
excellent, but did not know at that time what sort of fruit 
they were. Here wc remained during the night, and rested 
our emaciated bodies, which Avere, if possible, more fatigued 
than they ever were before. 

October the 21st, wc set off to the northward very early, 
and made down towards the sea through numerous steep 
gullies, and got into the inclined plane below the former 
sea-shore, about mid-day ; here Avere the same sort of marks 
in this bank that Ave had before observed, and the same 
signs of its having been laved by the ocean. We went along 
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through the same kind of thick bushes as those I have 
liefore described, near to the cliffs that at present formed a 
barrier to the mighty waters, where we discovered a number 
of tents, and soon reached them. Here our masters, Sidi 
Mamet and Hassar, Averc recognized by some of the men, 
who were in all about twenty, Avith their families: these 
people had large sacks of barley with them, Avliich they had 
procured far eastward up the country. Skli Hamet was 
now sick Avith violent pains in his head and in all his limbs. 
These people (who were Arabs, as all are who live in tents 
in the country) took compassion on him, and cleared a lent 
for him to lie uniler, where having niatle up a large fire, he 
kept his head tOAvards it, turning about and almost roasting 
his brains, but obtained no rebel' from this manner of treating 
his disorder ; he next had rer:ourse to another singular 
remedy ; he had a large knife put into the fire and healed 
red hot ; then made his brother draw the back of it, hot as 
it was, several times across the top of his head, making it hiss 
(as may well be supposed) in all directions : — ^when it had in 
some measure cooled, he Avould again heat it as before, tlien 
making bare his legs and arms, he went through with the 
process of striking its back along them at the distance of 
three or four inches, scorching off the skin ; and though it 
made him twitch and jump at every touch, he continued to 
do it for the space of an hour or more. Bums had been 
very ill for some time, and was so Aveak that he scarcely was 
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able to stand, and could not walk — he was, tlierefore, always 
placed on a camel, and as Sidi Hamet was now ai)plying to 
himself a remedy for what he thought a stroke of tlie moon, 
he undcitook to administer the red hot knife to tlje limbs of 
poor Bums, who from mere want of bodily strength was not 
able, poor fellow, to jumj), but would at every touch cry out, 
“ God have mercy* upon me.” As I was hungry, I begged 
of my masters to let me go and search for muscles on the sea- 
beach, (f‘or there was a JiolJow at a little distance, through 
which we might gain i t,) but th<;y refused , say ing, “ To-morrow, 
if God please, we shall be on the sea-beach ; there are no 
muscles on this part of the coast;” — here, however, we 
received a goo(Tsu})per of lhash or pudding, and rested our 
wearied limbs under the tent with our masters. 

October the 32d, we went forward, driving our own camels 
only; as Hassar had taken tlic young one, we had but three 
remaining; so Ave rode by turns, crossing the deep holloivs 
which had been worn down by the rains or other causes, 
until afternoon, Avhen avc were forced to have recourse to the 
sea-bcach to get past one of these deep places, whose sides 
were so steep as to render a passage down it impracticable. 
When we gained the beach, we found ourselves on a nan*ow 
strij> of land, which was then dry, the tide being out : this 
extended in length eight or ten miles, but from the water’s 
edge to the perpcnditmlar cliffs on our right, not more than 
ten yards ; these cliff's appeared to be one hundred and fifty 
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feet in height. When we came to the sca-watcr, I went into 
it, and let a surf wash over mo, that 1 miglit once more feci 
its refreshing effects ; but my master, fearing I should be 
carried away by the receding waves, told me not to go near 
them again. As we proceeded along this narrow beat;h, and 
had passed over half its length, the huge cliffs overhanging 
us on our right, with the ocean on our left ; just as we were 
turning a point, we observed four men, armed each with a 
musket and scimitar, spring from beneath the jutting rocks, 
to intercept our march. Our masters were at this time on 
the camels, but they instantly leaped off, at the same time 
unsheathing their guns ; to retreat would betray fear, and 
lead to inevitable destruction — so they determined to ad- 
vance, two against four, and Sidi Hamet, though still in so 
weak a state as to be thought incapable of walking before 
he saw these men, now ran towards them with his musket in 
his hand, while Seid, that cruel coward, lagged behind — so 
true it is, that the most generous and humane men are always 
the most courageous. The foe was but a few paces from us, 
and stood in a line across the beach — Sidi ilamet, holding 
his gun ready to fire — demanded if it was jieace? while he 
eyed their countenances to sec if they were deceitful — one 
of them answered, “ It is peace,” and extended his hand to 
receive that of Sidi llamct, avIio gave him his right hand, 
suspecting no treachery, but the fellow grasped it fast, and 
would have shot him and Seid in a moment, but at tliat 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT, 


203 


critical juncture, two of Ilassar's men came in sight, running 
like the wind towards us, with each a good double-barrelled 
gun in his hand, all ready to fire ; the robbers saw them as 
they turned the point, and the fellow who had seized Sidi 
Hamet's hand, instantly let it go, turning tlie afiair off with 
a loud laugh, and saying, he only did it to frighten him : 
this excuse was deemed sufficient, merely because our men 
did not now fijel themselves sufficiently strong to resent this 
insult, and we proceeded on ; but these fellows, who were 
very stout and active, hovered around us, slaves, endeavouring 
to separate us from our masters, as it appeared, in the hope 
of seizing.on us as their own, which Sidi Hamct observing, 
ordered me with my men to keep close to the camels’ heels, 
while he and his company now strong (though none of them 
armed with scimitars) kept between us and the banditti. 
When they found that our masters were too vigilant for 
them, they took French leave of us, and ran along the 
beach with incredible swiftness, chasing each other, and 
tiiking up and throwing stones, that I should suppose would 
weigh from six to eight pounds, with a jerk tliat made tliem 
Avhiz through the air like cannon balls : — they threw them 
against the cliffs of rocks, which resounded with the blow, 
and many of tlic stones were dashed to pieces as they struck. 

I could see tlie marks they aimed at, and that the stones 
went with great prccisioti, as well as force. I had before no 
idea that it was possible for men to acquire by practice such 
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enormous power of arm ; for they threw these stones with 
such velocity, that I am convinced they would have killed a 
man at the distjmcc of fifty yards at least. 

Having come to the end of the beach, we ascended the 
hank again, leaving these formidable ruffians masters of the 
sliore, where they, no doubt, got some plunder before they 
left it. After we had mounted the bank and were clear, 
Sidi Hamct told me that the fellows Ave had met were very 
bad men, and Avould have"ttilled him and Seid, and Avould 
have taken us away where I could never have hoped to see 
my wife and children again, if the great God had not at that 
time sent to our relief the two men ; he then asked if I 
would fight to save his life ? I told him I Avould, and tliat no 
one should kill him while I Avas alb e, if it Avas in my poAver 
to prevent it ; “ Good Hiley, (said he,) you are Avorlh fighting 
for: God is with you, or 1 must have lost my life there.” 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Some fresh Jish are procured — thep pass several small walled 
villages, and meet with robbers on horseback, 

m 

Near evening we met ami passed a man driving an ass 
laden with fish, probably of from ten to twelve pounds 
weight eaeh ; they had much the shape and api)carancc of 
salmon, and our masters endeavoured to procure one from 
the owner for me, as I gave them to understand I was very 
fond of fish, and that it would be good for Burns, but the 
man would not part, with one of them on any tenns. At 
evening we found Hassar’s and his family’s tents already 
pitched on a little hill near the chffs, and we joined this 
company. Soon aftei', Scid, Abdallah, and two of Ilassaris 
men, went out with their guns : — in about two hours, those 
with us, namely, Sidi Mamet, Hassar, and two others, 
hearing footsteps approaching, seized their muskets, and 
springing forward from their tents, demanded, who came 
there ? It was Seid and his company, who came towards 
me, and unfolding a blanket, turned out four large fish 
of the same kind we had seen before. “ Riley, (said Sidi 
Hamet,) arc tliese good to eat V* I replied in the affirmative 
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— “ take them and eat them, (said he,) but take care, do 
not choke yourselves with the bones.” I took three of 
them, cut them into pieces, and put them into an earthen 
pot, that belonged to Ilassar, (this pot the Arabs call giderah,) 
added some water, and boiled- them directly, and we ate till 
we Avere satisfied. We drank the soup, which was extremely 
grateful and invigorating, and helped to clieck the dysentery, 
with Avhich avc were all much troubled since eating the 
honey-comb. We had travelled this day, 1 think, about 
forty miles, and slept at night within a circle formed by our 
masters and their camels, out of which Ave were not suffered 
to go, as Sidi Hamet told me there were many , robbers in 
this place, who would seize on us, and carry us off in a 
minute, without the possibility of my ever being restored to 
my family. 

October the 21st, at day-break, we set forward on our 
journey, all in company, (except Hassar and the women and 
children.) The fresh fish we had eaten the night before had 
made us very thirsty ; and about noon we came to a kind of 
cistern, or reservoir of Avater on the pathway side : this reser- 
voir was built of stone and lime ; its top Avas arched like a 
vault, rising about four feet from the ground, and the cistern 
was at least eighty feet in length, eight or ten feet in breadth 
in the inside, and appeared to be tAventy feet deep. It was 
noAV nearly full of water, Avhich had been led into it by 
means of gutters, formed and arranged so as to recei\"e and 
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conduct the rain water when it descends from the neigh- 
bouring hills, and is collected in a stream in this valley. I 
understood this water was the common property of all tra- 
vcllei's along this route, and that the cistern was built by a 
very rich and pious man, solely for the purpose of ndVeshing 
the weary traveller, and that it contained water the whole 
year round, even 'though there should be a continued 
drought for a. twelvemonth — but no person of our party 
ventured to water his camel from it, considering it as sacred 
for the use of man alone. We were still travelling on the 
slope between the first and second banks of' the se^i, which in 
these parts .was much cut up, occasioned by the w'atei's which 
had from time to time poured down from the neighbouring 
mountains, and formed steep and very deep gullies, across 
which we were obliged to climb. The path on this inclined 
plane was not much freijiuinteil, and the margin of the bank 
on our right hand had be-en newly ploughed in many places 
here and there in the nooks or fertile hollows. On the high 
lands w^c saw two small walled towns, with prickly-pear 
bushes planted around them. Near these towns or "walled 
villages, some men were employed in ploughing with a pair 
of beasts, generally a cow and an ass yoked together in a 
very singular manner, which I shall hereafter describe, and 
others were watching flocks of sheep and goats on the sur- 
rounding eminences, while tlie women were seen lugging 
down Avood on their backs from the tops of the lofty hills. 
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and large jars or pitcliere of water fiom a distant valley. 
They gent'irally had a child on tlieir backs, clinging with its 
arras round the neck of the mother, and the jar or pitcher 
rested on their shoulders in a manner that reminded me of 
the story of the beautiful Rebekah, in holy writ, coming to 
the well with her pitcher. 

About nooii, we c,amc near a considerable walled village, 
that stood close by the roaxl ; it had gardens (“lose by the 
walls on all sides, and there was one near the gateway 
planted with prickly-jiear. These gardens were defended 
by heaps of dry thorn bushes, which served as an outward 
defence to the town : these heaps were about si>t feet high, 
and the walls fifteen feet. Our masters stojiped near the 
gate lor some moments, and no oiu' seemed disposed to give 
tliem a- drink of water, contenting themselves with gazing at 
them ovci’thc walls; so on they Avent, emsing the inhospita- 
lity of these villagers. Near night we descended into a 
delightful valley, Avhose bottom Avas level and well-disposed 
into handsome gardens, fenced in with thorn bushes and 
stone Avails, and divided into numerous separate plots. 
Round about them, and at their corners, stood many fine fig- 
trees, Avhich looked healtliy, though they Avere leafless, owing 
1o the lateness of tlie season: we saAv also a few pomegra- 
nate-trees. liiesc gardens or plots Averc planted m ith different 
kinds of vcgcUibles, such as turnips, cabbage, onions, &c. — 
liiey were AV'atered by a small stream that floAved from the 
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hiUsata short distance above, and was conducted round and 
through the whole of them by gutters dug for that purpose. 

The ownere of these gardens lived in two little walled vil- 
lages, near the top of the bank on the cast side, but they 
offered us no refreshment. We passed in the course of the 
day three beds of sti'cams or rivers, which were now dry, and 
one whose mouth ^as filled witli sand, so as to stop its com- 
munication with the sea, though there Avas some water in it, 
where people from all quarters were Avatering their coavs, 
sheep, goats, asses, and camels, and carrying it off in skins 
and pitchers. In the afternoon, a con)pany of ten men on 
horseback .1 and well-armed, rode toAV'ards us on the plain, 
making a loud jingling with their spurs against their stirrups, 
and crying out, flah! hah! hah! hah! Our company con- 
sisted of our tAvo masters, and two of Ilassar's men, Abdal- 
lah, and one stranger, Avho had joined us that day, and 
being armed with five double-barrelled muskets, and some 
scimitars, they all sprang from their camels on the approach 
of the strangers, drew their guns from their sheaths, primed 
them anew, and took a station in front of their property, in 
a line ready for action. 

The horsemen rode up to within five yards of our men at 
full speed, and then slopped their horacs short. 1 expected 
now to see a battle, though 1 rather feared our men would l>c 
trampled to death by the horses ; for their arms could not 
have saved them from the shock of this impetuous onset, yet 

E £ 2 



212 hiley’s shipwreck, and 

they wcire on the point of firing the moment the horses 
stojipeci. I'lie chief of the horsemen then demanded in a 
very im])erious tone who our masters were? where they 
came Iroin? if they knew Sidi IshemV Avhat countrymen we, 
their slaves, were? and where they had found us? Sidi 
llamet replied to all their questions in a sharp quick manner, 
and as briefly as possible, and in histuriedenianded, “ Who 
are you? wheredo you come Irom? and, what, right have you 
to ride up to me in such a iiiainu^r, and sto]) me and my 
slaves on the road ?” 'Phis is as near as 1 could understand 
what they said. A loud dispute was kept up on both sides 
for half an hour, when it ceased, and we were allowed to 
proeeed ; while the others rode ott' to the southward among 
the mountiiins. 'Phe force on both sides was so nearly equal, 
that 1 have little doubt this was the only circumstance that 
prevented a battle. 

W’^e travelled on till long after dark, when we came to a 
number of tents, and stopped for the night, and here Ave 
were treated with some dried muscles and barley pudding. 
Hassar and his family had not travelled Avith us the last da}', 
but the tAvo men Avho had assisted in relieving us I'rom our 
critical situation on tht; ben.ch, wtire in company, and avc 
had also been joined by one more Arab, and two camels. 
Ever since avc had come to the cultivated country, oft’ the 
Desert, Ave had found the people sickly ; many of them were 
aiflicted with sAvelled legs, and some with what I took to be 
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the leprosy ; and also with pains in diflerent parts of their 
bodies and limbs; though when on the Desert we did not 
see the smallest sign of sickness or disorder among its 
inhabitants. 1’hey now considered us as skilled in medi- 
cine, and consulted me wherever I came; one of the women 
here had a swelled breast, which was astonishingly larg(', and 
very much inflamed : she Avas in such pain as to cry out at 
every breath. They wished me to examine it, and prescribe 
a remedy, Avliich 1 did by recommending a j)Oultice of the 
barley lhash, or pudding, to be applied, and renewed often 
until the swelling should subside or burst. The woman u as 
very thankful, gave me a drink of water and a handful of 
muscles, and rciiucsted I would examine a swelled k^gof her 
brother; this was also inflamed, and very painful: — jjcrceiv- 
ing no skin br<»ken, I directed a thick plaster of coarse sail to 
1 h^ bound round it, so as fully to cover the afflicted part; 
this they did immediately, and the Juan thought he felt 
instantaneous relief. 

From the great expedition we had used, I think Ave must 
have travelkxl this day about fifty miles, as avc were almost 
continually on the camels, and they going a great part of the 
time on a trot. In the al'ternoon of this day, aa c discovered 
land that was very high, a good Avay eastward of us, stretch- 
ing about north as far as the eye could reach. \Vc saw it Avhen 
on a high hill and at an immense distance; looking over the 
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ocean, which was near us, it. appeared like a high and distant 
island : “ There is SwearaJi, Riley,” (said Sidi Hamet,) point- 
ing to the northernmost land in view: it was a great way off. 
I asked him how many days it would take us to get there ? 
he answered, “ Ten, at our slow pace.” 
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CHAITOR XVIII. 

Their masters commit an error^ which they are compelled to 
redress — Sidi H(fmet and his brother Seid fight — Horace's 
critical situation — they come to villages. 

Oc TOBER the 2Sd, wc were awakened without making any 
noise, two hours before da^dight, and went on our journey : 
1 suspcctfid there was some roguery going on, because we 
iiad never before started iii the night ; and we had not tra- 
velled more than two leagues, when, just at the dawn of day, 
we heard the sound of horses’ feet coming up at full speed 
behind us — the clanking of the arms of their riders against 
each other, and spurs against their stirrups, made a great 
noise. Our masters stripped tlie covers from their guns, and 
gave them to me to carry. I'he horsemen, four in number, 
came tip by this time, and passing us at a short distance on 
our right, rode round before our camels, and stopped tliem. 
Our men were five in number, with four double-barrelled 
guns ; and bidding me to keep as close to them as possible 
witli my men, they ran at their greatest speed to the en- 
countei’, wiiilst we Ibllowed on as fast as we could, fearing 
to be separated from them, (as it was still quite dark,) and 
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falling into the hands of the banditti. They approached 
each other Avith loiul cries ; the voices of those on horseback 
sounded like trumpets, and those of our masters were very 
little lower, so that the mountains near rang again with the 
sound. I expected every moment a slaughter Avould (com- 
mence : each one strained his throat to speak, or rather to 
yell louder than his opponents. 1 had approached near my 
master, and could distinctly hear one of the horsemen accuse 
him of a breach of hospitality, and reproach him in the 
most opprobrious terms, for some wrong which he alleged 
had been done to him ; the others were at the same time 
wrangling with our other men. This AA'ar ol‘ Avords having 
subsided a little, one of them asked my master his name, 
and after considerable delay on account of punctilio, (tcacJi 
insisting that the other should tell his name first,) my master 
told him his name Avas Sidi liamet — the other then said his 
name Avas Ali Mohammed : — then ensued a long dispute be- 
tween them, they mutually charging each other Avith perfidy, 
•&c. During this interval, and as daylight appeared, our 
adveraaries gained strength, for they Avere joined by many 
armed and unarmed men, running on foot, and according as 
they increased in fore.e, our party loAvered their tone ; but 
the clamour Avas still so loud that I frequently could under- 
stand nothing of Avhat Avas said. 'I’he Arab who had joined 
our company with tAvo camels the day before, did not set 
out with us this morning, but he noAV came running up : 
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OUT masters had driven off his camels, and this was the cause 
of the uproar that was now raging. The purloined camels 
were then in our drove, and whih; the others were quarrelling 
about the matter, the owner ran round and drove his camels 
back. When our honest masters found they could not keep 
what they hud feloniously tiiken, they began to lower their 
voices. By this tilde the sun had made its appearance, and 
' for two hours prior I had every moment expected a bloody 
scuffle. 1 knew our masters were brave, but I had no doubt 
they would be overpowered by numbers, in which event we 
should fall to the lot of the con(|ueroi’s, who were strangers 
to us ; and, it was not probable that tliese men wouUl be as 
humane to us as Sidi Ilamet had been ; nor w’^as I indeed 
certain that we ourselves sliould not be killed in the contest, 
both parties being much enraged. 1 felt our situation to be 
dreadful, indeed ; but at length Sidi Hamct spoke to Ali 
Mohammed in a low tone of voice, and recjiuisted he Avould 
ride apart from the others with him, with which he complied, 
and they came near where I sat, trembling with apprehen- 
sion. Sidi Hamet now told Ali that his party had not the 
least intention of driving off any camels but their own, and 
that the mistake had been occasioned entirely by the dark- 
ness of the night. He then went on protesting that he wa^ 
incapable of committing an unworthy action; that he ab- 
horred a robber and a thief, and that he was entirely inno- 
cent of intentionally driving off the man’s camels; he would 
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not acknowledge he had done wrong designedly, but would 
rather lose his life in maintaining his character, and would 
sell it as dearly as possible. Ali Mohammed on this appeared 
to be satisfied, and said to him, “ I am el Rais, (tiie chiefi) 
and am your fi'iend, because you arc a brave man:" so 
making Sidi Hamet’s excuse to those about him, and the lost 
camels being recovered, they left us to pursue our journey. 

We hatl gone up from the sca-bord, and were passing 
between high mountains towards the south-east, when the 
late affray happened, but about noon we reached a plain, 
and took an eastern direction. Hassar’s men w’ilh their 
camels, and Abdallah with his camel now filed ofl' to the 
left, leaving us with our masters and their own camels only, 
and were soon out of sight, among the bushes. The mor- 
tifying result of tlie morning’s enterprizc had rendered Seid 
uncommonly ill natured ; he had claimed Horace as his 
slave from the very Ijcgiuniug, and Mr. Savage also belonged 
to him. lie had always doubted my Avord to his brother, 
and Avould not believe tliat a miserable Avretch like me 
could find a friend to advance money for niy ransom, 
though both he, Hassar, and all the company, had a high 
opinion of my courage, since 1 put my OAvn life in jeopardy 
to save that of Mr. Savage, at the time he fainted : — Seid 
had endeavoured to sell his slav’cs at every })lace we came 
to, after leaving the Desert. Hassar, as avcII as others, took 
a^particular fancy to Horace, and had offered a large sum 
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for him in camels and other merchandise, but the inter- 
ference of Sidi Hainet, who had sworn tliat Horace should 
not be separated from me, aided by my often renewed 
entreaties and my tears, whenever I heard it suggested, had 
saved him thus far. As we. w'ere now approaching the 
Moorish dominions, powerful chiefs, with large bodies of 
armed men intent* on plunder, were riding about and 
scouring the country in every direction, and Seid had come 
to a detennination to take his slaves and make the most of 
them. Seid was a younger brother of Sidi ILunet, and laid, 
until now, submitted in some degree to his counsel, though 
they had many slight quarrels at diflerent periods of the 
journey. Where we stopped the preceding night, the Arabs 
strove hard to get possession of Horace. Seid had to my 
knowledge made a bargain to sell him in the morning, but 
was (.lissuaded from fulfilling it, by his brother. 

We, slaves, were now five in all, travelling on foot, but 
moving forward very slowly, for we w'crc worn to the bones 
by our various and complicated sufferings. It seemed tliat 
the breath of hope alone had kept the vital spark from 
being totally extinguished. Sidi Hamet was riding on his 
big camel before us, when Seid ordered us to halt, but 
the other desired us to come on ; upon which Seid laid 
hold of Mr. Savage and Horace, and stopped them. It 
was now tliat Sidi Hamet’s wrath was kindled — he leaped 
from his camel, and darting like lightning up to Seid, 
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laid hold of him, and disengaged Mr. Savage and Horace 
from his grasp. They clinched each other like lions, 
and witli fury in their looks, each strove to throw the 
Ollier to the ground. Seid was the largest and stoutest 
man ; they writhed and twinpd in every shape until both 
tell, but Sidi Hamet Avas undermost: fire seemed to dash 
(rom their eyes, whilst they twisted arouiid each other like a 
couple of serpents, until at length Sidi Ilamet, by superior 
activity or skill, disengaged himself from his brother’s grasp, 
and both sprang up on their feet. Instantly they snatched 
their muskets at the same moment, and each retiring a few 
paces Avith great rapidity and indignation, tore the cloth 
covers from their guns, and presented them at each other’s 
breast with dreadful fury ; — they were not more than ten 
yards aiiunder, and both must haie fallen dead, had they 
fired. HoiTor had seized and chilled my blood, so that 1 
could neither get from them, nor move, indeed, in any 
direction. My mind Avas filled with inexpressible appre- 
hensions — “ My God, (1 cried aloud,) have mercy on these 
unfortunate brothers, I pray thee, for our sakes, and sufi'er 
them not to spill each other’s blood.” In the midst of this 
ejaculation, I was startled by the report of two muskets, and 
imagined tliat both the brothers had fallen : but on turning 
my eyes again to this direful scene, I perceived tliat Sidi 
Hamet had fired the contents of both his barrels into the 
air, having had a moment’s reflection, whilst priming and 
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cocking his piece. He now threw it on the ground, 
then making bare his bosom, he advanced with a firm step 
towards Seid, and with an energetic voice, exclaimed, “ I 
am now unarmed, fire ! your brother’s heart is ready to re- 
ceive your balls; glut your vengeance on your benefactor.” 
He stopped short; Seid hesitated. Mr. Savage and Horace 
were near Seid, who threatened them with instant death if’ 
they moved. Sidi J lamet, fintling his brother’s mind wavered, 
ran to Horace, and sent him towards me, telling his brother, 
he should have Clark in Horace’s stead, Avhom he ordered 
to come near, but Seirl would not consent to the exchange, 
whereupon my master added Burns ; that is, tw o for one. 
Seid had made Mr. Savage sit down, and had placed one of 
liis feet on his thigh, to keep him there ; while his brother 
ordered me to go with Horace, first to the south anti then to 
the easttvard, folloAving the camels; still resolving that we 
should not be sej)arated, and bade Mr. Savage follow us, 
but Seid, presenting his gun, told him if he ofi'ered to go, he 
would blow his brtiins out. As Sidi Hamct, however, bade 
him run, he obeyed, and when he came near me, we were 
all ordered to stop, and our masters seated themselves on the 
ground to settle the dispute by figuring on the sand with 
their fingers. Here they calculated it every way. Clark 
and Burns were again offered for Horace, but Seid would 
not take them : he would keep the slave he had bought 
with his money : “ You shall not separate him from his 
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father, (said iny master,) I have sworn it.” “ Then 1 will 
destroy liiin,” exclaimed Scid furiously, and springing up, 
he seized Horace by the breast, and dashed him on the 
ground with all his might. The force of the blow beat the 
breath from his body, and he lay stretched out, apparently 
dead. Overwhelmed with the most heart-rending emotions, 
1 sank to the earth in an agony of despair. My master, 
observing my anguish, said, “ Go, Riley,” |X)inting to the 
cast. With tears and sobs, I told him 1 could not go, for 
Horace, my son, Avas dead. After a flood of tears had re- 
lieved my swelling heart, I reflected that it was useless to 
bewail the fate of my adopted child, as I did not .know how 
soon it might be my turn to suffer a similar, or pe.rhajis a 
more cruel death. Seid’s passion noAv began to subside a 
little, and my inast(;r then Avent to Horace, and taking him 
by tlie hands, raised him upon his seat: his breath returned, 
anti he revived. Sidi Hamet melted into tt ars at the sight : 
1 saAV the big drops roll down his rheeks, Avhile in a tender 
tone, he said to Horace, “ Go to Riley.” The spot Avdierc his 
head fell, happened to be clear of stones, which entirely 
covered the ground on every side, otherwise his brains must 
have been dashed out. I went up to lum as quick as I 
could, anil folding him in my arms, asked him if he was 
much hurt ; but bi'ing in great pain, and his breathing being 
not yet jicrlectly restored, he was incapable of ansAvering 
me : his heart, however, Avas in unison with mine, in thanking 
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the Author of our being that his life was spared, and in im- 
ploring his future j>rotection. Our masters again sealed 
themselves, in order to discuss this affair thoroughly, and 
began to speak very loud, when, fortunately for us, some 
strangers came in sight, which reminded them that their 
united force was necessary for the defence of themselves and 
their property ; s6 they agreed to seek a village, and take 
counsel as to what was best to be done. 

Then turning to our left up a hill, we soon came in sight 
of a village, and entered it by j)assing between high walls. 
Having come to its farther extremity, an old, but a very 
respectable looking man, (a Moor,) of a light olive colour, 
came out of his gate, and welcomed our masters, saluting 
them, (as is customary,) and seeing us behind, told us to sit 
down in a shade fonned by his wall, and rest ourselves ; 
adding, “ I will give you some food.” We accordingly 
all seated ourselves, and while the food was j>rcparing, our 
host inquired much about me and my men, and wislietl to 
know how 1 could make myself understood, (being a Chris- 
tian.) Our owners told him all our stories, together with my 
promises, which they made me repeat in his presence. They 
wanted again to know in what my property consisted ; if I 
had any money in my own country, or a house ; how much 
inone 3 % how many horses, cows, sheep, goats, asses, camels, 
&c.? and last!}’', what number of W’ives and children 1 had. 
Having answered all these interrogations to their satisfaction. 
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they made me tell what Mr. Savage, Iloract;, Clark, and Bums, 
were worth to me? how much property I thought they had in 
their own country? and our host, who spoke a few words of 
broken Spanish, asked me if Swearah w as not called Mogdola 
by the English? I answered in tlie affirmative : — this was the 
first time I had heard tlus name mentioned on this continent, 
though 1 had endeavoured by inquiring ol' all die jieoplc I 
had spoken with to ascertain the point ; but it appeared they 
had never heard of the name. One bowl of boiled barley 
uuhulled was brought out to our masters, and one for us — 
this last was a very large one, and the old host told us to eat, 
saying, “ Coo/e, liais” (Eat^ Captain.) W e had now before us, 
for tlie first tune, enough of this food, and falling-to with 
keen appetites, we filled our stomachs, and were satisfied, 
leaving some in die bowl, which they tri(;d hard to make us 
finish, but Ave could not. Sidi Ilainct would not trust himself 
again with his lirother, without having some person in com- 
pany to take his part ; so he hired a stout young fellow, named 
Bo-Mohammed, to go along with us to another place or vil- 
lage, not far distant, and we set off for it, travelling at first 
down towards the sea-coast, and passing along a kind of 
sandy beach, where the salt water flowed in at high ddes, we 
saw tliere, under die side of a shelving rock, two boiling 
springs of fresh Avater, wliich I'onned a considerable stream. 
This was the first spring 1 had seen in this country, and hav- 
ing taken a good drink and watered our camels, we pro- 
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ceetlecl towards llu‘, south-east amons the sands that hatl 
drifted from the sea-beach ; there w'o remained until it was 
nearly dark, our masters fearing, as it were, to go forward. 
About dark we resumed our course, and soon afterwards ar- 
rived at a village, where, while the barking of numerous 
dogs announced to their owners the arrival of strangers, a 
grave looking inaft came out, and silcnc;ing the curs, bade 
our masters welcome, and invited both them and us to sit 
doAvn near his walls, until he should prepare some supper. 
We had no desire, however, for food, some of us having op- 
pr(?ssed our stomachs to such a degree Avith the boiled barley, 
as to be racked with pain, and scarcely able to breathe, par- 
ticularly Mr. Sa\ age. Our present host, (whose name I soon 
learned, Avas Sidi Mohammed,) after causing a mat to bt? 
spread near his Avail, seated himself and our masters thereon, 
and desired me to conn; and do th<' same. He noAv made 
similar inquiries Avith the former persons avc had met, and J 
satisfied his miriosity as avcII as I could. He then informed 
me he had been many times in Swearah, and had seen the 
consuls, and wished me to repeat my promise to Sidi Hamet^ 
Avhich I did. He had a lamp ibr a light, so that he could 
see every motion that I made well enough to comprehend 
me entirely. Hy this time some cakes had been baked, Avhich 
Avere presented to our masters, and of which they gave us 
some: these cakes Averc made of barley meal, ground coarst;; 
yet it was bread, and it being the first we had seen, Ave ate a 
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little of it, though our stotnachs were not yet prepared to 
enjoy the treat. After they had eaten and washed their 
hands and feet, and talked over their affairs, 8idi Ilainet 
again called me to him, and told me he should set out in the 
morning for Swearah in company with our host, Sidi Mo- 
hammed, where he hoped, with Clod’s bl(*ssiug, to arrive in 
three days, for he should travel on a mule, hugelahy and 
push on night and day: that I must write a letter to my 
friend, which he would carry, and, said he, “ if your friend 
will fulfil 3 'our engagements and j^ay the money for you and 
your men, you shall be free ; if not, you must die, for having 
deceived me, and your men shall be sohl for what they will 
bring. 1 have fought for you, (atlded he,) have suffered hun- 
ger, thirst, and fatigue, to restore you to your family, for I 
believe, God is with you. 1 have pai<l away all my money 
on your word alone: Sci<l and JJo-jMohammcd will slay and 
guard you during my absence ; they will give you as much 
khoh$ (bread) smd Vhasli (pudding) as you can eat; so go and 
sleep till morning.” This night was spent on my part iji a 
state of anxiety not easy to conceive: to whom should I 
write? 1 knew nobody at Mogadore, and yet 1 must take 
iny chance. 1 remembered my remarkable dream — it had 
literally come to pass tlms far, — why should 1 doubt its whole 
accomplishment? yet 1 could not rest. 
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CHAFfER XIX. 

The Author writes a letter — Sidi Hamet sets out with it for 
Swearah — the arrival of Sheick Ali^ an extraordinary cha- 
racter. 

IjiARLY the next morning wc were called up and directed 
to go within the gates. Tdy master said to me — “ Come, 
Riley, writ^ a letter,” giving me at the same time a scrap of 
paper, not so wide as my hand, and about eight inches long'; 
he had also got a little black staining liquid and a reed to 
write with. 1 now begged hard to be taken along with him, 
but he would not consent, though 1 told him 1 would leave 
my son whom I loved more than myself, behind me as an 
liostage, and three men ; but all would not do, the thing was 
determined on. He then told me, that what 1 had agreed to 
give him was not sufficient; that 1 must tell my friend, in the 
letter, to pay two hundred dollars for myself, two hmidred 
for Horace, two hmidrcd for Aaron, one hundred and sixty 
for Clark, and the same for Burns, adding that I had pro- 
mised him a good double-barrelled gun, and I must give 
liim that, and one to Seid also. “ Scid is a bad man, (said 
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he,) but he heJped to save your life, and must have a gun.” 
So T took the iced, and Avrote on tiie slip of paper, as near 
as 1 can recolleet, the 1‘olloAving letter : 


“ Sir, 

“ 'J'hc brig Commerce from Gibraltar for America, Avas 
wrecked on Cape Bojador, on the 28th Aligust last; myself 
and four of the crcAv are here nearly naked, in Barbarian 
slavery : .1 conjure you by all the ties that bind man to man, 
by those of kindred blood, and eviwy thing you hold most 
dear, and by as miudi as liberty is dearer than life, to ad- 
vance the money required for our rcdeiiiption, Avhich is nine 
hundred and twenty dollars, and two double-barrelled guns: 
I can draAV for any amount, the moment I am at libeily, on 
BatJird, -Sampson & Sharj), London — Cropper & Benson, 
Liverpool — Munroc & }iiuton, Lisbon, or on Horatio 
Sprague, Gibraltar. Should you not relieve me, my life 
must instantly pay the forfeit. I leave a AA-ife and live help- 
less children to deplore my death. My companions are 
Aaron B. Savage, Horace Savage, James Clark, and 'I’hoinas 
Bums. I left six more in shu'cry on the Desert. My present 
master, Sidi Hamet, Avill liand you this, and tell you where avc 
arc — he is a Avorthy man. Worn dovA'n to the bones b}' the 
most dreadful oi‘ all sufferings — ^naked and a slave, I implore 
your pity, and trust that such distress Avill not be suffered to 
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plead in vain. For God’s sake, send an interpreter and a 
guard for us, if that is possible. I speak French and Spanish. 

James Riley, late Master and Supercargo 
of the brig Commerce" 

While I was Avriting the above, they procured an additional 
scrap of jiaper, bcirtg a part of a Spanish bill of lading, on 
Avhich I wrote a part of my letter, that could not be written 
legibly on the first scrap. Having folded them up, 1 directed 
them to the “ Fitiglish, French, Spanish, or American consuls, 
or any Christian merchants in AJogadorc or Swearah.” 
I purposely omitted mentioning that we were Americans 
because. 1 did not know that there Avas an American agent 
there, and 1 had no doubt of there being an Ihiglish consul 
or agent in that place. My master Avas hurrying me Avhile 
J was writing, ami both he and my host, Scid, and the young 
man, and many others Avho stood by, Avere surprizetl to see 
me make the Arabic numerals: lor the characters avc use in 
arithmetic arc no other than the real ancient Arabic figures, 
which have served them for thousands of years ; they re- 
marked to each other that 1 must have been a slave before, 
to some Araj:jian who had taught me the use ol them, 
contrary to their law, because he had fouml me to be a smart 
activ(‘. fellow'. My master, taking my letter, then mounted 
one mule, and Sidi Mohammed another, and rode olf 
together very fast to the east. 
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We remained here seven days, during which time they 
kept us shut up in the yard in the day time, where the cows, 
sheep and asses rested, and at night they locked us up in a 
dreary cellar. Seid and Bo-Mohamined guarded us all the 
day, not because they feared .avc Avould attempt to escape, 
but because some of the neighbouring people might steal 
and run off with us, ami in the night time they lay on their 
arms outside the door, to prevent a surprize. We had as 
much barley bread twice a day as we wanted, Thash once a 
day, and plenty of w'atcr. This Ibod, tliough palatable, pro- 
duced and kept up a continual dysentery ; our bowels 
seemed to ferment like beer, and we were tortured with 
cholics. Our numerous sores had now time to heal, and our 
bodies became • mostly skinned over before our masters 
returned ; but the hcemon'oids distressed us extremely. All 
the inhabitants who lived near, and all tht)se who heard that 
Christians were in tlie place, (for they call all Kuropeans 
Christians,) came to sec us. Some w ere very familiar, and 
all wished to know if we were mechanics : from that circum- 
stance I concluded tliat mechanics were very much wanted, 
and of great importance among these people, and that there 
would be no possibiUty of getting clear of them, if once they 
should find out our usefulness in that way. I therefore told 
them that we wcie all brought up sailors from our childhood, 
and knew no other business. One tried to make me lay out 
and hew a pair of posts lor a door to a house that was 
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building within the walls of the village, and gave me a line 
to measure the length of them, and tried to teach me to span 
it off ; but I would not understand him. I’hey next put a 
kind of adze into my hand, and bade me fit the posts in. I 
took the tool, and bega»i to cut at random, gouging out a 
piece here, and splitting it there, doing more hurt than good; 
and, at the same time, by my awkward and clumsy jnanner, 
taking care to make them believe that 1 could do no better. 
Some were satisfied that I had done my very best, but by far 
the greater part of them were of opinion that a smart appli> 
cation of the whip would put my mechanical powers into 
complete opemtion, and 1 really expected they would apply 
this stimulus; for one of them ran and fetchetl a stout stick, 
and w’as about to lay it on, when Bo-Mohammed, who re- 
prescuteil Sidi Hamct, interfered and saved me from a 
cudgelling. IVl r. Savage, Clark, Bums, and Horace, were 
each trictl in tht*ir turns, Avho following my instructions, were 
soon relieved from all further re<|uisition. From this circum- 
sfcmce it is evident, that the less useful a Christian makes 
himself when a slave to tlic Arabs, especially in ameclmnical 
way, the less vtilue they will set upon him, and he will not 
only have a chance of getting ransomed, but it may be 
effected on ciisier terms than otherwise ; for 1 am fully con- 
vinced, that if we had shown ourselves capable in those arts, 
whic'.h the Arabs highly prize, such as carpenters, smiths, shoe- 
makers, &c. &c. we should have been sold at high prices, and 
soon carried away beyond the possibility of redemption. 
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Four days after Sidi Hamet’s departure, some papers wem 
shown to mo by one of the men wdio lived in the neighbour- 
hood, which I found, on examination,- to be, first, the 
register of the Spanish schooner Maria, issued by the 
custom-house at Cadiz in May, 1814; second — a bill of sale 
of the same schooner, made out at the island of Grand 
Canary in 1812, of the same date with the register. Many 
articles of clolliing that had belonged to hei\crcw were also 
shown me; and the topmast, jib-boom, and otlier small 
spars of a vessel, served to support the floor over our nightly 
prison. 1 made inquiries, as far as it was possible, in order 
to find out something respecting this vessel, which I pre- 
sumed must have been wrecked near this place ; and was 
informed that the preceding year a schooner anchored on 
tliis part of tlie coast to catc*h fish, and to trade ; that these 
people found means to get alongside of her in the night in 
boats, and after killing the captain and thi'cc men, got 
possession of her ; when having taken out the money and 
other, valuables, they cut her cables, and ran her on shore : 
that they then made the surviving part of the crew assist in 
tearing the wreck to pieces, and in carrying il up to build 
houses with. I asked how many people were on board her, 
and where the remainder of the crcAv were ; and was in- 
formed, by a serious looking old man, that it consisted of 
seventeen souls at first ; that four were slain in the conflict 
when she was captured ; tliat fiA'e more had died since, and 
that the remaining eight were a great way off to the south- 
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cast, where they were employed in working on the land and 
making houses. Others said, they had gone to Swearah, and 
fi’om thence to their own country; but I could easily per- 
ceive by their looks that those poor fellows had either been 
massacred, or were now held in slavery, where neither the 
voice of liberty, nor the himd of friendship, was ever likely 
to reach them. The people here, both old and young, 
could speak many words of Spanish, though they did not 
know their meaning, but made use ol'them at a venture at all 
times — th(?se were a set of the very coai*scst and most vulgar 
words the Sjianish language affords, and had been uttered, 
no doubt, by poor unfortunate slaves, natives of Spain, when 
they were suffering the greatest misery, and when execrating 
these savages. One young fellow spoke several words of 
English, such as, “ good morning — ^good night, &:c. and 
was piaster of a considerable list of curses. He one day 
came up to Mr. Savage;, and said — “ button, cut it wit a nif," 
and at the same time laid hold of a button on his pantaloons. 
IMr. Savage was very much surjirized to hear a language he 
coidd understand, but these words anti the oaths and curses 
constituted the whole, of his Knglish education. Every 
person here had either a long knife or a scimitar always 
slung by his side. Among the rest, several negroes came to 
look at us, some of whom were slaves and some free, and 
they were all Mohammedans — these were allowed to sit on a 
mat beside our masters, and make remarks on us as we were 
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placed among the fresh manure at a short distance. Seid 
desired to know what we called black men; I told him 
negroes^ at which name the negroes seemed very indignant, 
and much enraged. 

On the sixth day of my master’s absence, a man arrived 
and took up his lodging with our guards — he was about six 
feet in height, and proportionably stoiit; his colour was 
something between that of a negro and an Arab ; when he 
came in he was saluted by -Seid and the others in company 
by the name of Sheick AH, (or Ali the chief.) This man 
possessed talents of that superior cast which never fail to 
command the greatest respect, and at the same time to 
inspire dread, awe, and reverence. He appeared to be only 
a guest or visitor. In his deportment he was grave and 
dignified; he raised his voice on occasions terribly, and 
spoke in tones almost of thimder ; yet when he wished to 
please by condescension and courtesy, it thrilled on tlie car 
like sounds of softest music ; his manner and air were very 
commanding, and his whole aspect and demeanour bore the 
stamp of the most daring courage and unflinching firmness. 
He was the most eloquent man I had ever heard speak ; 
persuasion dwelt upon his tongue ; while he spoke, all the 
company observed the most profound silence, and with open 
mouths seemed to inhale his honied sentences. He pro- 
nounced with the most perfect emphasis ; tlie elegant 
cadence so much admired in eastern oratory seemed to have 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 


235 


acquired new beauties from his manner of delivery: hi* 
articulation was so clear and distinct, and his countenance 
and actions so intelligent and expressive, that 1 could un- 
derstond him jierfcctly, though he spoke in tlie Arabic 
language. He would settle all controverted points among 
the disputants, when applied to, in an instant, and yet with the 
utmost gracefulnesli and dignity. This extraordinary chief 
was often conversing in a low tone of voice with Seid 
respecting me and my men — he said he believed me to be a 
very artful fellow, and capalilc of any action, either good or 
bad ; and said he did not doubt but my friends would raise 
any sum of money that might be demanded for my ransom. 
He regretted very much that he had not seen Sidi Hamet 
before he set out for Swearah, and concluded to remain with 
us until his return. He questioned me very particularly as 
to my country, my friends, family, property, &c. — he also 
wished 1o know all the story t)f my shipwreck, and w’as very 
curious to find out what (|uantity of money, ami what other 
property, fell into the hands of those who first met with us 
after the vessel was wrecked, and what crime was committed 
to induce these Moslemin to kill Antonio. He next examined 
our bodies all over, and on one of Clark's anns his attention 
wT»s arrested by a cross, and several otlier marks of Christian 
insignia that had been pricked in with Indian ink, in the 
manner of the Spanish and other sailors ; the stain remained 
entire, though the skin had many times been changed, and 
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now seemed drawn tight over the bone. This being a con- 
clusive proof in the Shcick’s mind of Christianity^ he pro- 
nounced him “ a Spaniard,” and said he should not be 
redeemed, but must go to the mountains, and Avork with him. 
Every thing that this man said seemed to eaiTy with it a 
Aveight that bore doAvn all opposilion. 

We had, during Sidi Hamet’s abscnfcc, (after llie fifth 
day,) been in constant expectation of receiving news from 
him, or that he himself AA'ould return, and our keepers 
iiKjuired of every stranger who came from the castAvard, if 
they had seen him, but obtained no news until the seventh 
day, when one of the most fierce and ill-looking men 1 had 
ever beheld, approached the wall, and hailed Scid by name, 
ordering him in an imjierious tone to o])en the gate directly.. 
Seid demanded to know Avho he Avas — he replied, Ullah 
Omar; that he came from SAvearah, and had met Sidi 
Hamet near that place, who requested him to call and tell 
Seid where he Avas, and that God had prospered his journey 
so far. The gate was noAV opened, and the stranger entered : 
he Avas of a dark complexion, nearly six feet in height, and 
extremely muscular; had a long musket in his hand, a pair 
of horse pistols hanging in his belt, and a scimitar and tAvo 
long knives slung by his sides, Avith the haick or blanket for 
a dress, and a large AA'hite turban on his head ; he had a 
pair of long iron spurs, Avhich were fastened to his slippers 
of yellow Morocco leather ; he rode a beautiful horse, Avhicli 
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seemed fleet and vigorous, and he appeared to be about 
forty years of age. This was the first man 1 had s€«n 
harnessed in this way. Sheick Ali knew him, and shook 
him most c’.ordially by the hand, and after exchanging salu- 
tations all round, hearing I. was the captain, he addressed 
me, and told me he had seen my friend, Sidi Ilamel ; that 
he met him within* one day’s ride of Swearah ; that he Avould 
no doubt be here on the morrow, for that God had pros- 
pered his journey on account of me, and added, that he 
hoped my friend in Swearah or Mogdola would be as true 
to UK' as Sidi Hainet was : he then spoke to all my men, 
wlio, though tliey did not undersHind him, y(;l were rtjoiced 
to hear, through me, that there was a prospect of my 
master’s returning soon. This man had two powder horns 
slung from his neck, and a pouch, in Avhich he carried a 
wooden l)ipc and some tobacco, besides a plenty of leaden 
balls and slugs. My shipmates Avanted some tobacco very 
much, and 1 asked him for a little, upon Avhich he gave me 
a handful of very good tobacco, and seemed exceedingly 
pleased to have it in his power to administer comfort to 
such miserable beings. 1 imagined from his whole deport- 
ment that he resembled one of those high-spirited, heroic, 
and generous robbers, tluit are so admirably deseribed in 
ancient histoiy. Seid furnished hiih Avith some food, which 
1 now learned they called cous-koo-soo, with some slices of 
pumpion or squash spread over it in tlie boAvl, and Avell 
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peppered. This dish, which is made of small balls of flour, 
boiled with a fowl and vegetables, looked (for I had not the 
pleasure of tasting it) like a very nice dish. After they had 
washcid, drunk water, eaten, washed again, and prayed 
together, Ullah Omar took his .leave. During the whole of 
the time we remained here, our keepers washed themselves 
all over with water twice a day, before mitl-day and evening 
prayers, and always washed their hands before and after 
eating. 

o • 

The state of my mind, in the meantime, can be more easily 
conceived than described, during this day and the next, 
which was the eighth. I longed to know my fate ; and yet 
I must own, 1 trembled at the thoughts of what it might be, 
and at the conditions I had myself proposed at my last 
purchase, and had so often since confinned. If my master 
should find no one who should be willing to pay the money 
for my redemption, my fate was sealed. I had already 
agreed to have my throat cut ! this could not be prevented ; 
yet when 1 made this agreement I was naked and on a vast 
and dreary desert, literally without a skin ; my remaining 
flesh was roasted on my body ; not a drop of fresh water to 
quench my burning thirst, nor even an herb or any other 
thing to satisfy the cravings of hunger: my life was fast 
wasting away, and there was not even a hope remaining, or 
a possibiUty of existing long in my then forlorn condition : 
both myself and my companions would have sold our lives 
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for a drink «f fresh water or a moi'sel of bread. In lliat 
most dismal and desperate situation, 1 imagined that if 1 
could once get to the cultivated country beyond tlie Desert, 
I should find some Ibod to support nature, and fresh water 
to allay our thirst. My remarkable dream had also given 
me courage to hope for redemption ; but if I was not re- 
deemed myself, 1* felt it my duty to exert myself to the 
utmost to preserve the lives of my shipmates ; they might, 
some of them, I fancied, possibly survive, even though I 
should not, and be at length restored to their country and 
friends, in consequence of my exertions, and convey to my 
distressed family the sad tidings of my wretched fate. 
Circumstances Avere now changed ; 1 had passed the dangers 
of the Desert, and arrived in the cultivated country ; we had 
noAV plenty of good water, and some food and shelter ; and 
though my flesh Avas nearly all wasted away, yet a new skin 
had succeeded, and nearly covered ray bones. My desire 
to live kept pace Avith the increase of my comforts ; I longed 
for the return of ray master, and yet 1 anticipated it Avith 
the most fearful and dreadful apprehensions. I could not 
sleep : alternate hope and fear kept me in a state of con- 
tinual agitation. I calculated on the moment of his arrival 
as decisive of my fate. It would either restore me to 
liljerty, or doom me to instant death ; I trembled at cA^ery 
noise occasioned by the opening of the gate, on any new 
snrival. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

A Moor arrives from Mogadore, bringing a letter — the letter 
— they set out for that city. 

The eighth day of my master’s absence passed tediously 
away; when after rlark we heard a trampling outside the 
walls : Seid went forth to learn its cause, and soon returned 
with Sidi Mohammed, followed by a well looking Moor: — 
they came directly to that part of the yard where we were 
sitting on the ground, trembling with apprehension and with 
cold. When they came near me, the Moor called out and 
said, in English, “ How de-do, Capetan ?” This raised me 
and all my men from the ground ; I felt as if my heart was 
forcing its way up into my throat, and it entirely obstructed 
my breath. I eagerly seized his hand, and begged to know 
who he was, and what Avas my doom, and if Sidi Hamet 
had come back; he then asked me in Spanish, if I spoke 
that language, and being ansAvered in the affirmative, he 
informed me, in Spanish, that he came from Mogadore ; that 
my letter had been received by one of the best of men, an 
Englishman, Avho Avas his friend, and who had shed tears 
on reading my letter : that he had paid the money to my 
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master immediately, and had sent him (the Moor) off, with- 
out giving him scarcely a moment's time to take leave of his 
wife, and that he had been on his mule ever since he left. 
Swearah, travelling on as fast as jjossible, night and day. 
The anxiety of ray coinpanipns by this time had risen to 
such a pitch, that they broke in upon his story, on which I 
communicated to liiem the thrice welcome and happy intel- 
ligence, that v^c had a friend who would redeem us from 
slavery. Our souls \vere overwhelmed with joy, and yet we 
trembled with apj)rehension lest it might not be true ; alas ! 
perhaps it was only a delusive dream, or some cruel trick 
to turn our miseries into mockery. At this moment, how- 
ever, the Moor handed me a letter : I broke it open ; but 
my emotions were such, that it was impossible for me to 
read its contents, and 1 handed it to Mr. Savage ; for my 
frame trembled to such a degree, that I could not stand, 
and I sank to the earth, but, thank God, not senseless ; 
while, by means of the light of a fire, he read as follows : — 

MogadorCy October 25, 1815. 

MY DEAR AND AFFLICTED SIR, 

1 have this moment received your two notes by Sidi Ha-- 
met, the contents of which, 1 hope, you will be perfectly 
assured have called forth iny most sincere pity for your suf- 
ferings and those of your companions in captivity. 

By a Gibraltar paper I discover, under the arrivals from 
the 5th to the 11th August, the name of your vessel, and 
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that she was American, from which I conclude both you 
and your crew must be subjects of the United States : had 
it not been for the paper adverted to, some delay would have 
occurred, as you do not state in your notes to what nation 
you belong. 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the good fortune 
you and your fellow sufferers have met^ by being in the 
hands of a man who seems to be guided by some degree of 
commiseration. 

I can in some measure participate in die severe and dan- 
gerous sufferings and hardships you must have undergone ; 
but, my dear Sir, console yourself, for, thanks be to God, I 
hope they will soon have a happy issue ; for which purpose 
I devoutly pray the great Disposer of all things will give you 
and your unfortunate companions healtli and strength once 
more to vi.sit your native land. 

I’his letter will be delivered you by Rais bcl Cossim^ in 
whom you may place the fullest faith ; he speaks Spanish, 
and has directions to pay attention to your orders, and ren- 
der you every care your severe misfortunes may require : — 
be pleased to write me an immediate answer, stating every 
particular relating to yourself, your crew, and vessel, as 1 
have given orders to die Moor to forward it to me without 
delay. 

I have agreed to pay the sum of nine hundred and twenty 
hard dollars to Sidi llamet on your safe arrival in this town. 
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with your fellow sufferers; he remains here as a kind of 
hostage for your safe appearance. 

I have been induced to trust iniplicitly to your word, and 
the respectable references you have given, in confidence 
that those gentlemen, oi‘ yourself, will readily reimburse me 
the whole of the expenses that may be incurred in obtaining 
your redemption. * 

I have the most sincere pleasure to acquaint you, you will 
be at liberty to commence your journey for this town on the 
receipt of this letter, and make what stages you please on 
the road, as I do not advise you, in the eageniess of all you 
must feel, .to run intt> danger by over-exertion and fatigue; 
I Avonld, therefore, recommend the greatest precaution on 
this point. I have sent, undew ('harge of Rais bel Cossim, 
shoes and cloaks, which I have no doubt you will find very 
useful in preserving y^ou from rain or cold on the road. 

I have also fonvarded you some provisions and spirits, 
that you may enjoy a foretaste of returning liberty. 

1 beg to recommentl the greatest secrecy of your circum- 
stances until your arrival here, for should the Moors sup- 
pose you able to pay more, they would throw difficulties in 
the way, and thereby much retard your redemption. 

1 shall send off an express to-morrow to the United States’ 
Consul General at Tangier, and a letter to Mr. Horatio 
Sprague of Gibraltar, informing them of your loss, and of 
the favourable hopes I entertain of your immediate release. 

1 I 2 
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I have appointed with Rais hel Cowim, on your arrival at 
a short distance from Mogadorc, to wait at the garden of a 
friend of mine, and send me notice of die same, when 1 shall 
immediately set out to meet you. 

I trust there is no occasion for me to say how truly I com- 
miserate and enter into all your misfortunes ; when God 
grants me the pleasure to embrace you, ‘it will be to me a 
day of true rejoicing. I beg you will assure every one with 
you of my truest regard — ^and with sentiments embittered by 
die thoughts of the miseries you have undergone, but with 
the most sanguine hope of a happy end to all your suffer- 
ings, I subscribe myself, with the greatest esteem, my dear 
Sir, your friend, 

William Willsiiire. 

P. S.- I w'illingly agree to advance the money, consider- 
ing a month or more must elapse before I could receive an 
answer from Mr. Sprague. I therefore concluded you would 
prefer being at liberty in this town, to experiencing a pro- 
longation of your sufferings during that period. I shall be 
happy in rendering you every comfort that my house and 
this country can afford. W. W. 

feelings, during the reading of this letter, may perhaps 
be conceived, but 1 cannot attempt to describe diem ; to 
form an idea of my emotions at that time, it is necessary for 
the reader to transjiort himself in imagination to the country 
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where I then was, a wretched slave, and to fancy himself as 
having passed through all the dangers and distresses that I 
had experieiK^ed : reduced to the lowest pitch of human 
wretchedness, degradation, and despair, a skinless skeleton, 
expecting death at every instant : then let him fancy himself^ 
receiving such a letter from a perfect stranger, whose name 
he had never beforfe heard, and from a place where there 
■ was not an individual creature that had ever before heard of 
his existence, and in one of the most barbarous regions of 
the habitable globe : let him receive at the same time clothes 
to cover and defend his naked, emaciated, and trembling 
frame, shoes for his mangled feet, and such provisions as he 
luid been accustomed to in his happier days — let him find a 
sootliing and syinpatliizing friend in a barbarian, and one 
who spoke perfectly well the language of a Christian nation ; 
and with all this let him behold a prospect of a speedy 
liberation and restoration to his beloved family : — here let 
him pause, and his heart must, like mine, expand near to 
bursting with gratitude to his all-wise and beneficent Creator, 
wlio had upheld his tottering frame, and preserved in his 
bosom the vital spark, while he c’onductcd him with un- 
erring wisdom and goodness, through the greatest perils and 
sufferings, by a continued miracle, and now pn’iparcd the 
heart of a stranger to accomplish what had been before 
determined. 

The letter being finished, we could only raise our eyes and 



246 riley's shipwreck, and 

hearts to heaven in adoration and silent tliankfuhiess, while 
tears of joy trickled down our haggard cheeks. Amidst 
these joyful and heart-thrilling sensations, my attention was 
aroused by the thundering voice of Sheick Aliy who stormed 
.away most furiously on being informed that Sidi Hamet had 
given up me and my companions for such a paltry sum: — 
he said, Sidi Hamet must be a fool and* a madman to put 
himself in the power of a villanous Christian, who would 
undoubtedly mvu*der him and take back his money so soon 
as we should arrive in Swearali. The Moor, who had 
hitherto remained silent, now spoke out in a very spirited 
manner, and told the Sheick in a very firm, but eloquent 
and persuasive tone, that he had bought me and my com- 
panions with his own money, which he had paid to Sidi 
Hamet before he left Swearah ; and that he (Sidi Hamet) 
remaimxl there volunUirily as a hostage for his (Rais hel 
Cossim’s ) safety, as well as security for the delivery of the 
slaves. 

“ We are of the same religion, (added Rais,) and owe 
these Christian dogs nothing ; but we have an undoubted 
right to make merchandise of them, and oblige them to carry 
our burdens like camels. That fellow^ (said he, pointing to 
me) calls himself the captain of a vessel, — he has deceived 
his master and you ; for he was nothing more than cook on 
board, and the captain has long been dead.” This the 
Sheick would not believe : if it was so, how could I write a 
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note to induce a stranger to pay so much money for me and 
my men ? “ It was otily a short one, (added he,) and its 
writer must be a man of mucii consequence as well as 
knowledge. 1 fear you (tliough a Moslcmin) have leagued 
with a Christian against Sidi Hamel, first to rob him of his 
slaves, and then to take his hfc.” “ No — by Allah! I am 
incapable of such an act of treachery,” (retorted Rais) and 
told the Sheick I was indeed the cook, but being a stout 
fellow had been able to endure fatigues better than the 
others : “ but (added he) give them paper, pen, and ink, 
and they will soon (convince you tlicy can all write, and 
much better than Riley.” This controversy continued a 

9 

long time, and 1 found tliat Rais bel Cossim was a man of 
great courage, as well as knowledge and clo(jucncc ; and he 
certainly displayed great address .and management in 
checking the avaricious calcidations of the Sheick, by in- 
sisting upon my not being a captain, and thus depreciating 
my value as a slave. Seid seemed to have sunken into a kind 
of sullen silence; it was now late, and Sidi Mohammed 
comlucted the whole company into an apartment that had 
serv'ed, from appearance, as a stable for mules, 'fhey had 
loudly insisted that we should lodge in tin; same place wdiere 
w'c had been before confined, but Rais would not consent, 
and declared that his slaves should stay by his side, both 
night and day. They had cost him a great deal of inoncy, 
(he said,) and he was determined not to lose them. Having 
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thus got into comfortable quarters, our cloaks were produced 
from a basket, and we put them on. Our friend had sent 
us some hard biscuits, and boiled neats’ tongues — he had 
also forwarded tea, coflee, and sugar, and a few bottles of 
rum, with a tea-kettle, tea-pot^ cups and saucers, all nicely 
packed up in a small box. Rais then procured a lighted 
lamp, and 1 gave each of my men a slice of tongue, some 
biscuit, and a drink of rum: — this revived their spirits 
exceedingly, and we all felt as if new life was infused into 
our hearts, which at the same time swelled with gratitude to 
God for his infinite mercy and goodness. We were next 
regaled with a very fine water melon ; and having put on our 
new shoes to make our feet wann, and wrapped ourselves up 
in large cloaks or gzlabbias, we stretched ourselves on the 
ground to sleep, whilst. Rais, Seid, and his companion Bo- 
Mohanuned, and Sht;ick Ali, laid themselves down on a 
platform made of boards that must have been brought from 
the wreck of some vessel, and was raised two feet from the 
ground. Tin; food which 1 and my companions had eaten, 
together with tlie melon and liquor, caused us such violent 
griping pains in our stomachs and intestines, that we could 
with great difficulty forbear screaming out with agony, and 
we found no rehef till morning, after having passed a sleep- 
less night. 

Early in the morning, Rais desired me, in Arabic, to 
make some tea — so I took out tlie kettle, had it filled with 
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water, made a fire with a few sticks, and sooji liad ihc tea 
ready for drinking, 1’he irien and boys in and near this 
village, hearing of Sidi Mohammed’s retui’n to his family, 
came now to congratulate him, and to see the Moor, who 
directed me to pour out a cirji of tea for each of the men, 
which he made thick with sugar. None of the people had 
ever before seen sinrh a thing as a tea-cup, nor knew what 
the taste of tea was, and it Avas with diHiculty that sevci al of 
them could be persuadexi to drink it, and they ii]>pesired to 
be reconciled to it only on account of' tin', sugar. I wailed 
on them all until they had finished ; Avhen llais, turning to 
Sheick Ali, said, “ I told you before that Riley Avas the cook, 
and noAV you see Avith your own eyes that he is the only one 
that can wait upon us.” I next made a strong cup of tea 
for ourselves, Avhitdi had a most remarkable effect in com- 
posing and restoring the tone of our stomachs. 

All our things being soon packed up and loaded on mules, 
Avc set forward at about eight o’clock. The Moor had tried 
to procure mules for us to ride on ; but they could not be 
had in this part of the country at any price. Our company 
consisted of Shcick Alif Sidi Mohammed, (who had been to 
Swearah on our account,) Seid, our master, Ho-Mohammed, 
(avIio had assisted in guarding us,) and 'Rais bel Cossim, all 
Avcll anned. Though he could procure no beasts, exclusiA ely 
for our use, yet Rais managed in such a manner as to let us 
ride by turns, and Burns all the time, for he Avas so feeble 
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as not to be able to walk. So soon as we were on the road, 
Rais bel Cossim begged me to give him an account of my 
misfortunes and sufferings, and by what miracle my life and 
the lives of those who were with me had been preserved — 
I satisfied his curiosity as well as I could by a short naiTa- 
tion of the most prominent occurrences. When 1 had 
finished, he raised his eyes towards heaven with an air and 
expression of true devotion, and cxelaiincd in Spanish, 
“ Praised be God, the most high and holj', for his good- 
ness !” then addressing hitnself to me, he remarked, “ You 
have indeed been preserved most wonderfully by the petni- 
liar protection and assistance of an overruling Providence, 
and must be a particular favourite of heaven : there never 
was an instance (added he) of a Christian's passing the 
Great Desert for such a distance before, and you arc no 
doubt destined to do some great good in the world ; and 
may tJie Almighty continue to preserve you, and restore 
you to your distressed family ! Sidi Ilamet (added he) ad- 
mired your conduct, courage, and intelligence, and says 
they are more tlian human — ^that God is with you in all 
your transactions, and has blessed him for your sake." ] 
mention this conversation to show the light in which my 
master had viewed me, and this will account for the interest 
he took in my restoration to liberty, over and above his 
motives of gain. 

I now inquired w’ho Sheick Ali was, and why he was 
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going on in company ; and said, I much feared him. Rais 
informed me that all he knew about him, he had learned 
from Sidi Mohammed, which was, that he is the chief of a 
very large and powerful tribe of Arabs, who inhabit the hills 
south of us, and near tlie borders of the Great Desert ; that 
Sidi Ilaract had married one of his daughters, but had since 
been at war with him, and that in the contest his father-in- 
law had destroyed Sidi Hamet’s town, and taken back his 
daughter, but afterwards restored her again on making pi;ace 
— ^that this Sheii'k could bring ten or fifteen thousand men 
into the field whenever he pleased, and that he was a man of 
the greatest talents and capacity in war, as Avell as in peace ; 
but why he was going on in our company in this manner, 
he could not tell, and agreed with me in suspecting tliat it 
could be for no good purpose, yet he obseiwed, “ God could 
turn his evil intentions to our good, and that that Power 
which had protected me thus far, would not forsake me 
until His will was accomplished.” 
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CHAPTER XXT. 

They come near the ruins of a city where two battering 
machines are standing — description of them — story of its 
destruction — they cross a river and a fruitful valley — lodge 
in a city, and are afterwards stopped by Sheick Ali and the 
prince of another city. 

We travelled on in a south-east direction thro.ugh a very 
sandy country, with however hero and there a small rising, 
and a few cultivated spots, for about live hours, at the rate 
of five miles an hour, when we came opposite the shattered 
walls of a desolate tOAvn or city that stood not far from our 
path on the right. These walls appeared to inclose a sipiarc 
spot of about three hundred yards in extent on each side, 
and they seemed to be at least lifU'.cn feet in height. They 
were built of rough stones, laid in clay or mud, and partly 
daubed over with the same material. On the north side, 
there was a gateway handsomely arched over with stone, 
and furnished with a strong heavy-looking wooden gate that 
was now shut. Over the g-atc there appeared to be a plat- 
form for the purj)ose of defending the gate, for the wall w'as 
not quite so high in that part as elsewhere. Two battering 
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machines were standing against the western angle of the 
wall, opposite to which a large practicable, breach had 
been made by means of one of those machines. They 
were both very simple in their structure, but calculated to 
be very powerful in their effects. I could distinctly see 
and examine witli my eyes tKe one nearest to us. It >vas 
formed, as it appeared to me, in the first place, by laying 
down two large logs of wood at right angles with the wall, 
and about fifteen feet apart, the ends of the logs butting 
against the wall. Into the upper side of each of these logs 
a nitch or mortoise was cut to receive the thick ends of two 
uprights, consisting of two rough trunks of trees, of about 
twelve inches in diameter at their base, of e(|ual lengths, and 
rising to the height of about twenty-five or thirty feet. Each 
■ upright had a crotch in its upper end, formed by the natural 
branching of the two principal limbs of the tree, like a 
common country^ well-post in America. These crotches 
being rounded out by art, a stout piece of knotty timber of 
about from twelve to eighteen inches in thickness was placed 
horizontally in them. I’o the centre of the cross-piece a 
pole of ten or twelve inches in circumference Avas lashed 
with a strong rope, and to the lower end of this pole, a huge 
rough rock was fastened, weighing from appearance several 
tons. The rock was slung and fastened to the j>ole by 
means of thick ropes, formed by braiding many thongs of 
camels’ skins together. After the machine had been fitted 
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together on the ground, it had been raised all in a body by 
the help of long shores or sticks of timber, not so thick as 
the uprights, but nearly twice as long: these shores were 
tied fast to the uprights, near their crotches, by ropes, and 
served to raise and lower the machine at pleasure, and also 
acted as braces to support it when in action. Two short 
props or braces were fixed between the uprights and the 
wall, with one end resting against its base, and the other in a 
notch cut on the inner side of the uprights to help to keep 
them steady, and prevent them from falling against the walls. 
The rock hung within two or three feet of tlie ground, like a 
huge pendulum; and having a long rope fastened to its 
slings, stretching off from the wall at least one hundred and 
fifty feet. The manner of applying it, was by the assailants 
laying hold of this rope in great numbers, and then hauling 
off the rock to its greatest extent; all let go at the same 
instant, and the rock swung back with such impetuosity 
against those ill-constructed walls, that its repeated strokes 
soon opened a breach, through which the besiegers entered, 
sword in hand. The other machine was made of four rough 
sticks of limber, of nearly equal lengths, lashed together at 
their smallest ends, and raised in form of a common triangle, 
or rather a quadrangle ; from the point of juncture, a large 
rock was suspended by a rope of camels' skin, braided to the 
tliickness of a man’s leg, and slung in such a manner as to be 
Struck against the wall in the same way as the one first 
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described. JSIy companion, Rais bel Cossim, gave me all the 
infonnation I desired relative to these machines. The ground 
about the breach and near the gate was strewed over with 
dry hiunan bones ; and my curiosity being much excited to 
know the history of this melancholy scene of carnage and 
desolation, I retjuested Rais to communicate to me tlie par- 
ticulars ; but not* being, it seems, acquainted with them 
himself, he applied to Sidi Mohammed on the subject, who 
tliercupon gave tlic following relation, while Rais translated 
into Spanish for me such parts as I did not ])erfectly under- 
stiind in Arabic, by which means I was enabled thoroughly 
to comprehend the whole naiTativc. 

“ 'I’hat city (said Sidi Mohammed, pointing towards it 
with his stall) was built by Omcr Raschid, about forty years 
ago ; he named it Widnah. He was a very brave and pious 
man : and the number of his family and friends, consisting at 
first of no more than five hundred souls, when the city was 
built, increased so rapidly, that in a few years they amounted 
to several thousands : they planted tliose fig, date, pomegra- 
nate, olive, and other trees Avhich you now see near the 
walls; they cultivated the fields roimd about, and made 
gai’dens; had abundance of bread, beasts, and cattle of 
every kind, and became exceedingly rich and great, for God 
was Avith them. In all their transactions, they were re- 
spected, loved, and feared by all their neighbours, because 
they were Avisc and just. This man was called Omar el 
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Milliah; (or Oiuar the good;) he was uiy best friend when 
living, (said Sidi,) and helped me when I was very low in the 
world, but the best men have enemies — so it was with 
Omar; he had an inveterate enemy from his youth, who 
lived among the mountiiins to the soutliward of his city, 
whose name was Sheick Sulmin. Tliis Sheick, about twenty 
years ago, came down witlj a great host and invested the 
city of Omar ; but Omar taking advantage of the darkness 
of the night, sallied out of his cit}' at a private passage, witli 
all his forces, and falling upon his besiegers unawares, 
killed a great number, and put die remainder to a shameful 
flight — from that time until the time of his death, (which 
happened two years ago,) he enjoyed a profound peace on 
every side. After Omar’s death, his eldest son, Muky 
Ismael, (I’or he caused himself to be called a prince,) took 
upon him the government of the (rity. He was a very 
cfleminate man, entirely devoted to sensual pleasure, and 
had a great nmnber of wives and concubines. The people 
had long enjoyed a profound peace, and confided in their 
strengtii; when about a year ago one of the brothers of 
Ismael, named Kesh-bah, who was very ambitious, and 
being fired with resentment at tiie conduct of Mulcy Ismael, 
in taking away from him his betrothed wife, left the city, 
and repaired to tiie mountains, where having found his 
father’s old enemy still living, he stirred him up to war 
against the city. The old Sheick soon collected a powerful 
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artny of hungry and rapacious Arabs on the borders of the 
Desert, and cEme down the mountains, bringing on their 
camels the battering machines you noAV see standing there. 
When this host approached the city, it was in the dead of the 
night, and all within were asleep, for they dwelt carelessly 
and dreamed of no danger, and felt so secure, that they did 
not even keep a watch. The Sheick and his host tlrew near 
the walls in 7>crfect silence, and raised their battering 
machines undiscovered: it was now nearly daylight, when 
both machines were put in operation at the same instant, and 
the gate was also attacked by means of large stones hung 
from the upper extremities of long poles by ropes, which 
poles stood up on end, and were managed by the hands of 
the Arabs. The fii'st strokes against the walls and gate 
shook them to their very foundations, and awakened the 
slothful inhabitants, who flew to the walls in order to make a 
defence; but it was too late; the enemy were thundering 
against them; all was confusion within; those who attacked 
the gate were repulsed widi great slaughter by those who 
mounted the platform over it, but the walls were already 
shattered to pieces, and the assailants entered the breaches 
over heaps of their dead and dying enemies. 

“ It was now daylight, and an indiscriminate slaughter of 
the inhabitants ensued ; all was blood and carnage ; every 
male was put to death, except two, who escaped over the 
wall to carry tidings of the fate of the town to their fhends 
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and neighbours. All the women and children shared the 
same fate, except two hundred virgins, who were spared for 
the use of the conquerors. They next plundered the slain 
of their clothing and ornaments ; gathered up all die spoil, 
and drove off the oxen, sheep', camels, and asses, and de- 
parted, leaving the city before mid-day a heap of ruins, 

c 

covered with the mangled carcasses of its once highly 
favoured inhabitants : they ivere in such haste as to leave 
the batUiriug machines standing, and made ofl‘ by way of 
the plain southward. The inhabitants of the neighlxmring 
towns soon collected, and pursuing them with great vigour, 
came up with them on the side of the mountain the next 
morning, while the invath^rs, sending forward their sjioil, 
took a station in a steep narrow pass, and jnepared for 
battle. It was a very long and bloody fight, but Sulmin's 
men rolled down great stones from the precipices upon their 
pursuers, w'ho were at last forceil to retreat, leaving about 
half their number dead and wounded on the ground.” 

Sidi Mohammed was one of the pursuers, and now showed 
me a very large scar from a wound he then receivetl on his 
breast by a musket ball. Sidi Ishem, a very powei’ful prince, 
had in the mean time heard the news, and assembled a very 
large army, and pursued the enemy by another way ; but 
they had fled to the Desert, and could not be overtaken. 
The dead bodies in and about the city had become so 
putnd before the pursuit w as over, that none could approach 
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to bury them, and they were devoured by dogs, and wild 
beasts, and birds of prey. “ They had offended the 
Almighty by their pride, (observed Sidi Mohammed,) and 
none could be found to save them. I’hus perished Widnah 
and its haughty inhabitants.’* 

1 was at that time ridmg along on a mule next to Hais 
bcl Cossim and Sidi Mohammed, wliilst the latter recounted 
the transaction in a most solemn tone. My sensations at 
beholding the desolate ruins of a once po])ulous town, 
whose inhabitants had all been cut off in a few hours by the 
unexpected irruption of a ferocious and unsparing foe, may 
easily be conceived. I was at first induced to consider the 
story as fictitious, but my eyes warranted the belief of it, 
and the sight of the battering machines, together witli the 
breaches in the wall, and the dry human bones, afforded 
conclusive evidence even to the minds of my fellow-pri- 
soners, who did not understand the narrative, tliat here had 
once stood a town, which had been sacked and destroyed. 

After leaving these ruins, we continued on about an east, 
course for three hours, when we came to the bank of a 
stream or fresh water river, which was now no larger than, a 
brook, owing to the dryness of the season. It flowed from 
the south-east, and bent its course through a broad valley 
in a crooked channel, nearly north, towards tlie sea-shore. 
On its left bank, which was very high land, stood two con- 
siderable walled villages, and a great number of small 

L L 2 



‘i60 UILEY’s SIIIPWllECK, AND 

square-walled inclosures on the same bank southward, some 
in ruins and some apparently in good repair. The walls 
were made of rough stones laid in clay, and the houses 
had flat roofs. On the margin of the brook were a great 
number of gardens fenced in with dry thorn bushes, placed 
on the ground, and planted chiefly with the prickly-pear ; 

t 

but some with squashes, cabbages, &c. At a distance on 
both sides of this stream, we saw a number of square stone 
sanctuaries, or saint houses, witli round domes : — they did 
not appear to be more than ten or fifteen feet square, and 
were all nicely whitewashed. This bank of the river bore 
strong marks of having been w’ashed to a very great height 
from the place where the stream then flowed, and, on in- 
quiring of Sidi Mohammed, I was informed that the whole 
of the valley between the t^vo high banks (which from 
appearances must be five or six miles wide) was entirely 
covered with water during some part of the season, or when 
great rains fall ; at which times travellers w’cre obliged to go 
up the banks tliree days’ journey to a fall before they could 
cross it: that he himself had once been that way, but for 
the last five years the land h^d been so cursed with 
droughts, that it had not once overflowed its present bed 
where we crossed it, and where it was not more than twenty 
yards wide, and one foot in depth. 

As we passed along close to the prickly-pears, which 
hung over tlie thorn bushes, bearing yellow fruit, some of 
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my men plucked them and put them in their mouths, with- 
out regarding the sharp prickles with which these pears 
were covered, so that their tongues and the roofs of their 
mouths were literally filled with them : on the first touch, 
tliey were extremely painful, and were extracted afterwards 
with much difficulty. There were also on both sides of this 
river, near where we crossed it, numerous herds, and many 
inhabitants. We travelled along the right bank of the river 
for several miles, until it became botli wide and deep, for it 
met the tide water from the sea ; when coming within sight 
of a city on the high right bank, we made towards it. On 
our ajjproaching within two miles of its walls, we passed 
large fiekls of Indian corn and barley com, and gardens 
filled with most kinds of common vegetables. The borders 
of these fields and gardens were planted with date, fig, 
pomegnmate, orange, and other fruit trees in great numbers, 
and many clumps of grape vines : the soil of this spot ap- 
peared to be of the richest black mould. As wc passed 
along in a high footway, fonued by throwing up the turf 
from the inclosurcs, (apparently, to make them perfectly 
level, or all of a gentle descent,) we saw hundreds of the 
inhabitants busily employed in gathering the Indian com 
and barley corn into heaps, for it was now their harvest 
time, while others, (men and boys,) were loading it in sacks 
and baskets on camels, mules, and asses, and driving them, 
thus loaded with the rich products of the soil, into their city. 
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These several inclosurcs contained, I should judge, one 
hundred acres of laiul, clivided from each other by mud 
Walls, strewed with dry thorn bushes ; the whole were 
watered by me^ms of a considerable stream brought from 
the heights ncai* the city, in a large ditch, and carried round 
each inclosure in small gutters, dug for tJie purpose; so 
that any *me of the owners could cither water the whole or 
any part of his field or garden, at pleasure. * Hundreds of 
oxen and cows, sheep and goats, weic feeding in the newly 
cleared fields, whose thin and famished appearance proved 
they had been forced to feed on scanty and dried up 
herbage during the summer months, and that on 'account of 
the long and excessive droughts, they had merely been able 
to exist. ' Rais also informed me, that the locusts had nipped 
off and destroyed nearly every verdant thing in the whole 
country ; and tliat for the last five years they hud laid waste 
whole provinces in the empire of Morocco. 

We now arrived at the city, and entered it at a very large 
gateway, with our camels and mules, and took up our quar- 
ters in a smith’s shop, near the gate. It was after sunset 
when we entered this town, and I could observe one broad 
street, that appeared to run its whole length. The houses 
were built of rough stones, principally laid in clay, but some 
in lime; all of one story high, and fiat roofed; there were 
no windows next the street, except a small aperture in each 
one not a foot square, for the purpose probably of admitting 
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light. 'J’licy had each a stout plank door strongly made, and 
furnished with a big clumsy iron lock. The corn continued 
to pass into the city till dark, — all tlie camels, oxen, cows, 
sheep, goats, and asses, belonging to the inhabitants, and 
which Avere very umneious, •were also driven into the city, 
and the gate shut and barred with four large pie^'cs of tim- 
ber: this Avas about eight o’clock, and aAvatcliAvas then sta- 
tioned on the wall. On entering the city, Hais bel Cossim 
and Sheick /Mi Avaited on the governor or chid’, and obtain- 
e>d permission to rtmiain hi his town over night; and a few 
dates were brought by Rais for our su])pers. The shop in 
which Ave. .Averts pennitted to stay was about twenty feet 
scpiare ; a kind of forgt; Avas fixed in one corner; tAvo skins 
Avere curiously applied, so as to form a belloAvs to blow this 
lire Avith, AA'hich wns of charcoal; a man stood betAveen them 
Avith a hand on each skin, Avhich he raised and depressed 
alU'.natcly, and thus kept up a small and inegula.r stream 
of air. They had a large piece of iron for an anvil, which 
lay so low on the ground, that AA'hen they Avorked on it Avith 
the hanmier, which aa'^iis a very clumsy sort of one, they Avere 
obliged to squat down. 1 believe every man and boy in this 
toAvn came to look at us by turns, and ask questions con- 
cerning ourselves, our country, &c. so that Ave were sur- 
rounded with people during the Avhole night, chattering Avith 
each other, and asking our Arab guides an endless .string of 
questions. 
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These people were of the same nation wc had been in the 
liabit of seeing since wc came to the river Nun, yet they 
appeared to be more civilized. Several of them asked me 
in Spanish, how I did? and uttered many other words in that 
language, the meaning of which they did not seem to un- 
derstand ; the most of them being vile oaths and execrations; 
which proved satisfactorily to me that they had had frequent 
communications in some way or other with people of that 
nation. Sheick Ah had all the day after we left Sidi Mo- 
hammed’s house been lost in a seeming reverie: he would 
seldom speak, and when he did, it was in a low voice apart 
witli Scid, and I strongly suspected that some plot was in 
preparation between them. We had travelled the last day 
about five hours, at the rale of four miles an hour, before 
we came abreast of the ruins of the city I have described, 
and we had proceeded five hours afterwards at the same rate, 
making together forty miles. 

On the 30th October, wc made ready to start before 
daylight, and as soon as it dawned, the gate was opened, 
and wc proceeded on our journey. The w'alls of this city 
or town, w’ere built of rough stone laid in clay, and were 
four feet ftiick at dieir base in the gateway, and about twenty 
feet high, but had no outer ditch to defend them, nor any 
cannon mounted. It appeared to cover a space of about 
tliree hundred yards in length along the river’s bank, north 
and south, and one hundred and fifty yards in breadth from 
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east to west, 'fhc channel of the river at low stages of the 
w’ater is about one mile west of the town : — ^this river is called 
by the natives Wbed Sehlem, or river Sehlem, and the town, 
Rais told me, bore die same name; i. e. Sehlcmah: it is, I 
should judge from its appcarapcc, fifty yards in width oppo- 
site the town at high water, and proportionally deep. I 
was now informed by Rais bel Cossim and Sidi Mohammed, 
that there was yncc a large and flourishing Christian town 
and settlement near the mouth of this river, and only thirty 
miles from us : tliat the town was taken by storm about eight 
centuries ago, and all the Christians massacred. An Arabian 
century contains forty lunar years, and is called Zilky and 
they reckon twelve moons to the year. Both Rais bel Cos- 
sim and Sidi Mohammed said they had been to the spot, 
and seen some of the remains of the Avails, which Averc still 
standing, though nearly Jill buried up in sand drifted from 
the sea-shore. They further stated, that there was now a 
village at a little disUiuce from the ancient ruin, infiabitcd 
by fishermen ; that the old Christian toAA'n Avas situated on a 
bay or arm of the sea, and five or six miles broad at its en- 
trance, and that it is an excellent harbour both for large and 
small vessels : that there Avas no bar across its mouth, but 
that the Aisual bar Avas formed of sand a fcAV miles below the 
tt)>vii Ave had left. From my OAvn observations on the in- 
creasing breadth of the riv'cr, I am inclined to think., that 


M At 



*66 riley’s shipwreck, and 

this bay may contain a fine harbour, particularly as Rais and 
his companion could have no motive for deceiving me. Rais 
bel Cossim had been many times in Europe as captain under 
the Moorish flag, in the grain trade, and insisted that this 
was a better harbour than Cadiz : if so, it is the only one on 
that coast, from Cape Spartel, in latitude 34. 30. to tlie lati- 
tude of 19 . north. 

Travelling on at a great rate, wc entered on a vast plain, 
over whose surface a few shrubs, and weeds, and clumps of 
trees were thinly scattered : tlic boughs of these trees were 
bending under the weight of a bright yellow fiaiit, and 1 
learned from Rais that it was the Arga tree, from tlie nut of 
which is extracted the Argan oil, very much esteemed by the 
natives ; and it was also highly relished by my companions. 
This nut, w'hen ripe, much resembles the ripe date in ap- 
pearance — so much so, indeed, that seeing some of them 
scattered on the ground, I took one up and bit it, Avhen I 
found out my mistake, as its bark was extremely bitter. 
The trees generally grew in clusters of from three to ten 
trunks, that seemed to spring from the same seed — ^thesc rise 
in a shaft of from ten to fifteen feet in height, and then 
branch off in all directions, fonning a diameter of at least 
one hundred feet — the trunks are from one to three feet in 
diameter — ^the branches are covered tvilh thorns, which fall 
and lie so thick on the ground, as to make it almost impos- 
sible to approach them near enough to shake or knock off 
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the nuts, and they are conse<|ucntly left to ripen and drop 
off spontaneously. 

We were now going on at a small trot, mostly all mounted 
on die camels, mules, and two asses that were in company. 
The Atlas mountains were now full in view, stretching as far 
as the eye could reach fioiu N. E. to S. W. at some distance 
on our right. We fiad seen these mountains for several daj's 
past, in the distant horizon, when we were on the high 
ridges, w'hich we were obliged to pass ; but we now beheld 
them from this wide-spreading plain in all tlieir awful mag- 
nitude : their lofty summits, towering liigh above the clouds 
in sharp pesiks, appeared to be covered with never-melting 
snows. This sight was calculated to fill the mind of the 
beholder with wonder and astonishment. The cold and 
cliilling blasts of wind which blew directly from the Atlas, 
almost congealed our impoverished blood, and made our 
feeble frames shake almost to dissolution, notwithstanding 
the good cloaks and shoes with which we were provided. 
Seid and the other Arabs were also shivering with cold, and 
ran on foot to make themselves warm, for the sky was over- 
cast and obscured by thick and heavy clouds, portending 
torrents of rain. I was now sure we were very near the 
Emperor of Morocco's dominions, and began to imagine 
myself a free' man — I felt myself at peace with all mankind : 
my mind expanded with gratitude towards the great Author 
of my being, and I viewed this stupendous ridge of moun- 
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tains, as one of the strongest proofs of Divine goodness 
to liis creatures — for 1 considered that all the rivers, and 
streams, and springs, that water and refresh the northern 
part of Africa, from the borders of that immense and thirsty 
desert over which 1 had travelled, to the Straits of Gib- 
raltar, and which empty into the Atlantic ocean, or into the 
Mediterranean sea, westward of Tripoli,* and from the 2()lh 
to the 35lh degree of North latitude, must either take their 
rise or have their sources in this vast chain ofiVllas. On 
these burning coasts, seldom refreshed by rains, (ami that 
only in small tjuantities, and during the winter season,) the 
great bodies of accumulated snow on these mountains, tend 
in the summer season to cool the atmosphere in their vicinity, 
as well as to supply water for the use of the animal and 
vegetable creation. 

In the course of this morning, Thomas Bums became so 
^veak (being benumbed with cold) that he could no longer 
hold on the camel, and tumbled off over the beast’s tail Avith 
great violence, falling on Ins head and back, Avhich deprived 
him, for a considerable time, of all sensation : — with much 
exertion, however, on our part, he at length revived, and 
was again placed on his camel. Proceeding on the plain 
wc saw a large number of cities, or walled towns, I should 
reckon at least fifty, some on one side of our path, and some 
on the other ; but mostly on our right, and extending as fai' 
as the eye could reach towards the mountains. Those near 
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ihe path appeared to be three or four hundred yards square: 
the walls were built of rough stones laid in clay, and with 
only one gate ; tlicy were from twenty to thirty feet in height, 
and crowned with short turrets about tlirec yards apart all 
around : at each corner on the top was built a kind of cir- 
cular sentry box, also of stone, something in the mamicr of 
old European castles. Most of the land, at some distance 
from the vicinity of these towns, was prepared for sowing, 
and many of the inhabitants were engaged in plougliing. A 
little nearer, were numerous orchards of fig, date, and other 
fruit tret^s ; and close to the walls, many gardens of fine 
vegetables, such as onions, cabbages, turnips, s((uashes, &;c. 
llouiul about tliese gardens, we saw many dung-hill fowls; 
and at a distance, herds of neat cattle, asses, and flocks of sheep 
and goats, were feeding upon the scanty and dried up her- 
bage, under tlie eye of their respective keepers or herdsmen, 
'riiese beasts were very poor, yet the whole seemed to pro- 
mise abundance of food to tlie apparently industrious inhabi- 
tants, and brought to ray mind tlie ancient Jewish history. 

Sheick Ali had been A'cry attentive to me all this morning; 
he had, in imitation of Rais bel Cossim, called me Captain, 
and endeavoured to convince me that I had better go with 
him to the mountains southward, where he had large 
possessions, and would give me one of his daughters lor a 
wife, and make me a chief in his nation. He had stopped 
the whole company two or three times to talk over lus own 
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afiairs, and I now supposed that Seid was leagued with him 
and bent on doing me and my men some mischief. We had 
travelled on thus for ten hours, (say from four in the morning 
till two in the afternoon,) at the rate of five miles an hour, 
making a distance of fifty miles, when turning aside from 
our path, as if by choice, we approached the gate of a city. 
We were both hungry and thirsty, and we seated ourselves 
down by a very deep well, within one hundred yards of the 
city gate : Seid and Sheick Ali went immediately into the 
town, as I supposed, to get some provisions — Sidi Mohammed 
and Rais bel Cossim were soon invited in also, to paitake 
with them, leaving us on the outside, and under charge of 
Bo-Mohammed, who stood in Sidi Hamet's stead, and two 
otliers. A great many men, and I believe all the boys be- 
longing to the place, now came out to look at, and make 
remarks on the slaves ; most of them, no doubt, from mere 
curiosity. The boys, by way of amusement, began to throw 
stones and dirt at, and to spit on us, expressing by that 
means, their utter contempt and abhorrence of us and of 
our nation. Bums and Clark were so far exhausted as to 
be unable to support themselves sitting, and were obliged to 
lie down on the ground ; but one man brought a bucket from 
the town, and drew water, that we might allay our thirst : 
this revived us in some measure. Mr. Savage, Horace, and 
myself' were in so weak a state, that I much feared we 
should not be able to keep on for the remainder of this day. 
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Burns’s fall had proved him to be too weak to hold on the 
camel) and had besides bruised him very much. I tried my 
utmost to encourage them and keep up their spirits, by re- 
presenting to them that we were now free, and would soon 
be in the emperor’s dominions, where I presumed we should 
be out of the reach of the rapacious Arabs : for I had been 
informed by Rais’bel Cossim, that in the space of one day’s 
journey we should be within the territories of the emperor. 

Whilst Rais bel Cossim and the rest of his company re- 
mained within the walls, the winds from the mountains, 
driving before them thick masses of dark clouds, loaded 
witla vapour, brought on a copious discharge of rain, and 
we were directed to enter under the gateway for shelter, 
wliich Ave did, supporting each other in our weakness, and 
seated ourselves in the gate. This was the first rain I had 
witnessed in this country ; and it continued to fall for about 
an hour. I had for a long time looked for Rais bel Cossim 
and his companions to come out, and began to appreheiul 
some disaster or treachery on the part of Sheiek Ali, whose 
harsh and loud voice I now heard roaring Avithin. This 
tremendous clamour between the Sheiek and other persons 
continued for about two hours, when Rais bel Cossim made 
liis appearance, escorted by a number of men : his intelligent 
countenance bespoke fear, grief, and indignation — he called 
me aside from my companions, and told me that Sheiek Ali 
was the intimate friend of Muley Ibrahim, (or prince 
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Abraham,) the king or governor of the city ; that Sheick Ali 
had claimed us as his property, alleging that Sidi Hamel 
was his son-in-law, and owed him a great deal of money, 
and tTiat he (Sidi Hamet) was now held as a hostage or slave 
to a Christian in Svvearah ; that he had insisted we should 
not proceed one step fartlier until fifteen hundred dollars 
were produced, together with Sidi Ham6t, the husband of 
his daughter; and that in conjunction \nth Scid he had 
contrived to stop us here by the power of the prince. This 
news was to me like a clap of thunder ; it bereft me of all 
my fortitude; the fair prospects I had entertained of a 
speedy liberation from slavery, particularly for the last two 
days, were now suddenly darkened. Rais bel Cossim further 
informed me that he had argued the matter every way, but 
all to no purpose — ^thathehad promised the money required, 
namely, six hundred dollars, as soon as we should get to 
Santa Crttz, in the emperor’s dominions, and that he would 
agree to have the prince and Sheick go along with him and 
receive it there, and there wait for the return of Sidi Hamet; 
“ but they will not listen to me, (added he,) and 1 must set 
off immediately and carry tliis discouraging news to Mr. 
Willshire, leaving you here until I return, (which will be in 
six days,) and may God preserve you in the meantime from 
their evil machinations.” This was more tlian I could bear : 
tears of anguish, which 1 h;ul not tlie power to control, now 
gushed from my eyes ; and my almost bursting heart vented 
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itself in bitter groans of despair. My companions heard 
my distress, though at a considerable distance from me, and 
turning fearfully on me their almost extinguished eyes, 
begged for an explanation of the cause. 

Rais bel Cossim was just in the act of mounting his mule 
to ride off, when Sidi Mohammed, who went in the first 
place with my ma*ster to Swearah, came near him and said# 
“ Rais — Muley Ibrahim and Sheick AU have determined 
you shall not go to Swearah ; they fear you will cause a war 
to break out between them and the sultan.'' Observing me 
in tears and in great affliction, he took me by the hand and 
said, “ Don’t be cast down, Riley, 1 will go to Swearah, 
and carry a letter from Rais, and one. from you to Willshire ; 
and if he wants a hostage, 1 will stay with him. I have two 
wives and seven children to leave, and houses, and lands, 
and herds of cattle ; and shall be a more valuable hostage 
than Sidi Hamet — ^hc is your friend, and will come im-. 
mediately down and relieve you. God is great and good, 
(added he,) and will restore you to your family.” I kissed 
his hand in gratitude, and called him father, and hoped the 
Almighty would reward him for his benevolence. Rais now 
joined Sheick Ali and the prince, who, with many attendants,, 
were seated on the ground, in a circle outside of the city 
gate — here they debated the matter over again. Rais in- 
sisted we were. his slaves ; that neither the prince nor Sheick 
had a right to detain what he had bought with his own 
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money, much less to stop him like a criminal: that it was 
contrary to their religion (which made them all brothers) to 
commit such an outrage on hospitality. Shcick Ali, on the 
other hand, contended, that Sidi Hamet and Seid owed him 
money to a large amount ; that we were their joint property 
and that consequently he had an undoubted right to detain 
and carry us off into his own tribe, or faniily, and there to 
keep us, until Sidi Hamet should return and- pay his debt. 
Rais insisted he had paid his money for us, and had nothing 
to do with Sheick Ah’s claim ; however, after extolhng the 
justice and virtue of the prince to the highest pitch, they 
both at last agreed to leave it to Muley Ibrahim to decide 
what should be done. Muley Ibrahim now asked Sidi 
Mohammed and Bo-Moliammed what tliey knew concerning 
this business ; and they gave testimony in favour of Rais 
bel Cossim’s previous claim ; thus prepared, Muley Ibrahim 
said — “ You, Sheick Ali, my old friend, and Rais bel 
Cossim, both of you claim these five Christian slaves as your 
own property, and each of you has some reason on your 
side — ^yet, as it is not in my power to decide whose claim is 
the best founded, I am resolved, with a strict regard to 
justice, and without going into ftirther evidence, to keep the 
Slaves in my own city, carefully guarded, until messengers 
can be sent to Swearah, who shall bring down Sidi Hamet, 
when you three, being confronted, may settle your claims as 
shall be found most consistent with justice." He then 
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proposed that Rais, should remain with him, (like a friend,) 
and without having any thing to fear. This plan was agreed 
to by all parties, and they sliook hands upon it like friends. 

This done, we were conducted into the city, and into a 
house adjoining that where die prince lived. A mat was 
spread tor the Shcick and Rius and iheir companions to sit 
on, while we were placed in a narrow comer on the ground, 
among the saddles and other stud's — Sentinels with muskets 
and scimitars were stationed at the door of our apartment 
and the other doors, and at the city gate. It was after dark 
when the dispute was settled, and soon afterwards a dish of 
Coos-coo-«oo was brought in, of which all partook after due 
ablutions ; and they then performed their evening prayers' 
most devoutly. My companions were very much cast 
down ; and their bodies and minds were so much exhausted 
and debilitated by their sufferings, that they had become 
like children, and wept aloud. I was certain that it would 
have been impossible for Clark and Bums to have proceeded 
farther on that day, and I tried to persuade them all that it 
was better for us to be detained a little, as it would give us 
an opportunity of taking some rest, without which we 
should be in danger of fainting on our route. Muley 
Ibrahim, the Shcick, and Rais, were conversing during the 
whole night, and when daylight appeared, (the 2d of 
November,) Rais furnished me with pen, ink, and paper, 
and told me to write to Mr. Willshire, stating our present 
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situation as near as I was able: this 1 accordingly did, 
while a talh or scrivener was employed in writing a letter 
for him, (as he could not write himself.) At an early 
hour Seid, Sidi Mohammed, and Bo-Mohammed, set out 
for Swearah, taking our letters^ and promising to return as 
soon as possible. Sheick Ali also, soon afterwards, left us, 
promising to return in four days. 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

Rais bel Cossim gains the friendship of the prince — good pro- 
visions arc procured — Sheick Alt's plans miscarry — they set 
off for, and arrive at Santa Cruz, in the empire of Morocco. 

Seing now left alone with Rais bel Cossim, I questioned 
him concerning our detention : he said it would be but for a 
few days and that we needed a little time to refresh our- 
selves, in order to enable us to bear the fatigues of the re- 
mainder of our journey : that he trusted he should make a 
friend of the prince, in whose power we all now were, and 
that he hoped to be able to effect this by making him a 
small present. 1 told him 1 almost despaired of living to 
regain my liberty, as I was extremely feeble, and must soon 
perish. “ What! (said he) dare you distrust the power of 
that God who has preserved you so long by miracles? No, 
my friend, (added he,) the God of heaven and of earth is 
your friend, and will not forsake you ; but in his own good 
time restore you to your liberty and to the embraces of yovtt 
family; we must say, ‘ His will be done,^ and be cemtented 
with our lot, for God knows best what is for our good.” 

‘ To hear such sentim^ts from the mouth of a Moor, 
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whose nation I had been taught to consider the worst of 
barbarians, 1 confess, filled my mind Avith awe and reverence, 
and 1 looked up to him as a kind of superior being, when 
he added, “We are all children of the same heavenly 
Father, who watches over all- our actions, whether we be 
Moor, or Christian, or Pagan, or of any other religion ; we 
must perform His will.” Rais then called Muley Ibrahim, 
and had a long conference with him. This ‘prince Ibrahim 
was a man of a very mild aspect, of a light complexion, 
about five feet ten inches in height, and rather thin — his 
countenance was intelligent, and he was very active, though 
apparently sixty or seventy years of age. By the tenor of 
the conversation I could understand that Rais was flattering 
him highly, but in a delicate way: he asked very affec- 
tionately about the prince’s wives, and understanding he had 
but one, he inquired if she had any children; and was 
answered, she had none : he next wished to know if she had 
any tea or sugar, and was answered in the negative. 

We had not seen the faces of any of the women since we 
arrived at the town where Sidi Mohammed dwelt. Rais 
now managed to get a little wood and some water, and we 
made a fire and boiled some coffee ; this was done by the 
help, of a small negro girl who was a slave to Muley 
Ibrahim ; and during the absence of the prince. Rais, by 
giving the girl a small lump of loaf sugar, persuaded her to 
carry a large lump to her mistress, and also a cup of coffee 
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thick widi sugar. The prince had gone out before Rais 
attempted to bribe the girl. Afler carrying in tlie coffee 
and tlie sugar, the girl returned and told Rais that her 
mistress was much obliged to him, and would keep tlie cup 
and saucer, for she had never .seen one before, and thought 
them very pretty, and begged to know how she might serve 
him in return. Rdis sent back word that she could sei*ve 
him most essentially by striving to make the prince his 
friend. About one hour after tliis, Muley Ibrahim entered 
our apartment, and asked Rais what he had been doing with 
his wife? saying, at the same lime, “ You had no need of 
gaining my friendship through her intiuence, for you had it 
already but 1 could perceive a very great difference in his 
manner. He wished to know if Rais did not want to go to 
the mosque, which he said was not far distant. Rais accom- 
panied him thither, and I discovered at his return, about two 
hours after, that all was right between him and the prince, 
and that he had all tlie liberty he required. I had, in the 
meantime, made some coffee, of which my companions and 
myself drank as much as '•ve wanted, and nibbled our 
biscuits, for our Arab friends had before taken care to eat 
up all our boiled tongue. We were, all of us, so excessively 
weak, that we were not able to fetch water for ourselves, and 
our diarrhoea also continued, with the most distressing hae- 
morrhoides: this day, however, had passed away more 
smoothly than I had expected. In the evening, the prince 
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came, and prayed, in company with Rais, and appeared 
very fiiendly. After the prince retired, Rais informed me, 
that he (Rais) had sent off to a rich man, an old acquaint- 
ance of his, who lived about one day's journey south of us, 
for money to pay Sheick AU's demand, and that he ex- 
pected his friend would come to him the next day — “ but 
(said Rms) God has made Muley Ibrahim my firm friend ; 
and he has given his princely word that he will protect both 
me and my slaves, and in case force is necessary, he will 
provide a sufficiency to escort us into tlie Emperor’s domi- 
nions — -he will also provide some fowls and eggs for you in 
the morning, and you may tell your shipmates they have 
nothing to fear, for to-morrow, M. Shaikh, (i. e. if it is God’s 
will,) they shall have plenty of good food.” This news 
cheered their spirits, and as our apprehensions had in some 
measure subsided, we rested comfortably. 

Early in the morning of November the 3d, Muley Ibrahim 
brought in some eggs, which we boiled for our breakfast : he 
gave us salt to season them with, and soon after brought us 
half a dozen fowls, and Rais taking the fowls’ wings in his left 
hand, and turning liis face towards the east, after saying aloud, 
Besmillah, (in the name of the most holy God,) he cut tlicir 
tliroats, and we soon dressed them after our fashion, and put 
them into an earthen pot with water, and set it a boiling. The 
prince had furnished us with wood, and brought us water with 
bis own hands ; he next went into his gtirden, and pulled some 
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onions, turnips, and smaJl squashes, with which we enriched 
our soup ; and he also gave us salt and green peppers to 
season it with. We put in four fowls, and this soup would 
have been thought good in any country. A more grateful 
and wholesome dish could not possibly have been prepared 
for our poor disordered stomachs, that had been so long 
harassed with the ’most cruel griping pains, and felt as if 
tliey had lost ajl power of digestion. The prince and Rais 
had a bow l of the souji, with a part of the fowls, and seemed 
to relish it exceedingly. The prince insisted on my eat- 
ing from the same dish with them ; incpiircd concerning my 
wife and children, washed to knowthtnr sex; and continued 
from that lime during our stay in his city to administer all tlie 
rclief and comfort in his power, both to me and my despond- 
ing and wrctchetl companions, whose last ray of hope had 
faded away on our being stopped here ; although in fact they 
were not in a condition to continue their journey, particularly 
Rums and Clark, for they had sunken into a lethargic state, 
bordering on dissolution. Yet, when I was enabled to ex- 
plain the causes of our detention, and to inform them that 
the prince was our I'riend, and gave them nourishing soups, 
their spirits came again, and hope raised them from the 
ground. — ^To the circumstance of this stoppage alone, and 
the friendship and protection of this good chief, I attributCj 
under Providence, the salvation of our lives. On the se- 
cond day of our detention, in the afternoon, the old man. 
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Rais bel Cossim’s fiiond, to whom he had written for assisl- 
aiict^ came to set^ liim : he had been riding all night to be 
with Rais in time. Tlieir meeting was a friendly one: the 
old man had two mules, on one of Avhich were two baskets, 
conUiining a dozen of fowls, and some dry cous-coo-soo ; 
these he jirescnted to Rais, and said he had brought five 
hundred dollars for Iris use, as he reijuested', and that he would 
bring it in : but Rais had now become the fi*icud of Muk^y 
Ibrahim, and therefore did not need the money : yet this 
old friend insisted on his taking the fowls as a present, with 
some eggs he had also brought with him ; these Rais accept- 
ed, for lie said they were meant as a ])r(^sent to me. I had 
some fowls cooked already, and the old man sat ilown and 
ate with Rais, and would have me lo be one of the company: 
he told Rais that if he would but say the w'ord, he would 
go and collect his friends and take the slaves by forcer of 
arms, and in spite of Sheitrk Ali’s opposition ivould carry 
us saftr to Santa Cruz, and beyond his power: but as Muley 
Ibrahim luid given his word, on which Rais said he could 
dtrpend, to see us all safe to Santa Cruz, and to use all his 
force and influence, if that should be necessary, the old 
man, whose name I am sorry to say I have forgotten, left 
us and returned to his home. We now lived for three days 
as w'ell as we could wish. 

On the fourth day after Sei'fs dejiarlurc, a kind of fair 
was held at a short distance from our city, and Rais told me 
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he was going to it, and would try by some manoeuvre to 
liberate us, and to get us on towards the Sultan’s dominions. — 
A man of great influence lived about five leagues distance 
from that city. He was called a son of the holy prophet, 
or Shariff ; had been to Mecca, and Avas also called el 
ajjh ; (the pilgrim ;) he was looked upon by all far and near 
as possessing supernatural powers, and M'as obeyed and al- 
* most worship})ed as a superior being ; and his word or dic- 
tate was equivalent to a law. Rais went to the fair and Irom 
thence to the place of worsliip, and did not return mitil the 
afternoon, when lie informed me he had bought a bullock 
at die fair, the best and fattest he could find, though it was 
but a small one. H<‘ had sent one half of it to the son of the 
prophet (or Sharitf) by the hand of a messenger, on a mule, 
saying, Avhen you deliver the flesh to the cl ajjh, and he asks 
you Avho sent it to him, tell him a pious man, who has lately 
conic from Swearah, and is noAV a guest with Mulcy Ibni- 
hiin, and Avishes to be remembered in your prayers.” This, 
Rais said, Avas all the message he sent, but he Avas sure, that 
if the. Sharifl’ aecoplcd the present, he. should sec him be- 
fore the sun Avent down. Rais had given the other half to 
Muley Ibrahim, and remarked, that it. Avas not so much the 
real value of a present that Avas taken into consideration by 
the Moors, but the manner of giving it, which laid the re- 
ceiver under such an obligation, as to make him your friend 
for ever. — ^This notion 1 was at a loss to understand, and 
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therefore supposed it to be some peculiarity in the customs 
of these singular people. Rais went out to prayers about 
sunset, and returned in a short time ; when he mentioned 
that he had been waited upon by the Sharif!', who had 
asked him what favour he wanted, tliat mad(5 him send such 
a present to a stranger. — Rais told him our story, and that 
he had paid his money for myself and my companions, and 
begged his assistance to force Sheick Ali (whose jiower all 
dreaded) to consent to have us removed (juietly to Santa 
Cruz ; where Rais thought his property would b(‘ safe : this 
the Shariff promised to do, and even to exert all his influence 
if necessary, to remove and protect Rais and his propeity 
by force of arms, and requested to be inf'ormetl without 
delay when Shcick Ali returned. 

On the f'ollowing day (November 4lh) the Sheick tlid 
return ; and relying on tlu; friendship of' Muley Ibrahim, 
had only one Mtendant: the Shariff was immediately in- 
formed of his arrival, by express, and came to see him as an 
old friend ; then taking him aside, he advised the Sheick to 
remove his slaves to Santa Cruz as soon as possible, asserting 
at the same time that he was certain that Sidi Ishem, ivlioin 
the Sheick well knew and dreaded, would set out from his 
city on the morrow with a force, in order to seize upon the 
slaves, whom he had before strove hard to purchase for 
money without success, and if they were not in the dominions 
of the Emperor before he came, another day would place 
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them in his liands, when the SJieiek would not only lose 
them, but it must also kindle a war between him and that 
powerful chief; which would set the whole country in a 
blaze, and after all it would be im))OSsibU! to deliver them 
from his ujrasp by for(;c of jvrms. AVhen the Sheick heard 
the advice ol‘ the Sharitf, he returned to our prison, and 
Rais (X)ntrivctl to 'find out what had passed between them, 
by again meeting the .ShariflF at the city gate alone, as had 
been before agreed upon. Rais being thus fully informed 
and let into the seciet, came into the ajiartment and in- 
formed me how matters stood. Shcick Ali, in the mean 
time, was unl'olding his plan to Muley Ibrahim, and trying to 
gain his eonsent to lot the slaves be carried off in the night 
by surprize, but the prince would not consent ; they were 
jiow Avithin his walls, and he had given his Avord they should 
jiot be removed until the dis]>utcd right of property was 
settled by all parties face to face ; — ^this he should insist on. 
Rinding that j)lan Avould not answer any good purpose, and 
learing Sidi Ishem's expected arrival, and wishing to make 
a merit of necessity, this crafty chief, addressing Rais bcl 
Cossim, told him, in a tiattering way, that he had found him 
to be a good and an honourable man, and wished to be 
called his triend ; that he did not doubt Rais's Avord, since 
he kncAV his character, and AVtndil therel’ore consent to go on 
Avith the slaves on the niorroAV morning, as far as Santa 
Cruz, Avherc they would AVJiit for the arrival of Sidi Hamet, 
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and settle the right of property amicably. Rais, on the 
other hand, as crafty as the Sheick, took cai c not to evince 
any desire of going, and being in the whole secret, now told 
Shcick Ali, that he had stopped him and his Christian slaves 
at first contrary to tlie laws of justice and hospitality, and 
that as he had kept theni so long a time, he had no wish to 
remove them at present, but would w'ait ^i^ith patience until 
Sidi hJamet should co.uc down, and convince the Sheick 
that he had done wrong in detaining him. 

At last, howevei’, h? suffered himself to be persuaded by 
the united voices of Jheick Ali and Muley Ibrahim, but on 
the express conditio." of being escorted to Santa Crtus by tlie 
prince, who was a party in the whole secret. He was also to 
procure camels for us to ride on, and went forth to engage 
and have them reatly for a sfeut at daylight the next morn- 
ing. Rais bel Cosrim now infbrjiied me that Muley Ibrahim 
had previously agreed to accompany us; that we were to 
ride on camels, and that two hundred horsemen were to 
guard us on the road, in order to prevent any treachery on 
the part of Sheick Ali, who might already have troops 
stationed on the wa^' to seize and carry us off to the moun- 
tains : he Imtl also given private orders to his friends and 
his vassals, to hold themselves in readiness in case of an 
alarm. The two hundred horsemen were to take stations, 
so as to keep us in continual view w ithout exciting suspicion, 
and to be rciitly to carry intelligence. Rais then bade me 
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kill and boil what ^bwls and eggs remained, which I 
did, with the assistance of my men, who had very much 
recovered. 


Character of Sidi Ishem. 

'VVIiile the fowls and eggs were cooking, I asked Rais who 
this Sidi IshcniMras ? as his name alone had seemed capable 
of inspiring such dread. “ This Sidi Ishem,” said Rais, “ is 
a descendant of the former kings of Snsc, before it was 
concpiercd by the Moors ; — he is a man of between fift}"^ and 
sixty 3"cars of age, possessed of great wt'allh and power ; is 
very crafl:}’, and very brave, but rapacious and cruel ; he 
has xmdei' his command fifteen thoxisand horsemen, well 
armed ; — they are of the race of the ancient inhabitants of 
the country, from whom the whole country ticrives the 
name of Ber'beria, corrupted by the Knropeans into Bar- 
hnry ; — ^these Rci'berians arc extremely ficrc'e and warlike, 
and are joined by all the renegado Moors, who escape from 
the Kinperor's dominion, to i-.vade punislunent for crimes 
they ha\'e committed. 'I’hese men are always ready to join 
him in any of his enterprizes, for they always get a share of 
the spoil. He lives in the gorge of a mountain, near the 
town of Widnoon, on the great route from Morocco across 
the Cireat Desert, to Soudain, the country beyond the 
Desert, and the city of Tornbuctoo. All the caravans 
that go either to or from the Desert are obliged to 
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go close to Widnoon, and as the Atlas mountains are on tlic 
one side, and the ridge next the soa, on tlic other, tliey find 
it highly necessary to secure his friendship and protection 
by presents. — Between this chief and tlie Emperor of Mo- 
rocco there exists the most im^ilacable hatred, and a con- 
tinual jealousy, which a few years ago broke out into an 
open war. The Emperor sent a powerfufarmy against him, 
(said to be 30,000 strong,) but Sidi Ishem ^yas apprized of 
its approach in lime, and sent off all the u'omen, children, 
and old men, with all their substance, to the south foot of 
the Atlas mountains, and on the Great Desert. 'J’he Empe- 
roris aiTuy entei'cd his territory, where thciy found nothing 
to subsist upon ; yet as they met with no resisUince, they 
carried on their work of tlestruction, by burning all the 
towns and (;very thing that was combustible, tearing down 
the houses and walls of their cities, so that nodiing escajjed 
their violence and rapacity. They continued pursuing Sidi 
Ishem (who hovered about them with most of his men) until 
they were exhausted by fatigue and hunger; when this chief 
fell upon tliem by surprize with his infuriated followers, Avho 
had been rendered doubly desperate by the sight of their 
ruined cities. Tlicy slew more than ten thousand on the 
spot; those who escaped tliis di’cadful carnage, and fled, 
were hunted ilown and nearly all destroyed, before they could 
reach tlie city of Tarudant, (the southern and westernmost 
town in the Emperor of Morocco's dominions,) where the 
few that were left found shelter, and spread such terror and 
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dismay thrpughout that part of the empire, by the horrid 
accounts they gave of their disasters, as to render it im- 
practicable to raise anotlicr army for the purpose of reducing 
Sidi Ishem and his men to submission. All the inhabitants 
were soon recalled by their chief from the mountains and 
deserts ; took possession of their country anew, rebuilt their 
cities and dwellings, and ai*e at this time more powerful, 
more fcatad and respected, than they were previous to tliat 
event.” This is the account Ilais bel Cossun gave me in 
Spanish, as nearly as my memory served me, when I took it 
down at Mogadore: — he also said that we had escaped 
falling into his hands only by groping our way along a 
private path on die sea shore. The substance of tlxis account 
of Sidi Ishem was confirmed, after my arrival at Mogadore, 
by Mr. Will shire and others. 

Our food being prepared, and every thing packed up 
tight for a start, we got a short nap, and at daylight on the 
morning of the 4th November, we were placed on five 
camels, which were saddled much better than any we had 
hitherto rid : they had on them also bags of barley, and 
empty sacks, made of tent cloth, that would hold, I 
should suppose, ten or twelve bushels ; these altogether 
made quite a comfortable scat, though rather a wide one, 
and we could hold ourselves on by the ropes that secured 
the lading : they placed me on the largest camel I had yet 
seen, which was nine or ten feet in height. The camels were 
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now all kneeling or lying down : — and mine amcyig tlie rest, 
I thouglit 1 had taken a good hold to steady myself while he 
was rising — ^yct, his motion Avas so heavy, and my strength 
so far exhaust(;d, that I could not possibly hold on, and 
tumbled ofl’ over his tail, turning entirely over. I came 
down upon my feet, which prevented my receiving any ma- 
terial injury, lliough the sliock to my frame Avas very severe. 
The oAvner of the camel helped me up, and asked me if I 
was injured ? — I told him no. — “ God be praised,” said he, 
“ for turning you over; Iiad you fallen upon your head, 
these stones must have dashed out your brains; but the 
camel,” added he, “ is a sacred animal, and heaven protects 
thoSfe Avho ride on him ! had you fallen from an ass, though 
he is only two cubits and a half high, it Avould have killed 
you ; for the ass is not so noble a creature as the camel and 
the horse.” — I afterwards found this to be the prevailing 
opinion among all classes of the Moors and the Arabs. When 
they put me on again, two of the men sU'udied me by the 
legs until the (^amel Avas fairly up, and then told me to be 
careful, and to hold on fast: they also took great care to 
assist my companions in the same Avay. 

Being now all mounted, we set ofl' to the N.E. leaving 
Stuka, (for that Avas the name of the place Avhere Ave had 
been confined,) accompanied by Uais bel Cossiin, Muley 
Ibrahim, and his two servants, and Shcick Ali, Avith his 
attendant, all riding on mules and asses : the five oAvners of 
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the camels went on foot, each driving his own camel, and 
taking care of its rider . — Sluka was built in a t|uadrangular 
form ; its walls Avould inoasure about three hundred yards 
on each angle ; they were built of rough stone, laid in clay, 
and appeared to be four or five feet thi(.‘k at their base, and 
twenty feet in height, tiipi'ring off to two feet thick at the 
top, and were crowned with turrets all around. It had but 
one gate, which was at its north angle, very strongly made, 
and swinging on the ends of its back posts, which were let 
into large stone sockets at the bottom and at the top : the 
gate consisted of two folding leaves, and at night was secured 
by four hejivy wooden bars. 'J’he town was divided within, 
into as many coinj)artments as thert^ were families in it, 
which I should think might amount to three hundred, pro- 
bably containing in all five thousand souls. The houses 
were built of the same materials as the walls ; only one story 
high, and flat-roolcd : except the door, they looked like 
heaps of mud aiul stone : even that of the prince bore the 
same appearance, withijut any other distinction or ornament 
than btMiig closer jointed and more bedaubed with mud. — 
All tin; flocks and herds were driven within the walls every 
night, and each owner makes those that belong to liim lie 
down in his own yard or inclosurc. 

As we travelled on, avc passed between a great number of 
cities or tOAvns, similar in appearance to Stukaj Avith Avhich 
this truly A'ast j)luin is chequered. I’he whole plain seemed 
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very fertile, was planted with numerous groves and orchards 
of fig and otlier fruit trees, with here and there a clump of 
tlie arga tree, yellow witli fruit. The inhabitants were 
busied in ploughing up the soil, with a kind of plough which 
I shall hereafter describe. — Wp proceeded on very rapidly, 
keeping those on foot running constantly, and had been tra- 
velling about six hours, when we came to‘ the ruins of many 
tow ns on our left, similar in appearance to Stuka ; near the 
shattered walls of some of w'hich stood several battering ma- 
chines, but they were at the distiince of a mile or more 
from us. These places appeared to have been recently inha- 
bited ; for the gardens near the walls were still green with 
vegetation. Wishing to know what had been the cause of 
such desolation, I was informed by Muley Ibrahim and 
Sherck Ali, through Rais bel Cossim, that a family (juarrel 
happened about one year ago between the chiefs of two of 
these towns, which soon broke out into the most dreadful 
kind of warfare — each party engaged their friends to assist 
them in fighting what each tenned. their righteous battles: 
the neighbouring towns joined, some on one side, and some 
on the other, and the plain was deluged with blood. This 
quarrel being only of a family nature, Sidi Ishein did not 
interfere, and it was finally settled by the destruction of 
seven of those small cities, and most of their inhabitants. 
These mins were now entirely abandoned, and their environs 
laid desolate, though the war continued only one month. 1 
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could scarcely believe it possible for such devastation to 
have been committed in so short a time or on such trivial 
grounds ; but Rais bcl Cossim (who was born near Santa 
Crux) assured me that nothing was more common than such 
feuds between families in those parts : that he had known 
many himself, with every circumstance attending them, and 
that the^ were very seldom finished until one family or the 
other was exterminated, and their names blotted out from the 
face of the earth. 

We continued our journey until about mid-day still on the 
plain, when Santji Cruz or Agader ^vus distinctly seen and 
pointed out to nu^. It is situated on the summit of a high 
mountain ; its walls are white; and can be descried at a 
great distance. 'I’he plain on which we travelled rvas nearly 
level ; not a brook or stream of water had wc’ passed since 
leaving the last m(uitionetl river, but the towns and villages 
had many deep wtdls near their walls, from which the inha- 
bitiints drew water for themselves and their numerous cattle. 
— Inminjcrable clumps of the evergreen arga tree, loaded 
with the rich oil nut, Avere scattered over the plain in every 
direction. Vast numbers of leafless fig trees, and inclosures 
of grape vines with date, pomegranate, almond, orange, and 
other fruit trees, promised abundance in their seasons ; and 
delightfully variegated the scene. — Hundreds of the inhabi- 
tants Avere busied in plougliing the soil, which appeared 
rich, though dry ; and sowing their barley ; while their herds 
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were browsing on the sJirubs round about for the want of 
grass. — Many unarmed men, with droves of camels and 
asses loaded with salt and other merchandise, were meeting 
and passing us almost continually. We saw also, from time 
to time, bands of armed men on horseback, of about fifty in 
each band, most of whom I learned from Rais were the 
friends of Muley Ibrahim, whom he had rec] nested to ride 
guard, as 1 before mentioned, and to be ready to act in our 
behalf in easii of treachery, or of any einergeney whatevei’. 
Our path led us in a N. E. direction, and the camels were 
kept most of the time on a gi'eat trot, while their drivers 
wen; running on foot, and kept up with us, seemingly with 
great case ; though 1 compute we rode at the rate of seven 
or eight miles an hour. 

About two P. M. aj)proaching the coast, w'c fell in with 
hnge drifts of loose sand on our left, which extended to tht‘ 
sea shore. This sand had been driven from the sea bt'acli 
by the constant trade wiiuls, and as the sea had retired, (for 
it was clean coarse beach sand,) it had undoubtedly for ages 
been making its way gradually from the coast, (which was 
now about twcjity miles distant,) and had buried, as I was 
infomied, several flourishing villages, toAvns, and cities, the 
tops of whose walls Averc still visible ; the circular domes ol’ 
a considerable number ol' saint-houses, or sanctuaries^ Avhose 
bodies were entirely enveloped, Avere yet to be seen among 
these barren heaps of overAvhclming sands ; for the inhabi- 
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tants take great care to clear away around them, and to gi\’c 
them a whitewashing every year. Muley Ibraliini informed 
me that a large town called llabeah, whose ruins we had 
passed in mounting over the sand hills, was a flourishing 
place within his remembrance ; (probably fifty 3'ears ago ;) 
that he himself was born in it — but that large bodies of sand 
had already encloached upon its northern Avail: that as 
soon as it Avas overto})ped it fell in, and the whole city Avas 
filled Avith santl in the course of one year after, anil its inha- 
bitants forced to seek a new shelter, 'riiese drifts extended, 
as far iis aa’^c could distinguish sand, on our right. 

Having got jiast the high heaps, Avhich filled a space of 
eight or Uui" miles in Avidth, avc came to the high banks of an 
ap|)arently once large river, noAV called by the natives el 
JJ'od Sfa. '.riiis river’s ancient bed, and the high bunks, 
Avhich art; still perfectly distinct, bear the strongest marks of 
haA'ihg been once laved by a stream of four or five miles in 
breadth, and neaily one hundred feet in dejith, or by a part 
of the ocean. The steep, barren, and craggy mountains, 
rising before us to the eastward and southward, though very 
high, appeared to serve only as a base to the mighty range 
of Atlas, Avhose toweling height and grandeur filled my 
mind Avith uAve and astonishment. NotAvithstanding iny 
I'rame Avas literally exhausted, yet my imagination trans- 
ported me back to a time Avhen this region niigJit liai e been 
inhabited by men in a higher state of civilization, and Aiiien 
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it was probably one of the fairest portions of the Aliican 
continent My reasons for imagining tliis are, first, that it 
is well known by historians, that the Romans had settle- 
ments along this coast as far soutli as Salee at least and no 
doubt much farther. Second, that the Portugueze and 
Spaniards had possessed the settlements of Mamora, Maza- 
gan, Asbedrct Santa Cruz^ &c. Third, by the traditional 
infonnation obtained from Rais bel Cossim and Sidi Mo- 
hammed, 1 have no doubt that a large city and settlement 
of civilized men existed at a fonner period near the mouth 
of the river Schelem, from sixty to one hmidred miles west 
of Santa Cruz, and I am firmly of opinion that the conve- 
nience of these harbours, the luxuriancy of the surrounding 
soil, and the commercial advantages tliis part of the country 
offers, were a sufficient inducement for colonization. 

We had now approached to within two miles of Santa 
Cruz or Agader, (the lower town or port,) when rising an 
eminence, the ocean opened to our view at a distance, aqd 
near-by appeared Santa Cruz bay, which was then quite 
smooth. Nearly one hundred good looking fishing boats 
were hauled up on the beach out of the reach of the surf, 
and numbers of long fishing nets were spread out to dry on 
the sand and over the boats. This view gave a most favour- 
able idea of the importance of this bay as a fishery. 

The sun had not yet set, and Rais informed me he did 
not wish to enter the lower town till dark, and did not mean 
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to go nearer the fortress than he could help, for fear of 
insult and detention ; so we stopped about a mile short of 
it, to the soutliward, where I had an opportunity of examin- 
ing this bay with a seaman’s eye. — It is spacious and per- 
fectly well defended from the common trade winds, say 
from N. N. W. all round the compass ; by the £ast, and as 
tar as S. W. thence to N. N. W. it is entirely open, and of 
•course is a very dangerous anchorage in the winter months, 
Avhcn westerly wintls prevail on these coasts, at which times, 
as there is no possibility of getting to sea, vessels at anchor 
in this bay must remain where they are; not, however, 
without tiic greatest risk of being drivcTi on shore in spite 
of the best of anchors and cables, and large vessels must 
ride too far out to make it a good harbour for them at any 
season of the year. — ^I’he port of Santa Cruz, or, as it is 
called by the natives, Agader, has been shut by order of the 
Sultan for many years ; yet there arc parts of the wrecks of 
vessels still visible, sticking up through the sand bn the 
beach. 

A little while after sunset we entered the lower town, or 
port, as it is called : this village is situated on the steep 
declivity of the mountain’s base, on which the upper town 
is built, and near the sea, which washes the south end of 
the prineijial street. ’ITie steep side of the mountain on 
which this village is erected has been aj>parcntly sloped 
down by art, so as to make it practicable to build on it ; 
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has one principal street and several small alleys : the houses 
arc built of rough stone laid in lime mortar, and are but one 
story in height, with flat roofs terraced with lime and peb- 
bles. We could see the tops of many houses below us, and 
tlie whole made but a miserable appearance. It was not 
quite dark when wc entered the village. The street was 
soon quite filled with Moors, (men aiid boys,) and they 
saluted us by spitting on us, and pelting us with stones and 
sticks, accompanied with the Spanish words, “ Carajo a la 
Mierda le Sara, perro y, bestias, and many other chosen 
phrases equally delicate and polite; but some of the old 
men now and then uttered a How de do, Christianos ?" in 
broken English and Spanish. We were conducted through 
the street to its further extremity towards the north, where 
we took up our quarters for the night in the open air along- 
side a smith's shop ; our camels and asses were” then fed 
with barley. Some of the inhabitants kindled a fire for our 
company, whilst others were preparing a rich repast for 
them of boiled and baked fish, and com-coo-soo, of which, 
after they had eaten, they gave us the remains, and wc 
found it excellent food. Numbers of men, driving asses 
before them, loaded with fish, had passed us going into the 
country the day before, and they were of the same kind as 
those we had tasted soon aftisr our entrance into Suse, and 
we had also seen the same kind of fish at Stuka : they carry 
them from Santa Cnuj, or Agader, about the country in 
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every direction, where they sell them for a good price, being 
much in request. This fish very much resembles the salmon 
both in size, shape, and flavour; weighing (from apjiear- 
ance) from eight to sixteen or twenty pounds; and is 
extremely fat and delicate. I then recollected to have seen 
in my several voyages to the Canary Islands, numbers of 
small vessels arrive’from the coast of Africa laden with tins 
.species of fish, and to have been told they were caught near 
that coast : they are highly esteemed in the Canaries, where 
they call them Bacalao Jfricano, or the Afncan cod-fish, 
and are sold at from five to ten dollars per quintal, or at least 
one-third ■ higher than the best of American cod-fish : they 
arc dried, without salting, on the vessels' decks, and their 
scent is so strong as to nearly suffocate the crews of mer- 
chant vessels that lie near them wliilc discharging. I have 
been told that no less than one hundred barks, of from 
fifteen to fifty tons burden, are continually employed in this 
fishery, near the African coast, from the Canary Islands, and 
that scarcely a year passes without more or less of them 
deing driven on shore by tempests or other accidents, when 
the crews either perish with the ves.sel, or upon their reach- 
ing the shore are massacred by the natives, or else carried 
off into the interior as slaves, where tliey are never after 
heard from. After my arrival in Mogadore, or Swearah, I 
was informed that the crew of a bark of this description 
landed imprudently on the beach not far from Santa Cruz, 
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about two years since, where they were surprized by a 
sudden attack, but all escaped into the boat except one 
man, who was seized and carried off. On the return of the 
bark to Teneriffc, the wife of the man who had been left, 
upon inquiring for her husband, was informed that he w^as 
made a slave : distracted by this shocking event, she ran. 
raving as she was, to the artdi bishop, aiid begged of him 
either to take her life, or restore to her arpis her lost hus- . 
band, the father of five helpless children : she was poor, but 
her case excited general jiity — ^a subscription was opened, 
and the sum of about five hundred dollars soon raised. The 
archbishop in the mean time wrote to Alexander W. Court, 
then Spanish agent at Mogadorc, to ransorii this unfortunate 
man, whicdi he effected with much difticiilty ; but as the 
money did not come on in time, or for some other cause, 
this poor Spaniard, Avhosc name w'as Fcrmin, rcmaintxl in 
Mogadorc for nearly a year without being pennitted to go 
home, when Mr. William Willshire and Don Plabo Riva, of 
Mogadore, and Mr. John O’Sullivan, of New- York, inter- 
fered in his faA^our ; furnished him Avith clothing ; procured 
for him a passage, and sent him to his discfmsolatc family. 
This is said to be the only Spaniard wdio has been redeemed 
in that part of Barbary for many years past. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Slieick Ali out-manoeuvred again hy Rais bel Cossim — they set 

off in the night — meet with Sidi Ilanict and his brother^ 

accompanied^ hy some Moors with mules sent hy Mr. Will- 

shire for the sufferers to ride on -occurrences on the road — 

— meeting with Mr. Willshire near Swearah or Mogadorc 

— they go into that city — are ordered before the Bashaw — 

arc cleansed, clothed, and fed, by their deliverer, 

% 

A ITER supper Rais bel Cossim told me to keep a good 
look out ; that lu; would watch the motions of Sheick Ali, 
who he still feared was plotting against our liberty. After 1 
had informtid my enfeebled and desponding companions 
that we were now out of danger from the Arabs, (having 
come about fifty miles from Stuka,) and in the Emperor of 
Morocco’s dominions, and, consequently, sure of being 
liberated, and that loo in a very few days ; and after telling 
them that we must bear up under our fatigues with fortitude, 
and exert our remaining strength and spirits, in order to 
reach Mogadorc, Ave all laid ourselves down to rest ; and my 
companions, though they had the bare ground for their bed, 
yet as they Avere Avrajijicd up in cloaks, and had their 
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stoiiuK'.hs well filled with good and nourishing food, soon fell 
asleep. As for myself, fear, hope, and various other sensa- 
tions, kept me awake, and I could not close my eyes, but 
waited with extreme anxiety for the appearance of Rais bel 
Cossim. Soon after midnight Rais came, and finding me 
awake, he roused me and tlie owners of the camels, and 
requested them to get ready to go on speedily, and then 
told me that on entering this plaee, while he Avas busied in 
feeding his mule, Sheick Ali had stolen off privately to the 
town, and visited the governor, who had agreed, on his re- 
presentation, to take us into custody in the morning at 
day -break, and assist in extorting what money the Sheick 
demanded ; or to connive at our being stolen and carried 
back by Sheick Ali’s men to Susc. “ I have learned this 
(said he) from an old friend of mine, whom I met and com- 
missioned to watch Sheick Ali’s motions when we were 
coming into tliis place ; awaken your shipmates : you must 
depart tliis instant : the drivers know the road ; it is very 
rocky : you must tell your men to hold on as tight as pos- 
sible ; and remember, if you are four leagues from this town 
before daylight, your liberty is secured, if not, you will be 
again the most miserable of slaves. Encourage your men 
to use tlieir utmost exertions, and I hope, with God’s 
blessing, in tlirec days more you will be in Swearah with 
your friend. I will join you as soon as possible.” The 
camels were by this time ready : we were placed on them. 
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and proceeded up the rocky steeps as fast as possible, but 
widi the most profound silence. Sleep seemed to have 
literally sealed the eyes of all the Moors in the lower town, 
and in the batteries near tlie patli through which we passed ; 
these batteries rose one above another like ah amphitheatre 
towards the fortress. The quadrangular walls of the town 
and fortress of Santa Cruz, or Agader, crowned the summit 
of this mountain, on our right, and stand, from appearance, 
not less than fifteen hundred feet above the level of the sea. 
We went fast forward, in profound silence, which was not 
in the least disturbed by the tread of the camels, because 
tlieir feet are as soft as sponge or leather : only the hoarse 
roaring of the surf breaking among the rocks below us, 
startled tlie car, and excited in my mind frightful images of 
direful shipwrecks, and the consequent miseries of tlie poor 
mariner driven on this inhospitable coast. 

We had been hurrying on as last as possible for about 
two hours, and had gained the distance of probably three 
leagues from Santa Cruz, when our ears were struck with the 
clinking sound of iron against the stones, which announced 
the approach of horses or mules that were shod ; and in an 
instant, though dark, we discovered close by us on our right 
a considerable number of men riding on mules, and passing 
the other way. Not a word “was uttered on either side, nor 
could the faces of any be distinguished, though we were not 
more than three or four yards asunder. A thought darting 
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across my mind, suggested to me that it was my old master : 
I instantly called out Sidi Harriet ! and was quickly an- 
swered^ — azcoan, lliley ? (who is it? Riley ?) the whole com- 
pany stopped in an instant ; and the next moment I had the 
joy of kissing the hand of my old master and benefactor. 
Sidi Mohammed, Seid, and Bo-Mohainmed, were in his 
company, together with three or four ]\foors, whom our 
hind friend had sent down, charged with the money and 
mules for our ransom and conveyance. The principal 
Moor, and who had charge of the money until we were 
delivered over according to the wish of Sidi Htunet, spoke 
Spanish fluently: he wanted to inquire of me where Rais 
bel Cossim was: I told him at Santa Cruz: Sidi Ilamet 
wished to question me himself, and asked me “ Where is 
Sheick Ali ?” and when I infonned him that 1 had left him 
in Santa Cruz, in company with Rais bel Cossim and 
Muley Ibrahim, he was satisfied ; and said Shcick Ali was a 
6ad man, and did not fear God. Seid also pretended to be 
much rejoiced at our being on the road to Mogadorc, and 
yet I thought I coidd discover that he was trying to play a 
deep game of artful duplicity: but old Sidi Mohammed 
was in truth rejoiced to find us in the Emperor’s dominions. 
Having now been absolutely delivered over to Bel Mooden^ 
the Moor who had charge of the money, he paid it over to 
Sidi Hamet, and three of us were mounted on mules, and 
pToce.eded on, while all those whom we met, went towards 
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Santa Cruz, except the tlirce Moors who owned and biought 
the mules down for us to ride on, and who remained and 
proceeded northward with us. 

All the time we had stopped to make the necessary ar- 
rangements above mentioned, the owners of tlie camels were 
urging us to go Ibrward, thereby showing a disposition to 
obey the orders of Rais bcl Cossim, and would not for a 
•long time believe that those who stopped us were not our 
enemies. 'J’he backs of the mules were covered with larg(', 
saddles made of coarse clotli, stuffed with straw, and formed 
very broad f so as to fit their shape, arid reached almost from 
their heads to their tails : this kind of saddle is too broad 
for a man to attempt to stride. -Over the saddles were 
jdaced what the Moors and Arabs call a shwerry, wliich is 
made like a double basket, and formed of palm leaves 
woven together like mat work : each of these baskets might 
contain about two bushels : they arc attached together by a 
mat woven in with and like the rest, of about a foot and a 
half in Avidth, sufficientl y strong to bear a burden, and long 
enough to let tliein hang down easily on the sides of the 
mules : the outer part of this shwerry is held up by means 
of a rope passing through the liandle on one- side, and tied 
to that on the other, passing over the mule's back. In this 
sliAverry, they carry their provisions, merchandi.se, and spare 
clothing, (if any they have,) when on tlieir journeys. The 
rider sits on the saddle above the shwerry, with both legs on 
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one side, balancing liis body exactly, and rides extremely 
easy, as he can shift his position at pleasure, and tlie mule’s 
gait is an easy, fast ambling walk, which they are taught 
when very young; their motion is very slight, and was a 
seasonable relief to our almost dislocated limbs : tlie change 
with respect to jolting was so great from tlie camel to the 
mule, that we could not keep our eyes open from mere 
drowsiness, and Bums getting asleep, dropped off his mule, 
and was so badly hurt as to be from that time incapable of 
supporting himself; so that a Moor was obliged to sit 
before or behind him, and keep him on, driving the mule 
at the same time : and tliis was continued during the re- 
mainder of our journey. 

We had proceeded in this way until about ten o’clock, 
■when we were joined by Rais bcl Cossim, Sidi Hamet, Seid, 
Sidi Mohaumied, and Bel Mooden. I now inquired of Rais 
what had become of Muley Ibraliim and Sheick Ali, with 
their attendants, and he told me they had set out for their 
respective homes. I wanted to know all the particulai’s of 
their proceedings, and Rais promised to satisfy me after 
breakfast, which we now stopped to eat, (viz. biscuit and 
butter,) near a well that afforded us good water, though 
nearly on a level with the sea. After we were again mounted, 
he began to relate as follows : “ When my friend told me 

of Sheick Ali’s plan, 1 stole away softly, and came and sent 
you off without the Sheick’s knowledge ; but Muley Ibrahim 
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was in the secret, and remained with the Sheick to prevent 
alarm if he should awake during my absence.” Rais bel 
Cossim further told me in substance, that as soon as wc 
were on our journey, he returned and laid himself down to 
sleep across the door-way, wlicrc Shcick Ali slept, and in 
such a manner as to make it impossible for the Slieick to go 
out Avithout alarming him ; the Sheick awoke at the dawn of 
‘day, and findinj^ himself blockaded in the house, awakened 
Rais, and told him that they had better ivait on the governor 
that morning, to which Rais consented, but Avanted to see 
the slaA'^es first, so as to have some coffee made : this Avas 
agreed on ; but when they came where wc had slept, and 
found none of us there, nor the camels, nor their drivers, 
Rais broke out into the most violent passion* apparently ; 
accused the Sheick of having robbed him of his slaves 
during the night, and said he Avould instantly have him 
seized and delivered up to the governor to be punished 
according to the Moorish laAv. Muley Ibrahim, avIio knew 
the whole affair, joined witli Rais, protesting he could no 
longer hold fricndsliip with a man who was capable of 
committing such an act, which he considered to be one of 
the worst breaches of faith that ever disgraced a man of his 
(the Sheick’s) high character. Sheick Ali was thunderstruck 
by this unexpected event — declared, in the most solemn 
manner, that he knew nothing about our escape; begged he 
might not be delivered up to the governor ; acknowledged 
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he had laid a plan the preceding evening for our detention ; 
wished Rais to leave the governor a small present, and 
proceed on the road towards Mogadore in the hope of 
finding us, saying, Ave must have gone that Avay, as tlie gates 
Avere shut on the other side, and there Avas no possibility of 
turning back by any other rouUj. The Siieick added, “ I 
am in your power, and Avill go on Avith 3^011 and my friend 
Mulcy Ibrahim, Avithout any attendants, to prove to you 
that I am innocent, and that I place the greatest confidence 
in your friendship.” 'J’hus they agreed to pursue and 
endeavour to overtake the supposed runaAvay slaves ; bxit 
soon after they had mounted the hills north of Santa Cruz, 
meeting our former masters, with Bel Mooden and Sidi 
Mohammed, “AA ho had seen us, (asl before mentioned,) they 
stopjicd and talked over their several affairs. Sheiek Ali 
insisteil that Sidi Ilamet had treatetl him Aery ill : that he 
and Seid owed him four hundred dollars, Avhich they Avcrc 
to pay him on their return from the l>csert, but that they 
had jiassed by Ins lands three days’ jouniey Avith their slaA'^es, 
Arithout even calling on him to eat bread : he added, he 
Avould have gone Avith them himself, and Avith an armed force 
through Sidi Ishein’s country, to prevent that chief from 
taking their property — “ but you wished to cheat me of my 
money', as you did of my daughter,” said he, addressing 
himself to Sidi llamct. Sidi Ilamet, Avhosc voice had been 
very high before, now loAvering his tone, said, it Avas better 
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to settle their disputes than to quarrel ; so he acknowledged 
he owed his father-in-law three hundred and sixty dollars 
for goods, but asserted that they were not worth half the 
money ; he would, however, pay the principal but no interest, 
w'hich would have swelled the amount of debt to more than 
live hundred dollars ; the Sheick agreed to take the principal, 
w'hich w'as counted out in silver, as he would not take gold 
doubloons in payment, because he did not know their real 
value. He then delivered up Sidi Ilamet’s bond, and said 
he would retuni to his tribe, llais bel Cossim gave Alulcy 
Ibrahim a present in cash, and they separated, having first 
vow’cd everjasting friendship, and joined in prayer for the 
success of their several journeys. 

Our company now consisted of Rais bel Cossim, Bel 
Mooden, Sidi Hamet, Seid, Sidi Mohammed, and three 
mukteers, all anned with muskets, swords, or daggers — the 
five Bereberies with their camels, who had brought us on 
from Stuka, and myself and four shipmates. We proceeded 
along the coast, sometimes on a saiul beach, now climbing 
an almost perpendicular mountain of great height by a 
w inding kind of zigzag road that seemed to have been cut 
in the rock in many places, by art ; then descending into 
deep valleys by this kind of natural steps ; the rocks on our 
right for a great distance rising nearly perpendicularly. 'I'Jie 
])ath we were now obliged to follow was not more than two 
feet wide in one place, and on our left it broke olf in a pre- 
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cipice of some hundred feet deep to tlie sea — ^the smallest 
slip of the mule or camel would have plunged it and its 
rider down the rocks to inevitable and instant death, as there 
was no bush or other thing to lay hold of by which a man 
might save his life. Very fortunately for us, there had been 
no rain for a considerable time previously, so that the road 
was now dry. Rais told me, when it was wet it was never 
attempted, and that many fatal accidents had happened 
there within his remembrance ; though there was another 
road which led round over the mountains far witliin the 
country. 

One of these accidents he said he would mention. “ A 
company of Jews, six in number, from Santa Cruz for 
Morocco, came to this place with their loaded mules in the 
twilight, after simset ; being very anxious to get past it before 
dark, and supposing no other travellers would venture to 
meet them, or dare to pass it in the night, tlicy did not take 
the precaution to look out, and call aloud before they entered 
on it; for there is a place built out on each end of this 
dangerous piece of road, from whence one may see if there 
are others on it : not being quite half a mile in length, a 
person by hallooing out can be h€a.rd from one end to the 
other, and it is the practice of all who go that way to give 
this signal. A company of Moors had entered at the other 
end, and going towards Santa Cruz at the same time, and 
they also supposing that no others would dare to pass it at 
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that hour, came, on without the usual precaution. About 
half way over, and in the most difficult place, the two 
parties met— there was no possibility of passing each other, 
nor of turning about to go back either way — ^the Moors 
were mounted as well as ffie Jews — neither party coul4 
retire, nor could any one, except the foremost, get off of his 
mule : the Moors soon became outrageous, and threatened 
to throAV the J«ws down headlong — ^the Jews, though they 
had always been treiited like slaves, and forced to submit to 
every insult and indignity, yet finding themselves in this 
perilous situation, without tlie possibility of retiring, and 
being unwiUiug to break their necks merely to accommodate 
the Moors, the foremost Jew dismounted carefully over the 
head of his mule, with a stout stick in his hand : the Moor 
nearest him did the same, and came forward to attack him 
with his scimitiir : both were fighting for their lives, as neither 
could retreat — the Jew^s mule was first pitched down the 
craggy steep, ami dashed to atoms by the fall — the Jew^s 
stick was next hacked to pieces by the scimitar; when find- 
ing it was impossible for him to save his life, he seized the 
Moor in his arms, and springing off the precipice, both were 
instantly hurled to destruction — two more of the Jews and 
one Moor lost their lives in the same way, together witli 
eight mules, and the three Jews, who made out to escape, 
were hunted down and killed by the relations of the Moors 
who had lost their lives on the pass, and tlie place has ever 
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since been called ‘ the Jews’ leap.’” It is, indeed, enougli 
to produce dizziness, even in the head of a sailor, and if I 
had been told the story before getting on this frightful ridge, 
I am not ccrtjiin but that my imagination might have 
disturbed my faculties, and rendered me incapable of pro- 
ceeding with safety along this perilous path. The dangw* 
over, however, and the story finished, we found ourselves 
mounting the first bank from the sea on Caj)e Geer. When 
wc came on the height, at the pitch of the Cape, I rode up 
to the edge of the jirecipicc to look down upon the 
tumultuous ocean. The present Cape is about one hundred 
feet in height, and appeared to have been much shattc'red 
and rent by the waves and tempests : huge masses of rocks 
had been und(u*niincd, broken off, and tumbled down one 
upon another, forming very wild and disorderly heaps in the 
water all around it. I could not help shuddering at the 
sight and sound of the surf as it came thundering on, and 
burst against the trembling sides of this rocky Cape, Avhich 
is about a mile in length, and is already undermined in such 
a manner, that the whole road along which we passed will 
very probably soon tumble down among the assailing 
billows. On our right, the land rose gradually like an in- 
clined plane, and was covered with pebbles and other round 
smooth stones that bore strong marks of having been tossed 
about and worn by tlie surf on a sea beach : it rose thus for 
about two miles, when it was interrupted by perpendicular 
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and overhanging cliffs of craggy and broken rocks three or 
four hundred feet in height : these rocks and the m hole face 
of the upper Cape bore as strong marks of having once 
been washed and beat upon bj' the ocean, as did the cliff 
below us, against which it wps now dasliing witli dreadful 
violence. Along most parts of the inchned plane, and par- 
ticularly near the*' upper cliff, were large mounts of loose 
sand in form of snow drifts. This sand was now flying up 
from the beach beloiv, being blown out from among the 
rocks by the strong trad(;-winds sit every low tide, and 
almost as. soon sis the dashings of the waves among them 
had prepared it : this sand, sind in fact all w'^e had seen since 
wc came to the cultivated country, Avas the same in appear- 
ance as that Avhich we ssiw and passed through on the 
Desert, and must have been produced and heaped up by ths; 
same causes. After passing the Csipc, about one hour’s ride, 
wc came to the high bank of si river, and descending to its 
left shore, we found its mouth w'as filled up w'ith sstnd that 
had been washed in by the sea, though the river was about 
half a mile ivide at its end. and appeared quite deep — 
here we slopped to take some food, namely, biscuit and 
butter. 

Bel Mooden had also brought some dried figs, dates, and 
nuts. Having finished our repast, we Avere again placed on 
our beasts, and proceeded round the moutli of the rii^er on 
a sandy beach, about one hundred yards wdde, suid twenty 
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feet above the level of the fresh water within, and tliirty feet 
above the sea water on the beach, at high tide. Our guides 
informed me that this river was called “ e/ wod Temha;' 
that it had formerly been a very wide and deep one, and 
used to empty itself into tlie sea ; that in the rainy season it 
was impossible to pass it without going twenty miles up the 
country ; but for the last few years tlierc had not been rain 
enough in this part of the country to force open its mouth. 

Having left ilie margin of the river, we entered on a plain, 
and struck oft’ to our right in a direction nearly east, and 
we w’ent forward as fast as jjossible towards the high land. 
We had passed many sanctuaries, but had not observed a 
single dwelling house, nor even a tent, since we left Santa 
Cruz. We now beheld several sqxiare walled places, which 
answer the double purpose of dwelling-house and castle, 
crowning the top of the high mountain, which appeared 
very dry and sterile, mostly composed of layers of huge 
rocks and very steep, wdth a few dry shrubs scattered thinly 
about the crevices and small flat spots or spaces. Aj)proach- 
ing die foot of the mountain, we came to a very deep hollow, 
apjtarently formed by the washings of a small stream of 
water, assisted by rains that have poured through it from 
tinw' immemorial. Our way wmund up through this steep 
hollow, and alongside of the litde brook before mentioned. 
-\s wx entered it, the eye was delighted with the beauty of 
the scene. The bottom of the hollow had been made level 
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by art, and was covered from its base with gardens, which 
rose one above another in the form of an amphitheatre : 
they were kept up to a level by means of solid stone walls 
laid in lime, and had been filled in with rich soil : the longest 
was not greater in extent tluin twenty yards by ten : the 
sides of the hollow were so st.ex;p, that the upright walls were- 
not less than ten or fifteen feet in height between each 
garden : they were well stocked with most kinds of vegeta- 
bles cultivated in kitchen gardens, and with melons : gutters 
were curiously disposed around these gardens to convey 
water to w'ery part, at the pleasure of the proprietor : they 
had growing* on their sides an abundance of fig and date 
trees, and grape vines running up the sides of the rocks ; 
and a little higher up, hundreds of the dwarf Arga tree, 
whose yellow fruit contributed to enliven the prospect. We 
were at least two hours in gaining the summit, when it had 
become dark, and we had to pass down the mountain on its 
east side through another hollow, though not a fertile one ; 
for here was no running water. The narrow path we 
travelled in had been worn into the limestone rock, by the 
feet of mules and horses that had passed along it, no doubt 
during the course of many centuries ; and assisted by the 
rain water streaming through it from above, it was in some 
places channelled out to the depth of ten or fifteen feet, and 
just wide enough for a camel or mule to pass. In one place 
it became necessary, for the want of sufficient room to get 
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through, to take the lading from the mules and carry it 
down by hand. After descending about three hours we 
came to a plain, and kept on in an eastern direction until 
about midnight; when we approached the wtdls of a small 
city, or dwelling-place, and topk up our lodgings near it on 
the flat top of a long cistern, which afibrded plenty of water. 
The chief men of the city, alarmed by the' barking of their 
dogs, soon came out and welcometl their visitors by the well 
known Arabic salutation, “ Salerno Alikom^ Labezy See. 

They funiishcd our company with a supper of cous-coo- 
soo, while 1 and my men ate some dates and dry figs. The 
night was damp and cold, and this, with my fatignes, ren- 
dered it impossible for me to sleep. We stayed here for 
about three hours, when daylight appearing, (October the 
sixth,) we were again mounted and proceeded on our jcnirney. 
My companions, as well as myself, were so weak, being 
really worn out, and completely exhausted, that it Avas with 
the greatest tliflficulty they could be supported on the mules. 
As daylight increased, Ave saw a number of toAvns or dAAell- 
ings handsomely inclosed Avith high Avails of stone, cemented 
with lime: the land on the plain Avas divideil off’ and fenced 
in Avith lough stone walls made with great labour: numerous 
flocks of goats Avere feeding on tfie oil nut: some herds of 
cattle, with a fcAv old horses, asses, and camels, were nib- 
bling off the gieen leaves and branches of small shrubs, for 
the want of grass: avc also saw many regularly planted 
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orchards of fig trees; and the land was in many places 
ploughed and ready to receive the seed barley so soon as 
rain should fall suflicient to ensure its vegetation. 

We went I’orward to the north-eastward, and on rising a 
hill, we saw two mountains ,bei‘ore us to the north, over 
which 1 Avus infoiincd wc must pass: the fartliest one nortJi 
appeared to be twenty miles distant. We soon began to 
. climb the nearest, and when we reached its summit, looking 
to the cast, the Atlas Avas fairly in vicAV, and all its lofty 
peaks covered Avith snoAv. Descending this mountain, we 
met large droves of camels, mules, and asses, laden with salt 
and other merchandise, and driven by a considerable num- 
ber of Moors and Arabs: the Moors were easily distin- 
guished by their dress: they had each, besides his haick, a 
caftan or (‘lose jacket next his skin, and tlic most of them 
had turbans on their heads: they Averc armed with daggers, 
or scimitars, s\ispended 1‘rom their necks by a cord of red 
Avoollcn yarn throAvn over tljc left shoulder: the scabbards- 
AAT'ic such as I have before described — the dagger is Avora 
outside ol' the haick ; its handle is made of w’ood handsomely 
wrought: the point of the dagger hooks inward like a 
pnniing knife: Avhen they have occasion to use it, tliey seize 
it Avith their right hand, the lower side of the hand being 
next to the blade, and strike after raising it above their 
heads, ripping open their adversary : tliey never attempt t(» 
parry a stroke Avith their daggers. 
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llie vall^ between these two mountains had been well 
cultivated, and would be very productive with seasonable 
rains, but at this time those dreadful scourges, severe droughts, 
and myriads of locusts, had destroyed almost every green 
thing: even the leaves of the trees and shrubs had not 
escaped their devastations. I was informed by Rais bel 
Cossim that we were now in the province* of Hah hah, and 
that the locusts had utterly laid waste the country for the last 
six years, so tliat the land now groaned under a most 
giievous famine; nor could our company procure any 
barley or other food for their beasts. This province must be 
naturally a very strong militaiy country ; it is vei*y moun- 
tainous, and rendered almost inaccessible by the craggy 
steeps and narrow roads, or defiles, thnnigh which an anny 
would be under the necessity of marching. The cities, or 
rather castles, in which the inhabitants reside, are built 
strong with stone and lime, and are fifteen or twenty feet in 
height, ‘generally of a quadrangular form of from fifty to 
two hundred yards square, and the tops crowned with 
turrets: within these walls all the flocks and herds are driven 
every night for safe keeping. All the men in these parts are 
well armed with long Moorish muskets, and with sabres, or 
daggers, by their sides : there are no Arabs dwelling in this 
part of the country, as they always live in tents, and will not 
be confined within walls ; nor had Ave seen a tent since our 
arrival at the dwelling of Sidi Mohammed. 
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The valley now spread out to the right, and might be 
termed a considerably extensive plain, on which but few 
castles or dwellings appeared, and we saw no river or stream 
of water, though there were high mountains on both sides. 
The little herbage that had sprung up, in consequence of the 
recent rains, was destroyed by the locusts, which were to be 
seen tliinly scattered over the ground, and rose in con- 
, siderable numbers on our approach ; skipping like grass- 
hoppers. Rais bel Cossim informed me that the flights of 
locusts, from which tliese few had strayed, had gone to some 
hitherto more favoured part of the country to continue their 
ravages. ’ 

While we were tranquilly travelling along, I asked Rais 
in wliat manner the oil was extracted from the nuts that grew 
in such quantities on the Arga tree, which entirely covered 
the sides of the hills. lie told me that in the country these 
nuts were swallowed by the goats ; (and in fhet we saw these 
animals picking them up under the trees ;) that the nu£ passes 
through, after being deprived of its bark, which though 
very bitter, was highly relished by the goats, and when void- 
ed, the women and children, who tend them, pick up the 
nuts and put them into a bag, slung about them for the pur- 
pose, and carry them home, where they crack them between 
stones, get out the kernel, and expressing the oily juice from 
them, they boil it down in a jar, until it becomes of a pro- 
per consistence, when it is poured off, and is fit for use. 
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The appearance of this fruit growing thickly’ on the trees, 
different in size, and variegated in colour from green to red, 
and from that to bright yellow, had a pleasing effect : the 
ground beneath the trees was also covered with diem. 

Having come to the foot of die high mountain, we as- 
cended it, winding up its steep side in a zigzag path, very 
difficult of ascent, and indeed almost hnjiracticable. On 
our left was a deep gully, with a considerable stream of water 
running down through it, like a small mill-stream : it poured 
over the precipices, making a loud roaring, that might be 
heard at a great distance ; though the whoh^ stremn seemed 
to lose itself entirely in the sand before it reached the bot- 
tom of the mountain. The sides of this gully were shaded 
by the Arga and bean tree, and many other bushes, and 
near the water I discoveretl a few yew or hemlock bushes, 
that reminded me of scenes I had been familiar with in ray 
own country. As we rode near the top of the mountain, 
this gvrtly assumed the appearance of a rich valley, filled 
witli gardens one above another, supported by strong stone 
walls in the same manner as those 1 have already described, 
though much larger, and they were apparently well watered 
by the stream that was carried around them in gutteis fitted 
expressly for tliat purpose. These gardens looked as if they 
were well cultivated, and stored with vegetables, and num- 
bers Qf men and boys were at work tilling and dressing 
them. 
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On the highest part of the mountain that we reached, 1 
Was much surprized to find a considerable plain spot, nearly 
covered with stacks of salt, which stood very thick, and 
must, I think, have amounted to several hundreds. To see 
marine salt in such cpiantities on the top of a mountain, 
which I computed to stand at least fifteen hundred feet 
above the surface of the ocean, excited my wonder and 
• curiosity; but wc stopped short of them, for the camels we 
had started with from Stuka were to carry loads of this salt 
back ; so that after Rais had paid the OAvners of them for 
their trouble and assistance, they Avent towards the salt 
heaps, Avishing us a prosperous journey. While we were 
stopped to settle wdth them, we were taken from the mules 
and seated on the ground, when many of the inhabitants 
came near to have a look at us, Christian Slaves. '^I’hey 
brought with them a fcAV raw turnips, which they distributed 
among us: they were the sweetest 1 had ever tasted, and 
very refreshing. We were soon placed upon tlie* mules 
again, and I rode a little to the left, in order to find out in 
what way this great quantity of salt had been procured and 
deposited in this singular situation ; on a near approach, I 
saw a great niunber of salt pans formed of clay, and very 
shallow, into which water was conducted by means of small 
gutters cut for the purpose in the clay. The water issues in 
considerable quantities from the side of the mountain, in the 
N.W. part of the plain, (which has been levelled down and 
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regulated with great labour,) and is very strongly impreg- 
nated with salt: the pans or basins being very shallow, the 
water is soon cvapomtcd by the heat of the sun, and a 
crystallization of excellent salt is the result. It is small 
grained, and tinged by the jcddish colour of the clay of 
which the pans are formed. The highest j)eak of the moun- 
tain did not appear to rise above the salt spring more than 
about one hundred feet : a great number of men and boys- 
were employed in mking and heaping up the salt, and 
numbers more in selling and measuring it out, and loading 
it on camels, mules, and asses. Rais bel Cossim informed 
me, that this spring furnished the greatest pr6po)lion of the 
salt that is made use of ii\ the Moorish dominions, and in 
Suse ; and 1 should eslimale the number of camels, mules, 
and asses that were there at dial time waiting for loads, at from 
four to five hundred. We had met hundrctls on the route 
since we left Stuka, loaded with this article, and I afterwards 
saw many loads of the same kind of salt enter Mogadore^ or 
Swearah, Saffy^ and Rabat. 

We proceeded to the northward down the mountain, 
which is not so steep on its north as on its south side. I’lic 
country, after descending it, was tolerably smooth, with 
much of tlie Arga wood flourishing on every side. Soon 
after dark we came to a wall that inclosed a space of ground 
forty or fifty yards square : it was built of stone and lime, 
six or eight feet in height, with an open space like a gate- 
way on its northern side, through which we entered and took 
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up our lodgings on the ground, which was very smooth. A 
walled village was near this yard on the west, and on the 
north, outside of botli walls, stood a mosque or house of 
worship : the inhabitants were chanting their evening or 
eight o'clock prayers when we entered the yard ; yet none 
of them came out to look at us, their attention being wholly 
confined to their religious duties. Wc were taken from the 
•mules and placed near the wall, which kept off’ the night 
wind, and after we had nibbled a little biscuit and drunk 
some water, avc thanked God for his goodness, and tried to 
get a little sleep. The wind did not molest us, and we rested 
until about midnight, when we were awakened by the noise 
occasioned by a company of men witli loaded camels and 
mules: they had already entered the yard without ceremony, 
to the number probably of thirty men, ivith three times as 
many camels, mules, and asses. I was awakened by the bel- 
lowing of the camels, as they were forced to lie down with 
their heavy loads ; — the men did not speak to ours,* and as 
soon as they had tethered their mules, by tying ropes round 
their footlock joints, and fastening them to pegs driven into 
the ground for that purpose, they laid themselves down to 
sleep, wrapped up in their haicks. 

Our whole company being awake, they saddled their 
mules, put us thereon, and wc proceeded on our journey. 
It was very dark, and the path lay through a rough stony 
country. We were so weak, tliat we could not sit on the 
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mules without one being behind to steady our tottering 
frames; at daylight we found ourselves near some sub- 
stantial buildings, and 1 begged of Rais to buy some milk if 
it was possible : he rode near the gates and asked some of 
the inhabitants for milk ; butthey would not sell any. This 
to me was a sore disappointment, as I was benumbed with 
cold, and so much fatigued, that I thought it would be 
impossible for me to ride much farther ; which Rais observ- • 
ing, said to me, “ Keep up your spirits. Captain, only a few 
hours longer, and you will be in Swearah, if God Almighty 
continues liis protection.” I was so reduced and debilitated, 
that I could not support even good news with any degree of 
firmness, and such was my agitation, that it w^as with the 
utmost difficulty I could keep on my mule for some mo- 
ments afterwards. We had been constantly travelling for 
three days and most of three nights, and though I concluded 
we must be near Swearah, I did not think we should reach 
it before late in the evening. Passing along a narrow foot- 
way between high bushes, we came to a long string of sand 
hills on our kfft, drifted up like the sand heaps on the Desert, 
and along the coast : it was then about eight o'clock in the 
morning, when mounting the side of one of those hills, the 
city of Swearah broke suddenly upon our view, with the 
island of Mogadore, fonning a harbour, in which was a brig 
riding at anchor with English colours flying : — “ Take cou- 
rage, Captain,” said the good Rais ; “ there is Swearah,” 
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pointing towards the town ; “ and there is a vessel to carry 
you to your country and family : — if God please, you will 
soon see die noble Willshire, who will relieve you from all 
your miseries — I thank my God your sufferings are nearly 
at an end, and diat I have been found worthy to be an in- 
strvunent in the hands of the Omnipotent to redeem you from 
slavery.” He next returned thanks to the Almighty, in Ara- 
bic, with all that fervour and devotion so peculiar to Mo- 
hammedans, and then he ejaculated, in Spanish, “ May it 
have pleased Almighty God to have preserved the lives of 
my wife and children.” 

We now proceeded down the sand hills towards the city — 
but very slowly. Sidi Hamct had been for some time missr 
ing — he had gone privately forward to be first to carry the 
news to our deliverer of our approach — and now Ifel Moo- 
den and Sidi Mohammed left us for a similar purpose, and 
made the bt^st of their way towards the city. It would be 
idle for me to attempt to describe the various emotions of my 
mind at this exquisitely interesting moment : I must leave 
that lo be conceived of by the reader. Wc soon approached 
the walls of an imjierial palace, which is situated about two 
miles south-east of Swearah, or Mogadore. The walls are 
built in a square of probably one hundred yards at each side, 
and about twenty feet in height — ^they inclose four small 
square houses, built at the four corners witliin, and which 
rise one story above the walls — ^the houses have square roofs, 
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coming to a point in the centre, and handsomely covered 
with green tiles — ^they, as well as the other walls, are built 
with rough stone, cemented with lime, plastered over and 
whitewashed. 

Near the western angle of the walls we stopped, and were 
taken off our mules and seated on tlie green grass. A small 

4 

stream of fresh water, running from the east, was spreading 
over the sand near its northern wall, flowing ajid meandering 
slowly towards the bay over the beacli, in a number of small 
rills. The water in the bay was quite smooth ; small boats 
were moving gently on its glassy surflrce, or were ’anchored 
near its entrance, probably for the purpose of Ashing ; this, 
together with the sight of great numbers of men driving 
camels, cows, asses, and sheep, and riding on horses, all at a 
distance, and going diflerent ways, together with the view of 
the high steeples in Mogadore, infused into my soul a kind 
of sublime dehght and a heavenly serenity that is indescrib- 
able, and to which it had ever before been a stranger. The 
next moment I discovered the American flag floating over a 
part of the distant city : at this blessed and transporting 
sight, the little blood remaining in my veins, gushed through 
my glowing heart with wild impetuosity, and seemed to pour 
a flood of new life through every part of my exhausted 
frame. We were still seated on the green sward near the 
western wall, and the mules that brought us there were feed- 
ing carelessly before us at a little distance. Our deliverer. 
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who had received news of our coming from Sidi Ilamet, 
having first directed the flag of our countrj'^ to be hoisted as 
a signal, had mounted his horse, ridden out of the city, and 
came to the eastern side oi' the palace walls, where Rais bel 
Cossim met him — unknown, to me. T expected him soon, 
but did not think he was so near — he had dismounted, and 
was prepared to “behold some of the most miserable objects 
his imagination could paint — he led his horse along the south 
angle and near the wall : Rais was by his side, when open- 
ing past the corner, 1 heard Rais exclaim, in Spanish, “ Alla 
estan” — V There they arc — at this sound we looked up and 
behehl our deliverer, who had at that instant turnctl his eyes 
upon us. lie started back one step with surprize. His 
blood seemed to fly fiom his visage for a moment, but reco- 
vering himself a little, he rushed forwTird, and clasping me 
to his breast, he ejacidated, “ Welcome to my arms, my 
dear Sir: this is truly a happy moment!” He next took 
each ol’ my com{>anions by tlie hand, and welcomed them 
to their liberty, while tears trickled down his manly cheeks, 
and the sudden rush of all the generous and sympathetic 
feelings of his heart nearly choked his utterance; then raising 
his eyes toAvards heaven, he said, “ 1 thank thee, great Au- 
thor of my being, for thy mercy to these my brothers !” — 
He could add no more ; his whole frame was so agitated, 
that his strength failed him, and he sank to the ground. W e, 
on our part, could only look up towards heaven in silent 
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adoration, while our hearts swelled with indescribable sensa- 
tions of gratitude and love to the all wise, all powerful, and 
ever merciful God of the universe, who had conducted us 
through so many dreadful scenes of danger and suffering — 
had controlled the passions and dis])osed the hearts of tlie 
bai'barous Arabs in our favour, anti had finally brought us 
to the arms of such a friend. Tears of joy streamed from 
our eyes, and Rais bel Cossim was so much jiffected at this 
interview, that in order to conceal his Aveeping, he hid him- 
self behind the wall ; for the Moors, as well as the Arabs, 
hold the shedding of tears to be a womanish and degrading 
weakness. After a short pause, when Mr. Willshire had in 
some measure recovered, he said, “ Come, my friends, let 
us go to tlic city ; my house is already prepared for your 
reception.” — 'fhe mules were led up, and we Avere again 
placed on them and rode oft‘ sloAvly toAvards Mogadorc. Mr. 
Savage and Clark were on one mule, and Bums and Horace 
on another, for the purpose of mutually supporting each 
other ; but their debility was such, that they fell off on the 
beach two or three times before they reached the city ; how- 
ever, it Avas on the soft sand, and as tliey Avere very light, 
they seemed to have received no material injury ; — they were 
again placed on the mules, and steadied until our arrival at 
the gates of Swearah, by Moors Avalking beside them. The 
gateway was crowded Avith Moors, Jews, and negroes — ^thc 
news of our coming having spread through tlie city, and a 



CAPtIVlTY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 329 

curiosity to see Christian slaves, had brought them together 
in great numbers ; and the men and boys of the rabble were 
only restrained from committing violence on us, by the gate- 
keepers and a few soldiers, who voluntarily escorted us to 
Mr. Willshirc’s house, and in some measure kept otf the 
crowd : tliere we were taken from our mules ; but some sol- 
diers coming in at that instant, said it was the Bashaw’s 
• orders that we should appear before him immediately, and 
we were constrained to obey ; it was but a few steps, and 
we were enabled to walk there by supporting one another. 
When we came to the door, we wei’e ushered into a kind of 
entry- way, which served as an audience chamber, by Mr. 
Willshire’s Jew interpreter, who, in token of submission, was 
obliged to pull off his cap and slippers before he could enter. 
We were ordered to sit down on the floor, and we tlien saw 
before us a very respectable looking Moor, of about sixty 
years of age : he was sitting cross-legged on a mat or carpet, 
that lay on the floor, which was terrace-work, drinking tea 
from a small cup — his dress was the haick. After he had 
finished his cup of tea and looked at us a moment, he asked 
me, through the interpreter, what countryman I was? where 
my vessel was wrecked? how many men I had in all, and if 
the remainder were alive? how long I had been a slave, and 
if the Arab, my last master, had treated me kindly ? He 
wanted, further, to know how much money from my vessel 
fell into the hands of the Arabs, and what otlier cargo she 


tr tr 



330 


eiley's shipwreck, and 


had. on board. Having satisfied his inquiries in the best 
manner I was able, he said we were now free, and he would 
write to the Emperor respecting me and niy men, and hoped 
he would give us leave to go home to our coimtry : — ^he then 
dismissed us. Mr. Willshire was with us, and answered all 
the questions the Bashaw chose to put to him, and then 
assisted us in returning to liis house. 
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CHAFrEll XXIV. 

The author and his cotnpamons are cleansed^ clothed^ andfed-^- 
he becomes delirious^ but is again restored to reason — the 
* kindness of Jfcfr. Willshire — letter from Horatio Sprague, 
Esq. of Gibraltar — author’s refections on his past sufferings 
and on the providential chain of events that had fitted him 
for enduring them^ and miractdously supported and restored 
him and his four companions to their liberty. 

Upon our arrival at Mr. Willshire's house, some Jews were 
ready to shave off our beards, and as the hair of our heads 
was also in a very unpleasant condition ; being literally 
filled with vermin ; that, as well as our beards, underwent 
the operation of the scissors and razor : the hair was cut off 
irt least as close as the horrible state of our skin and flesh ' 
would admit of: this may be imagined, but it is absolutely 
too shocking for description. Our squalid and emaciated 
frames were then purified with soap and water, and our 
humane and generous friend furnished us with some of his 
own clothing, after our bodies, which were still covered 
with sores, had been rubbed with sweet oil. Mr. Willshire's 
cook had by this time prepared a repast, which consisted of 
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beef cut into square pieces, just large enough for a mouthful 
before it w'as cooked ; these were then rolled in onions, cut 
up fine, and mixed with salt and pepper ; they were in the 
next place put on iron skewers and laid horizontally across 
a pot of burning charcoal, and turned over occasionally, 

until it was perfectly roasted : this dish is called Cabbub, and 

* 

in my opinion far surpasses in flavour the so much admired 
beef-steak ; as it is eaten hot from the skewers, and is indeed 
an excellent mode of cooking beef. — We ate sparingly of 
this delicious food, which was accompanied with some good 
wheaten bread and butter, and followed by a quantity of 
ex(iuisite pomegranates ; for our stomachs were contracted 
to such a degree by long fastings, that they had lost their 
tone, and could not i^cive the usual allowance for a healthy 
man. — A doctor then appeared and administered to each of 
us a dose of physic, which he said was to prepare our 
stomachs for eating. He was a Jew, who had been bred at 
Moscow in Russia, and studied medicine there, and had 
since travelled through Germany, Italy, and Spain ; he 
spoke the Spanish language fluently, and I was convinced, 
before 1 left Mogadore, that he possessed much medical as 
well as surgical skill. He had only been in Swearah or 
Mogadore two months, and there was no other physician in 
that city, or in that part of the country, except jugglers or 
quacks. Good beds had been fitted up for myself and Mr. 
Savage in the same room, and after being welcomed by 
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Mr. John Foxcroft and Don Pablo Riva, who had heard of 
our arrival, Ave retired to rest. . 

My mind, which (though my body was worn down to a 
skeleton) had been hitherto strong, and supported me 
through all my trials, distresses, and sufferings, and enabled 
me to encourage and keep up the spirits of my frequently 
despairing fellow-suflFcrers, could no longer sustain me : my 
sudden change of situation seemed to have relaxed tlie very 
springs of my soul, and all my faculties fell into die wildest 
confusion. The unbounded kindness, tlic goodness, and 
whole attention of Mr. Willshire, who made use of all the 
soothing language of which the most affectionate brother 
or friend is capable, tended but to ferment the tempest that 
Avas gathering in my brain. I became delirious — ^was bereft 
of my senses — and for the space of three days knew not 
where I was. — When iny reason returned, I found I had 
been constantly attended by Mr. Willshire, and generally 
kept in my room, though he would sometimes persuade me 
to Avalk in the gallery with liim, and used every means in 
his jxiwer to restore and compose my bewildered senses : 
that I had remained continually batlied in tears, and shud- 
dering at the sight of every human being, fearing I should 
again be carried into slavery. I had slunk into the darkest 
corner of my room ; but though insensible, I seemed to 
know the worth of my friend and deliverer, and would agree 
to, and comply with his advice and directions. 
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In the mean time, this most estimable and noble minded 
young man had spared neither pains nor expense in pro- 
curing for us every comfort, and in administering, with his 
own hands, night and day, such relief and refreshment as 
our late severe suderings and present debility required. He 
had sent ofl' persons on mules to the vicinity of the city of 
Morocco, more than one hundred miles, and procured some 
of the most delicious fruits that country can produce, such 
as dates, figs, grapes, pomegranates, &c. He gave us for 
drink the best of wines, and I again began to have an appe- 
tite for ray food, which was prepared with the greatest care. 
My men were furnished with shirts, trowsers, and jackets, 
and being fed with the most nourishing soups and other 
kinds of food, gained a considerable degree of strength. 
Captain Wallace, of the English brig Pilot, then being in 
the port, furnished us with some pork, split peas, and 
potatoes, and seemed very friendly. Clark and Bums were 
but the skeletons of men — Mr. Savage and Horace were 
nearly as much reduced, but not having been diseased in so 
great a degree, they were consequently stronger. Many of 
my bones, as well as my ribs, had been divested entirely, 
not only of flesh, but of skin, and had appeared white like 
dry bones when on the Desert ; but they were now nearly 
covered again, though we still might with some reason be 
termed the dry skeletons of Moorish slaves. At the instance 
of Mr. Willsliire I was weighed, and fell short of ninety 
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pounds, though my usual weight, for the last ten years, had 
i)een over two hundred and forty pounds : the weight of my 
companions was less than I dare to mention, for I appre- 
hend it would not be believed, that the bodies of men re- 
taining the vital spark should not weigh forty pounds. 

The sight of my face in a glass ctdied to my recollection 
all the trying scenes I had passed through since my ship- 
wreck ; — I could contemplate with pleasure and gratitude 
the power, and wisdom, and fore-knowledge of the Supreme 
Being, as well as His mercy and unbounded goodness. I 
could plainly discover that the train of events which, in my 
former life,'! had always considered as great misfortunes, 
had been directed by unerring wisdom, and had fitted me for 
running the circle marked out by the Omnipotent. When 
I studied the French and Spanish languages, I did it from 
expectations of future gain in a commercial point of view. 
All the exertions I had hitherto made to become acquainted 
with foreign languages, and to store jny mind with learning 
and a knowledge of mankind, had procured for me no 
wealth ; without winch acquirement a man is generally con- 
sidered on the stage of the world as a very insignificant 
creature, that may be kicked off or trampled upon by the 
pampered worms of his species, who sport around him with 
all the upstart pride of (in many instances) ill gotten treasure. 
I had been cheated and swindled out of property by those 
whom I considered my friends; yet my mind vas formetl 
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for friendship : — I do not speak of this in the way of boast> 
ing. My hand had never been slack in relieving the dis- 
tresses of my fellow men whenever I had the power, in the 
different countries where I had been; but I had almost 
become a stoic, and had veiy nearly concluded that disin» 

terested friendship and benevolence, out of the circle of a 

< 

man^s own family, was not to be found ; that the virtuous 
man, if poor, was not only despised by his more fortunate 
fellow creatures, but forsaken almost by Providence itself. 
I now, however, had positive proof to the contrary of some 
of those hasty and ill-founded opinions ; and I clearly saw 
that 1 had only been tutored in the school of adversity, in 
order that I might be prepared for fulfilling the purpose for 
which 1 had been created. 

In the midst of those reflections I received, by a courier 
from Consul-General Simpson, at Tangier, to Mr. Willshire, 
the following letter : — it speaks the soul of the writer, and 
needs no comment. 


Gibraltar, 13th November, 1815 . 

Mt-dear Riley, 

I will not waste a moment by unnecessary preamble. 
I have written to Mr. Willshire, that your draft on me for 
twelve hundred dollars, or more, shall be duly paid for the 
obtainment of your liberty, and those with you. I have 
sent him two double-barrelled guns to meet his promise to 
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the Moor. — In a short time after the receipt of this, I hope 
to have the happiness to take you by tlie hand under my 
roof again. You will come here by the way of Tangier. 

Your assured friend, 

Horatio Sprague. 

My sensations on reading this letter, and on seeing that 
written by Mr. Sprague to Mr. Willshire, I must leave to 
the reader to imagine, and only observe that iny acquaint- 
ance with that gentleman was but very slight, say about ten 
days, while 1 remained at Gibraltar, immediately before my 
disaster — it was sufficient for him to know his fellow crea- 
tures were in distress, and that it was in his power to relieve 
them. Mr. Sprague is a native of Boston, the capital of the 
State of Massachusetts, and had established himself as a 
respectable merchant in Gibraltar a little before the breaking 
out of the late war. — In the early part of that war a^number 
of American vessels were dispatched by individuals with 
cargoes of provisions, &c. for S{)ain and Portugal — these 
vessels were navigated under enemies’ licenses, but from 
some cause or other many of them Averc seized on the ocean 
by British ships of Avar, and conducted to Gibraltar; where 
both the vessels and their cargoes Avere condemned, and 
their crcAvs turned adrift in the streets Avithout a cent of 
money in their pockets, and left to the mercy of tlic ele- 
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nients. Mr. Gavino, the American consul, would not act 
in their behalf, because (as he stated) his functions had 
ceased by reason of the war; — when this humane and 
s^eiierous gentleman took them under his protection, hired 
the hulk of an old vessel for them to live in, furnished them 
with provisions and other necessaries aiul comforts for the 
term of one whole year or upwards, and in this manner 
supported for the greater part of that time’as many as one 
hmidred and fifty men — this he did from his own purse, and 
out of pure philanthropy — of‘ this I was informed by Mr. 
Charles Moore, of Philadelphia, and other gentlemen of 
respectability and veracity, lie also furnished and sent a 
considerable sum of money to Algiers, which bought from 
hard labour our unfortunate countrymen, comprising the 

officers and crew of the brig , Captain Smith, of 

Boston, who were made slave.s by that regency ; — in this he 
was assisted by Messrs. Charles H. Hall and Co. merchants 
at Cadiz, and several other w^orthy and respecteble Ameri- 
cans ; but the loss of the United States’ sloop of war the 
Epervier, when homeward bound, having on board all the 
redeemed slaves after the peace with Algiers, rendered it 
impossible for them to communicate their sense of gratitude 
for Mr. Sprague’s humanity. These facts were stated to 
me by several respectable individuals in Gibraltar, and can 
be authenticated beyond a doubt. 
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After my mind had liecn again tranquillized by a relVesh- 
ing night’s sleep, my reflections returned to my providential 
preservation. 

When my vessel was wrecked, J was endued with presence 
of mind, judgment, and j)rudcnce, whereby my whole creiv 
was saved in the first instance, and safely landed. AVhen 1 
was seized on afterwards by the Arabs, a superior Intelligence 
. suddenly suggested to my mind a stratagem by which my 
life was saved, though otic of my unfortunate companions 
was sacrificed to glut the brutal ferocity of the natives, 
whilst I w'as conducted to the ■wreck in safety through a 
tremendous surf that rolled over me every instant. 'I’he 
ways of Providence were next traced out to my wondering 
eyes in the smoothing down of the sea, so that we were 
enabled to row our crazy boat out with safety to the ocean, 
and in our preservation in an open boat amidst violent gales 
of wind, though her timbers and planks seemed only to hold 
together by the pressure of the sea acting upon their outer 
side. When destitute of provisions and water, worn down 
with privations and fatigues, we were again landed on the 
coast, carried on the top of a dreadful wave over the heads 
of craggy rocks that must have dashed us and our boat to 
atoms without a particular divine protection. We were next 
forced to climb over the most formidable precipices and 
obstructions, before it was possible to arrive on the dreary 
Desert above us ; these delays were necessary to bring us, at 
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a proper time, within sight of fires kindled by Arabs, who 
had arrived there that day, (and who w'cre the first, as I was 
afterwards informed, who had been there to water tiieir 
camels ivithin the last thirty days,) anti who were pro- 
videntially sent to save our lives, as we could not have 
existed a day longer without drink. Though ray skin was 
burned off by the sun’s rays, and myself given as a slave to 
those wandering wretches — the same Almighty power still 
preserved my life, endowed me with intelligence to com- 
prehend a language I had never before heard spoken, and 
enabled me to make myself understood by that people, and 
in some degree respected. Sidi Hamet (though a thievish 
Arab) had been sent from the confines of flic Moorish 
empire before I left Gibraltar: he was conducted by the 
same unerring Wisdom to my master’s tent ; his heart Avas 
softened at the recital of my distresses, and instead of trading 
in the article of ostrich feathers, (which ivas his Avhole 
business there, as he believed,) he was persuaded by a 
wretched naked skeleton of a slave, merely retaining the 
glimmering of the vital spark, against his oAvn judgment, 
and directly and strenuously ojiposed by his brother and 
partner, who insisted tliat if even I told the truth, and had a 
friend in Morocco to purchase me on my arrival there, yet 
my death must certainly happen long before it was possible 
to get me to that place : yet this same brother, one of the 
most barbarous of men, Avas forced, though against his Avill, 
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to agree, and to lend the aid of his property in effecting the 
purchase, and to exert himself to support and to defend 
myself and four companions through the Desert, whilst all 
his schemes for selling and separating us had constantly 
proved abortive. A Spanish barque had been destroyed by 
the natives on the coast of Suse, north of Cape Nun, and 
nineteen men haif been either massacred by the natives, or 
were groaning out a miserable existence in the worst kind of 
barbarian slavery — ^this event alone had furnished a piece 
of paper on which I wrote the note, at a venture, to 
Mogadore : my note fell into the hands of a perfect strange]^ 
whose name, I had never even heard of, and who w^as as 
ignorant of liiine. This excellent young man was touched 
by the same Power who had hitherto protected me: he 
agreed to pay the sum demanded without reflection, though 
his utter ruin might have been the consequence, trusting 
implicitly to the written word of a wretched naked slave ; a 
person of w'hom he had no knowledge, and who was then 
three himdred miles distant, and even out of the power of 
the government that j)rotected him ; and his impatience to 
relieve my distresses wJis so great, that he instantly paid the 
money demanded by my master, on- his simply agreeing to 
to stay in Swearah (Mogadore) until we came up, but with- 
out the power to keej) him one instant if he chose to go 
away ; nor wonld he allow time to the magnanimons Moor, 
who kindly volunteered to go down after us, at the imminent 
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risk of his life, scarcely to take leave of his family : mounting 
liiin on his own mule, and begging him to hurry on, day and 
night, until he reached us, and to spare neither pains nor 
expense in fetching us to Mogadore. 

I cannot here omit mentioning the manner in which Mr. 
Willshire got my first note. Sidi Hamet (the bearer of it) 
was one of tliose Arabs belonging to a tribe sumamed by 
the Moors sons of Lions, on account of their unconquerable 
spirit ; when he came to the gate of Swearah or Mogadore, 
he providentially was met by Rais bel Cossim, who though 
a perfect stranger, asked him, “ From whence come you, 
son of a lion?” Upon which Sidi Hamet stopped, and made 
known his business. This Moor was the only one which 
Mr. Willshire placed confidence in, or treated as a friend : 
he conducted Sidi Hamet to Mr. Willshirc’s house, and 
offered to leave his family, who were tlien sick, and to do his 
utmost to restore me and my men to liberty. Providence 
had also' caused us to be stopped at Stuka, where we had 
time to recover, in part, from our illness, and to gain 
strength enough to support us through the remainder of 
our journey; had turned the contrivanct^s of Sheick Ah 
into nothingness, and finally provided for us such a friend 
as Mr. Sprague of Gibraltar, one of the most feeling and 
best of men. 

This providential chain of events, thus planned and 
executed, even against the will of the principal agents 
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employed, filled my mind Avith unutterable thankfulness and 
wonder at the wisdom, the goodness, and the mercy of God 
towards me; and the emotions which these reflections excited 
kept me almost constantly bathed in tc^rs for the greatest 
part of a month. When I 'retired to rest, and slei^p had 
closed my eyes, ipy mind still retaining the strong impression 
of my past sufferings, made them the subjects of my dreams. 
I used to rise iit my sleep, and think I was driving camds up 
and down the sandy hills m^ar the Desert, or along the craggy 
steeps of Morocco : obeying my master’s orders in putting 
on my fe'tters, or beckets, on the legs and knees of his 
camels, and .in the midst of my agonizing toils and heart- 
sickening anxieties, while groping about my room, 1 would 
hit my head against something, which would startle and 
awaken me: then I Avould throAV myself on my bed again to 
sleep, and dream, and act over similar scenes, fearing 1 
should get out of my chamljer and injure myself in my 
sleep, 1 always locked the door, and hid the key before I 
went to bed. There nas a grating to the windows of the 
apartments 1 slept in, and I often awoke and found myself 
trying to get out. My mind at length became more composed 
and serene as iny strength increased, and by the first of 
December J was able to ride out, and to walk about the city. 
Mr. Willshire, w'hosc whole attention liad been shoAvn to me 
and my companions, tried every means to divert my mind 
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from the subject of my reflections, and would ride out with 
me to a garden two miles out of the city, accompanied by 
a Moor, where we passed away many pleasant hours, which 
were endeared by tivery feeling and sentiment of gratitude 
and esteem on the one part, arid of generous sympathy and 
god-like benevolence on the other. , 

In this garden stood a venerable fig-lrcc, whose body and 
boughs were covered Avith the names, and initials of the. 
names, of almost all the Europeans and Americans Avho had 
visited SAV'earah, or Mogadore, carved out Avith knives in 
the thick bark, accompanied Avith the dates of their several 

I 

visits, &c. This Avas a kind of monument 1 delighted to 
examine; it seemed to say that SAvearah Avas once a flourish- 
ing city, when its commerce Avas fostered by the Moorish 
government; but noAv, that superstition, fanaticism, and 
tyranny bear sway, they have sAvept aAvay Avith their per- 
nicious breath, the whole Avealth of its once industrious and 
highly favoured inhabitants ; — ^liave driven the foreigner from 
their shores, and it seems as if the curse of Heaven had 
fallen on the whole land, for in spite of all the exertions of 
its cultivators and the fertility of the soil, severe ilroughts, 
and the ravages of the locusts, have irequently caused a 
famine in that country, from Avhence Avheat was exported in 
immense quantities but a few years past for Spain and 
Portugal, at half a dollar per bushel. Not a single bushel 
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had been shipped for some years past, and at this time none 
was to be had at any price, except now and then a few bags, 
brought from the province of Duquella, which could only 
be purchased by the most wealthy : the others were provided 
with scanty portions of barley, of which they made their 
cous-coo-soo. 


T Y 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

The author’s motives for requesting of and writing dorm, his 
former Master’s Narrative of Travels on the Desert when in 
Mogadore, together with Sidi Ilamet’s Narrative of a 
Journey across the Great Desert to Totnhuctoo, and back 
again to Wednoon, with a caravan. 

F ROM the time 1 had a prospect of being redeemed from 
slavery, 1 had determined (if that should ever happen) to 
write an account of our sutferings, which I considered 
greater than had ever fallen to the lot of man, and also to 
embody such obsciTations as ■ 1 had been enabled to make 
while a slave, in travelling the Gnnit Hesert, &e. &e. for the 
satisfaction of my family and the friends of my fellow- 
sutferers. My late master was yet in Mogadore, for he 
remained in the house of my deliverer about two weeks after 
our arrival, and he now mentioned to me that he and his 
brother had been three times to Tombiietoo (as he had 
before informed Mr. Willshire) with cara\'ans, and had 
crossed the Desert in almost mery direction. 1 felt in- 
terested in making every iiupiiry that eould suggest itself to 
my mind respecting the face and the extent of the Dcscit 
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atid the countries south of it; and although I was convinced, 
by my own obsci^alions, that both he and his brother, 
probably in common with iIk' A rabs of the Desert, knew the 
courses they steered, notwithstanding they had no comjiass 
or any other instrument tt) direct them in their journeys, yet 
wishing to be fylly satisiicd in this jiarticular, I took them 
up upon the roof of the house (whitth was flat and terraced 
Avith stones laid iji lime cement, and smooth like a door) 
one clear evening, aiul then told them thatl wanted toknoAV 
by what jneans lh('y were enabled to find their Avay across 
the, trackless Desert. Sidi llamet immediately pointed out 
to me the north or polar star, and the great bear, and told me 
the -/Vrabic: names of the principal fixed stars, as well as of 
the jdanets, then visible in the firmament, and his manner 
of steering and reckoning time by the means of them. Ilis 
correct observations on the stars, perfectly astonished me: 
he appeared to be much better acquainted Aviththc motions 
of the heavenly bodies than 1 Avas, who had made it my study 
for a gri;at many years, and navigated to many parts of the 
globe by their assisUmce. To convince me that he kncAV tlie 
cardinal points, he laid tAvo small slicks across at right 
angles, one pointing directl}' toAA'ards the polar star — he 
next })laeed tAvo others across, diA'iding the circle into eighths, 
and then in like manner into sixteenths, so that I Avas satisfied 
he kne.AV the requisite divisions of the compass: and on the 
next day I requested him to give me a naiTalive of his 
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joumeyings on, and across the Desert, with which he very 
readily complied, and related as follows; — ^Avhilc I sat in my 
room with pen, ink, and paper, and noted it down, having 
tlie Moor Bel Mooden to interpret and explain to me in 
Spanish such parts of the narrative as I did not perfectly 
comprehend in Arabic. I give it to the rcjjdcr as nearly as 
possible in the words of the narrator, and do not hold 
myself responsible for Sidi Hamet’s correctness, or his vera- 
city, though for my own part I have no doubt but he meant 
to, and did tell the truth as near as his recollection sen ed 
him, and as he had a retentive memory, and the incidents 
related were calculated to impress themselves strongly on 
his intelligent mind, I have no doubt but his whole narrative 
is substantially true. 


SECTION I. 

fiidi Unmet's Narrative of a Journey from Widnoon across the. 
Great Desert to Tombuctoo, and back again to Widnoon. 

“ The first time I set out to cross the Great Desert, was 
several years ago, (about nine or ten,) being in the vicinity of 
AVidnoon, where 1 had the year before been married to the 
daughter of Sheick Ali, (a beautiful woman, who is now my 
wife, and has two fine boys and one girl.) I, with my 
brother Scid, joined the caravan at AVidnoon, by the advice 
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of Sheick Ali; we had four camels loaded with haicks and 
some other goods. The whole caravan consisted of about 
three thousand camels and eight hundred men, with goods 
of almost every kind that arc sold in Morocco. The men 
were all armed with good muskets and scimitars, and tlie 
whole under the command of Sheick hen Soleyman of Walde- 
leiin, (Woled Deleim on the map,) with four good guides. 
• We set out from Widnoon, in Susc, which is a great place 
of trade, late in the fall of the year, and travelled six days 
to the west, when we came to the last mountain — there we 
stopped ten days, and let our camels feed on the bushes, 
while half the" men Averc employed in getting wood from the 
mountain, and burning it into charcoal, which we put into 
bags, as it was light, and laid it on the camels over the other 
goods ; then setting off for the Desert, we mounted up to its 
level, which is a gi eat deal higher than the country near it 
to the north, and travelled four days on the hard level; we 
then passed amongst the high sand hills, Avliich you saw 
Avhen Ave Avxre coming up, in order that Ave might keep 
along by the great sea, so as to be sure of finding water : we 
travelled through and among these gicat mountains of sand, 
Avhieh Avere then very bad to pass, because the Avind blew so 
hard, Ave could scarcely keep together, being almost covered 
u[) by the flying sand : it took us six days to get through 
them; after Avhich the gi’ound was smooth, and almost as 
hard as the floor of a house, for ten days more, Avhen Ave 
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came to a watering-place, called Biblah; there we watered 
our camels, tor they were very thirsty, and eight of them 
had died and served us for food. Wc stopped at that great 
well seven days, and afterwards kept on our journey to th(‘ 
S. W. twenty days, to another well, called Kibir Jibl, but 
there Avas no Avater in it, and Ave were obliged to go six 
days’ journey to the; sea-coast, Avhere there was a well close 
to the sea, A\'hose Avater Avas verv black and salt: here avc 
were forced to unload tin' camels, and gel them doAvn the 
bank to the water, but after drinking, the}^ yielded us some 
milk, which had been almost tlried up before we found, 
however, nothing for them to teed on, and had been obliged 
to give them of the coals to cat once a day for many days : 
this kept them alive, but it made their milk almost as black 
as the coals thcmseh'^cs, yt^t it Avas good, and avx' were glad 
to get it. It took up six tlays to Avater the Avhole of them, 
Avhen AVC set out again, and travelled near the sea, Avhert^ AVt; 
found Avells about every ten days, like the one we had 
already visited, but very few green leaves on the little 
bushes, in the few small valleys we saw, for no rain luul 
fallen for a great Avhilc on that part of the Desert. 

“ After a journey of four moons, aa'c came to the south 
I)art of the Desert, and Avent doAvn into the country of 
Soudain, Avhere avc found a little stream of good running 
AA'ater, and some hushes, and some grass, and a very large 
tribe of Bessebes Arabs, (Libtlessebas on the map,) who had 
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plenty of bailey and maize or Indian com, of which we 
bought some, and made bread, and stopped here one moon. 
We lost on the Desert more than three hundred camels, 
Avhich died of fatigue, and the want of ivater and food, but 
not one man. All the tribes of Ai’abs we came netu*, took 
their stuff on their camels, and rode away as fast as they 
could, so as not to be robbed, and we did not find any 
•party strong enough to attack us, although we saw a great 
many tribes, but they were very poor, on the Zaharah, or 
Great Desert.'’ 1 then asked him how the face of the 
Desert looked in general, as he passed over it, taking the 
whole togethef, or if there ivas any materitd difference in 
different parts of it, near the sea-coast ? to which he an- 
swered : — 

“ The Avholc extent of the T>(^scrt neai* the sea-coast is like 
ihtit wo came over in bringing you up here, except in one 
place, where we travelled for luiarly one moon, without 
meeting with so much as one valley Avith green bushes in it 
for the camels to teed on : the Avhole is a trackless waste. 
Close by the sea Ave Avere obliged to pass mountains of sand 
that was blown up from the shore before the Avind, but the 
guides always went befoie us, to shoAV'which way the caravan 
must go, and to find a place to stop in. Our camels had 
<niten up all the coals we had laid upon them before Ave gtrt 
off the Desert, anti tAvo of them had died, so that my brother 
and 1 had only two remaining, but we kept all our goods. 
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After we had rested one moon, and got our camels recruited, 
wc set off to the east on tlie border of the Desert, close by 
the low country, with mountains in sight to tlie south, most 
of the way, and in two moons more we came near Tom- 
buctoo, where wc stopped in* a deep valley with the caravan, 
and went every day close to the strong walls of tlie city with 
our goods, (but without our guns,) to trade them off with the 
negroes, who had gum, and gold rings, and gold powder,* 
and great teeth, such as are sold in Swearah, (i. e. elephants^ 
teeth,) and slaves, and fine turbans: they had plenty of 
cows, and asses, and a tew sheep, and barleyj com, and 
rice ; but the little river tliat runs close to the wall on the 
west, was quite dry, and all die people in die city were 
obliged to fetch water for themselves to drink, with asses, 
from the great river south of the city, (about one hour’s ride 
on a camel,) and we were forced to go there to water our 
camels, and get our drink. 

“ After staying near Tombuctoo one moon and a half, 
the season being far advanced, we set out again for Wid- 
noon. I had not been in the city all the time we stopped 
here, because 1 was chosen captain of two hmidred men 
that kept guard all the time about the caravan, to keep off 
the thievish Arabs and die bands of negroes that were 
hovering aroimd us to carry off om’ camels, if any of them 
strayed away ; but vre lost only twenty during our whole 
stay at Tombuctoo, and the Sheick gave me for my trouble 



CAPTIVITY IN Till! CHEAT HESEHT. .'553 

a fine young negro girl slave, which I carried home with me, 
and she now lives with inj'^ wife. We set out for home 
from Tombuctoo in the month of Rhamadan, after the feast, 
and went back by the same route we had come — ^that is to 
say, we went first to the west# one moon, along the border of 
the Desert. We durst not take any thing without paying 
for it, because we were afraid of the inhabitants, who were 
. a mixture of Arabs and negroes, and all of them Moham- 
medans, but very bad men : they had also many white men 
slaves. I saw sixteen or eighteen myself, and a great many 
blacks. These true believers have very fine horses, and they 
go south’ to the country of the rivers, and tlicrc tliey attack 
and take towns, and bring away all the negroes for slaves, if 
they will not believe in the prophet of God ; and caiTy olf 
all their cattle, rice, and corn, and burn their houses ; but if 
they will adopt the true faith, they are then exempt from 
slavery, and their houses are spared, upon their surrendering 
up one-hall' of their cattle, and half of their rice and corn ; 
because, they say, God has delivered their enemies into 
their hands. The negroes live in small towns, fenced in 
with reeds or bushes, and sometimes with stones, but the 
Arabs live only in tents, and can move off in a minute on 
their horses, whilst their wives and children ride on camels 
and asses. Before we struck off' N. W. on the Desert for 
tlie sea-coast, we stopped in the hill country, and fatted our 
camels, and burned wood to make charcoal to carry with 
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us : M'e were encamped on the bank of a little river, one 
day’s journey from a large town of negroes, named Jathrow. 
1 did not go to it, but the Sheick did, and bought some 
corn and barley, and forty oxen for our pro\ isions. 

“ After we had prepared our coals, and laid in our provi- 
sions, we went up on to the level Desert, and set off to the 
N. \V. and in three moons and a half more we reached 
Widnoon again, having been gone almost a .year and a half. 
We had lost about five hundred camels, tliat either died, or 
were killed to give us meat, and while ive stayed at Tom- 
buctoo, and were coming home, tliirty-four of our men had 
died, and avc lost eighty slaves.” I asked him what wore 
the goods they carried down at that time ? he answered : — 

“ We had about one hundred camels loaded w'ith iron 
and knives, and two hundred with salt ; all the others carried 
haicks, and blue and white cloth, and amber, and tobacco, 
and silk handkerchiefs, and chilly weed, and spices, and a 
great many other articles. Scid and myself had lost two of 
our camels, but had got two negro slaves, and some gold 
dust, worth six camels, and ornaments for our wives : but 
Sheick Ali was not satisfied, because I did not give him two 
slaves ; so that he made war against me, and battered down 
my towMi which I built, (it was but a small one,) and took 
away all I had, together wdth my wife, because he said 1 was 
a bad man, and he was stronger than me : I myself, how'- 
ever, eseajictl, and after one year 1 asked him for my wife 
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again, and he gave her to me with all he had taken, lor ho 
loved his daughter: but 1 had no house, so I removed into 
the Sultan's dominions, near the eit}”^ of Morocco, close by 
the Atlas mountains, and Ihcd there "with my father and 
brothers two years, Avithoul going forth to trade." 


SECTION II. 

Sidi Hamet sets out on another journey for Tombuctoo — the 
caravan is mostly destroyed for want of water, by drifting 
sand, and by mutiny, ^c. — the few that escape, get to the 
south of the Desert. 

“ About that time one of our party, when we first went 
to Tombuctoo, named Bel Moese, came to see me — he was 
going to join the caravan at Widnoon again, and persuaded 
Seid and me to go with him ; so we bought eight camels be- 
tween us, and sold off our cattle and sheep, and bought 
goods and poAvder, and went Avith him to Widnoon, and 
joined the caravan. Sheick Ali came to meet me like a 
friend, and gave me two camels laden with barley, and 
wished me a safe journey. The Shcick Avho Avas chosen by 
all the people to command the caravan, Avas named Sidi 
Ishrel; he was the friend of Sidi ] shorn, who owned almost 
one-half of the whole caravan, and we set out from Widnoon, 
with about four thousand camels, and more than one thou- 

z z 2 
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sand men, all well armed. We laid in an abundant store of 
barley, and had a aireat many milch camels, and it was de- 
termined to go south across the Desert, nearly on a straight 
ctoursc for Tombuctoo, by the way the great caravans 
generally travelled ; though there had been several of them 
destroyed on that route, that is to say, one within every 
ten or twelve years. We Avent to the south, around the bot- 
tom of the great Atlas mountains, six days’, journey ; then 
Ave stopped close by it, and cut wood and burned coals for 
the camels, for the caravans never attempt to cross tlie Desert 
without this article : four hundred camels out of the number 
were loaded Avith provisions and water for the journey, ajid 
after having rested ten days, and given the camels jdenty of 
drink, avc Avent up on the Desert, and steered oft' to the 
south-easterly. We travelled along, and met with no sand 
for fifteen days ; it Avas all a smooth surface, baked together 
so hard, that a loaded camel could not make a track on it 
lo be seen : we saw no track# to guide us, and kejtt our 
course by the stars, and sun, and moon. We found only one 
spot in all that time where our camels could satisfy their 
appt'tites by eating the shrubs in a shalloAv valley, but the 
great Avell in it Avas filled up with stones ami sand, so Ave 
could procure no water there; at the end of fifteen days, 
however, avc came to a very fine deep valley, widi twenty 
wells in it ; but Ave found Avater in only six of them, because 
the Desert was very dry : here avc Avatered all our camels, 
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and replenished oiir bottles or skins, and having rested seven 
days, we departed for the south-eastward, our camels being 
well filled with leaves and thorn bushes. 

“ We travelled along three days on the hard sand, and 
then arrived among innumerable drifts of fine loose sand ; not 
such coarse sand as you saw near the sea ; it was as fine as 
the dust on a patli, or in a house, and the camel’s feet sank 
fn it every step up to their knees: after travelling amongst 
this sand (which in the day-time was almost as hot as coals 
of fire) six days, there began to blow a fierce wind from the 
south-east,* called the wind of the Desert, bringing death and 
destruction with it : we could not advance nor retreat, so 
we took the loading from otf our camels, and piled it in 
one great heap, and made tlic camels lie down. The dust 
ftew so thick that yve could not see each other nor our 
camels, and were scarcely able to breathe — so we laid down 
u ith our faces iti the dust, and cried aloud with one voice 
to (Jod — ‘ Great and merciful God, spare our lives!’ but the 
Avind blew dreadfully for the space of two days, and we were 
obliged to move oursch'es whenever the sand got so heavy 
on us that it shut out all the air, and prevented us from 
breathing ; but at length it pleased the Most High to hear 
our sup}>lications : the Avind ceased to blow ; all was still 
again, and we c rawled out of the sand that had buried us 
for so long a time, but not all, for when the company was 
numbered, three hundred were missing — all that were left 
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having joined in thanks to God for his mere}' in sparing 
our lives, — wo then proceeded to dig out tlie camels from 
the sand that had buried their bodies, Avhich, together with 
the reloading of them, took us two days. About two hun- 
dred of them were dead — ^therc was no green thing to be 
seen, and we were obliged to give the camels a little w'atcr 
from the skins, to wash their parched throats with, and some 
charcoal to eat; then we kept on twenty-four days as fast as 
tve could through the dry, deep, and hot sand, without 
finding any green buslies worth noticing for our camels to 
cat, when we came to a famous valley and watering-place, 
called Haherah. All our camels were almost expiring, and 
coidd not carry the whole of their loads; so w e threw away 
a great deal of the salt before we got to Haherah, where we 
intended to stop twenty days to recruit our beasts, but who 
can conceive our disappointment and distress, Avhen we 
found there w as no water in any of the wells of this great 
valley! not one drop of rain had fallen there for the last 
year. Tlie caravan, that amounted to upwards of one thou- 
sand men and four thousand camels when w'e set out, was 
already reduced to about six hundred men, and thirty-five 
hundred camels. The authority of Sheick Ishrel could now 
scarcely restrain those almost desperate men; every one was 
eager to save his own life and property, and separately 
sought the means of relief by running about die valley in a 
desultory manner, looking for water ; this disorder continued 
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for two days, Avhen being convinced that nothing could be 
done without union, they became obedient, and joined to- 
gether in great numbers in digging out tlie different wells. 
After digging live days Avithout the smallest sign of Avater, all 
subordination Avas entirely at g,n end. The Sheick, who Avas 
a wise and prudent man, advised and insisted that all the 

ft 

camels should be killed but three hundred, so that the little 
. Avater found in tliem, together Avith their blood, might keep 
the rest alive, as AveU as all tlic men, until, by die aid of Pro- 
vidence, they should reach some place where they could find 
Avatcr ; but the company Avonld not hearken to this advice, 

though the best that could possibly be given ; no one being 
/ 

Avilling to have his own property sacrificed. Sheick Ishrel, 
hoAvever, directetl thirty of the oldest and most judicious 
men lo pick out the three hundred camels that Averc to be 
spared, Avho accordingly selected the most vigorous; but 
when they began to kill the others, a most furious quarrel 
and horrible battle commenced. The Sheick, though a man 
of God, was killed in a moment — ^two or three hundred more 
Avere butchered by each other in the course of that dreadful 
day ; and the blood of the slain Avas drunk to allay tlie thirst 
of those who shed it. Seid was badly Avounded Avith a dag- 
ger in his arm^ — ^about five hundred camels Avere killed this 
day, and the others drank the water from their bodies, and 
also their blood. 

“ Fearing tlicre Avould be no end lo this bloody conflict 
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until all had perished, and as I had been a capttnn in the 
other caravan, and knew how to steer a course on the Desert ; 
and as both Seid and myself were very strong men, we 
killed four out of six of our own camels tliat remained, in 
the first part of the night, an.d gave their water and blood 
to the other two ; we saved a small package of‘ goods, and 
some barley, and some meat, and persuaded thir|ty of our 
friends privately to do as we liad done, and join us, for we . 
meant to set off’ that night. This was agreed on, for to stay 
there was certain death, and to go back was no less so. We 
were all ready about midnight, aiid without making any 
noise, we moved off’ with our company of thirty men and 
thirty-two camels. The night w^as very cloudy and dark, 
and it thundered at a distance, as if the Almighty was angry 
with us for fighting together; but there was no rain. We 
went towards the south-west, in the hope of reaching Tishlahy 
another watering-place, before our camels died : the Desert 
was dry 'and hard, and as we went along, we found only 
now and then a little hollow, with a few prickly shrubs in it : 
these the camels devoured as we passed among tliem ; but 
many died, so that on the twelfth day we had only eighteen 
camels left ; when tlie Great God saved our lives by sending 
a tempest of rain, but he thundered so as to make the whole 
eartli tremWe, because of our sins, and w'c all fell u|K>n our 
faces and implored his forgiveness : tlic rain that fell upon 
the ground gave plenty of water to our camels, and we filled 
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thirty skins with it; when wc steered to the south towards 
'the borders of the Desert. Nine of our company had died, 
and many of our camels, before we went down from the 
Desert to the cultivated land, and we then made to the south 
towards a little river of fresh -water, to which some Arabs 
whom we met wijh, directed us, after they had first given 
us some rice and some milk, for all our milch camels had 
‘ died on the desert. 


SECTION III. 

Sidi Hamet’s journeyings. His arrival on the banks of the 
riv€i\ called by the natives Gozen-Zair, and at Tombuctoo — 
description of that city — its commerce, wealth, and inhabi- 
tants. 

Those of us who had escaped w-ith our lives from the 
D(‘sert, only twenty-one in number, with twelve camels, out 
of a caravan of one thousand men and four thousand camels, 
stopped near a small toAvn, called Wabilt, on the bank of a 
river about half as broad as from the city of Mogadore to 
the island, that is to say, fifty yards. We had no provi- 
sions, but the negroes seeing us in distress, came out and 
gave us some meat, and bread made from barley-corn : — 
here we remained ten days to- recruit ourselves and our 
camels^ which were just alive. The river on whose bank we 
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remained, was called by those who spoke in Arabic, tl Wod 
Tenij, and by the negroes, Gozen-zair. A very high ridge 
of mountains, great like Atlas seen from Suse, (but n«t 
capped with snow,) lie to the south-westward, and at a 
distance. After resting om’selves and our camels for ten 
days, Ave set forward for Tombuctoo. .Wo travelled for 
four days to the eastward through Soudan, a liilly country, 
but of a very rich soil, and much of it cultivated with the 
hoe.” — I then asked him Avhat he meant by Soudan ? and he 
said, “ The Avhole country south of the Great Desert from 
the Great Ocean, a great way east, and including the dis- 
trict of Tombuctoo, is called by the Arabs and Moors, Sou- 
dan ; of which Tombuctoo is the capital. Having Avatered 
our camels again, and finding the hill country tedious to get 
through, by reason of the trees, wc bought some barley-corn, 
and killed two cows, and went northAvard to the border of 
the Desert, and travelled on to the eastward for eight days, 
Avhen we fell in with the great patli used by the caravans, 
and in two days more came near to the walls of Tombuctoo, 
We liad seen a great many negroes near the river : they live 
in small towns, fenced in with large reeds, to keep off 
enemies and the wild beasts in the night ; they dwell in small 
round huts made with cane standing upright, are covered 
with the same materials, and daubed Avith mud, to fill up 
the openings between them. The negroes Avere afraid of us 
when we came near their little towns, and those who were 
outside ran in and blocked up tlie passage in a minute ; but 
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linding we did not come to rob them, as the laPge companies 
of Arabs often do, but tliat we were poor and hungry, they 
were willing to exchange barlcy-com and meat for some of 
our goods. Nearly all the few things we had were expended 
to keep us alive until we came near Tombuctoo. The king 
and the people of that city had been looking out for the 
caravan from Widnoon for two moons, but not one soul had 
arrived before us, and we were permitted to go into the city 
after delivering up our guns, powder, and lead, to the king’s 
officers to keep until we should wish to depart. Tombuctoo 
is a very large city, five times as great as Sweamh : it is 
built on a level plain, surrounded on all sides by hills, 
except on the south, where the plain continues to the bank 
of the same river we had been to before, which is wide and 
deep, and runs to the east ; for we were obhged to go to it 
to water our ctunels, and here we saw many boats made of 
great trees, some with negroes in them paddling across the 
river. The city is strongly walled in with stone laid in clay, 
like the towns and houses in Suse, only a great deal thicker: 
the house of the king is very large and high, like the largest 
house in Mogadore, but built of the same materials as the 
walls : there are a great many more houses in that city built 
of stone, with shops on one side, where they sell salt and 
knives, and blue cloth, and haicks, and an abundance of 
other tilings, with many gedd mmaments. The inhabitants 
ate blacks, and the chief is a very large and grey-headed 
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old black man, who is called Shegar^ which means sultan, 
or king. The principal part of the houses are made witli 
large reeds, as lliick as a man’s arm, and stand upon 
their ends, and are covered with small reeds first, and 
then with the leaves of the. date trees : the^y are round, 
and the tops come to a point like a heap of stones. — 
Neitlier the Shegar nor his people are Moslemins, but 
there is a towm divided off" from the principal one, in one . 
corner, by a strong partition wall, and one gate to it, which 
leads from the main town, like the Jews’ town, or Millah in 
Mogadore: all the Moors or Arabs who have liberty to 
come into Tombuctoo are obliged to sleep in that part of 
it every night, or go out of the city entirely, and no stranger 
is allowed to enter that Millah Avithout leaving his knife witli 
the gate-keeper ; but when he comes out in the morning it 
is restored to him. The people who live in that part are all 
Moslemins. The negroes, bad Arabs, and Moors, arc all 
mixed together, and marry with each other, as if they were 
all of one colour : they have no property of consequence, 
except a few asses: their gate is shut and fastened every 
night at dark, and very strongly guarded both in the night 
and in the day-time. The Shegar or king is always guarded 
by one hundred men on mules, armed with good guns, and 
one hundred men on foot, Avith guns and long knives. He 
would not go into the Millah, and we only saw him four or 
five times in the two moons we stayed at Tombuctoo, wait- 
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ing for the caravan : but it had perished on the Desert — 
neitlier did the yearly caravan from Tunis and Tripoli arrive, 
for it had also been destroyed. The city of Tombuctoo is 
very rich as well as very large ; it has four gates to it ; kll of 
them are opened in the day-time, but very strongly guarded 
and shut at night. The negro women are very fat and 
liandsome, and wciar large round gold rings in their noses, 

. and fiat ones in their ears, and gold chains and amber beads 
Rbout their necks, with images and white fish-bones, bent 
round, and the ends fastened together, hanging down be- 
tween their breasts : they have bracelets on their wrists and 
on their • ancles, and go barefoot. I had bought a small 
snuff-box filletl with snuff in Morocco, and showed to the 
women in the principal street of I'ombucloo, which is very 
wide : there were a great many about me in a few mmutes, 
and the.y insisted on buying my snuff and box ; — one made 
me one oft'er, and another made nie anotlier, until one, who 
wore richer ornaments than the rest, told me, in’ broken 
Arabic, tliat she would take off all she had about her and 
give them to me for the box and its contents. I agreed to 
accept tliem, and she pulled off her nose-rings and ear-rings, 
all her neck chains, with their ornaments, and the bracelets 
from her wrists and ancles, and gave them to me in exchange 
for it : these ornaments would weigh more than a pound, 
and were made of solid gold at Tombuctoo, and I kept 
them through my whole journey afterwards, and carried 
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th«n to my wife, who now wears a part of them. Toin- 
buctoo carries on a great trade with all the caravans that 
Come from Morocco and the shores of the Mediterranean 
sea. * From Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, &c. are brought all 
kinds of cloths, iron, salt, muskets, powder, and lead, 
swords or scimitars, tobacco, opium, spices, and perfmnes, 
amber beads and other trinkets, witli a few other articles ; 
they carry back in return elephants' teeth,, gold dust, and 
wrought gold, gum Senegal, ostrich featliers, very curiously 
worked turbans, and slaves ; a great many of the latter, and 
many other articles of less importance: the slaves are 
brought in from the south west, all strongly ironed; and are 
sold very cheap ; so that a good stout man may be bought 
for a haick, which costs in the empire of Morocco about 
two dollars. The caravans stop and encamp about two 
miles from the city in a deep valley, and the negroes do not 
molest them : they bring their merchandise near tlie walls 
of the city, where the inhabitants purchase all their goods 
in exchange for the above-mentioned articles; not more 
than fifty men from any one caravan being allowed to enter 
the city at a time, and they must go out before others are 
permitted to enter. This city also carries on a great trade 
with Wassanah, (a city far to the south-east,) in all the 
articles that are brought to it by caravans, and get returns 
in slaves, elephants' teeth, gold, &c. The principal male 
inhabitants are clothed with blue cloth shirts, that reach 
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from tlieir shoulders down to their knees, and are very wide, 
and girt about their loins with a red and brown cotton sash 
or girdle : they also hang about their bodies pieces of dif- 
ferent coloured cloth and silk handkerchiefs: the king is 
dressed in a white robe of a similar fashion, but covered 
with white and ypllow gold and silver plates, tliat glitter in 
the sun; — he also has many other shining ornaments of 
• shells and stones hanging about him, and wears a pair of 
breeches like the Moors and Barbary Jews, and has a kind 
of white turban on his head, pointing up, and strung with 
different kinds of ornaments ; his feet are covered with red 
Morocco sh(Ji;s : he has no other weapon about him than a 
large white staff’ or sceptre, with a golden lion on the head 
of it, which he carries in his hand : his whole countenance 
is mild, and he seems to govern his subjects more like a 
father than a king. The whole of his officers and guards 
wear breeches tliat arc generally died red, but sometimes 
tliey are white or blue: all but the king go bareheaded. 
The poor people have only a single piece of blue or other 
cloth about them, and the slaves a breech cloth. The inha- 
bitants in Tombuctoo are very numerous ; I think six times 
as many as in Swearah, besides the Arabs and otlier Mosle- 
min or Mohammedans, in tlieir Millah, or separate town ; 
wliich must contain nearly as many people as there are 
altogether in Swearah.” 

• [Note by the Author . — Swearah or Mogadore contains 
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about thirty-six thousand souls ; that is, thirty thou- 
sand Moors and six thousand Jews : this may be a 
high estimation for Tombuctoo ; making it two 
hundred and sixteen thousand inhabitants ; yet con- 
sidering the commercial importance of the place, 
and the fertility of the country around it, tlierc can 
be no doubt but it contains a vast number of inha- 
bitants ; and I must also observe, .that if it was a 
small town, and contained the riches attributed to it, 
tliey would reejuire a very strong force to prevent the 
Arabs from the Desert, together with the* caravans, 
from taking it by surprize or by storm.J 
“ The women arc clothed in a light shirt or under-dress, 
and over it a green, red, or blue (covering, from their breasts 
to below their knees — ^the Avholc girt about their waists with 
a red girdle ; they stain their checks and foreheads red or 
yellow on some occasions, and the maiTied women wear a 
kind of 'hood on their heads, made of blue cloth, or silk, 
and cotton handkerchiefs of different kinds and colours, and 
go barefoot. The king and people of Tombuctoo do not 
fear and worship God, like the Moslemins, but like the 
people of Soudan, they only pray one time in twenty-four 
hours, when they see the moon, and when she is not seen 
they do not pray at all : they cannot read or write, but are 
honest, and they circumcise their children like the Arabs : 
they have no mosques, but dance every night, as the Moors 
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and Arabs pray. The Shegar or king had collected about 
one thousand slaves, sonic gums, elephants’ teeth, gold dust, 
&c. to be ready for the yiiarly caravans ; but as three moons 
had passed away since the time they ought to have arrived, 
he gave them up for lost, and* concluded to send a caravan 
with part of his ^oods that came across the Desert ; viz. 
some salt, iron, cloths, &c. to a large city at a great distance 
from Tombuctoo : and having formed a body of about three 
thousand men, well aniied with muskets, long knives, and 
spears, and three thousand asses, and about two hundred 
camels, which were all loaded with heavy goods, such as 
yon, salt, tobacco, &c., he hired my brother Seid and 
myself (with ten more of our companions) to carry loads on 
our two camels to Wassanah, for which he was to give us, 
when we came back, two haicks each and some gold. As 
we were completely in his power, we did not dare to refuse 
to go, and he put us under the care of his brother, whose 
name was Shelbaa, who had command of the whole caravan. 

It Avas in the month of Shual ( ) when we departed 

from Tombuctoo for a place we had never before heard of. 
We had in company about two hundred Moslcmins, but the 
master of the caravan would not pennit us, Moslemins, to 
keep our guns, for fear Ave should turn against him, if he was 
obliged to fight." 
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SECTION IV. 

Sidi Hamet sets out for Wassanah — his arrival thertf and 
description of that city^ the bountry, and its inhabitants — of 
the great river which runs near it, and of his return^ to 
Tomhuctoo — containing also the author* s geographical opinions, 
founded on this narrative, on the sources of the river Niger’ 
— its length, course, and outlet, into the Atlantic ocean. 

“ All being prepared, we went from Tombuctoo, about 
two hours’ ride, towards the south, to the baidc of the river, 
which is called at that place Zolibib, and was wider than 
from Mogadore to the island; (i. c. about five hundred 
yards;) here was a miserable village, built with canes, and 
mudded over: it had about tAvo hundretl small houses in it, 
but no walls: wc then set off near the side of the river, and 
travelled on in a plain even country for six days, every day 
within sight of the river, Avhich was on our right hand, and 
running the same Avay Ave travelled, and our course Avas a 
little to the south of east ; Avhen Ave came to a small toAvn, 
called Bimbinah, Availed in with canes and thorn-bushes, 
and stopped two days near it, to get provisions and rest our 
beasts : here the river turned more to the soutli-eastward, 
because there was a very high mountain in sight to the east- 
ward: we then went from the river side, and pursued our 
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journey more southwardly, through a hilly and woody 
country, ibr fideen days, when we came to the same river 
again. Every night we were obliged to make up large fires 
all around the caravan to keep off the wild beasts, such as 
lions, tigers, and others, wliich made a dreadful howling. 
Here was a small town of black people belonging to another 
nation, who were enemies to the King of Tombuctoo, but 
• were friendly to. the King of Wassanah; and not being 
strong, tliey did not molest us but furnished us with what 
com we wanted, and twenty oxen. We saw a large number 
of armed black men, nearly naked, on the other side of the 
river, whb seepi^d to be hostile, but they could not get 
across to attack us : yre also saw two very large towns, but 
walled in like the others we had passed ^ we stopped here, 
and rested our camels and asses five days, and then went 
onward again in about a S. £. direction, winding, as the 
river ran, for three days; and then had to climb over a very 
high ridge of mountains, which took up six days, and when 
we w^erc on the top of them, we could see a large chain of 
high mountains to the westward: those we passed were 
thickly covered with very large trees, and it was extremely 
difficult to get up and down them; but we could not go any 
other way, for the river ran against the steep side of the 
mountain; so having gotten over them, we came to the 
river’s bank again, where it was very narrow and full of 
rocks, that dashed the water dreadfully: then finding a 
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good path, we kept on to the S. E. winding a little every 
day, sometimes more to the east, then to the south again : 
wc kept travelling tliis way for twelve days after leaving the 
mountains, dmung which time we had seen the river nearly 
every day on our right hand, and had passed a great many 
small streams that empty into it : it Avas now very Avide, and 
looked deep — ^liere Ave saw many trees dug out holloAv, hke 
the boats at Tombuctoo, and they Avere used to carry 
negroes across the river, and were pushed along Avith flat 
pieces of Avood : avc also saw the high mountains on the west 
side of the great river, very plainly. Having rested seven 
days at the ferrying-placc, Ave then travelleij' on for flfleen 
days, most of the time in sight of the river. When avc came 
close to thcAvaUs of the city ofWassanah, the king came out 
witli a great army, consisting of all his soldiers, to meet us, 
but finding Ave had only come to trade by the orders of, 
and with the goods of, his friend Shegar of Tombuctoo, he 
invited the chief, and the Avhole of the caravan, to abide 
Avithin a square inclosure, near tlie Avails of the city : here 
we remained two moons, exchanging our goods for slaves, 
gold, elephants’ teetli, &c. 

“ The city of Wassanah is built near the bank of the 
river, which runs past it nearly south, between high moun- 
tains on both sides, tliough not very close to the river, which 
is so wide there that we could hardly see a man across it on 
the other side : tlic people of Tombuctoo call it Zolibib, 
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and those of Wassaiiah call it Zadi. The walls of the city 
are very large, and made of great stones, laid up like the 
stone fences in the province of Hah Hah, in Morocco, but 
without any clay or mud amongst them: they are very 
thick and strong, and much higher than the walls of Tom- 
buctoo. I was permitted to walk round Uiem in company 
with six negroes, and it took me one whole day : the walls 
arc built square, and liave one large gate on each side. The 
country all around the city is dug up, and has barley, corn, 
and other vegetables planted on it; and close by the side of 
the river, all the land is covered with rice, and there are a 
great many qxen, and cows, and asses, belonging to tlie 
city, but no camels, nor horses, mules, sheep, nor goats, 
but all about and in the city, speckled fowds abound, and 
there are plenty of eggs. The peojile of the caravan were 
allowed to enter the city, but only twenty at a time, and 
they were all obliged to go out again before night. 

“ W e had been there more than a moon, when it came to 
my turn to go in. 1 found almost the whole of tlie ground 
inside of the walls was covered with huts made of stones 
piled up without clay, and some reeds, laid across the tops, 
covered over with the large leaves of the date or palm tree, 
or of another tree which looks very much like a date tree, 
and bears a fruit as large as my head, which has a white 
juice in it sw'ccter than milk ; the inside is hard, and very 
good . to eat : the trees that bear this big fruit grow iij 
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abundance in this country, and their fruit is very plenty : 
their huts have narrow passages between them : the king or 
chief is called Oleeboo^ which means, in the negro talk, good 
sultan : he is a very tall, and quite a young man ; his 
house is very large, square, and high, made of stone, and 
the chinks filled up with something white Ijkc lime, but not 
so hard : they would not let me go into his house, and told 
me he had one hundred and fifty wives, or. more, and ten 
thousand slaves: he dresses in a white shirt, that looks like 
the one worn by Mr. Willshirc, and longtrowsers made like 
them you have on, and coloured like an orange.”* Those 1 
then had on were common wide sailor trowsets. “ He has 
over his shirt a caftan or robe with sleeves to it, made of red 
cloth, tied about with a girdle that goes from his breast to 
his hips, made of silk handkerchiefs of all colours, and has 
slips of fine coloured silk tied round his arms and legs: his 
hair is also tied in small bunches, and he wears on his head a 
very high hat made of canes, coloured very handsomely, 
and adorned with fine feathers: he has sandals on his feet, 
bound up with gold chains, and a great gold chain over his 
shoulder, with a bunch of ornaments made of bright stones 
and shells, that dazzle the eyes, hanging on his breast, and 
wears a large dagger by his side in a gold case. He rides on 
the back of a huge beast, called llfement, three times as 
thick as my great camel, and a great deal higher, with a 
very long nose and great teeth, and almost as black as the 
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■negroes: he is so strong, tliat he can kill an hundred men in 
a minute when he is mad — ^this is the animal that the teeth 
grow in which we bring from Tombuctoo to Widnoon, 
which you call elephants" leetli, and this was the only one of 
the animals I ever saw, but they told me these creatures were 
very plenty down the river from Wassanah.” This answers 
to the description of, and no doubt is, the elephant. 

“The King, of Wassanah has a guard of two hundred 
negroes on foot, one hundred of tliem armed with muskets, 
fifty with long spears, and fifty with great bows and arrows, 
with long knives by their sides: they always attend him 
when be go^s out on his beast : he has also a very large 
army: they fight with guns, spears, and bows and arrows. 
The city has tw’ice as many inhabitants in it as Tombuctoo, 
and we saw a great many towns near it on the other side of 
the river, as well as several .small settlements on the same side 
below. The king nor the people do not pray hke the 
Mosleinins, but they jump about, fall down, tear their faces 
as if they were mad when any of their friends die, and every 
time they see the new moon, they make a great feast, and 
dance all night to music made by singing and beating on 
skins tied across a hollow stick, and shaking little stones in 
a bag or shell; but they do not read nor write, and are 
heatliens. Though tlie free people in this place do not 
steal, and arc very hospitable, yet I hope the time is near 
when the faithful, and they that fear God and his prophet, 
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will turn them to the true belief, or drive them away from 
this goodly land. 

“ The principal inhabitants of Wassanah arc dressed in 
shirts of white or blue cloth, with short trowscrs, and some 
with a long robe over the whole, tied about with a girdle of 
difibrent colours : the free females are generally very fat, 
and dress in blue or white coverings tied about their waists 
with girdles of all colours : they wear a great many orna- 
ments of gold, and beads, and shells, hanging to tlieir ears 
and noses, necks, arms, ancles, and all over their hair ; but 
the poorer sort are only covered about their loins by a 
cloth which grows on the ti’ce that bears the b^g fruit I have 
told you about before.” This fniit, I imagine, must be the 
cocoa-nut, and 1 have often in the West Indies, and else- 
where, observed the outer bark of this singular palm-tree : it 
is woven by nature like cloth, each thread being placed ex- 
actly over and under the others. It appears like regular 
wove coarse bagging, and is quite strong: it loosens and 
drops from the trunk of the tree of its own accord, as the 
tree increases in size and age. I had long before considered 
that tliis most singular bark must have suggested to man the 
first idea of cloth, and taught him how to spin, and place 
the threads so as to form it of otl)er materials that have since 
been used for tliat purpose, and this first hint from nature 
has been improved into our present methods of spinning 
and weaving. 
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“ The male slaves go entirely naked, but the women arc 
allowed a piece of this cloth to cover their nakedness witli : 
they are very numerous, and many of them kept chained : 
they are obliged to work the earth round about the city. 
The inhabitants catch a great many fish : they have boats 
made of great tre^s, cut off and hollowed out, that will hold 
ten, fifteen, or twenty negroes, and the brother of the king 
told one of my Moslemin companions who could understand 
him, (for I could not,) that he was going to set out in a few 
daj's with sixty boats, and to carry five hundred slaves down 
the river, fu*st to the southward, and then to the westward, 
wheie they should come to the great water, and sell them to 
pale people who came there in great boats, and brought 
niuskets, and powder, and tobacco, and blue cloth, and 
knives. See . — he said it was a great way, and would take 
him three moons to get there, and he should be gone twenty 
moons before he could get back by land, but should be very 
rich.” I then asked him how many boats he supposed there 
were in the river at Wassanah ? he said : — “ A great many, 
three or four hundred, I should think ; but some of them are 
very small : we saw a great many of these people who had 
been down the river to see the great water, witli slaves and 
teeth, and came back again : they said, the pale people lived 
in great boats, and had guns as big as their bodies, that 
made a noise like thimder, and would kill all the people in 
a hundred negro boats, if they went too near them : we saw 
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in the river and on the bank a great number of fish, with 
legs and large mouths, and these would run into the w'ater 
in a minute, if any man went near them, but they told us 
they would catch children, and sometimes men, when in the 
boats : [these are, no doubt, crocodiles or hippopotamuses:] 
the negroes are very kind, and would always give us barley, 
com, or rice, milk or meat, if we were hungry, though we 
could not speak a language they understood. While we 
stopped at Wassanah, it rained almost every day. Having 
traded away all the goods we carried there, Shelbaa took 
three hundred slaves and a great many teeth', dazzling 
stones, and shells, and gold; with these we>'set off again, 
and went the same way back to Tombuctoo, which took us 
three moons, and we were gone from the time we left it, to 
the time we returned, eight moons. On my arrival at Tom- 
buctoo, we were paid by the chief of the caravan according 
to promise, and a few days afterwards a caravan arrived 
there from Tunis, which we joined to return by that way to 
Our own country.” 

I must here beg the reader’s indulgence for a moment, in 
order to make some remarks, and a lew geographical obser- 
vations that this part of the narrative has suggested. This 
narrative I, for my own part, consider strictly true and cor- 
rect, as far as the memory and judgment of Sidi Hamet were 
concerned, whose veracity and intelligence I had before 
tosted : he -had not the least inducement held out to him for 
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giving this account, further than my own and Mr. Willshirc's 
curiosity ; and liis description of Tombuctoo agrees in sub- 
stance widi that given by several Moors, (Fez merchants,) 
who came to Mr. Willshire’s house to buy goods while Sidi 
Hamet was there, and who ^id they had known him in 
Tombuctoo several years ago. From these considerations 
combined, and after examining the best maps extant, I con- 
_ elude that I have strong grounds' on which to found the fol- 
lowing geographical opinions, viz. 

1st. 'I’hal the Great Desert is much higher land on its 
southern side (as I had proved it to be on the north by my 
own observations) than the surrounding country, and con- 
sequently that its whole surface is much higher than the 
land near it that is susceptible of cultivation. 2dly, That 
the river which Sidi Hamet and his companions came to 
within fourteen days ride, and west of Tombuctoo, called by 
the Arabs el Wod Tenij, and by the negroes, Gozen-Zair^ 
takes its lisc in the mountains south of, and bordering on, 
tlic Great Desert, being probably the northern branch of 
that extensive ridge in which die Senegal, Gambia, and 
Niger rivers have their sources ; and that this river is a 
branch of the Niger, which runs eastwardly for several 
hundred miles to Tombuctoo, near which city, many 
branches uniting in one great stream, it takes the name of 
ZoUbib, and continues to run nearly east, about two hundred 
and fifty miles from Tombuctoo : when meeting with high 

S c 2 



3TO riley’s shipwreck, and 

land, it is turned more south-eastwardly, and running in that 
direction in a winding course, about five hundred miles, it 
has met with some obstructions, through which it has forced 
its way, and fonned a considerable fall : for Sidi Hamet, 
having spent six days in passing the mountains, came again 
near the river, which was tlien filled mth broken rocks, and 
the water was foaiiiing and roaring among them, as he 
observed, “ most dreadfully.” This must be a fall or rapid. 
3dly, Tjjat from these falls, it runs first to the south-eastward, 
and then more to the south, till it reaches Wassanah, about 
six hundred miles, where it is by some called Zolilfib, and by 
others Zadi. 4thly, That as the inhabitants of yVassanah say 
they go first to the southward, and then to the westward, in 
boats to the great water ; this I conceive must be the Atlantic 
Ocean, where they have seen j)ale men and great boats, &c. 
These I sliould naturally conclude were Europeans, with 
vessels ; and that it takes three moons to get there, (about 
eighty-fiyc days,) at the rate of thirty miles a day, Avhich is 
the least we can give them Avith so strong a current; it 
makes a distance from thcncc to the sea of about two 
thousand five hundred miles; in computing this distance, 
onc-third or more should be allowed for its Avindings, so that 
the Avhole length of tlic river is above four thousand miles, 
and is probably the longest and largest on the African con- 
tinent. 5thly, That the waters of this river in their passage 
tOAAwds the east have been obstructed in their course by 
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high mountains in the central regions of this unexplored 

continent, and turned southwardly: that they arc borne 

along to the southward, between the ridges of mountains 

that are known to extend all along the western coast, from 

Senegal to the gulf of (luinea, and to round with that gulf 

to the south of the equator: that they arc continually 

narrowed in and straitened by jthat immense ridge in which 

the great river Nile is known to have its sources ; and which 

mountains lie in the eciuatoiial region : that this central river 

receives, in its lengthened course, all the streams that water 

and fertilize the whole country, between the two before- 

mentioned ridges of mountains : the waters thus accumulated 
,1 

and pent u[), at length broke over their, western and most 
feeble barrier, tore it down to its base, and thence found and 
forced their way to the Atl^itic Ocean, foniiing what is 
now known as the river Congo. In corroboration of this 
opinion, soiiu^ men of my acquaintance, who have visited 
the Congo, and traded all along the coast between it and the 
Senegal, affirm, that the Congo discharges more water into 
the Atlantic, taking the whole year together, than all the 
streams to the northward of it, bctw’cen its mouth and Cape 
de Verd. 
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SECTION V. 

Sidi Hamet's journey from Tombuctoo to Morocco, by the 
eastern route — his description of the Desert, and of the 
country on both sides of it. Of a dreadful battle with 
the wandering Arabs. Sidi Hamet takes his leave, and sets 
out to join his family. 

“ The caravan we joined at Tombuctoo was a very large 
one, belonging to Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Fez, four 
united together. They remained near that city two moOns, 
and bought two thousand slaves, besides a great deal of gold 
dust, and teeth, and turbans, and gold rings, and chains, 
and gum; but Seid and I had only our two camels, and 
they were but partly loaded with gum, for account of Ben 
Nassar, the Sheick of the Tunisian part of the caravan, for 
there were three Sheicks in it. When every thing was ready, 
we set off from Tombuctoo, and travelled east-northerly, 
twenty days through the hilly country, crossing a great many 
little streams of water that ran to the south and west towards 
the great river, it having rained very hard almost every 
night whilst we were at Tombuctoo. 

When we were going amongst the hills and trees, we saw 
a great many small towns, or cities, most of them fenced in 
with good stone walls, but some with cane and thorn bushes. 
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The land of that country is very good, and plenty of com 
grows on it, and some rice and dates, and we saw some oxen, 
sheep, and asses, and a few horses. The inhabitants are 
Moors and Arabs mixed with the negroes, and almost as 
black as the latter ; all of our ‘own religion : they arc very 
stout, fierce men, but they did not attempt to molest us, and 
sold us every tiling we wanted at a cheap rate ; they wear 
ho clothing but*a •strip of cloth about their middles, and a 
ring of bone or ivory round the women’s ancles and wrists, 
and some beads in their hair ; they arc peaceable people, 
and never attack the caravans unless the latter attempt to 
rob them: they are armed with muskets and with long 
knives, and with bows and arrows. When they arc forced 
to fight, they do it with the greatest fury, and never take 
prisoners or receive quarter, and only defend their rights. 
Some of the people in our canivan told us, that a few years 
ago a caravan, going from Tombuctoo to Tunis, Algiers, 
&c. in passing through this country, surprized and stole 
about four hundred of the inhabitants for slaves, and a 
great number of cattle and much com, and went towards the 
Desert; but these people assembled a large host, and came 
up with them in the night near the edge of the Desert, and 
cut the whole of them to pieces, though they were more 
than two thousand men strong, and well armed ; only about 
fifty of the people of the caravan escaped and got back to 
Tunis to tell the news, and they only by riding on the SMrift- 
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est canids without any loads. After having refreshed our 
camels for ten days in a beautiful valley, where there was a 
good stream of water for them to drink, and filled the sacks 
with coals, wc mounted up to the Desert, and steered on the 
flat level away to the north. ' As we went alUng wc came to 
some small valleys, where the Arabs feed their camels and 
live on their milk, and think themselves the most learned, 
virtuous, and religious people in the world, and the most 
happy too, though they have neither bread, nor meat, nor 
honey, nor any clotliing but a rag tied round their Maist, 
and live in tents, wandering about. We steered about 
north for eighteen days, when we came to the usual watering- 
place, called Weydlah; here was a great deal of w^atcr iii a 
pond, but it was black and quite salt, like tlie water in the 
wells close by the great sea ; — it was very dead and stinking 
and tasted of sulphur ; — it is in a very deep pit and difficult 
to get at, there being only one place by which we could 
lead the camels down to the water : it is said to be very deep 
in the middle, and was never known to be dry : it was almost 
covered over by a thick green scum ; — ^^ve could see the 
tracks of wild beasts, such as tigers and lions, near the water. 
Wc had seen a great many of these animals in our travels to 
Wassanah, and when wc Avere coming from Tombuctoo to 
die eastward. Our caravan consisted of about fifteen hun- 
dred men, most of us avcU armed with double-barrelled guns 
and scimitars, and we h^ about four thousand camels. It 
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Was a long journey to the next weU ; so we stopped here six 
days peaceably, having encamped in a valley a little distance 
west of the pond or lake. We had always made the camels 
lie down in a circle, placing the goods in the centre, and 
the men between the camels and the goods ; we had two 
hundred men on^uard, and always ready for any emer- 
gency. In the night of the sixth day, about two hours after 
.midnight, we wcijj attacked by a very large body of wan- 
dering Arabs : they had got to within a few yards of us 
before they were discovered, and poured in a most destruc- 
tive fire of musketry, at the same time running in like hungry 
tigers, widi speyrs and scimitars in their hands, with dread- 
ful yellings : — they threw the whole c^aravan into confusion 
for a moment ; but we were in a tight circle, formed by the 
camels, which with the guards kept them off for a short time, 
till the whole of our men seized their arms and rallied. The 
battle now raged most furiously ; it was cloudy and very 
daik ; the blaze of the powder making only a faint light, 
whilst the cracking of musketry, the clashing of swords, the 
shouts of the combatants, and the bellowings of the wounded 
and frightened camels, together Avith the groans of the 
womided and dying men, made the most dreadful and hor- 
rid uproar that can be conceived ; the fight continued for 
about tv'o hours, hand to hand and breast to breast, w hen 
the assailants gave Avay and ran off, leaving their dead and 
wounded on the field of battle. We remained Avith our 
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arms in our hands all night. I was wounded with a ball in 
my thigh, and Seid with a dagger on his breast.'' They 
then . showed me their scars. ** In the morning we num- 
bered our men, and found tliat two hundred and thirty were 
killed, and about one hundred wounded : three hundred of 
the camels were either slain or so badly wounded, that they 
could not walk, and so we killed them. We found seven 
hundred of our enemies lying on the ground, cither dead or- 
wounded ; — those that were badly wounded, wc killed, to 
put them out of jxiin, and carried the others that could walk 
along with us for slaves ; of these there were about one hmi- 
dred. As the enemy ded, they took all their good camels 
with them, for they had left them at a distance, so that we 
only found about fifty poor ones, which we killed ; but we 
picked up two hundred and twenty good double-barrelled 
guns from the ground. The gun which Seid now uses is one 
of them ; — we got also about four hundred scimitars or long 
knives. We were told by the prisoners that the company 
who attacked us was upwards of four thousand strong, and 
that they had been preparing for it three moons. We were 
afraid of another attack, and went off die same day, and 
travelled all the night, steering to the N.E. (out of the 
course the caravans commonly take,) twenty-three days' 
journey, when we came to a place called die Eight Wells, 
where we found plenty of good water. Fifty of our men 
had died, and twenty-one of the slaves. We remained near 
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these good wells for eleven days ; our camels feeding on the 
bushes in the valleys near them, when we again travelled to 
the north-westward ten days to Twati, a good watering- 
place. For tlie last three daj's we waded through deep 
sands, like those we passed among while going from Wid- 
noon. We rested 4iere two days, and then went down north, 
into the coiuitry of dates, and came to the town of Gujelah, 
a little strong place belonging to Tunis — there we found 
plenty of fruit and good water, and meat and milk ; we 
stopped there ten days, and then the part of the caravan 
going to Tripoli left us and went towards the east, by the 
mountains, and ’the rest went on to the nordi-easterly twelve 
days to Tuggurtah, close by a mountain near the river 
Tegsah, that is said to go to the sea near Tunis ; — here we 
stopped twenty-five days, and the caravan for Tunis left us. 
Tuggurtah is a very large city, witli liigh and thick walls, 
made tight, and has a great many people in it, all _ of the 
true religion, and a vast number of black slaves, and a few 
white ones. After stopping here twenty-five days, we set 
off’ to the north-westward through a very fine country, full 
of date and fig-trees, and cattle, and goats, camels, sheep, 
and asses ; — ^we then travelled ten days to the high moun- 
tains, where die caravan for Algiers parted from us, and we 
remained with about two hundred camels and eighty men 
going to Fez. We then travelled over the great mountain, 
which we were told belongs to the same ridge we see close 
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to Morocco anti in Suse ; (the Atlas ;) and in two moons 
more we passed through Fez, where what remained of the 
caravan stopped, and we returned to our father’s house and 
our families, on the side of the Atlas mountains, near the 
city of Morocco, having been gone more than two years. — 
We brought back only one camel, and it small load of mer- 
chandize, out of the eight camels richly laden when we set 
out ; yet we thanked God for having preserved our lives — ^ 
for tlie M'hole caravan with which we started had perished 
on the Desert, and out of the twenty-eight men who left it 
with us, only four reached their homes, and they on foot, 
and entirely destitute of propert3^ I found* my wife and all 
my children and my father’s family in good health. Shcick 
Ali came to sec me as soon as he got the news of m}'^ arrival, 
and after staying Avitli me one moon, he invited me and Seid 
to go Avitli him to his place, which invitation we accepted, 
and he furnished us w ith one camel and some haicks and 
blue cloth, and advised us to go up on to the Desert and trade 
them away for ostrich-feathers, to sell in Morocco or Swe- 
arah; so being poor, Ave accepted his offer; bought his 
goods and his camel, and he was to have been paid when 
we came back. We set off* for the Desert, and had passed 
a great many tribes of Arabs Avithout finding any feathers of 
consequence, Avhen the great God directed our steps to your 
master’s tent, and I saw j’ou. I Avas once as bad a man as 
Seid, but I had been in distress and in a strange land, and 
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had found friends to keep me and restore me to my family, 
and when I saw you naked and a slave, with your skin and 
flesh burnt from your bones by the sun, and heard you say 
you had a wife and children, I thought of my own former 
distresses, and God softened iiiy heart, and I became your 
friend. I did all I could to lighten the burden of your afflic- 
tions : I have endured hunger, thirst, and fatigues, and ha\e 
fought for your sake, and have now the liigh pkiasure of 
knowing I have done some good in the world ; and may the 
great and universal Father still prot<’:ct you ; y()u have been 
true and' kind to me, and your friend has fed me with milk 
and honey ; 'and 1 will always in future do what is in my 
power to redeem Christians from slavery.” 

Here Sidi Haniet finished his narration. He then said he 
wished to go and see his wife and children, and that as soon 
as he had rested for a few days, he would set off again with 
a large company to seek after the rest of my men. The 
next morning 1 made him a small present, and Mr. Will- 
shire also gave him some fine powder and many other small 
articles. After he was prepared to go, he swore by his 
right hand, he would bring up the remainder of my crew if 
they uere to be found alive, and God spared his life ; — ^lic 
then took his leave of me by shaking hands, and of all my 
companions, wishing us a happy sight of our friends, and 
set off for his home. I did not part with him without feel- 
ings of regret, and shedding tears ; for he had been a kind 
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master to me, and to him I owed, under God, my life and 
deliverance from slavery ; nor could I avoid reflecting 
on the wonderful means employed by Providence to bring 
about my redemption, and that of a part of my late unfor- 


tunate crew. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

An acpount of the face of the great African Desert^ or Za- 
hahrah — of its inhabitants, their customs, manners, dress, 
^c. — A description oj the Arabian camel or dromedary. 

In giving an account of the Great Western Desert, orZahah- 
rah, and juf its inhabitants, &c. it must be remembered, that 
in journeying across, or on the Desert when a slave, I did 
not go over but a very small part, comparatively speaking, 
of tliat extensive region; I cannot therefore undertake to 
describe what did not come under my own observation. I 
can, however, state, wdtliout fear of future contradiction, 
the following facts, viz. that the face of this desert, from 
about the latitude of 22 degi’ees nortli, where we wdre forced 
ashore in our boat, to near the latitude of 28 degrees north, 
and from the longitude of Cape Barbas, about 19 to 11 de- 
grees west, is a smooth surface, consisting partly of solid 
rocks, of gravel, sand, and stones mixed, and in some places 
of what is commonly called soil: this mass is baked down 
together in most places, by the extreme heat of the sun, 
nearly as hard as marble, so that no tracks of man or beast 
are discoverable; for the footstep leaves no impression. 
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The whole surface is as smooth, AvJien viewed on every side, 
as the plain of the ocean unruffled by winds or tempests, 
stretching out as far as the eye can reach ; not a break that 
might sei*vc as a landmark, or guide to the traveller ; not a 
tree, shrub, or any other object to interrupt the view Avithin 
the horizon ; the whole is in apjiearanee a dreary Avaste ; the 
soil is in colour of a light reddish broAvn — not a stream of 
Avater (at least for many centuries past) has refreshed this 
region, which is doomed to eternal barrenness ; but as Ave 
Avent forward on this flat, hard surface, Ave met from distance 
to distance with small vtdlcys or dells, setAoped out by the 
hand of nature, from five to thirty feet beloAv the plain — 
those we saw and stopped in, Avere ten, fifteen, and twenty 
miles apart, and contained from one to four or five acres 
each — they seem to serve as rt;ccptacles for the little niin 
water Avhich falls on the Desert ; for the inhabitants abA'ays 
expect some in the winter months, though tlu^y are fre- 
quently cTisappointcd ; and none had fallen on those parts 
on Avhich we were throAvn for the last two years. 

It was alrcatly SeptcmlM^r, ami they were offering up 
prayers to the Almighty every <la.y, and most fervently im- 
ploring him to send them refreshing rains. Th(;sc little 
valleys arc mostly scoojjcd out in the form of a boAvi, thougli 
in some the sides arc sleep, and bottoms nearly IcAxi, and 
the whole irregular. Here groAvs a (hv'arf thorn bush, from 
two to five feet in height; it is generally scattered thinly 
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over tlie valley. I’he leaves of this shrub) which is almost 
the only one that is to be found on that part of the Desert, 
are a fourth of an inch in thickness, an inch and a half 
in width, and from two to two and a half inches in length, 
tapering to a sharp point, and are strongly impregnated with 
salt, so much so,^ that neither myself nor my companions 
could eat them, though nearly perishing with hunger and 
.thirst, and a green fresh leaf would have been a great relief 
to us, when neither meat nor drink was to be procured. 
Such is the face of the Desert over which we passed, until 
wc came within a short distance of Cape Bojador, where we 
fell in with immense heaps of loose sand, fonning moun- 
tains of from one to three or four hundred feet in height, 
blown and Avhirlcd about by every wind, and dreadful to the 
traveller, should a strong gale arise whilst in the midst of 
tlicm ; for he and his beasts must then inevitably perish, 
overwhelmed by flying surges of suffocating sand. 

The face of this part of the Desert is still die same as that 
before describctl, when laid bare and seen between the sand 
hills, by reason of the sand being blown off. This sand has 
evidently been driven from the sea-shore, and in the same 
liegrce as the ocean has retired; by means of the trade- 
wind blowing constantly on to the Desert, and that too very 
strongly in tlic night-time, through a long succession of 
ages. The heavy surf dashing perpetually among the rocks 
gradually reduces them to grit, which tlien mixes with th® 
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sand that is washed up upon the shore, where it is left by 
the tides that rise on diis coast to the height of twelve or 
fourteen feet ; — tliis becomes dried by the excessive heat of 
the sun, and is whirled about and driven bcfoi e.this constant 
gale, upon the surface, and then into the interior ol‘ the 
Desert. Such have imquestionably been the causes which 
have produced such astonishing accumulations of sand on 
that part of the Desert ; and I am further, confirmed iu this 
belief by the enormous strings of sand hills to be found all 
along the coast of Suse and Morocco, near the sea-shore. 
These accumulations are, in many parts, so gi-eat, as to 
have raised new bounds to the ocean some miles beyond its 
original limits, which have evidently been washed by the 
sea at a former period, and the intermediate spaces are filled 
np with loose sand hills; which circumstances altogether 
amount, in my opinion, to a demonstration of the origin of 
the sand on this part of the Desert. 

Some authors have supposed that there were some fertile 
spots on the Great Western Desert which were cultivated, &c. 
&c. but this is, I think, an impossibility : the whole Desert be- 
ing a level plain, it can produce neither spring nor stream of 
water»and no herbage can consequently grow tmless by means 
of rain, and this falls on the Desert so seldom, and is so soon 
evaporated, as to render even a passage across it with a 
caravan of Arabs and camels, at all times dangerous in the 
extreme, as is proved by Sidi Hamel’s narrative of his jour- 
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neys, connected with my own observations. That there are 
more shrubs growing in some parts than in otliei’s, is true, 
from natural causes. The small valleys or dells which now 
furnish a scanty subsistence for the hardy camel, and that 
only by feeding on the coarsest shrubs and leaves, serve as 
basins to catch the^litUe water that sometimes falls there: this 
is immediately dried aAvay by the intense heat of the sun, 
• which beats down.upon the surface in all parts most violently, 
ami scorches like actual fire ; — ^yet that moisture, htde as it 
is, causes the growth of the dwarf thorn-bush, and of two or 
three other- prickly plants resembling weeds ; these grow 
only among saad, and there are spots on the Desert whick 
produce a shrub that grows up in a bunch at the bottom as 
thick as a man s leg, and tlicn branches off in every direc- 
tion to the height of two feet, with a diameter or four or five 
feet. Each branch is tAvo or three inches in circumference, 
and they are fluted like pillars or columns in architecture, 
and almost square at their tops : these are armed Avith small 
sharp prickles all over, two or three inches long, and yield, 
when broken off, a whitish liquid that is very nauseous, and 
bites the tongue like aqua-fortis, so that the camels will nip 
it only when they can find nothing else: they are so numerous 
in some places, that it is difficult for the camels to get along 
amongst them, and they arc obliged to dodge about between 
these bunches. 

Tn many valleys, the thorn bushes furnish a few snails, 
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A few ground nuts are also to be found, resembling in shape 
and size small onions ; and there are also to be s(‘en under 
the shade of the thorn bushes, an herb knoM n by tlie name 
of shepherds' sprouts in America ; but like the other things 
before mentioned, they are wcry rarely to be met with. 
These are, as far as came Avithin my kno,n ledge, the Avhole 
of the productions of the Desert. 

It has been iuiaglued by iiiaiiy, that the .Desert abounded 
in noxious animats, serpents, and other reptiles ; but avc saw 
none, nor is it possiljle for any animal that rcqtures Avatcr, 
to exist on the Desert, unless it is under the care of, and 
assisted by man in procuring that necessary. arti(de. I saw 
no animal that Avas wild, except the ostrich, nor can T con- 
ceive how that animal exists Avithout fjcsh Avater, Avhicdi it is 
certain he cannot procure, nor what kind of nourishment 
he subsists on. There are neither beasts, nor birds, nor 
reptiles, to be seen on that dreary Avaste on Avhich avc 
travelled, and it is certain that there are other districts still 
worse, bearing not the smallest herb nor bush wherewith the 
camel can fill his stomach: but near the borders of tlic 
Desert, where morc shrubs are produced, sheep and goats 
are fed in considerable numbers, and Ave saiv many of those 
light-footed and beautiful animals, called the Gaze//e, tripping 
across the sand hills, and near watering-places: some 
tigers also noAV and then made tlieir appearance. Such 
is the Great Western Desert, or Zahahrah, Avhich can only 
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afford a description as dry and as barren as its dreary 
surffjce. For its extent, see the Map. 

Nearly all parts ol‘ this vast Desert arc inhabited by 
different tribes of Arabs, who live entirely on the milk of 
th(dr caiiicls, and wander from valley to valley, travelling 
nearly every day for the sake of finding food for their 
camels, and conse([nently i’ood for themselves ; they live in 
tents formed of cloth made of camels’ hair, which they ])ull 
ofl’ by haml, and sj)iii with a. hand spindle ; this they twist 
round with the fore-finger anrl thimib of the right hand ; 
atlcr they -have ptdlcd out tlie thread sufficiently long Irom 
a bnnclrof ctuntd’s hair, Avhich they hold in their left hand, 
whilst the spindle descends to the ground, when they take it 
iij) in their hand again, and wind off the yarn in a ball, and 
then s])in another length in like manner: they afterwards 
double and twist it by hand* making a thread as thick as a 
goose (piill. When they have sjnin a sufficient quantity, and 
have agreed to stop for two or three days in one place, 
(which they always do Avhen they can find sufficient food for 
their camels,) they drive into the ground two rows of pegs, 
in jiamllel lines, sufficiently wide for a tent cloth, that is, 
about two and a half feet apart : they then warp the yam 
round the pegs, and commence weaving it by running a kind 
of wooden sword through the yam under one thread, and 
over another, in the mamier of darning: tliis sword they 
carry with them, and it appears to have been used for ages ; 
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they then tuck through the filling by hand, after turning up 
the sword edgeways ; . haul it tight, and beat it up with 
the sword. They weave it the whole length which they 
intend the tent to be, and then roll up the pieces or length, 
until they have made enough to finish a tent. This, in 
my opinion, must have been the very,, first method of 
weaving practised in the world, and tlie idea, I imagine, 
was taken from a view of the outer bark of the cocoa-nut 
tree, as I have before observed. The tent is then sewed 
together with the same kind of twine, through holes made 
with an iron bodkin. After it is sewed together to a proper 
width, from six to ten breadths, they make four loops on 
its ends, by fastening short crooked sticks to the cloth, and 
two on each side. When they arc about to pitch the tent, 
they spread it out, stretching the cords by which it is fastened, 
and driving a stout peg into the ground for each cord : this 
is done with a hard smooth stone, which they always carry 
with tliem, in place of a hammer ; then getting under the 
tent and raising it, tliey place a block, whose top is rounded 
hke a wooden bowl, under its centre, and set the tent pole 
into a hole made for that purpose, and set the pole upriglit, 
which keeps the tent steady in its place. After the teiit is 
raised, all the ropes that hold and steady it, (ten in number,) 
are tautened : these ropes are made of skins partly dressed, 
or of camels’ hair, so that the tent is suspended in form of 
an oblong umbrella, and about two feet from the ground. In 
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llie ihej raise up the south part of their tents (as 

those on the Desert arc always pitched facing the soudi) 
with two small stanchions fixed under the cords that hold it 
in front, so that they can go under the tent by stooping : 
this tent serves all die family for a shelter. Each family has 
a mat, wliich serves as a bed for the whole : diey lie down 
on it promiscuously, only wrapped up in dieir haick or 
blanket, if they Jiave one ; if not, in the skin that covers 
their loins only, and lie close together, to keep off the cold 
winds which blow under the tents in the night : the children 
lie between the grown persons ; their heads are as low, and 
frc(juently lower than their feet, and their long bushy hair, 
which is never combed, an<l resembles a woollen thrum 
mop, serves them instead of a pillow. The families consist 
of the father, and one or more wives, and the children tliat 
are unmarried, (generally about four to a family, but some- 
times six or eight,) and their slaves, who are blacks. 

The rich Arabs have one, two, or three slaves, male and 
female : these are allowed to sk'cp on .the same mat with 
their masters and mistresses, anti are treated in all respects 
like the children of the family in regard to apparel, &c. — 
they are not, however, permitted to marry or cohabit with 
the Arab women, under pain of death, and are obliged to 
take care of the camels and follow them, and to do other 
drudgery, such as getting fuel, &c. but they will not obey 
the women, and raise tlieir voices higher than tlxeir master 
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or any of his children in h dispute, and consequently arc 
considered smart fellows. They marry among their own 
colour while they are slaves, with the consent of their 
masters, but the children remain slaves. After a slave 
has served his master faithfully for a long time, or has 
done him some essential service, he is made free : he then 
enters into all the privileges that the free Arabs enjoy, 
and can marry into any of their families, which he or she 
never fails to do, and thus become identified with the fami- 
lies of the tribe in which they Mere slaves, and may rise to 
the very head of it. The negroes are generally active and 
brave, are seldom punished with stripes, and tlM)sc who drive 
die camels do not scruple to milk them when tliey are 
thirsty, but take care not to be discovered: they arc ex- 
tremely cunning, and will steal any thing they can get at to 
cat or drink, from their masters, or indeed any one else. If 
they are caught in tlic act of stealing, tliey are only 
direatened, and promised a flogging the next time. The 
father of the family is its absolute chief in all respects, 
though he seldom inflicts punishment: his wives and 
daughters arc considered as mere slaves, subject to liis will 
or caprice ; yet they take every opportunity to deceive or 
steal from him : he deals out the milk to each ivith his own 
hand, nor dare any one touch it until it is thus divided : he 
always assists in milking the camels, then puts the milk into 
a large wooden bowl, which has probably been in die family 
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for ages : some of the largest bowls will contain five gallons : 
they are frequently split in every direction, and the split 
parts arc fastened together with small iron plates, with a 
rivet at each end, made of the same metal. All the milk is 
thrown into the great bowl ; then, if in the old man’s opi- 
nion, tliere is a snfhcient quantity for a good drink round, 
he takes a small bowl, (of which sort they generally have 
two or three,) and after washing or rubbing it out with sand, 
he begins to distribute the milk, by giving to each grown 
person an (‘qual share, and to the children in j)ro2ioilion to 
their size, measuring it very exactly, and taking a propor- 
tionate quantity to himself. If there is any left, (which was 
very seldom the case with those I lived among,) he has it put 
into a skin, to serve for a drink at noon the next day : if 
there is not a sufficient quantity of milk for a good drink all 
round, the old man fills it up with water (if they have any) 
to a certain mark in the bowl, and then jirocccds to divide 
it as before related. 

ITie camels are driven out early in the morning, and home 
about dark, when they arc made to lie down before the tent 
of their owner, very near, with their tails towards it: a 
doubled rope with a large knot in one end is then put round 
the knee joint when the leg is doubled in, and the knot 
being then thrust through the double part at the other end, 
effectually fastens the knee bent as it is, so that the camel 
cannot get up to walk off, having but the use of three of his 
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Iciis. This kiiul of Ixrkrt is ;ilso fixed on the knees of the 
old eainels dial lead die drove: and the otliers remain (jniet 
when iheir leaders ari" fast: in this manner ihey are snfii'ri'd 
lo lie nnlil aliont midniLdit, wIkmi diey have had tinu' to <'ool 
ami the milk lo collect in their haos — die heekel is then 
laken off, and as soon as they get np, die act which i-overs 
the bag to jirevent the young ones from consuming the milk, 
is ioosened : this is fastened on by two cords, that go over 
iIk‘ back of the camel, and arc knotted together. As each 
camel is milked, the net is carefully replaci'd, and she is 
made to lie down in the same placi' again : here they lie 
until day-light, when all the camels an* made to get u]) : a 
little milk is then drawn from each, and tlie young ones are 
suffert'tl lo suck out the lemainder. when the net isjait in its 
plai’c again, not lo be leinoxed until the following midnight. 
While the head of the family is busied milking the camels 
and suckling llu' young ones, assisted by all the males, the 
will' and fi'inah's are striking and f’okling up the li'iit, 
selecting the camels lo carry the stutV, and bringing them 
near, wluae they make them lie doivn and pack on them the 
tent and all their other materials. 'J'his bt'ing done, thi'y 
fasten a leather or skin basket, about lour feet wide, fitted 
with a kind of tree, like a saddle, on the bai'k of one of th<' 
tamest eanu'ls, in which the women plaiv the old men and 
w ouK'n that cannot walk, and young children, and freipiently 
themselves, and proceed forward accoriling to their daily 
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custom, 'i'hc Momcn take cart' ol' the stutk ami the camels 
tlial carry it, and ol' thc^ children : the otlier camels are 
driven olh by slaves, it’ they have- any, if not, In' some ot ihe- 
boys, and kept ■\vh('n' there ar<', some shrubs to be t’ouud, 
until nia;ht. 'I’lie old tnan, or head of the t'ainily, gent*rally 
precedes tlie women ami sluU', at’ter havin*;' described to 
them tlu' course they are to steer. I h* sets otf on his camel, 
■v\ ith liis mm in Ins hand, at a lull trot, and until he. 

linds a lit jdace in which to j)itcli tlu' ti'iil. when he mves the 
iidormation to his Avile, who then j)roceeds with all [)Ossibie 
dis))ateh tv) the sj)ol, unloails her eanu'Is. and lets them m* • 
then she spreai(ls lier It'ul, puls all tiie stulV under it, clears 
away the small stones, and s])n'ads h.er mat, sn'range'' her 
bowls, haul's up the skins containina; water, (it tliey have 
anv,) <>u a kind <•! iiorsj' or frame that (olds loii'ether, ikc. vV<'. 
J'hey start, loiui; beloiA- sun-risini; in the moi nini>,, and t'alcu- 
lale to pitch their tents at about (our o’clock in tlu- at’ternoon, 
i( they can (iml a eomcnienl sjiol ; olherwisi' a litfk' sooner 
or laU'r. hen one t’ainily sets otl, tlu' vihole ol that ))ar( 
ol the tribe dv.ellinii near, travel on with them; a.ml I have 
JVe(juentlv seen trom ti\e hundred to one thousand camels in 
one droM', all ii'(>iiiS ""‘kVi and I rvas jireatly sur- 

prized to see with what t’acility they eould distinguisb and 
.sejiarale lhe4n ; each knowing his own camels, even to iIk^ 
smalk'st: they woidd sometimes march together tor hall a 
day ; then in a I’ewjninutes they would sejiarale, and each 
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take his own course, and ivould generally pitch within a lew 
miles of each otlier. As soon as the place is agreed on, tlic 
men go out on their camels, witli their guns, different ways, 
to reconnoitre and see if they have enemies near. 

When they rise in the moriiing, after having first milked 
their camels, and suckled the young ones, .they next attend 
to prayers, which is done in tlie following manner : they 
first find a sandy spot, then unwrap themselves, and take 
up sand in both their liands ; with this tliey rub their faces, 
necks, amis, legs, and every part of their bodies, except 
their backs, which tliey cannot reach : this done,, as if they 
washed with water, they stand erect, facing, towards the 
east; wrap themselves up as neaQy as they can in their 
blankets or skins ; they look up towards heaven, and then 
bow their heads, bending llieir bodies half way to the 
ground twiec, crying aloud at each time, Allah Hooakibar. 
They next kneel down, and supporting themselves with their 
hands, they worship, bowing their faees in the dust, twice 
successively ; then, being still on their knees, they bend 
themselves forward, nearly to the ground, repeating. Hi el 
AHah Sheda Mohammed Rasool Allah ; then rising, they 
again repeat, Allah Hooakibar^ two or three times ; and this 
is the common mode of worshipping four times a day. In 
addition to this, at sun-setting, they implore the Almighty 
to send rain to moisten the parched earth; to cause the 
food to grow for their camels; to keep them under his 
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special care, witli their families and tribes ; to enrich them 
with the spoils of their enemies, and to confound and destroy 
them that seek their hurt : they thank the Almighty for his 
past mercies, for food, raiment, and his protection, &.c. See 
— ^they then repeat part of a chapter from the Koran, ic 
which God's pretepded promises to the faithful arc made 
known by their prophet; and repeating at all times the 
Jli el Allah^ or, “.Great is the Almighty God, and Moham- 
med is his hol3'' prophet.” Their times of prayer are, before 
sun-rising in the moniing, about noon, the middle of the 
afternoon, about sun-sotting, and again two or three hours 
after the sun has set : this makes five times a-day, washing 
themselves (at least their faces and hands, when they have 
water) before praying ; Avhen they cannot get water, (which 
is always the case ivith those on the Desert,) they perform 
their ablutions by substituting sand. Mohammed, their 
prophet, when he arrived with an army on the deserts of 
Arabia, found that there was no water cither for himself or 
his Ibllowcrs to wash in ; yet by the laws he had already 
promulgated, ablutions could not be dispensed with : a new 
chapter, however, of revelation, soon relieved him from this 
dilemma, and he directed his followers to use sand, when 
no water was to be had. In the ninth chapter of the Book 
of Numbers, it appears that Moses, in a similar dilemma, 
found it necessary to apply for a new command from the 
Lord on a particular subject. 
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The Arabs alwa3fs wash when it is in their power, before 
they eat, nor does any business divert them f rom the strict 
observaiKJc of their religious ceremonies : and with respect 
fo particular stated times, while pursuing their journeys, and 
going on in the greatest haste, when the time for praj'crs 
arrives, all stop, make the camels lie (b>'vn, and perfonn 
what they conceive to be their indispensable duty ; praying, 
in addition to tlwj usual forms, to be directed in the right 
course, and that Clod will lead them to uells of water, and 
to hospitable brethren, who will feed them, and not suffer 
them to perish far from the face of man : that he will enrich 
them with spoils, and deliver them from all' who lie in wait 
to do them mischief ; this done, they mount again cheer- 
fully, and proceed, encouraging their camels by a song, a 
very lively one, if tl^y wish them to go on a trot; if only to 
Walk, something more slow ami solemn. 

The Arabs who inhabit the Great Western Desert, are in 
their persons about ffve feet seven or eight ijiches in height; 
and tolerably well set in their frames, though lean ; their 
complexion is of a dark olive : they have high cheek bones, 
and aquiline noses, rather prominent ; lank cheeks, thin 
lips, and round chins ; their eyes an; black, sparkling, and 
intelligent : they have long black hair, coarse, and very 
thick ; and the men cut theirs olF with their knives, to the 
k;ngth of about six or eight inches, and leave it sticking out 
in every direction from their head. They all wear long 
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beards — ^Ihcir limbs arc straigiit, and they can cndvirc 
hunger, thirst, hardships, and fatigues, probably better than 
any other people under heaven ; their clothing in general is 
nothing more than a piece of coarse cloth, made of camels’ 
hair, tied l ound their Avaists, hanging nearly down to their 
knees ; or a goal-j^kin so fastened on as to cover their naked- 
ness ; but some of the rich ones wear a covering of linen or 
• cotton cloth over their shoulders, to their knees, hanging 
something like a shift or shirt, Avithout sleeves, and some 
haA^e, besides, a haick or a Avoollcm blanket, about four feet 
wule, and four yards long, which they Avrap about them ; 
but this is the case only with the rich, and their number is 
very small. These haicks, and blui; shirts, they get bom. 
the empire of Morocco, in exchange for camel’s hair and 
ostrich feathers; the only commodities in Avhich they can 
trade. The Arab Avomen are short and meagre; and their 
b^atures much hanler and more ugly than those of the men ; 
but they have long black hair, Avhieh tlicy braid and tuck 
up in a bunch on their heads, and fasten it there by means 
of thorns. They generally Avear strings of black beads 
round their necks, and a white circular bone, of three inches 
in diameter, in their hair, Avith bands of beads or other 
ornaments around their Avrists and ancles. Their check 
bones arc high and prominent ; their A isages and lips arc 
tliin, and the upper li]i is kept up by means of the tAvo eye- 
teeth. They take great pains to make these teeth project 
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forward, and turn up quite in front of the line of their otlier 
fore-teeth, which arc as white and sound as ivory. Their 
eyes are round, black, very expressive, and extremely beau- 
tiful, particularly in the yoimg women, who are generally 
plump and lascivious. The women wear a dress of coarse 
camels’ hair cloth, which they manufactui^ in the same way 
they make their tent clotli : it covers their shoulders, leaving 
their anns and breasts naked : it is sewed up on each side, • 
and falls down nearly to their knees; they have a fold in 
this, like a sack, next their skin on their shoulders, in which 
they carry their little children; and die breasts of the middle 
aged women become so extremely long, lank, and pen- 
dulous, that they have no other trouble in nursing the child 
which, is on their backs, when walking about, than to throw 
up their breasts over the top of their shoulders, so that the 
child may apply its lips. 

All the Arabs go barefoot; the children, both male and 
female, before they come to the age of puberty, run about 
entirely naked, and this exposure to the sun is one great 
cause of tlieir black colour. The males are all circumcised 
at the age of eight years, not as a religious l ite, but because 
it is found necessary as a preventive of a disease incident to 
the climate. The men are very (juick, active, and intelli- 
gent — more so, taken collectively, than any other set of 
men I had ever come across in the different parts of the 
world I had before visited. They are the lords and masters 
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in their families, and arc very severe and cruel to their 
wives, whom they treat as mere necessary slaves, and they 
do not allow them even as much liberty as they grant to 
their negroes, cither in speech or action: they are con- 
sidered by the men as beings without souls, and conse- 
quently, they are 'tiot permitted to join in their devotions, 
but are kept constantly drudging at something or other, and 
arc seldom allowed to speak when men are conversing 
together. They are very filthy in their persons, not even 
cleansing themselves with sand, and are covered wdth vermin. 
'J’he continual harsh treatment, and hard drudgery to which 
they arc subject, have worn off that fine edge of delicacy, 
sensibility, and coinj)assion, so natural to their sex, and 
transformed them into unfeeling and unpitying beings; so 
much so, that their conduct towards me and my com- 
panions in distress Avas brutal in the extreme, and betrayed 
the extinction of every humane and generous feeling.. 

The Arab is high-spirited, brave, avaricious, rapacious, 
revengeful ; and, strange as it may appear, is, at the same 
time, hospitable and compassionate: he is })roud of being 
able to maintain his independence, though on a dieary 
desert, and despises those who are so mean and degraded as 
to submit to any go\'ermncnt but that of the Most High, 
lie struts about sole masttn* of Avhat ivealth he possesses, 
always ready to defend it, and believes himself the ha])j)iest 
of men, and the most learned also; handing doAvn the 
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tradition of his ancestors, as he is persuaded, for thousands 
of years, lie looks upon all other men to be vile, and 
beneath liis notice, except as merchandise: he is content to 
live on the milk of his camels, which he takes great care to 
rear, and thanks his God daily for his continual mercies. 
They considered themselves as much aibovc me and my 
companions, both in intellect and acquired knowledge, as 
the proud and pampered West India planter (long accus- 
tomed to rule over slaves) fancies liimsclf above the meanest 
new negro, just brought in chains from the coast of Africa. 
They never correct their male children, but the females are 
beat without mercy. The men were not cruel to us further 
than they thought we were oliSlinate, and always gave us a 
small share of what they themselves had to subsist on. 

T never witnessed a marriage among them, but was told 
that when a young man secs a girl that pleases him, he asks 
her of her father, and she becomes his wife without cere- 
mony. Polygamy is allowed, but the Arabs of the Desert 
have but very seldom more than one wife, unless amongst 
some of the rich ones, who have need of servants, when 
they take another wife, and sometimes a third. 

They all learn to read and write: in every family or 
division of a tribe, they have one man who acts as teacher 
to the children : they have boards of from one foot square to 
two feet long, and about an inch thick, by eighteen inches 
wide: on these boards the children learn to write with a 
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piece of pointed reed; they liave tlic secret of making ink, 
and tiiat of a very black dye: Avheu a family of wandering 
Arabs pitch their tents, they set apart a place for a school: 
this they surround with broken shrubs in the Desert to keep 
oft the wind — here all the boys* who have been circumcised, 
of from eight to ei^^teen or twenty years old, attend, and arc 
taught to read and to write verses from the Koran, which is 
kept in manuscript by every family on skins: they write 
their characters from right to left — are very particular in the 
formation of them, and make their lines very straight: all 
the children attend from choice or for amusement. — ^I’he 
teacher, I was told, never punishes a child, but explains the 
meaning of things, and amuses him by telling tales that are 
both entertaining and instructive; he reads or rehearses 
chapters from the Koran or some other book, for they have 
a great many poems, &c. written also on skins: when the 
board is full of writing, they rub it oft' with sand, and begin 
again: they enumerate widi the nine figures now in use 
among all European nations, and in America, and were 
extremely astonished to find that I could make them, and 
understand their meaning, saying one to another, ” This 
man must have been a slave before to some Arabian merchant, 
who has taught him the manner of using the Arabic 
figures, and contrary to his law, unless indeed he is a good 
man and a believer.” The boards on which they wrote 
seemed to have lasted for ages — ^they had been split in numy 
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places, and were kt;pt together by small iron plates on each 
side, fixed by iron rivets : these plates, as well as their rude 
axes, of which each family has one, are made of tempered 
iron by the smiths which belong to and journey with the 
tribe. I saw several of them at work. I’hey burn small 
wood into charcoal, and carry it with them on camels : their 
anvil is made of a piece of iron a foot long, and pointed at 
tlie end — ^this they drive into the ground' to work on — the 
head of the anvil is about six inches over : they make their 
fire in a small hole dug in the ground for that purpose, and 
blow it up by means of two skins curiously fixed ; so that 
while one is filling with air, they blow with the other, standing 
between them — with a hand placed on each, they raise and 
depress them at pleasure. By means of a clumsy hammer, 
an anvil, and hot irons to bore with, they manage to fix the 
saddles for themselves to ride on, and to make knives, and a 
kind of ncedl€», and small rough bladed axes. This forge is 
carried about without the smallest inconvenience, so that the 
Arabs even of the Desert arc better provided in this respect, 
than the Israelites were in the days of Saul their King. 
Samuel, chap. xiii. verses 19 to 23 — “ Now there was no 
smith in all the lautl of Israel ; for the Philistines said. Lest 
the Hebrews make them swords or spears.” 

There appeared to be no kind of sickness or disease 
among the Arabs of the Desert during the time I was with 
diem : 1 did not hear of, nor see the smallest symptom of 
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complaint, and they appear to live to a vast age; there 
were three people I saw belonging to the tribe in which I 
was a slave ; namely, two old men and one woman, who 
from ajipearanee were much older than any I had ever seen ; 
these men and the woman luid lost all the hair from their 
heads, beards, an^ every part of their bodies — the flesh on 
them had entirely wasted away, and their skins appeared to 
be dried and drawn tight over the sinews and the bones, 
like Egyptian mummies ; their eyes were extinct, having 
totally wasted away in their sockets, the bones of which 
were only covered by tlieir eye-lids ; they had lost the use 
of all their limbs, and appeared to be deprived of every 
sense, so that wdien their breath should be spent and their 
entrails extracted, they would, in my opinion, be perfect 
mummies without further preparation ; for from their ap- 
pearance there was not siifiicieni; moisture in their frames to 
promote corruption, and I felt convinced that a sight of 
such beings (probably on the deserts of Arabia) might have 
given the Egyptians their first idea of drying and preserving 
llie dead bodies of their relations and friends. An undutiful 
child of civilized parents might here learn a lesson of filial 
piety and benevolence from these barbarians ; the old 
people always received the first drink ol‘ milk, and a larger 
share than even the acting head of tlie family when they 
were scanted in quantity. Whenever the family moved for- 
ward, a camel Avas first prepared for the old man, by fixing 
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a kind of basket on the animal’s back; they then put skins 
or other soft things into it, to make it easy, and next lifting 
up the old man, they place him carefully in the basket, with 
a f;hild or two on each side, to take care of and steady him 
during the march, while he seems to sit and hold on, more 
from long habit than from choice. — As sobn as they stopped 
to pitch the tents the old man was taken from his camel, and 
a drink of water or milk given him, Ibr tliey Dike care to save 
some for that jiarlicular purpose. When the tent was 
pitched, he was carefully taken up and placed under it on 
their mat, where he could go to sleep: this man’s voice was 
very feeble, squeaking, and hollow. The remarkably old 
man 1 am speaking of belonged to a family that always 
j)itched their tent near ours, so that I had an opportunity of 
witnessing the manner of his treatment for several days toge- 
ther, which was unitbmily the same. 

After I was redeemed in Mogadore I asked my master 
Sidi Hamet of what age he supposed this old man to have 
been, and he said about eight Zille or Arabic centuries. 
Now an Arabic century, or Zille, is forty lunar years of 
twelve moons in each year, so that by this computation he 
must have been nearly three hundred years old: he also told 
me that it was very common to find Arabs on difterent parts 
of the Great Desert, five Zille old, retaining all their facul- 
ties, and that he had seen a great many of the ages of from 
seven to eight Zille. He further said, that my old master 
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from whom he bought me had lived nearly five Zille or 
centuries, tliougli he was very strong and active; and from 
the appearance of a great many others in the same tribe I 
could have no doubt but they were much older. I then 
asked him how tliey knew theil* own ages, and he answered 
— “ Every family^kecps a record of the ages and names of 
its children, which tlu^y always preserve anti pack up in the 
same bag in which they carry the Koran.” — I told him that 
few people in other parts of the world lived to thi^ age of two 
Zille and a half, and the people of those countries would 
not believe' such a story. 

“ 'rhe Arabs who live on the Desert (said he) subsist 
entirely on the milk of their camels; it is the milk oi‘ an 
animal that we call sacred, and it causes long life: those 
who live on nothing else, have no sickness nor disorders, 
and are particularly favoured by heaven; but only carry 
till' same people olF from the Desert, and let them live on 
meat, and bread, anti I'ruits, they then become subject to 
every kind of jjain and sickness when they arc young, and 
only live to the age of about two Zille and a half at tin; 
most, while a great many die very young, and not one-tenth 
part of the men or Avomen live to the age of ont; Zille. I 
myself (added he) always feel Avell when 1 live on the milk 
of the camel alone, even though I do not get half as much 
as I AV'ant, for then I am strong and can bear heat, and cold, 
and fatigue, much better than when I live on tlcsh, and 
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bread, and fhiit, and have plenty of good fresh water to 
drink, and if I could always have as much earners milk as 1 
could drink, I would never taste of meat again : but I love 
bread and honey very much.” — ^This account from an Arab, 
who was my friend and the preserver of my life, and one 
who has traversed the Desert in many directions, and who 
was also a good scholar for an Arab, and on whose veracity 
I could rely, together with what fell under my own ob- 
servation, has removed all doubt from my mind on that 
subject, and I am fully of opinion that hundreds and 
thousands of Arabs on this vast expanse of Desert, actually 
live to the age of two hundred years of our calendar. My 
reasons for this belief, in addition to those already given, 
are, 

1 st. That their lives arc regular, from the day of their 
birth to the day of their dmth. 

2d. That there is no variation in their food, which is of 
the most pure and nutritive kind, and cannot cause in them 
disorders originating from indigestion, &c. &c. 

3 d. That the climate they inhabit, though hot, is perfectly 
dry, and consequently must be healthy for those born there ; 
and, 

4th. That in their wandering life they are never subjected 
to hard bodily labour, and their daily movements afford 
them sufficient exercise to promote a due circulation of the 
fluids ; nor do they ever taste wine or an 3 '^ ardent spirits. 
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being entirely out of the way of those articles, and are 
besides strictly forbidden by their religion. I am no 
physician, and cannot therefore enter into any learned dis- 
quisition on this subject, but merely give my own im- 
pressions respecting it, without pretending to be less liable 
to err in judgment than others. It cannot be doubted but 
that the Arabs existed as a wandering race long before the 
time of the Greeks, and it is possible that they possessed in 
those early ages the art of writing, and reckoned time by 
the same melhotl they do at this day ; say forty lunar 3 ’^cars 
I'or a Zille/ or century, and that in translating or (juoting 
from their wfitings, a Zille may have been taken for a 
hundred of our yt'ars. 

'J’he tribe of Arabs to which I belonged, owned four 
horses, or rather mares : they were the general jjroperty, and 
were led on milk, and watched every two tlaj'^s : with these 
animals llu\y hunt the ostrich, and with this view, having 
agreed on the time and place, the whole of the men assemble 
iM'lbre daylight on llu'ir camels, and surround a. certain spot 
of ground wh(;rc they cah'ulate on finding ostriches, with 
the horses to windward, and their riders with loaded mu.skets 
in their hands : they tluMi approach each other until they 
start the ostriches, who seeing themselves surrounded on all 
sides but one, run to the southward before the wind, followed 
by the horses, whitrh it is said run t^xtremely swift, and 
pressing on the ostrich very hard, the bird runs himself out 

^ u 
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of breath in about lhn;e hours, when the men on horseback 
come up and shoot him : but let these birds run against the 
A\ imi, and no liorsc can ovcrUikc them, for then they do not 
lose their breath. 

After my arrival at Mogadore, I heard of the Heine, or 
small swift c;am(‘l of the Desert, but I ntijvr saw any camel 
that diftered from the. common one either in size or shape, 
and can only suppose that it may be a camel of the same 
race trained I’or running swift, and fed on milk like the 
horses. 1’he common camel can easily travel one hundred 
miles in a day. A good new milch camel gives at one 
milking Avhen on the Desert about one (piart, which is very 
rich and good : this is besides what sufliccs to sustain the 
young camel, and is drawn at midnight — they only draw 
about a gill in the morning. 

Most of the Arabs are well armed with good double- 
barrelled French foAvling pieces, (which have excellent locks,) 
and with good scimitars and knives: each has a kind of bag 
to carry his slugs, Sic. in, slung by his neck and hanging 
down to his waist on the left side : their big powder-horn is 
suspended in like manner; this tontaius course powder, and 
is used for loading the muskets, but they all have a little 
horn in Avhich to carry their fine powder for priming. Many 
of the gim barrels that I suav were Avom through, and the 
holes were stojipetl up by brazing; — they have procured 
many of their guns no doubt by shipwrecks on the coast of 
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the Desert. ; many more from caravans that they have over- 
powered, and others in the Avay ol* trade from the French 
settlements of Senegal, and from Tunis, Tripoli, and others 
ports on the Mediterranean Sea. 1 did not see a single 
Moorish musket or lock during tlie time I was among the 
Arabs of the Dosicrt : they were all made in Europe, and 
generally in Paris, with the maker’s name on the locks. 
They have tolerably good powder, which they say they 
know how to manufacture, but do not make it fine, so that 
first rate English or French musket powder is much in 
retiuesl, and looked upon as invaluable for priming. Their 
swords or scimitiirs they most probably obtain by the same 
means as their muskets : they are ever ready to attack an 
infia ior, or even an ecjual foree, and fight lor the sake of 
plunder. 

'J’heir language is the anraent Arabic ; is spoken with 
gi’cat fluency, and is distinguished for its jmwerfidjemphasis, 
and elegant cadence. When they converse peaceably, (and 
they arc much given to talking with each other,) it thrills on 
the car like the breathings of soft wind-music, and excites 
in the soul the most soothing sensations ; but when they 
speak in anger, it sounds as hoarse as the roarings of irritated 
lions, or the most furious beasts of prey. They attack the 
small towns in the vicinity of the Desert, on all sides; which 
are Availed in to Avard off their incursions : if they are 
successful, they put all to the sword, burn the towns, and 
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retire again to the Desert with their spt)il. Such is tlie 
W’andering Arab of the great African Desert : his hand is 
against every man, and consequently every man’s hand is 
against him. 


DESCRIPTION or AN ARABIAN CAMEL (<R 1) UOiUED A Ri . 

The Arabian camcJ, called by tiie ancients and by 
naturalists, thi' dromctlary', is, perha])s, the most singular, 
and at the same, time one of the most useful animals in 
nature. He is, when full grown, from eight to nine feet in 
heiglit, and about ten to twelve feet in length, from the ciul 
of his nose to the root of his tail ; his body is small, 
compared with his heiglit ; his neck resembles in shape that 
of a goose more than any other animal, bi'ing long and 
slender, and it seems to grow out of the lower part of his 
body, between his fore legs : he raises his head to the height 
of his back, poking his nose out horizontally, so that his face 
looks directly upwards, and his nose bone so high as to be 
on a line with the top of the bunch on his back ; his head is 
small, his cars short; his eyes arc of various colours, from a 
black to almost a white ; bright, and sparkling with in- 
stinctive intelligence, and placed on the sides of his head in 
such a manner, that he can see before, behind, and on every 
side at the same time. His tail is short, and hangs like that 
of a cow, with a small bunch of hair at the end : his legs are 
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long and slender, though their joints are stout and strong : 
his feet are divided something like those of an ox ; but he 
has no hoof exeept on the extreme points of the toes ; 
in other parts they are only covered with skin, and are soil 
and yielding : the soles of his feet are not thicker than slout 
sole leather : he is^generally of a light ash colour, but vary- 
ing from that to a dark brown, and sometimes a redilish 
brown ; many of. them are also marked Avith Avhile sj)ots or 
stripes on their foreheads, and on different parts of their 
bodies; the hair on his body is short and line, like the 
finest of wool, and serves the Arabs instead ol‘ that necessary 
article, Avith Avliieli they make their tent cloth and coarse 
covering ; it is pulled or else lalls off once a year ; the hair 
about his throat and on the hump is eight or ten inches in 
length, and hangs down ; he has a high bunch on his back, 
Avhich rises from liis shoulders, and comes to a blunt point 
al about the centre of ins back, and tapers off to his hips ; 
this bunch is from one to two feet high above tfie back 
bone, and not attached to it nor to the frame of the camel, 
so that in skinning him, the Arabs Uike off the bunch with 
it, Avhich is larger or smaller, as the camel is fat or lean, 
lie Avho rides on a camel without a saddle (Avhich saddle is 
peculiarly constructed so as not to touch the bunch) is 
forced to get on behind it, Avhere the breadth of the body 
keeps the rider’s legs extended very A\'ide, Avhilc he is obliged 
to keep himself fi'orn slijipiiig off over the beast’s tail, by 
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clenching both hands into the long hair that covers the 
bunch. 

The camel is a very domestic animal ; he lies doTVTi on his 
bell^' at the command of his master, folding his legs under 
him something like a sheep ; ‘there he remains to receive his 
rider or his burden, when he rises at a Ayord, and proceeds 
in the way he is driven or directed, with the utmost docility 
and cheerfulness, while his master encourages him by 
singing. The Arabs use neither bridle nor halter, but guide 
and manage the camel (whose head is quite at liberty) by 
means of a stick, assisted by words and sounds of the 
tongue; having one sound to \irgc him on faster; one to 
make him go slower ; and a third, which is a kind of cluck 
with the totiguc, to make him stop. He chews his cud like 
an ox, and has no fore tcc*th in his upper jaAv ; but his lips 
are long and rough, so that he nips oft' the rugged shrubs 
■without tlifticulty, on wliich he is obliged to I’eed. The 
camel seems to lune been formed by nature to live on 
deserts : he is patient, fleet, strong, and hardy ; can endure 
hunger and thii st better than any other animal ; c an traA el 
through deep and dead sands with great t'as(', and over the 
flinty parts of the Desert without difliculty, though it is 
hard for him to go up or down steep hills and mountains, 
and to travel on umddy roads, as he slips about and strains 
himself ; but he is sure-footctl, and walks firmly on a hard 
dry surface, or on sand. I have never made the natural 
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liistory of animals luy study, and it cannot be expected tliat 
I should be acquainted with the particular formation of tlieir 
interior parts ; but I will venture to say a few u'ords in 
regard to those of the camel, without fear ol' contradiction 
from ajiy one wlio shall see and examine for himself, having 
assisted in butchoiing three camels while a slave. 

The camel is described by naturalists as 1 aving, besides 
the lour stomachs.common to ruminating animals, alilth bag, 
exclusively as a reservoir for water, where it remains w ithout 
corrupting or mixing with the other aliments; this is a mis- 
take — I'or the bag that holds the water contains also the 
chewed Itcrbagc, and is in the camel what a j>aunch is in an 
ox. Into this bag all the rough chewed herbage enters, 
where it is softened by the water, thrown again into the 
month, chewed over, and passes off by another canal, and 
the. lieces are so di'y, that the day after llu^y arc voided, the 
Arabs strike lire on them instead of touchwood or punk. 
Having to draw water for these animals, 1 am cerUiin that 
the largest sized ones drink at least two barrels of wtiter at 
one time, Avhen they have been long without it, and that the 
vyhole of the camels belongitig to the tribe by ^vhom I was 
made a slave, which were then at a w ell, did not. again get 
a drop of water within twenty days ; these camels were at 
least tw’o thousand in number, and were then on one of the 
hottest and driest parts of the Great Western Descat, Avherc 
there wars scarcely a green leaf or shrub to be found, and 
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their owners knew how far it was back to the same watering- 
place at which myself and crew were seized, and to which 
they drove them again at the end of that period — and even 
that water was almost as black as ink, owing [)robably to its 
stagnant state in the well, and vc'ry brackish, because it 
filtered through the sand beach from the ocean, which was 
not more than three hundred yards from the well ; and these 
camels went twenty days without Abater under such cir- 
cumstances I have not the smallest doubt but that they can 
go thirty or forty days without water before they Avould die, 
with thirst. At the end of fifteen days after watering the 
camels, my old master, Mohammed Bessa, killed an old and 
very poor camel, and I was obliged to assist in dressing, 
though not in eating it, for its fiesh, bones, and intestines, 
were divided among the whole tribe ; a small ])iece tc) each 
family : they cut open the paunch of this camel, (for he had 
no other bag to contain water,) and dipped out the contents, 
though thick Avith fieccs, in order to boil the intestines in it, 
as Avell as to drink. When my master, Sidi liamct, killed a 
camel to give me and my companions some meat, and pro- 
enre something to sustain us on our journey across the 
Desert, the ])aunch aa'us rolled out of the camel, and the 
Avatcr taken from it, thick as it Avas, to boil the unclcanscd 
intestines. After drinking this stuff avc put the remainder 
(about two gallons) Avith the filth it contained, into one of 
our bottles or goat skins, and it served to sustain life, though 
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llic most mnk and nauseous both to the smell and taste that 
can be imagined. 

The camel is considered by the Arab as a sacred animal ; 
with him he can transport a load of merchandise of several 
hundred weight with certiunty.and celerity through deserts 
utterly impassibltt^ with any other animal ; on him the 
waudcning Arab can fl(;e with his family from any em itiy 
• across the trackless waste one hundred miles or more in a 
single day if he wishes, and out of the reach of his pursuers : 
for the Desert, like the ocean, neither retains nor discloses 
any trace of ihe traveller. Its milk is both food and drink 
for the Avhole family, and when they have a sufficiency of 
that artic'le, they are contented, smd desire nothing more : 
Avith his camel the Arab is perfectly independent, and can 
bid defiance to all the forc^es that uncivilized foes can send 
against him ; Avith him they collect m strong bands, all Avell 
armed, and fall upon the caravans, slaying without mercy 
all they can overjiower, and divide their spoil ; should they 
meet Avith a repulse, they can dec and soon be out of sight ; 
they also attack the settlements and small walled tOAvns in 
the cultivated country near tlic Desert, and if strong enough, 
destroy all the inhabitants, and drive off the cattle ; all the 
goods of the slain they carry away on their camels, and 
return to the Desert, where no force can pursue them without 
meeting with certain destruction. 

The camePs motions are extremely heavy and jolting ; his 
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legs being long, he steps a great distance, and though he 
appears to go slowly when on a walk, yet he proceeds at 
about the rate of four miles an hour, and it is difficult for a 
man to keep pace with him without running. When the 
camel trots, he goes very fast ; tlie small trot being about 
six, and the great one about eight miles an hour — ^this they 
can do with great ease with hght loads for a whole day 
together, and will replenish their stomachs at night with the- 
leaves and twigs of the sullen thorn-bush, that is barely per- 
mitted by nature to vegetate in that most tireary and desolate 
of all regions. The flesh of the camel is good for food ; and 
that of the young ones is esteemed preferable to that of the 
ox: they bring forth a single yomig one at a time, and 
generally once in about two years, their time of gestation 
being about one year. When the camel is in a heat, he is 
extremely vicious, so that none dare come near hini : his 
organ in some measure resembles that of a horse, but it has 
a contrary direction, so that the water is voided behind ; and 
when obeying one of the most important instincts of nature, 
he is obliged to make his approach in a retrograde maimer. 
In the year 1804 I was in the island of l<anzarot(^, one of 
the Canaries, and loaded my vessel (the brig Eliza and Mary 
of New-Y ork) with barilla, which I carried to Belfast in 
Ireland ; — ^the barilla is brought from the interior ol‘ the 
island to the port on camels, from whose backs I received 
and weighed it. Their common loads were from nine to 
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twelve quintals of one hundred pounds; but many loads 
overran that weight, and one load in particular weigheti 
over fifteen hundred pounds. Those were the same kind of 
camels used in Barbary, and on the Desert, and indeed I 
never saw any other kind ; they are said to come to their 
full growth in six ^jr eight years, and to live, in many in- 
stances, to die age of fifty or sixty. 
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CHAPTER XXVIl. 

Some account of SusCy or South Barbary, am} of its inhabifantsy 
cities, See. — the primitive plough, and mode of using it — 
primitive churn, and method of making blitter. 

The country Susc, or South liarbary, is bounded by thc 
Moorish province of Hah-Hah on the cast, by the Atlas 
inounlains and the Great Desert south, and. by the Atlantic 
Ocean on the north and west ; its length from cast to west 
is about two hundred and fifty miles ; its breadth from north 
to south one hundred miles. Jn coming froni the Desert, 
its principal towns arc, TValdeleim, which is said to be very 
large and strong, and to conUiin ten thousand inhabitants. 
JVidnooh is much the largest town in Suse, and its inhabi- 
tants are computed by the Arabs at thirty thousand. Sche- 
lem contains four thousand. Stuka, where 1. Avas shut uj) a 
slave, does not appear to be a principal town, but is made 
up of a cluster of small ones, nor could I learn the names 
of the many little toAvns or castles in sight of which I passed 
coming up : it was fonnerly a kingdom, and was afterwards 
united to those of Morocco and Fez, which now form the 
Moorish empire. Suse has hoAvever become entirely inde- 
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pendent, for though the En)peror of Morocco cJaiiiis juris- 
diction over the whole of Suse, and indeed of the whole 
Desert as far south as Soudan, yet all those countries are, 
in fact, independent, and the Emperor’s pow’er extends only 
a few leagues south and west, from a line drawn through 
SantJi Cruz or Agader, and Tarudant, south to the Atlas. 

The soil of this country is very rich and fruitful ; here 
wheat, barley, a.nd Indian corn, or maize, are cultivated, 
and most kinds of kitchen-garden vegetables tlirive wdth 
great luxuriancre : the date, fig, pomegranate;, olive, orange, 
lemon, sweet and bitter almond, arga, and many othei’ fruit 
and forest treas, thrive exceedingly w^ell, and produce, it is 
said, groat abundance in their sc'asons: the*, gum arabic and 
saiuhjrach are also ])roduced tlunc in great cjuantitics. 'I’he 
country being speckled over Avith small cities, towns, and 
castles, all strongly walled in with stone laid in clay, is 
calculated to remind one of the times of tlie feudal s^'stem : 
each place is under the government of its own chic^, who is 
by common consent, the head of the family : they are under 
a kind of patriarchal government, and each individual ft'ds 
himself perfectly free and independent. In case of attack 
or danger, all unite for the general defence, under such 
leaders as shall have proved themselves brave, enterprizing, 
and worthy of command ; ami by this means they are. 
enabled to secure themselves against the frc(jucnt inroads 
and insults of the wandering Arabs, who inhabit the Great 
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Desert in their vicinity, and to repel the more formidable 
attacks of the forces ol‘ the Moorish Emperor. They raise 
great numbers of camels, horses, asses, mules, oxen, goats, 
and sheep, which are guarded by their negro slaves, (of 
whom they have many,) or by the yoimg boys, and they art^ 
driven into their towns or castles every night to prevent their 
being surprized and carried off by the Arabs, or other pre- 
datory neighbours : their horses are very handsome, strong, 
and fleet, of the real Arabian kind, and very high spirited. 

The inhabitants arc of a tawny colour, like the Moors, 
though not quite so dark, and 1 w'as informed they were 
principally descendants of the ancient inhabitants of the 
country before it was overrun by the Arabs or Saracens : 
they are in their persons about five feet eight or nine inches 
in height; stout built, robust, and athletic, and are very 
straight limbed : they have rather a round visage, with 
prominent features, black hair, sharp pointed noses, and 
great bushy beards : their eyes are black, but not so lively, 
expressive, or intelligent, as those of the Arabs: their 
moudis are wide, and their lips plump. Their dress consists 
of a kind of shirt made of blue guinea or linen cloth, or 
coarse white muslin, that passes over their shoulders, and 
falls down near their knees, but without sleeves : over this 
they wear a haick or blanket made of woollen cloth, of 
about five yards in length, and an ell in width ; this they 
wrap round them ; some of them also wear the cloak, or 
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sulain, and Moorish trowscrs; and have on their heads 
cither turbans of white cotton cloth, or a fold of their haick. 
The heads of the men are generally shaved smooth, at least 
once a month : their women, like those of the Moors, are 
not to be seen by the men, except their husbands or fathers : 
the men are ver_^ industrious, and work their laud by 
ploughing it uj) with a plough formed out of tlie trunk of a. 
tree hewn sharj) to point that projects about two feet for- 
ward, from a stout crooked limb, that serves as a beam to 
the plough ; Avhile a smaller, and i)iirticular]y formed limb, 
is used as a handle to steady and govern it. In order to fix 
their animals to the plough, they first attach them togetlier, 
say a cow and an ass, (I'or this seemed to make a favourite 
pair, and I observed a great many such pairs yoked toge- 
ther,) by fastening a rope round the horns of the cow, and 
about the nose of the ass in form of a halter : they next 
j)lacc a short piece or stick of wood, hollowed out like ojie 
end «)f an ox yoke, across the neck of each aniifial, and 
fasten it by means of a rope tied to one end of the stick ; 
this going round under their necks, is made fast to the other 
end of tlie short yok(' ; they then run a long jiole through 
under their bellies just behind their fore l(?gs, and fasten it 
there by means of two ropes, like the draw ropes or traces 
of a horse’s harness : these are fixed to the rope that goes 
rt)und the animal’s neck at one end, which pole serves for a 
yoke, and projects out a foot or two on each side : to the 
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centre of this pole the end of the plough beam is lashed fast. 
The point which enters the ground is hewn in a triangular 
shape;, but the edges soon wear off, so that it becomes nearly 
round. In loamy and sandy soils tliey plough with the 
naked Avood, but in stony places they point it Avith a round 
J)iece of iron, tiipering to a sharp point tliat lets on Avith a 
socket : it turns up the earth on both sides, and goes into 
the ground about eight inches deep, 'llie people of Susc 
and those of Morocco use only one pair of beasts, Avhatevcr 
they may be, and liaA'c lines heading from the heads of the 
animals into tlie hands of him Avho steadies the plough, by 
means of Avhich he directs and governs them :• he also 
carries a thick stick sufficiently long to reach them, Avith a 
sharp-pointed iron like a spear in its end ; by the help of 
which he pricks and goads his beasts along at pleasure. 
This instrument is an ox-goad, and no doubt is similar to 
those spoken of in Sacred Writ — 1st Samuel, iii. 1. but these 
Moors do not obey that part of the laAv of Moses ; “ Thou 
shalt not plough with an ox and an ass together.^’ Sec 22d 
chapter of Deuteronomy, 10th verse, except by sometimes 
substituting a cow instead of an ox. This, 1 imagine, was 
the primitive plough, or something very near it, and the first 
method hit upon for using it. 

I have also promised to treat of the primitive chum, and 
manner of making butter, which is simply this. The Arabs, 
or people who inhabited the country near the river Eu- 
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pluates, as long ago as tlie time of Abraham, the father of 
the J ews, and probably much earlier, knew the use of the 
camel, and actually kept him in a domestic state : they 
would very naturally feed on its milk, and they, no doubt, 
in those days, made use of the siunc means to c arry their 
Inilk about with ihcin, that the wandering Arabs do at pre- 
sent — that is, whatever milk is left of what the family has 
been using over .night or in the morning, is put into a goal 
skin, or some other skin, and slung on a camel to serve for 
drink in the heat of the day — ^thus ecpiipped, they set off 
together: ‘and when they stop to take refreshment or to 
pitch their tout, they find a lump of butter in the milk ; for 
the violent and continued agitation occasioned by the heavy 
motions of the camel, has churned, or forced it to produce 
butter ; this sim])le method was suggested to my mind by 
seeing a lump of butter in my old master’s milk bag, 
when we were wandering on the Desert — ^this must, without 
doubt, have been the first mode found out by c^riance, of 
making butter; for Avhat n^ason would he have, who had 
never seen such a thing as butter, for supposing milk 
could be converted into that substance, more than any 
other fluid ? 

The country of Suse, altogether, resembles the narrow 
country as described in Holy Writ, called the land of Ca- 
naan : its vast number of small cities, or rather castles, with 
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high and strong walls, with gates and bars, each under its 
own sovereign, must be similar to the cities there described, 
as taken and destroyed by the Jews, (together with their 
kings,) soon after they emerged from the deserts of Arabia, 
under the command of their chieftain and prophet, Joshua, 
and have, doubtless, been constructed for the same purpose, 
i. e. to guard against the irruptions of the Avandering inhabi- 
tants of die contiguous deserts, &c. The inhabitants are 
brave and warlike — all well armed with single-barrelled 
muskets, stocked and mounted in the Moorish manner, and 
with Moorish locks ; they have also knives, daggers, scimi- 
tars, and swords, and are the best of horsemen* they seldom 
or ever go out of their little cities unarmed ; but like tlie 
wandering Arab on the Desert, they are completely equipped 
either for offence or defence, even Avhen they go to visit their 
nearest I'riends. They are said to be, like the Arabs, wann 
and sincere in their friendship ; in their enmities implaca- 
ble, cruel, and revengeful ; and in trade, cunning and de- 
ceitful. 

I’hc Avholc number of inhabitants in Suse, including white 
and black slaves, is estimated at near one million : they are 
all strict observers of the Mohammedan doctrine and cere- 
monies, and appear to lx; enthusiasts in religion, though 
like the Moors they are not generally taught the arts of 
reading and Avriting, and arc in consequence considered by 
die Avandering Arabs much lx;neath them in acquirements. 
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as well as in point of natural abilities. Their language is the 
corrupt Arabic, not easily understood by the Arabs of the 
Desert, who pretend to speak and write that ancient and 
beautiful language in its greatest purity. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIJ. 

Some account of an in$urrection in Morocco — the Bashaw of 
Swearah is seized and put in irons — change of Govetmors — 
the Jews are forced to pay their tribute on turn Mohamme- 
dans — their treatment by the Moors — a Jew burial — a cir- 
cumcision — a Jewish priest arrives from Jerusalem — the 
author obtains f rom him, some account of the present Jerusa- 
lem and its inhabitants, and of the method pursued by the 
priests for getting money from the Jews in Europe and in 
Barbary — a Moorish execution and maiming — of the Jews 
in JVest Barbary. 

There had been an insurrection in the province of Du- 
(juella the last >ear, (1815,) which had spread itself into the 
province of Abdah and Siedmah, and was said to have 
originated from a false report of the Emperor’s death. ’J’he 
governor or bashaw of these provinces, whose name was 
Mohammed ben Absedik, resided in Swearah, and ha<l been 
a bashaw and a man of great power din ing nearly the whole 
reign of Muley Soliman, the present Emperor — he was the 
officer before w'hom I was carried on my arrival at Swearah, 
or Mogadore. I was informed that he had used all the 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 437 

iHeans in his power to quell this insun ection, but could not 
succeed until the Emperor joined him with an army of thirty 
thousand men, when a most desperate battle was fought, 
which terminated in the destruction of more than fifteen 
thousand of the rebels, and the remainder were reduced to 
unconditional subniission. The whole of their flocks, herds, 
and substance, fell into the hands of the Sultan, or rather his 
•black troops, who showed them not the least mercy, but 
seized on the wretched fugitives wherever they could be 
found, massacred many thousands, and carried those that 
remained of the revollers, with their families, into the pro- 
vinces that had not rebelled, where they were distributed as 
slaves. 

This war being thus terminated, Mohammed ben Absedik 
had returned in triumph to Mogadorc, or Swearah, a few 
tlays previously to my arrival there, when he caused presents 
to be made to him, Jis if he had taken possession of a new 
government. In the mean time the death of the Sidtan^s 
first minister, named Ben Slowi/, was announced ; — he had 
been the finii friend of Mohammed ben Absedik, and with the 
aid of Muley a Tea, (the Sultan’s princely tea maker,) who 
was always about his person, managed the whole alfairs of 
the IMoorish empire. Ben Slowy being dead, and Muley a 
Tea sent to Ecz to transact the imperial business in that 
quarter, the enemies of Mohammed ben Absedik (for he 
had been long in power,, and had a host of them), foimd- 
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means to transniit heavy complaints to the Sultan against 
him (Ben Abscclik) and his administration, who perceiving 
the cloud lowering upon him, set out for Morocco about the 
20th of November, 1815, hoping, by an early interview with 
the Einpenjr, to dispel the impending stomi — ^he had only 
been gone from Mogadore or Swearah ^our days, when late 
in the evening a new governor arrived, accompanied by six 
hundred horsemen. The gates had been -shut lor the night; 
the brother of the Bashaw was civil governor of the city and 
port : the Emperor’s order was sent to him over the wall t — 
the gates were soon opened and the new governor, or Alcayd, 
entered amidst tlio general and joyful acclamations of the 
inhabitants, both Moors and Jews. These ignorant and 
discontented people (ever fond of change) flattered them- 
selves that this arrangement w ould be for the better, and in 
the morning all were ready to prefer complaints against their 
former governor, when they waited on the new one, and 
made their customary presents. This governor took charge 
of the civil affairs of the city and the custom-house in the 
room of Ajjh Hamet, (or Hamct the pilgrim,) the Bashaw’s 
brother, who was ordered to repair with his family to Mo- 
rocco, and set out for that city the next day, accompanied 
by a strong guard of black troops. 

In the evening of the same day a commander of the 
troops, or military governor, arrived : he was a black man, 
and had three hundred horsemen for an escort, all of the 
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same colour: he was received with considemble pomp, and 
took on himself the immediate command. We now learned 
tliat Mohammed ben Absedik had been put in irons on his 
arrival at Morocco, and sent off to Fez, and that all his 
property was seized by order- of the Sultan as soon as it 
could be found : “ new lords, new laws,” says the old adage. 
A small vessel had arrived from Clibraltur — no goods could 
•be landed — new duties were announced, and new regula- 
tions, by which no vessel was allowt'd to be supplied Avitli 
provisions except for daily cousuin[ition : the duties and 
impositions -to be paid every day amounted to more than the 
first cost <rf the articles consumed. 

The Aloors who had rejoiced at the fall of die old Bashaw 
and civil governor, or Alcayd, soon changed their lone, and 
bt'gan to wish them back again — all the Moors in tlie town 
up to that time were considered as imperial soldiers or 
sailors, and accordingly received a monthly allowance out 
of the Beetle mell, or treasury : this was now ordered to be 
stopped from the white Aloors, but that all the black Moors, 
or negro troops, should be paid double : new offieers were 
appointed, and many of the old ones eonfined and sent to 
Alorocco, or despoiled of their property. The Christian 
mercliants residing there, four in number, were obliged to 
make costly presents to the new governor. The Christians 
are, William AVillsliirc, Esq. my deliverer, of tlie house of 
Dupuy and Willshire, the most respectable tliere in point of 
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propert3% as well as on every other account; — Don Eslevan 
Leonardi, an old unfeeling man, and his nephew, Don Anto- 
nio, French, Portugueze, and Genoese Consular Agents ; — 
Don Pablo Riva, a respei^table Genoese, and Alexander 
W. Court, and Mr. John Foxcroft, ft)nncrly respectable. 
The Jews that were overjoyed at the rpcinit change, soon 
turned their joy into mourning, when they received, a day 
or two after, an order to pay their Gazia\ or ycarh'^ tribute,- 
to the Sultan : the order was tor about three thousand five 
hundred dollars, including expenses, (for the Aloor who 
brought the order must be paid,) in a gross sum to be raised 
directly : the gates of* the Jews’ town, or Afillah, w^ere im- 
mediately closed upon them, nor were anj’^ suffered to go out 
until the money was forth coming. 

The whole number of Jews here docs not probably exceed 
six thousand souls, and they are very poor : the priests soon 
convened them in their synagogues, and apportioned th(! 
tax according to their law — they were classed thus: the 
four Jew merchants, Ren Guidalla, Macnin, Abilbol, and 
Zagur^', formed the first class, and I was told thtnr share 
was two thousand dollars or more : the few petty traders the 
second, the mechanics the thirtl, and the lowest order of 
miserable labourers the fourth class: the priests and Levites 
(who are a great proportion of their number) were of course 
exempted, as the other classes support them at all times: 
not a Jew, either man, woman, or child, was allowed to go 
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out of their town for three days, except they were wanttxl 
by the Moors or Christians to work, and not then without 
an order from the Alcayd. 

During this period I visited the Jew^s town several times, 
but never without seeing more or less of these miserable 
wretches knocked down like bullocks by the gate-keepers, 
•\vith their large canes, as they attempted to rush past them, 
when the gates \jrere opened to procure a little water or food 
for their hungry and thirsty families. On the fourth day, 
when the arrangements had been made by the priests and 
elders, they sent word to the governor, and the three first 
classes were ordered before him to pay their apportionment. 
1 knew of it, because I was informed by Mr. Willshire’s 
interpreter and broker, who was a Jew of considerable 
understanding, named lien Nahory — he was one of the 
committee of arrangement to wait on the governor. I 
wished to see the operation, and went to the house of the 
Alcayd for that purpose. The Jews soon appeared by 
classes — as they approached, they put off their slj})pers, took 
their money in both their hands, and holding them alongside 
each other, as high as the breast, came slowly forward to 
the talb, or Mohammedan priest, appointed to receive it ; 
he took it from them, hitting each one a smart blow with 
his fist on his bare forehead, by way of a receipt for his 
money, at which the Jews said, Nainna Sidi, anti retired to 
give place to his companion. 
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'rims tlicy pj occedcd through the three first elasscs with- 
out much diffieulty, when the fourth class was forced up 
with big sticks; this class Avas very numerous; (as well as 
miserable;) they approached very uimillingly, and Avere 
asked, one by one, il' they Avere ready to pay their gazier ; 
Av'hcn one said, yes, he approached as the others had done, 
paid his money, took a similar receipt, and tlien Avent about 
his business — he that said, no, he could nol, or was not 
ready, was seized instantly by the Moors, M'ho throwing 
him flat on his face to the ground, gave him about filly 
bloAA’s Avith a tliick stick upon his back and poste- 
riors, and conducted him aAvaj', 1 Avas tokl, into a dun- 
geon, under a bomb proof battery, next the AA’cstcrn city 
Avail, facing the ocean : thert^ were many served this way — 
the JeAVs’ toAvn was tdl this time strongly guarded, anti 
stri^^tIy Avatched. At the end of three days more, 1 Avas 
informed that those Avho Avere t;onfined in the dungeon 
Avere brought forth, but 1 did not see them : the friends of 
these poor creatures had made up the money, and they 
w'cre dismissed : Avhilst the others, after receiving more 
stripes, Avere remanded and put in irons. Jlei’ore the next 
three days had expired, many of tliem clianged their reli- 
gion, Avere received by the Moors as brothers, and Avere 
taken to the inos{|ue, and highly feasted, but Avere held 
responsible for the last tax notAvithstanding. The four 
above-named Jew juerchants, in Swearah or Mogadore, live 
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in liigh st3^1e ; arc alisolute in the Jews’ town, and manage 
nearly all the English trade at Mogadore: at present, their 
stores are allowed to be kept in the fortress part of the town, 
or el Ksebbah, where Guidalla and Macfiin arc pt;nnitted 
to reside and stay at night,- by pa^dng a handsome sum to 
sfovernment. 

1 had the pleasure to sec two brigs arrive Irom England, 
and to receive a.letter from Mr. Simpson at Tangier, and a. 
kind letUn* from Mr. Sprague at GibralUir, which are before 
mentioned and inserted. 'J’wo days afU'r the arrival of these 
\essels from London, the one commanded by Captain 
Mackay; and the other by Captain Henderson, 1 went down 
to the water port to sec thesci gentlemen when they should 
land in the morning: on my arrival there, 1 saw a gi*eat con- 
course of soldiers, and on inquiring the cause, found tliat 
an execution Avas about to take place, and some malefactors 
wci'e the same time to be maimed, ’fhe governor arrived at 
this moment, and the ])risonci's Avere driven in AA’ith their 
hands tied : the order for punishment Avas read by the Cadi 
or Judge, and the euljirits tohl to prepare theinsch'es, Avhich 
lliey did by saying. Hi el Allah Sheda Mohammed Rasool 
Allah, and worshipping. They Avere then made to sit down 
111 a line upon their legs on the ground; a butcher then 
came forAvard Avith a sharj) knile in his hand ; he seized the 
lirst in the line on the left, by the beard, Avith his left hmid ; 
Iavo men Avere at the same time holding the ])risoncr’s hands: 
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the butcher began cutting very leisurely with his knife round 
the neck, (which was a very thick one,) and kept cutting to 
the bones until the flesh was separated ; he then shoved the 
head violently from side to side, cutting in Avith the point ol’ 
the knife to divide the sinews; which he s(*enied to search 
out among the streams of blood, one by o,ne : he finally got 
the head off, ami threAV it on a mat that was spread to re- 
ceive die mutilated limbs of the others. There were eight 
more Avho Averc sentenced to lose a leg and an ann each, 
and nine to lose only one arm. The butcher began to am- 
putate the legs at the knee joint, by cutting the flesh and 
sincAvs around with his knife, Avhich he sharpened from time 
to time on a stone : he Avould then part the joint by break- 
ing it short over his knee, as a butcher Avould part the joint 
in the leg of an ox. Having in this manner got off the leg, 
and throAvn it on the mat, he proceeded to take off the arm 
at the elbow, in the same leisurely and clumsy manner; 
he seemed, hoAvcver, to improve by practice, so that he 
carved off the hands of tlie last eight at their Avrists, in a 
very short time — ^this done, they next proceeded to take up 
the arteries, and apply a plaster, which Avas soon accom- 
plished by dipping the stumps into a kettle of boiling pitch 
that stood near, or something that had the same appearance 
and smell. Is not this last circumstance an improvement in 
surgery? They then carried the lifeless trunk and mutilated 
bodies, with the head and other limbs, to the market : tlie 
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head and limbs were carried on a mat by six men, who were 
making as much sport as possible, for the spectators : the 
bodies were thrown across jackasses, and they were ex- 
posed in the most public part of the market place, nearly 
the whole day. The two governors, and other officers who 
were piesent during the execution of the sentence, were 
sitting on the ground n(‘xt to a wall, aj)pearing cjuitc uncon- 
cerned, and were, conversing gaily on other subjects. The 
Moors, who came from mere curiosity, did not show the 
least mark of' disapprobation, or any signs of hon’or : they 
jested w ith • the butcher, w'ho seemed highly gratified with 
tiie part he was acting. 

1 now asked Rais bel Cossim, who attcinded me, concern- 
ing the mode of procuring an executioner, &c. &c. He told 
me, that Avhen an order came to execute or maim any 
tmlprits, it generally embraced several at the same time, so 
as lo make but one job of it: that the butchers were called on 
by die Alcayd or governor, and forced to find one out of 
their number to do this work: that they then made up a 
purse agreeably to a rule, made among tlicmselves in such 
cases ; that is, two and a half ducats per man for cutting off 
heads, and two ducats per man for maiming ; (two and a 
half ducats make one dollar, or forty cents per ducat ;) they 
tlien question each other to know who will accept of the 
money, and do the job : if no one appears willing, tlicy cast 
lots, and the one on Avhom it falls, is obliged to undertake it : 
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this man is protected by the governor for twenty-four hours 
after the execution, wlien he is left to take caie of himself, 
brave the public odium, and the revenge of the friends of 
the sufferer ; or else to fly : he generally goes off' the first 
night afterwards to some other place, and ne\'er returns : his 
wife, if he has one, can be divorced frotn liim by applyijig 
to the Cadi or Judge, and swearing, that as her husband has 
served as an executioner, she is afraid to Uve with him, lest 
he should be tempted to commit some violence on her, in a 
similar way. 

The butcher who acted on the present occasion, \v’as a 
voluntary executioner for forty-eight dncRtS, and he de- 
camped the next night, leaving, as T was informed, a wife 
and seven children to shift for themselves : he was })oor, and 
carried away his wages of death with him. Mr. VVillshiri; 
and Don Pablo Ri\'a confinned this statement. 

Taking a walk round the walls of the city one day, to 
make observations on it at low water, in company with Mr. 
Savage, and being escorted by a Moor, in order to protect 
us from insults, we came to the Jews’ burial place: it is 
situated a little without the walls, and on the north side of 
the city, near the ruins of a couple of M'ind-mills, Avhich I 
was informed, used to do all the grinding for the city ; but 
this work is now performed in the toAvn by horse-rnills. On 
our approach, wi; obst'rvcd a great concourse of Jew Avomen, 
and heard a great outcry ; curiosity led us to the spot 
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wJiorc they were collected ; here was a newly tlug grave, 
and tlie dead body of a man lying on the ground near it, 
enveloped in a cotton wrapper, with his face partly covered : 
some men iverc busied in clearing out and preparing the 
grave; others had brought and- were bringing lime, moilar, 
and stones, to fill it up with ; whilst upwards of one hundred 
women were standing in a circle eastward of the grave, 
howling in an extraordinary manner. On a nearer approach, 
1 observed about a do;?en women in tattered garments, \\ho 
I'ormed an inner circle. As 1 gazed with ])ity on this spec- 
tacle, these twelve women, who were before quiet, seemed to 
be seized with 'a' sudden paroxysm of grief, and they began 
to apjiroach each other with their hands iqililled above their 
heads; stretching the palms toivards each other’s faces, and 
commenced howling, at first modemtely, but Avhich soon 
iiK'reased to wailings the most violent, and yeilings that it is 
impossible to describe: they tore their faces ivith their long 
finger-nails, and made the most hideous contortions of their 
features: the mania was now communicated to all the women 
pi'csenl, who joined in the lamentation, but the othei’s did not 
tear their face's like the twelve, who kept it uj), stamping 
Avith their feet, and going round in their circle; their blood 
and perspiration mixing U)gcther, and streaming from their 
faces, ran all o\er their filthy garments, aiul dyed them red 
in streaks fioni head to fool: this paroxysm lasted fifteen or 
twenty minutes, Avheii tliev were so much exliauslcd as to be 
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under the necessity of ceasing for a few moments, to take 
breath, when they commenced again, and went over the same 
ceremoii}', seemingly with redoubled vigour. The gmve 
being at last ready, the body was put in by th<‘- men, who 
then built up over it a wall, of mason-work, eveti with the 
surface of the ground. The grave was dug in a direction 
north and south; the head was placed toward the south, 
and space enough left on one side of th^ body to support 
the weight t)f the mason-work, without bearing upon the 
corpse: they next rolled a stone on it, fonned of lime and 
small pebbles about two feet sijuare, and as Jong as the 
grave; this they placed level on a bed of lime mortar, and 
then retired without speaking, except as much as was neces- 
sary to prompt mutual assistance: the women all this time 
keeping up their bowlings. After the men had retired, the 
women ceased their wailings, and seating themselves 
alongside the wind-mill, were refreshed by eating cakes, 
and drinking copious draughts of annisecd, Jew brandy, 
which had been previously prepared for the purpose, and 
they soon became as merry in reality, as they had before 
appeared to lx; sad. While these women ^rere regaling 
tliemselvcs in this manner, I observed an old woman washing 
the corpse of a child of about two years old, in the surf: 
she then wmpped it up in a dirty piece of Avoollcn cloth, 
and carried it to a man who had been digging a hole for it 
in the side of another grave, where he shoved it in ; put 
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a flat stone before it ; filled up the hole with stone and lime, 
and went away: one woman only attended the burial of the 
child, besides her who wrapped it up ; and this must have 
been its mother, as I judged from her emotions : she sobbed 
aloud, while an abundance of tears trickled down her wo- 
worn cheeks. I concluded she was poor and a widow ; not 
a soul seemed to join her, or pay die least attention to her 
■grief. After a short pause, she kissed the stone that covered, 
I presume, the remains of both her husband and child ; wet 
it with her tears ; wijjcd it witli a clean white cloth she had in 
her hand, and returned weeping, amid the brutal scofis of 
the Moorish boys, as she dragged herself along towards her 
cheerless abode. The women who had assisted at the other 
burial, had by this time ended their repast, and they went 
round amongst the graves ; many kissed their hands, and 
laid them on the grave-stones of their deceased relations, 
while others kissed the rude resemblance of a face carved 
on the stone ; others plucked up the weeds and grass that 
encroached on the grave, or replaced the earth and small 
stones which had been dug out by the rats, or broken off by 
the corroding tooth of time. 

On my way home to Mr. Willshirc’s house, I learned tliat 
the corpse of the man that was buried, was that of a Levite, 
who was poor, and had not been able for a long time to 
perform the duties of his office, and was buried by charity ; 

I also learned from Ben Nahory, Mr. Willshire's interpreter, 
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that a priest had arrived from Jerusalem to gather the 
tribute paid yearly by all the Jews iu ]iarbary towards the 
supjiort of the few Jewish priests who are pta iiiitted to reside 
iu Jerusalem, by paying a tribute to the Grand Seignior, or 
Sultan of tlie Turkish empire, and for purposes of traffic ; 
this is called a voluntary contribution for the support of 
Jerusalem. All the Jews in these countries believe that their 
nation is one day to sway the sceptre of universal dominion, 
and that Jerusalem must be kept as a kind of jiossession 
until the time arrives predicted by their prophets, when tlie 
little stone is to be cut out without hands from the mountain 
of Jerusalem, and is to fill the whole earth. This and other 
predictions, constantly and adroitly handled by the crafty 
priests, together with the miseries inflicted on the Jews in 
Barbary by tlie merciless Moors, tend to nurse their natural 
superstitions, and render them completely subservient to tlie 
will of those who are considered their spiritual guides, and 
who rob them without mercy, under the pretext of applying 
the money to good purposes. 

A schooner arrived from Gibraltar under the English flag, 
though a Genoese vessel, as the Barbary powci s were at war 
with Genoa — she brought a cargo of dry goods, iron, steel, 
cotton, &c. to Ben Zagury, a Jew; one of his sons came 
passenger in the vessel : his name was Elio Zagury ; he was 
a young Jew, was dressed in the European fashion, had 
been educated in England, and spoke the English language 
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fluently. As soon as he liad seen his father, he called on 
Mr. Willshire, and to see me ; expressed great joy at my 
dcliveran(^e, and invited Mr. Willshire, myself, and Mr. 
Savage, to dine with him at his father’s the next Saturday : 
the invitation was accepted, Ixicause I Avanted to learn some 
of the JcAvish customs, and get acquainted with the priest 
from Jerusalt'm, who was a guest in his father’s house. On 
■ our arrival there,. I was presented to the priest; — ^lie was a 
man of middling stature, dark complexion, short hair, and a 
most venerable, inanl}'^ beard, that reached down nearly to 
his ccinture^ or girdle : his dress was a brown striped mantle, 
that buttoned c‘k>s<*, round the neck, and fell loosely to his 
feet, on wdiich he had a pair of black slippers, down at the 
heel, as is the custom of Moorish Jews : his head tvas 
covered with a camblet coloured turban, very high : in liis 
hand he held a string of very large beatls, which he tvas 
continually counting or telling over ; his mantle was girl 
above his hips Avith a brown silk girdle that took’sCA’^eral 
turns round him ; and was about six inches Avide. I ac* 
costed him in Spanish, Avhich lie spoke \"ery fluently — and 
made inquiries of him respecting the present city of 
Jerusalem and its inhabitants. From his ansAvers (as he Avas 
very intelligent) I learned that Jerusalem noAV contains 
thirty thousand Turks, and twenty thousand Jews, Armenians, 
and Greeks : that a very brisk trade is carried on there, 
principally by Jews, between it, Persia, Constantinople, and 
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Jaiia, wliich Jews are permitted to reside there and trade, 
on paying a tribute to the Grand Seignior : that the language 
mostly spoken by the Jews at Jerusalem is the Spanish : 
that there is a convent of Christian monks near it, containing 
a number of St. Francisco’s order. 


The walls of Jerusalem are strong and well built: all 
religious denominations are there tolerated by paying con- 
tributions, and protected by order of thq Grand Seignior, 
provided they pay the soldiers well for their trouble. The 
name of this priest was Abraham hen Nassar: he said he 
should get about twenty thousand dollars from the Jews in 
the Moorish dominions, and carry the amount of con- 
tributions in gold, embarking again at Tangier for Gibraltar, 
where he should deposit the money while he went to England, 
France, Holland, and Germany, for the same purpose ; that 
there were six more associated with him on the collecting 
expeditions ; one of them had gone to Alexandria, and other 
parts of Egypt, to collect from the Jews there, from whence 
he would return by way of the different islands in the Archi- 
pelago ; one had sailed for Tripoli, who would take money 
from die Jews there and at Malta; thence to Italy and 
back ; one had gone to Tunis and its various towns, and 
would go from thence to Sicily and Sardinia, and back ; one 
had gone to Algiers and the towns fti that regency, and 
would go from thence to ancient Greece, including Venice 
and diat part of Germany bordering on the Venetian gulf ; 
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one had gone over land to Russia, and would meet him in 
Germany, after passing through Poland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Prussia, &c. I wished to have an estimate of the sums 
likely to be collected in all tliose places, and then he began 
to be a little reserved. However, after considerable con- 
versation and solicitation, he one day gave me what he 
stated to be the amount of collections as per the last returns 
of 1813, which he had with him in Hebrew, and I set it 
down as he interpreted, after he had first brought the several 
sums into Spanish dollars ; it made up in the countries 
already mentioned, five hundred and eighty thousand dollars: 
this was exclusive of the expenses of collecting and travelling 
out, and returning again to Jerusalem. Many individuals 
of the priests also (tame from .Jerusalem to Barbary, begging 
on their own account. Out of this fund a yearly tribute is 
paid to the Grand Seignior, besides impositions in the form 
of presents to the Turkish officers; and the remainder serves 
to support the priests, who are very numerous in Jerusalem, 
and for commercial purposes: thus the superstition and 
credulity of the ignorant Jews in all Europe and Africa, as 
well as in Asia, are made subservient to the purposes of the 
priests and elders of that singular people, who still reside, 
by permission, at Jerusalem. 

The city of Jerusalem lies from forty miles east of Jafly, 
a small port on tlie Mediterranean sea : from thence to 
Jerusalem the road is good, and the priest told me he had 
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walked the distance in two days. JafFy is the port anciently 
called Joppa : it has a small town and fortress, and con- 
siderable trade with .Jerusalem, the islands in the Archipe- 
lago, and with Eg3’^pt, and some with Malta and Italy : here 
the Jewish priests ivho are sQi\t out on bi'ggiiig expeditions, 
embark, and return by way of the sanie })Jace, ge nerally 
in Greek vessels of small burden, but very well built and 
manned. 

'Fhe priest asked me many (juestions respecting America, 
of which he knew but very little, and thought it was a wil- 
derness or a desert. After I had pu* him right in regard to 
those points, and infbiined him we had many Jcm's in Ame- 
rica, where they enjoyed every kind of privilege in common 
with people of other religions; that they could hold landed 
estates, &e. and that many t)f tlieni were very rich, he 
declared that as soon as he should have finished his present 
tour, which would still detain him more than a year, he 
would try to obtain leave to visit America, and collect the 
dues there. 1 informed him that our Jews were not so 
superstitious, nor in such bad repute as those in Africa or 
Europe, where they were looked upon as a set of sharpers 
and villains : “ That may be, (said he,) but if they are Jews, 
tliey must conform to the laws of Moses, and must contri- 
bute tow ards the support of those of their nation who reside 
in the Holy Land, in order to be ready for the future con- 
quest of Jerusalem, which would be the fulfilment of God’s 
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promise to his people." I asked him in what manner they 
collected this contribution? — and he told me, that “ liaving 
letters from the chief priest and elders at Jerusalem, the col- 
lectors (who were always priests) were kindly received and 
well treated by all Jews wl>erever they came — that soon 
after their arrival ^in any place where synagogues are esta- 
blished, they convene all the Jews together, and having laid 
before them the authority by which they make the demand, 
they then proceed, with the assistance of the priests and 
chief Jews of the place, to class thtMU, and apportion the 
sum to be raised amongst them according to their ability — 
« hen that is done, the tax must be paid without delay — it 
takes up six or eight months time to niake uj> the sums and 
finish the collections in the empire of Morocco.” 

The Jews in West Barbary are as completely under the 
control of the Aloors, as if they Avere slaves, though they 
fancy themselves, in some measure, free : even their dress is 
regulated by a Moorish JaAV : that of the men consists of a 
shirt, without a collar, and wide petticoat draAvers that come 
tight beloAv the knees — the sleeves of the shirt, Avhich arc of 
the full breadth, of coarse muslin cloth, fall a litth; below 
their elboAVs, and are not plaited in any Avay, but hang flow- 
ing; — they Avear above the shirt, a jacket with short sleeves 
to their elbows — the Jacket is generally made of green avooI- 
len cloth, Avith a small collar, buttoned tight round t he lower 
part of the neck ; it is sometimes Avrought with needle-work 
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from the collar to the waist in front, with which, and small 
round buttons, made from the same materials, it is almost 
covered ; they hook tliis together with wire hooks, and again 
over this, (those who can afford it,) have a black cotton 
mantle, which comes over thefr shoulders, and falls down to 
the calves of their legs — ^this is so contrived, that one end 
can be thrown over the left shoulder in such a manner as to 
discover the drawers : they are girded with sashes of various 
colours over the mantle round about their loins : they wear 
long beards, and black woollen caps on the back part of 
their heads, leaving the forehead uncovered, which is shaved 
often, and kept smooth. The four merchants that lived in 
Mogadore wore coloured-silk handkerchiefs on their heads, 
covering their caps, and tied loosely under their chins : they 
all go bare-legged, and wear black slippers on their feet, 
(as the luxury of coloured slippers is forbidden them.) In 
riding, they were fonnerly restricted to the ass alone, but 
now they use mules, which they are not, however, allowed 
to mount or ride within the gates of the city. When Jews 
or Jewesses are about to pass a mosque or place of worship, 
they must take off their slippers, and carry them in their 
hands, going barefoot past it, and that too, until they enter 
another street. 

The dress here described is that of the wealthy who can 
afford it, but the greater part of the Jews in West Barbary 
are poor, miserable, and covered w ith rags. A Jewess of 
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the first class is clad with a shirt made of muslin, that is 
very wide ; the sleeves, not less than a yard, hang loosely 
down to the elbow, when the two hinder parts are doubled 
and fiistened together behind their backs ; the bosom of this 
shirt is wrought with fine needle-work on both sides ; it 
laps over before, ami covers part of the breasts ; a white 
waistcoat, ivrought in like manner, is superadded ; the 
lower extremity of this is covered by a wrapper, in form of 
short petticoats, wrapped round above the hips, and just 
laps over in front ; this is commonly made of green broad 
cloth, and falls down below the knees ; the two lower cor- 
ners in Ironi arc covered with a fancifully cut piece of red 
broad cloth — the whole is fastened together by a girdle 
round the hips, to which are suspendjed behind a number of 
rctl woollen cords of difterent lengths, hanging down with a 
piece of plated silver, or other metal, bent round each at its 
lowest end ; these make a kind of tinkling when they walk 
by, striking against each other. Their hair is long,’ coarse, 
and black, and the principal part turned up, and fastened 
on the top of the head, while two small braids from behind 
each ear, are attached together at their extremities, and fall 
down to their girdles. 

Married Avomen of the first class cover their heads wdtli a 
flowing silk handkerchief. Both married and single women 
are extremely fond of ornaments, and arc generally corpu- 
lent; they wear amber and pearl necklaces, witli golden 
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hearts, set about witli fine diamonds and other precious 
stones ; many other ornaments are also hung to their neck« 
laces, which are frequently connected by golden chains ; 
they wear silver or gold bracelets around their wrists and 
ancles, from one to two inches wide, enriched with enamel 
and precious stones. I examined several of these ornaments; 
they arc made of the finest gold, silver, and stones, and the 
best amber ; the weight of the four bracelets on tlie wrists ■ 
and ancles of a young girl, (a broker’s daughter,) was four- 
teen ounces, and they cost, together with her necklaces, ear 
and finger rings, and otlier ornaments, about two thousand 
dollars. Those of the Jews who can get raoftcy are exces- 
sively fond of ornamenting their wives and daughters, and 
setting off their charms^ to the very best advantage ; for it is 
their interest to do so ; but there are very few of them that 
have the ability to do it; not more than twenty Jews in 
Mogadore can afford this expense ; and but few of the rest 
can furnish their wives and daughters with bracelets of even 
base metal, washed over with silver or gold ; yet every 
woman feels as if she were naked, without some ornaments 
of this description. 

The Jews ai’e forced to live in a town by themselves, 
called el Millah, but the Moors enter it whenever they 
choose, witliout the smallest restraint, and go into their 
houses without any ceremony, where they take whatever 
liberties they please with their wives and daughters. If a 
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Jew happens to be in tlie house, the Moor either drives him 
out, or hires him to absent hiinseJf, or keep the door, whicli 
latter is commonly the case. The Moor compliments tho' 
woman, and no Barbary Jew thinks it a disgrace to wear 
antlers, provided they are gilded, for if he should set about 
seeking redress, he, could never obtain it. Should a J ew 
attempt to resist a Moor on any occasion, he is sure of 
getting a sound drubbing, and as his testimony cannot be 
taken against a Moor, any more than that of a negro slave 
in the West Indies and the Southern States of America, can 
be given against a white man ; he is forced to pocket every 
affront, and content himself with getting all the money he 
can from the paramour ; so that to a Jew, a handsome wife 
or daughter in Barbary, while young, ensures to her husband 
or father a competence, and of course, a consequence among 
his brethren. 

'I'he Jews' Sunday begins on Friday evening at sunset, 
after which time no Jew can even light a candle or lamp, or 
kindle a fire, or i*ook any thing until Saturday night, at the 
same hour, so that they heat tlieir ovens on Friday ; put in 
their provisions before night, for their next day’s meals, and 
let it stand in the ovens until Saturday noon, when it is 
taken out, and set on the table, or on the floor, by Moors, 
whom they contrive to liire for that purpose. Every Jew 
who can afford it has brass or silver lamps hanging up in 
liis house, which are lighted on Friday, and not extinguished 
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until Sunday morning : they burn either olive or argan oil- 
Their ])rinci]>al and standing Sunday dinner, is called 
skanah; it is made of peas baked in an oven for nearly 
twenty-four hours, with a cjuantity of beeves’ marrow-bones, 
(having very little meat ofi them,) broken to pieces over 
them : it is a very luscious and fattening dish, and by no 
means a bad one : this, ivith a few vegetables, and sometimes 
a plum-pudding, good bread, and Jews’ brandy, distilled 
from figs and anniseed, and bittcrc'd with wormwof)d, makes 
up the repast of the Jews who call themselves rich. ’I’he 
poor can only afford skanah and barley-bread on their 
Sunday, and live the. rest of the week as tliey can. n’licy 
make no scruple of offering for money their wives and 
tlaughters, who are voUij)tuous in the extreme ; they will 
furnish their customers wilh every facility re(|uired, and 
oft(‘n even boast of the (juality and merits of their wives’ 
panunours. The, men and boys attend their synagogues, 
(on their Sundays,) of which there are twelve in Mogadorc; 
but these are no more than small rooms, Avherc all join in 
jabbering over ])raycrs in Hebrew, as fast as they can speak, 
every one in his own natural tone of voice, making, alto- 
gether, a most barbarous kind of jargon. 

The Jewish women are considered by the men as having 
no sotds, nor are they allowed to enter- the synagogues but 
once a year, nor do the ivonien partake of their sacraments. 
The sacraments consist of bread and wine, and of circum- 
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cision. While in Mogadore, 1 attended a Jewish circum- 
cision. The child being ready, and the friends present, the 
priest took him on his left ann, having a pair of silver tongs 
in his left hand, with which he guaged and jrrepai'cd the 
parts, and performed tlu-; operation with a sharp knife he 
had in his right h^nd, cutting off a piece of the. flesh, as well 
as all the foreskin ; this ajrpeirrcd to me to be a painful and 
cruel operation,. and it made the infant scream out most 
piteously. The Jews circumcise at the age of (Mght tlays, 
and the Moors and Arabs at the age of «'ight years : the 
Arabs cut the foreskin and flesh off s(|nure, as n ell as the 
Jews; but w‘ith the Arabs, as 1 have bc'forc observed, it is a 
prevtMitivc of disease, and not a n^igious rite. 

During my journey tonards 'J'angier, when avc put up at 
Safly, during the Jews’ Sabbath, having two Jews in com- 
pany, Avho had frieiuls or relations in that plat'e that enter- 
tained them, and furnisluid a su]>per; before eating thciy 
brought forward a cu[) in the form of a tankanl, and some 
white bread, in Avhich some green herbs had been chof)ped 
up, and mixed with it l)efore baking : they all arose at once, 
formed a circle round tin; su])per dish, consisting of boiled 
fowls, which Avas set on the floor, and Avhen standing, all 
began to chant over their jiraycrs in Hebrew, as fast as they 
could speak : there Avere about tAventy in all, relations and 
visitors. As I was ignorant of the Hebrew language, Avhich 
they spoke, and which, 1 am told, diflers materially from 
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that taught in the schools and colleges of our country, I 
could not join with them. This chant, discordant enough to 
be sure, took uji at least a quarter of an hour. When they 
were about to finish, jhey passed round the bread, of which 
each one took a piece, and not to be singular, I took one 
also, and ate it. After saying over a few, more words, they 
handed round the cup to all, and eac^h took a drink, keeping 
up their chant all the time — when it camo round to me .1 
took it and drank a little : it was wine, made by steeping 
dry raisins in water, and to me not very palatable, being 
somewhat sour and bitter. After the cup had gone round, 
all turned their faces to the east, bowed thrice^ bending their 
bodies more than half way to the ground, still going on 
with their chant. As soon as they had dr)nc worshipping, 
they resumed their places round the dish, seized each other 
by the hand, giving it a convulsive grasp, and stamping at 
the same time with their feet ; this terminated the ceremony. 
The chant being finished, all took their seats around the 
dish as near as they could get, on their legs and on the 
floor, having first washed their hands ; some vigorously 
seized the boiled fowls, which they soon carved, by pulling 
them to pieces, and then passed those pieces round to the 
company. Their bread was made of barley-meal ; tliis they 
dipped in the dish, after each bite, and called it a sop : the 
gravy in which they dipped their bread, was the liquor in 
which the fowls had been boiled, mixed with vinegar. This 
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was on Friday evening, January the 6tli, 1816, about 9 
o'clock P. M. On the next evening, they repeated the 
same ceremonies. After supper tliey amused themselves by 
singing songs in Arabic, and telling stories, which they kept 
up with great glee until near midnight, when, at my en- 
treaty, they retired for the night, as I wished to get some 
rest. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

New orders arrive from the Emperor — Mr.tWillshire is grossly 
insulted Iry Moors — A description of the city and port of 
Swearah or Mogadore — its inhabitants, commerce, manufac- 
tures, &c. 

About the last of November a courier came to Mogadore 
from the emperor to the governor, ordering him not to suffer 
a Moor to serve either a Christian or Jew under any pre- 
tence whatever, or to live in thdir houses, under tlu; stnerest 
penalty ; this letter was no sooner read than the ncAvs flew 
to every part of the town. In conse(]uence of this order, 
Rais Bel Cossim, Bel Mooden, and a Moor of the name of 
Soliman, who had been constantly in and about Mr. Will- 
shire’s house, durst not return to take their leave ; the life 
of a Christian previous to this was not safe, even in the city, 
without a Moor in company to ward off tin; insults of the 
boys and those of the Moors who were vicious or fanatical. 
New orders had also been given to the guards of the water- 
port, not to allow any one to go on board vessels, except 
the captains and crews, without a special order from the 
governor. 
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On New-j'car’s clay Captains iVIarkic and Henderson, of 
whom I have before spoken, dined with Mr. Willshirc ; 
when they went down to go on board their vessels, Mr. 
Willshire and myself went to take a Avalk round the water- 
port, it being low tide ; the guards ran after us, seized hold 
of Mr. Willshirc, and turning him round, bade him, in an 
insulting tone, to go back, uttcaing tlie most abusive lan- 
guage ; and drawing their scimitai’s, they threatened to cut 
him down. We had no Moor with us to witness this insult, 
but Mr. Willshire’s sj)irit coulcl not brook this indignity, and 
he rebuked these fellows in a very resolute manner, bidding 
defiance to tlietn and the Aleayd, and told them that iftliey 
offered to touch him again he would revenge himself in- 
stantly, and at any rate would com])luin to the emperor, 
and w’ouhl cause tJicm to lose their heads for insulting a 
consul and a merchant. 1 ach ised him to return to the 
].)ort, which he did ; but the Moors were so enraged that 
they ran wdth all speed to the Alcayd, and told liim that 
Mr. Willshirc had beat iheni; that he called them hard 
names, and defied the power of the Sultan. Immediately 
soldiers were sent after him, who came up with us before 
wo got to his house ; they insisted on taking him before the 
Alcayd forthwith b 3 ' force, if he would not go without ; he 
told them, however, that he must and would wait for his 
Jew interpreter Nahory, and that then he would come ; this 
answer was carried to the Alcayd, and in a few moments 
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Beil Nahory made liis appearance, and they went before the 
Alcayd together. 'J’he Alcayd reprimanded Mr. Willshire 
for having cursed the Sultan, and advised him to settle the 
business, by giving a present to the guards, or they would 
depose against him before the Cadi, which if they should 
do, he would be obliged to go up tp Morocco to the 
emperor, and he (the governor) said he could not be an- 
swerable for the result. Mr. Willshire defended himself so 
well by the help of his interpreter, who was a cunning Jew', 
that his accusers began to lower their tone a little : he stated 
that he had the Sultan’s letter, which ordered the governors 
and alcayds to see his person protected from insult, as well 
as his property, and that the late order had deprived him of 
the aid and evidence of a Moor, to which he was entitled 
by that letter ; he added, that he would write the Sultan an 
account of the insult immediately, and of the villany of the 
port guards, but would not pay a blanipiille, (i. e. a farthing,) 
to any one. The Alcayd said he was ordered to protect 
him and the other Christians in the port, and wished them 
to be respected, but they must respect themselves, and by 
way of an excuse, remarked that the consuls at Tangier did 
not go down with the captains that have the honour of 
dining with them, to their boats after dinner ; that this was 
derogatory to the etiquette due to their office ; but, at tlie 
same time, calling the guarils, he told them that Mr. Will- 
shirc was the Sultan’s consul ; that they must never lay a 
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finger on him ; but if he should wish to go oft' in one of the 
boats of the vessels in port, they must permit him to get into 
the boat, but prevent it from going off until they sent him 
information, in order that he might give a permit for him to 
go on board, lie further told the guards that they had 
done very wrong, and if they were not careful in future he 
should dismiss them. The guards were very angry, and 
said it was intolerable for a Moor to be insulted with impu- 
nity by a Christian dog, and that they Avould sAvear against 
him before the Cadi that instant ; that they did not fear his 
(the governor’s) poAver, and they would appeal to the Sidtan 
and abide his decision. As they were going to the Cadi 
the Alcayd told them if they did it contrary to his orders it 
Avould cost them their heads, and bade them return to their 
duty immediately ; and in order that there might be no 
furdicr complaint on their part, he would make inquiry, and 
have justice done to them as well as the consul : thus ended 
the affair, Avhich I at first Avas apprehensive Avould be 
attended A\dth more serious conse(|uences. Mr. Willshire, 
however, took care to send presents to the Addals, or four 
assistants of the Alcayd, avIio took occasion to convince tlie 
Alcayd that the guards Avere in the wrong — hoAvever we 
durst not go out Avalking or riding as formerly, but Avere 
obliged to restrict ourselves to the city, and I had time to 
examine it Avithin and round about. 

The city of Mogadore, called Swearali by the Moors and 
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Arabs, or the beautiful picture, is situated on the Atlantic 
Oci^an, in latitudeSl. 15, (thirty-one degrees, fifteen minutes 
north,) and longitude 9 — (nine degret^s) west from London. 
It is built somewhat in form of an oblong square ; its length 
from north to south is about three fourths of a mile, and its 
greatest breadth is not more than half a mile. It stands on 
a peninsula that has been rei^overcd from the sea, which 
washes its walls on the W. N. W. and south sides every tide, 
and is sometimes completely surrounded by Avater at high 
springtides. The Avails arc built of stone and lime, generally 
six feet thick at their base, and about tAventy feet in height, 
surmounted Avith small turrets ; and have batteries of can- 
non on them at every angle. 'I’he Avails generally are made 
of rough stone and small sea jiebblcs, mixed and cemented 
together by liquid liine-mortar, filling up e\’cry crack solid ; 
they arc plastered over with this kind of stucco witliin and 
Avithout, and are thick, solid, A'ery firm and hard. On the 
eastei’n angle as you approach the gafcs, there is a round 
tOAver built of hcAvn stone, thirty feet high, mounted Avith 
about forty pieces of brass and iron cannon, that command 
the approaches of the city on the east side, assistixl by the 
four batteries on the N. K. angle, and a heavy battery on 
the Avater-port. It is divided into three ports — el Ksebah, 
or the strong and lion-like fortress, is the southernmost, and 
is surrounded by a double Avail on the cast and south sides ; 
a single wall, but very thick, next the sea, where there is a 
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Strong bomb-proof battery, mounting about forty pieces of 
caunon of different calibers, anti most of them arc of brass ; 
this is its whole dcience on the seabord. Vessels of war 
might anchor, in smootli weather, witliin half camion shot 
of the town in thirty fathoms water, rocky bottom. This 
town is separated, fiom tlie main town by a strong wall, 
Avhose gjites are regularly shut at eight o'clock every evening, 
and not opened •until broad daylight the next morning. 
The Christian mcrclumts reside in the forlri^ss, and the four 
Jew mcrtrlianls keep their goods in it. The next is the main 
towTi, whefe the market is held, and where the artificers live: 
there is a very 'handsome square set apart in that section of 
the town for a grain market, surroumleil by small shojis, 
kept by IVloors and Jews: these shops are on the ground 
floor, have a door, but no windoAV to them, and are so very 
small .that the keeper can sit at his case in the centre and 
reach every article in them. They, among other things, 
nuuuifacturc at Mogadore large quantities of haicks, rvhich 
are made of woollen yarn spun by hand Avith a common 
iron spindle, and Avove in common rough looms similar to 
such as Ave made use of, eren in America, not more than 
fifty years ago — ^they tliroAV the sliuttle by hand, and AvcaA C 
their jiieccs about five yards long and six feet Avidc, and 
they are sold from the looms at about two dollars each, but 
are not alloAAcd to be exported by sea : they also make axes 
and many other iron tools, such as adzes, scimitars, knives. 
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&.C. East of the main town, is the town occupied by the 
blacks, in a corner or kind of a triangle made by the outer 
Avail : it is said to contain two thousand free blacks : this 
part is also walled in by itself, and has its gates shut every 
night. The negroes that are free enjoy nearly all the privi- 
leges of the Moors, being of the same religion ; still they arc 
not alloAved to live together promiscuously. 

The fourth division, is the Jews’ tOAvn^ or Millah: it is 
very confined, and octmpies the N. W. angle of the city : the 
sea Avashes its outer Avail every tide, and has nearly beat it 
through on the AA'est side; it is divided from the principal 
tOAvn by a high strong wall. The Millah has but one gate, 
Avhich is on its eastcni side, near the north city gate: this is 
alAV'ays strongly guarded, arul has a governor or Alcayd to 
adjust and settle disputes lietAveen the Jcavs, and between 
them and the Moors. The Avatcr-port is two hundred yards 
south of the city, within tlic outer-Avall — ^this is a wall built of 
hcAvn-stone, Avith several arches, through which the tide 
floAvs and ebbs: the wall is about tAventy feet thick, and has 
a strong battery of heavy cannon Avell mounted on it, for the 
defence of the harbour: it is extremely Avell built; its arches 
arc well turned, and the Avhole work would bear a compari- 
son with an European fortress. The harbour spreads itself 
before the toAvn to the south, and is shielded from the sea 
by an island about two miles long, and half a mile broad, 
only distant from tlie water-port point about five hundred 
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yards. Between the island and water-port, the vessels enter, 
keeping the island side close on board, until they run down 
half the length of it, when they may anchor in two and a 
half fathoms at low water, within a cable’s length of the 
island, and with good cables and anchors ride sale during 
three quarters of tbe year ; but vessels drawing over four- 
teen feet water, cannot ride secure on account of the shal- 
’ lowness of the harbour. In the months of December, 
January, and February, strong gales prevail from the west- 
Avard, Avhich heave in such heavy swells round the two ends 
of this island, that Avhat seamen call the send, or swing of the 
sea, breaks the' strongest cables, and forces all tlui vessels in 
this port on shore. In the Avinter of 1815 , an English brig 
Avas driven on shore Avith a full cargo, and totally lost ; 
another parted her cables, and Avas drifting last towards the 
Avater-porl, Avhen the master and crcAV deserted her in their 
boat, in hopes ol’ saving their lives ; but the boat Avas upset, 
and all hands Avere either droAvned or dashed to pieces 
against the rocks ; the brig’s cables, hoAvever, caught round 
some craggy rocks, Avhich held her through the remainder of 
the gale, though Avithin a fcAv feet of the rocks astern. An 
American schooner’s crew Avere also lost in this port a few 
years ago, together Avalh her supercargo, in consequence of 
quitting the vessel, and taking to their boat, Avhilc tlie 
captain, who was soliciting assistance from the other vessels 
in port, was saved, and the schooner Avas also finally saved. 



472 uiley's shipwreck, and 

tliough she had been totally abandoned : it is in the winter 
a very dangerous port, and any vessel entering it, should 
have, three good cables and anchors, to moor her head and 
stci'ii by, and should strike her yards and topmasts imme- 
diately. 

The island is called Mogadorc by the Jiuropeans, and was 
thus named by the Portugueze or Sj>aniards, when they first 
partially surveyed this coast, anti thence the European 
name of Mogadore is derived for the town, and not from 
the sanctuary or saint-house near it, which in Arabic is 
called Milliah. This island serves as a State Prison for the 
Moorish empire : it is fortified and strongly guarded, com- 
monly containing not less than one thousand State prisoners, 
who have moslly been Alcaydes and military men, and who 
are fretptently })ardoned and restored to their former jjosts 
again, after a few years trial of their fortitude and patience 
there in irons. Provisions arc sent to the island twice a 
week in good weather. All communication with the island 
is forbidden to strangers, under pain of death. On a rocky 
point, without the water-port, the nearest to the island, 
stands a circular battery to defend the entrance of the 
harbour, and protect the island : on the cast side of the 
harbour, near the Sultan’s j)alace, there is also a circular 
battery, well built of stone, calculated to mount twenty guns, 
but the guns that had been mounted on it were taken away, 
under an impression that tliey might fall into the hands of the 
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Arabs, who attacked Swearali during the (juarrel for the 
suct:ession, which was lcrminaU*,d in the elevation of the 
present Sultan, Muley Soliinan, to the Moorish throne. 

Swearali, or Mogadore, was built by Sidi Mohainmed, the 
father of Muley Soliuian, wlio spared no pains nor expense 
in making it correspond with its name : it is the only tolerable 
sea-port in the Aloorish dominions, except Tangier, and the 
only one in which foreign vessels are allowed a kind of free 
trade, or one Avithout special licenses ; the houses arc built 
of rough stone and lime ; arc from one to three stories high, 
and nearly all have flat terraced roofs; the streets are narrow 
and some’ of 'them almost entirely covered with houses 
arched or projecting over them, particularly in the fortress 
part ; the buildings at first, it is said, were erected under the 
insjAcclion of artisans Avho were brought I'rorn Europe for 
the purpose ; it is by far the neatest toivn in the empire, and 
is computed to contain about thirty thousand Moors and 
blaitks, and six thousand Jews. During the contest Vor the 
succession, at the death of Aluley Eitzid, w'ho reigniHl a 
tihort time after the death of Sidi Mohammed, Swearah was 
attacked by surprize in the night, and about three thousand 
of the assailants entered the fortress part over tlm walls, and 
actually got possession of the streets : but they were soon 
destroyed by the garrison and town’s people, from the roofs 
of their houses ; and the army before it, consisting of field 
Moors and Arabs, were put to flight. It has been since 
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visited and nearly ilcpopulated twice; by the plague, which 
spiead terror anti devastation in all the western part of tlie 
empire. Mercantile tmde was here encouraged by its 
founder, and flourished to a great extent ; large (|uantilies 
of wdieat were sent from lienee to Spain and Portugal ; 
shce[)s’ wool and the gums Avere alsp shippeil in great 
abundance; namely, gum-sandarach, arabic, &c. &c. — 
almonds, olives, dates, dried ligs, and. large quantities of 
olive-oil, bees-wax, and honey — annis, cummin, worm, and 
other medicinal seeds- pomegranate peel, and many other 
drugs — goat, calf, and a few camels’ skins, and camels’ hair 
— haicks for the (Juinea trade, and many other articles. 
Their im])orts were bar-iron aiul steel, knives, and other 
cutlery, raw cotton, and many kinds of manufactured cotton 
goods, woollen cloths, .silks, and silk handkerchiel’s, teas, 
sugars, sjiices, gold and silver ornaments, jiearls, amber 
beads, small Dutch looking glasses, Gcnnan goods, plalillas, 
nankeens, lumber, &c. &c. There were at one time no less 
than thirty Christian mercantile houses established there : 
the duties on imports are ten per centum, taken in kind 
Avhen the goods are landed, except on the articles ol’ iron, 
steel, and cotton, on which the duties an; paid in cash at 
the same rate: (the government allowing the importer a 
short credit on the duties :) this is the duty the Sultan is 
entitled to by the Koran as tithes, or tenths, according to 
their sacred code, for he is the religious, as Avell as tlie 
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temporal sovereign. I’lic duties on exports are regulated by 
an imperial order, and arc not steady. 

I'radc has been depressed of late years by enormous 
duties on exports, and by prohibitions, so much so, that 
there are now only two respectable Christian tjstablishmcnts 
in Mogadore, and^lhose who conduct them are forced to 
put up witli every kind of insult and imposition: they do no 
•business to a prolU, and must, if it docs not soon alter for 
the better, quit the place altogether. It is the jioliey of the 
present emperor, who is absolute, to keep the. people a.s 
poor as possibk', that they may not have it in their power 
to rebel ; -for *a*rebellioi.s army cannot be supported tliere 
without money or kept together without an immediate hope 
of plunder, and the Moorish government has very little to 
1‘ear from a partial and ill organisied insurrection, the cliicfs 
of which must have money as well as bravery, and display 
goo<l conduct or they will soon be forsaken. I’he Sultan 
connncuced his system by shutting the ports of Santa Cruz, 
Sally, Rabat, Azamore, Darlbcida, &c. and ordering the 
foreign merchants residing in them to go to Mogadore or 
Swearah, where he said tliey should be protected. Soon 
afterwards they began to prohibit the introduction of some 
articles, then the exportation of many — such as wool, wheat, 
olivTj oil, &c. and laid a duty lliat amounted to a prohibition 
on several other articles of exportation ; when tlic peojile 
murmured, they were told it was a sin to trade with men who 
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did not follow the true and only holy religion on earth: that 
their f)ro[>hct had strictly forbidden such traffic as would be 
liable to corrupt their morals and defile them in the sight of 
God: that this sin had been committed, and that God was 
now taking vengeance of his people by sending the locusts 
and the plague that followed them, laying waste the country, 
and unpeopling so many fine cities. These were arguments 
which had great Aveight Avith the superstitious Moors, aided- 
by the plague Avhich fit that time I'aged Avith dreadful fury 
and swept off three fourths of the inhabitants of Mogadore, 
Safiy, and several other toAvns : the Avhole garrison of el 
Ksebbah on Tensift river, &c. &c. ScA’^eral of the Christian 
merchants died also of the jilaguc, and many of the most 
respectable mercantile Moors : this caused an almost total 
stagnation of business, Avhicli stagnation has been increasing, 
if possible, ever since, owing to these causes and other heuA'y 
coramcircial restraints imposed by the jirescnt (anperor. 

Should any of the maritime nations declare war against 
the Aloors, ISlogadore might be easily taken sind destroyed, 
though the place could not be retained any length of time: 
a few sloops of AVJir of a light draft of water might cnl(*rthc 
harbour and sail doAvn near the south laid of the island, 
where they might land troops and take; jiossi'Ssion of it, 
which being high, comtnaiuls the town ; here they might 
construct batteries and beat down its walls at their leisure. 
'Phe country near it is covered with nothing but drifts of 
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sand for a disianre beyond cannon shot. The Moors are 
very awkward gunners, though as brave as men can be, 
believing that il they vcnlunr even up to the very mouth of 
a cannon, thi'y cannot die om^ moment before, the time 
appointed by fate, nor in any other manner than that which 
^Yas predestined by the Ahniglity before they were created, 
and even from the foundation of the world. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Of the Moors and Moorish Arabs — Feast of expiation — A 

r 

Moorish review, and sham~Jight — Horsemanship — of the 
Arabian horse and his furniture. 

Tii E Moors arc a stout athletic race of men, and generally 
of about five feet ten inches in height. They sprung from 
the Bereberies, or old inhabitants of the north and western 
parts of northern Africa, together with the tlesccndanls of 
the Carthaginians, and various Gret;k and Roman colonics 
on those coasts, conquered by and commixed wilh the 
Arabs or Saracens who passed the Isthmus of Suez, and 
subjugated the north of Africa under the caliphs of the pre- 
tended prophet Mohammed. Fez is at present the great 
capital of the empire and chief residence of the emperor, 
who is styled by tlic Moors and Arabs el Sultan, (the SulUin,) 
or as they pronounce it, Sooltan. Susc has become inde- 
pendent of the Moors. The Moors are all strict followers 
of the Mohammedan doctrine, and firm predestinarians. 
I t^all the doctrine Mohamtnedan instead of Mahometan, be- 
cause the name ol’ their prophet is pronounced, both by 
the Moors and Arabs, Mohammed, and botli of tliem pro- 
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iiouiice their letters very distirielly, and with tiieir moutlis 
open like the Spaniards, giving to every letter its full sound ; 
for though they write with characters, anti do not knoiv how 
to form a Uoipan letter with a pen, yet a person under- 
standing letters, who hcai-s theni sjjcak, would say they w ere 
perfectly familiar with the Roman aljiliabet, and laid more 
emjdiasis and stress on the letters, by means of which tljcy 
s])eak tlieir language better than any other people on earth. 

'riic Moors, in geiu'.ral, do not learn to read and w'rite, 
but their Talbm are learnetl men, who lakt^ great pains to be- 
come ac(|uainted with the princi})l<'s of tlu‘ir owt) and the 
aTU'icnt Arabic language, and with the laws of the Koran, 
which is held by them to be a sacred book, and to ttontain 
nothing but divine revelation. Tlie Talbs transact all the 
business that lequircs writing, and serve alternately as 
scriveners, lawyers, and priests. 'I’lic Moors use no bells 
for their plac'es of worship, but in the towns and cities, their 
religious houses have high minarets or steeples, w ith flat lo])s 
and a kind of balustrade round them : to the tops of these 
the Talbs ascend to call the people at stated times to ])rayers, 
and as the steeples are very high, and the 'I’albs arc accus- 
tomed to call aloud, they are heard at a gieat distance, par- 
ticularly when all is still in the city. 7'heir times of prayers 
are before daylight in the morning, at about mid-day, about 
the middle of the afternoon, at sunset, and again before 
tliey retire to rest, about 8 or 9 o’clock in the evening. 
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The Talbs who arc on tlie steeples before daylight in the 
morning commence by calling all tlie 1‘aithful to prayers: 
their voices sound most harmoniously, autl thrill through 
tin; air in a singular manner. I was always awakened by 
them myself while I staid at Mogadore, and often went to 
the window to hear them ; their call reminded me of my 
duty also. After they sunimoned all the faithful to attend 
pray('.rs, they cither rehearsed particular passages from their 
Bible or Koran, or sang sonic sacred poetry with aloud and 
piercing, but at the samo lime a very melodious and pleasing 
tone of voice. The IS'loors who live near the places 
of worship go in, join with the Talbs and .]>”ay .together, 
but by tar the greater number perform their devotions 
in their own rooms. 'J'he Talbs, 1 am informed, perforai 
their religious duties, which arc very tatiguing, merely irom 
motives of j)i('ty — they tlo not receive the smallest remunera- 
tion either from the ])riuce or pcojile in any shape or way 
whateviM’s. All worship by turning their faces to the east, 
and bow their heads in the dust like the wandering Arabs; 
they wash their bodies all over with water bcl’ore prayers, as 
well as their hands and faces; for which purposes, within 
the walls of their moscpies or churches, they have wells or 
fountains of water, and large stone basins in which to bathe. 
When they ajipenr bel’ore God, (as they call it,) in their 
places of worshij), they tlivest themselves of all superHuous 
ornaments and clothing, and even of their breeches ; after 
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purifying with Mater, tliey wrap themselves decently up in 
their haick or blanket only, and go through their ceremonic* 
with signs of the most profound devotion. If a Christian 
enters a Mohammedan place of worship, he must either 
change his religion, by having his head shaved, undergoing 
the operation of circumcision, and confessing there is but 
one God, and that Mohammed is his holy prophet, &c. or 
Slitter instant death — but 1 have ventured to look into them 
from the street. 'I’he court leading to the mosque was paved 
with tiles, and kept very clean, with stone basins filled with 
pure water .on each side for the purposes of purification ; 
though 1 durst not approach so near as to see in what man- 
ner the interior part was arranged, but I was informed they 
were entirely free from ornaments. The women are not ge- 
nemlly permitted to enter their houses of religious worship, 
nor even to appeal* in tlie streets, unless they are completely 
covered by their clothing, which going over their heads, is 
held in such a manner by their hands on the inside, ‘ as only 
to i>crniit them to peep out with one eye, to discover and 
pick their way ; so that no Moor or Christian can see their 
faces. In the streets, they are very seldom seen, and are so 
extremely fleshy, that they waddle, rather than walk along, 
like fat and clumsy ducks. No Moor will marry a wife until 
she is well fattetl by her father, and if it is not in the hus- 
band’s power aftei’wards to keep her in the same good case 
and condition, or rather, to improve uj>on it, he is dissatisfied, 

fi Q 
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and en*deavours to get clear of her, which he very often effects, 
for lie will not keep a wife unless she is very fleshy, or bed 
with what he calls “ a death skeleton” The women visit each 
other, and walk together on the tops of their houses, but 
even the husband cannot enter the room tht'.y arc in when 
uncovered, or get a sight, of his neighbour’s wife or daughter, 
being strictly forbidden by his religion to look on any other 
woman than his own wife or wives: — thus the Aloors, Avhen 
they receive company, sit down with them on the ground 
outside of their houses, whc;rc they converse together ; but 
notwithstanding all these precautions, as the women are very 
amorous, they manage to introduce their gallants by means 
of the female covering, and the privilege they enjoy of visit- 
ing each otlier, and get their lovers off by the same means 
undiscovered. 

The Aloors go off iti large numbers every year, forming a 
great caravan, on a pilgrimage to Mecca, and return in three 
or four years ; every Aloslcmin being by law olfliged to visit 
the tomb of his prophet once in his life-time, if he can afford 
to pay the expenses of his journey. 'J’he men who have 
been to Mecca, and returned, are dignified by the name of 
el ajjh, (or the pilgrim,) and the women who go and re- 
turn, (for there arc a few who* venture,) art: allowed the 
privilege of wearing the haick, or man’s blanket ; of walk- 
ing the street uncovered, like men, and of conversing with 
them promiscuously, as they may deem fit, being considered 
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,holy women, and as possessino; souls by special grac.c and 
favour. Every Moor, who is born an idiot, or becomes 
delirious, is considered a saint, and is treated with the 
greatest attention and respect by every one; is clothed, and 
fed, and taken the greatest care of by the whole (community : 
and, do what he avUI, he cannot conunit a crime in the eye 
of their law. 

Soon after my 'arrival at Mogadore, about the 15th of 
November, 1815, the feast of ex])iation w'as celebrated b}'^ 
the Moors, at which every Mohammedan is by law obliged 
to kill a slieep, if it is possible for him to procure one ; if 
not, each kills such other animal as he can obtain ; the rich 
(if liberal) kill a number proportioned to their wealth and 
inclination, and distribute them amongst their relations, or 
the poor who have none to kill. Rais bel Cossim (i. e. Cap- 
tain b(.‘I Cossim) killed seven sheeji ; they had been bought 

long belbre, and were well fatted for the purpose: the first 

» 

day of the feast was spent in Yusiting, and in giving and 
receiving jirescnts or gifts ; and the second in military 
parade. On the morning of that day, I accompanied Mr. 
Willshirc to the top of a house, formerly occupied by a Mr. 
CUiiappi, deceased, who was the Portugueze Consul at 
Mogadore, for many years ; this house was, before it went 
to decay, the largest and most elegant iu that city ; it stood 
near, and overlooked the eastern wall ; from that place, we 
saw from thirteen to fifteen hundred Arabian horses, fleet as 
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the wind, and full of fire, mounted by Moors and Arabs, 
who sat on strong Moorish saddles that cjune up high before 
and behind, covered with rich quilted scarlet broadcloth, 
'riiey were paraded between the outer and main walls of the 
city — the hoi’semen were dressed with red catlaus oi* \'ests, 
not generally M^orn by them, except oji great occasions ; 
these were covered with worsted haicks, wove transparent 
like bunting for ships’ flags ; each rider Avas armed with, a 
long Moorish musket, and had a knife or scimitar hanging 
loosely by his side ; they w’ore on their heads, either Avhite 
turbans twisted and wound many times arouml, or a red 
cap, in token of their being regular imperial’ soldiers, or else 
a fold of their haick ; their bridle-bits were the most 
powerful of the Arabian kind. 'I'he horses w'cre all studs, 
and wore their whole natural quantity of mane and tail un- 
mutilated in any part, and consequently retained all their 
natural fire, beauty, strength, and pride; each horse Avas 
furnibhecl with a head-piece, resembling the stall of a bridle 
at top, and a halter beloAv — ^this stall or head-piece, Avas 
made of the richest scarlet cord and velvet, Avilh fringe 
hanging doAvn over, and nearly covering his eyes, and a 
large pendulous pad of scarlet velvet cloth undei' each ear ; 
the neck of cacL Avas adorned Avith a very elegant scarlet 
cord, having a handsome knob and tassal underneath ; these 
trappings were solely for ornament, and not for use, and 
put on before the bridle. Each had, besides, a small retl 
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cord about his neck, to whicli was fastened a number ol‘ 
little bags, made of hue red Morocco leather — th(;se bags, I 
learned on inquiry, were slulfctl with scra]>s of paper, 
covered with Arabic writing, furnished to the o^vner of the 
horse by jugglers ; and, as they pretend, serve as a charm 
to ward off the effects of “ evil eyes,*’ or witchcraft, in 
which they all believe : the Moors and Arabs are so firmly 
atoched to this superstitious opinion, that they believe both 
themselves and their horses are in inuninent danger without 
this favourite charm. 

The Moorish and Arabian saddle, which I corisider to be 
the very best’ that can be invented by man to keep the rider 
steady in his seat, is fastened on by a strong girth under the 
horse's belly, and by one round his breast, but without any 
crupper ; the stirrups are made of broad pieces of sheet iron 
or brass, and for the most jiart plated with silver — the 
bottom of them is as long as a man's foot, so that he can 
shift the position of his licet in them at pleasure ; ’they are 
kept exceedingly bright, and are taken up short and tied to 
the saddle by braided leather thongs ; so that in order to 
support himself firmly in his saddle, the rider has only to 
[)ress his feet to the horse’s sides, near his Hanks; his 
knees on the lower part of the saddle ; thus resting at five 
points at one and the same time. The bridle is of that kind 
which will either stop the fiercest horse in an instant, or 
«nap off his lower jaw — so that tlie rider has his horse under 
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the most perfect command possible. This body of horse- 
men, tlius mounted and equipped, were reviewed by the 
Biishaw and Aleayd, .or military and civil governors : there 
wei e also five or six thousand foot soldi(^rs assembled for the 
same purpose : these were dressed in haicks and red caps, 
and armed with muskets and daggers. ^ After tlie review, 
the cxt;rcises began b}^ a discharge of seventy-four pieces of 
cannon, mounted on the different batteiies about the city, 
and tlnm followed a kind of sham-fight, which w^as begun 
lujar the northern gate, between two bodies of' infantry : 
the}' marched forward to tlie attack, and each poured in an 
irregular fire, which was supported and kept up in almost 
one continual blaze by successive advancing lines, until it 
sexjmed necessary to bring forward the heavy cavalry, in 
order to arrest the progress of a solid column of men, that 
kept slowly and constantly advancing upon the opposing 
troops. The expectetl signal was at length given : the whole 
of the (riivalry was instantly in motion : it advanced in 
squadrons of about one hundred, in close order, and at 
full speed, and seemed to fly like the wind : the distance 
between the opposing forces was near half a mile : the 
horsemen shouting loudly, “ llah-hah ! hah-hah !” raised 
thenibelvt-'s on their stirrups, took a deliberate ami witli their 
long muskets, when within five yards of the enemy’s lines, 
and poured in their fire while gi>ing at their greatest speed. 
1 expected they would inevitiibly dash in amongst the in- 
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fantry, and trample many of them to death ; but the mo- 
ment the men had tired, they brought their iiorses down 
upon tlieir liaunches, and stopping them short, reiiuid them 
instantly round, to make room for the next a[)pioaching 
squadron, while the horses of the lirst squadron av alked stt’;a- 
dily anil leisurely l^ack, giving time for the riders to reload 
their muskets at their ease : thus furiously attacked by nume- 
rous squadrons, in quick succession, and so closely, the 
infantry Avas soon broken and dispersed, by Avhich means 
the cavalry remained apparent masters of the field. 

Nothing* of the kind could exceed the ardour, activity, 
and intelligcncit, displayed by those iioble looking horses — 
they seemed almost to fly to the attack, and looked as if 
ileterrained to rush through the opposing host, and trample 
it to atoms ; but when the riders had fired their muskets, 
and the horses Avcrc turned about the other way, they AA^ere 
perfectly calm in an instant, and walked on leisurely until 
they Avere again faced round towards the enemy ; thim their 
eyes seemetl to kindle AV'ith fire : they pawed up the dust, 
Avhieh they seemed to siiuff up into their Avide-strctched nos- 
trils, and into which one might sec, as they thi;n appeared, 
nearly up to their eyes — ^they snorted and pranced about in 
sucli a jnanner, that nothing short of the heavy and true 
Arabian bridle could have been capable of checking or 
keeping them in subjection, and nothing short of the Moorish 
or Arabian saddle, could have prevented their riders from 
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being dashed against the ground. The long spurs of tiie 
horsemen had gored their Hanks, so as to make the blood 
stream out, which, uniting with their sweat, formed a kind 
of streaked froth, that nearly covering tlieir sides, dropped 
fast upon the ground, whilst the severe working of the bit 
upon their moutlis, caused them to bleed ])rofusely. The 
daziiling of their stirrups and arms in the sun, the rattling of 
their spurs against their stirrups, and the clashing of their 
arms against each other ; the beautiful api)earances of the 
s(|uadrons of horses ; the cracking of musketry, and conti- 
nual shoutings ol* the mock combatants, jjroduced an effect 
truly imposing, and 1 was of opinion that no lines' of infan- 
try, of equal numbers, however well formed and commanded, 
would be capable of withstanding their impetuous and 
repeated shocks, when actually attacked : tliis was truly a 
superb school for horsemanship. 

Sidi llamct, my old master, had borrowed and mounted 
Mr. Wiltshire’s fine horse, and seemed to be in all his glory 
while exercising hiju hke the others. Alter they had nearly 
finished the sham fight, he, together with a line of Aloors, 
consisting of about fifteen or twenty, commenced their last 
career towards the enemy : they had a quarter of a mile to 
ride, and all with long muskets in tlieir hands ; they set off 
tlieir horses at full speed, in a line, when on their seats — 
then turning over, they placed their heads upon their sad- 
dles, and rode with their feet in the air, and their backs 
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towards the horses’ heads for a considerable part of the dis- 
tance ; then regaining their seats by a sudden movement, 
they rose in their stirrups, fired oft* their pieces close to the 
wall, reined their horses around, and returned again to their 
post. Many of these horses were extremely fleet and beau- 
tiful, and seemed a^ much to exceed in spirit, strength, and 
courage, the first-rate race horses I had ever seen in Europe 
•or .America, as those fine animals excel the common old 
plough horse. 

'Die Moors soon wear their horses down by hard sendee, 
and then put them into mills to grind their grain, as there is 
scarcely such a thing as a wind or water-mill wherewith to 
grind their breadstuff, to be found in the Moorish empire. 
The marcs are never rid or worked, and are kept solely for 
the purpose of breeding, and I found that what I had consi- 
dered as an exaggerated account of the good qualities attri- 
buted to the Arabian horse, fell far short of his real merits ; 

I 

for, though the nmst proud, fierce, and fiery of the horse 
kind, he is, at llw; same time, the most docile of those noble 
animals. ’I’he true Arabian horse is about fourteen hands in 
height: his body is long, round, and slender; his limbs 
small, clean, and straight ; he is square-breasted and round- 
(juarlered ; his neck well set and slim, with a beautiful natu- 
ral curve ; his head small, with a face inclining to a curve, 
from the lop of the head to the nostrils, with eyes full, bpght, 
(]uick, and inlelligeni — many of them are of a beautiful 
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cream colour, and ireiiuently spotteil with black, and vary 
ill colour from a light sorrel, through all the shades of bay 
and chesnut, to the deepest jet black ; they are strong jointed, 
and lull of sinew : they are naturally docile, and very active ; 
but if they become in the least vicious, they are doomed to 
the mill for the remainder of their days.. It was with much 
regret I learned that these beautiful and seiv'iceable animals 
could not be exported from either the Moorish dominions, 
or any other of the Barbary States, without a special per- 
mission, as a private fav our, from the reigning prince, which 
is very seldom granted, and only on particular and import- 
ant occasions. 

The Arabs inhabiting Morocco, live in tents, in a wander- 
ing state: for the true Arabs will not be confined within 
walls, and arc a distinct race of men 1‘rom the Moors. They 
keep large herds of cattle, horses, camels, sheep, goals, and 
asses, making use of the milk of all the females for butter 
and for drink : they supply the cities with butter, which they 
make by the simple process of putting the milk into a goat* 
skin, the hair side in, hanging it up by the legs, and shak* 
ing it by the help of a rope, by which it is fastened ; when 
the butter is made, they pack it, hair and all, into earthen 
jars that hold from two to four pounds each, and in tliat 
state, carry it to market without salting, selling the butter, 
jar, and all, for a mere trifie : they cultivate nearly all the 
plain land that is cultivated in tlie empire of Morocco, (as 
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the Bcreberies till the hilly country and sides of tlie moun- 
tains,) except the grounds in the immediate vicinity of the 
cities, which they do not approach for the purposes of agri- 
culture, those being cultivated and dressed by the Moom 
and their slaves. They live in ‘families or sections of tribes, 
and pitch their tents in companies of from twenty to one hun- 
dred and fifty tents, each tent containing one family : these 
tents, when jiitched, are called a Douhar ; they elect a chief 
to each of these douliars, whom they dignily with the title of 
Alcayd or Sheick, for the time being : their authority, how- 
ever, is rather of an advisory than mandatory kind. Near 
seed time, they remoAC and pitch their douhar (or encamp- 
ment) near the spot they mean to cultivate, and plough and 
sow the land with wheat, barley, corn, or peas : they fence 
in some parcels of land with good high stone fences, parti- 
cularly orchards of fig-trees, but for the most part they are 
enlirely open ; the sowing bc’ing finished, they remove again, 
for the sake of pastun*, to other parts of the sanic province, 
in which they continue to reside, as they cannot move out 
of a province without leave being first obttiincd from the Em- 
pejor — thus they wander from place to place, until near 
harvest time: when they return and gather in their crops 
which they have sowed, and which are considered safe from 
the ilocks, herds, and hands of other tribes, by common con- 
sent or interest, as all rove about in a similar way, liaving no 
fixed iiabitations : yet sometimes one tribe sows, and another 
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reaps the fruit of its labour, but that is only done by force 
of amis. 

. The Moorish Arabs are rather below the middle stature ; 
of a dark complexion, resembling that between the mulatto 
and a white man, witli long black hair and black ej^es; they 
are strong and healthy : they wear round their bodies a 
woollen haiek, which does not cover tlieir heads, and go 
without any other clothing ; their legs and feet are generally 
bare ; their beards long ; their cheek-bones high ; their noses 
regularly hooked ; their lips thin; and they are as hardy a 
race of men as exists ; perhaps, indeed, Avith the exception 
of the wandering Arabs. The women wear a kind of a gar- 
ment made of a haiek, through which they thrust their arms 
to keep it up — it hangs down to their knees, and nearly co- 
vers their breasts ; they have a fold behind, like those living 
on the Desert, in which they carry their young children ; — 
they all stoop forward very much ; are treated by their hus- 
bands as mere necessary slaves; are obliged to milk the 
cows, camels, mares, goats, sheep, and asses; make the 
butter, and spin and weave the tent-cloth and clothing by 
hand for themselves and families. 'J’hey both spin and weave 
in the same manner as die Arab women of the Desert, and 
bring all the water they use, in large pitehers on tlieir shoul- 
ders, let the distance be ever so great : they take care of, 
and help to draAv the Avater for the flocks of sheep, and goats, 
and herds of cattle : but the men manage the camels and 
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mills, which are tlie same as on the Desert and in Suse, as 
already described, and they make cakes, which they roast 
in the fire. The women are, in fact, complete slaves : they 
are obliged to strike the tents when they remove, and pack 
them on camels, with all the other stuff that is possessed by 
the family ; to pitch the tent again, and pack away the stufl', 
&c. Slc. while the* men take upon themselves to lord it over 
them, and drive them about at pleasure, only looking after 
the flocks and herds, and punishing the women and girls, if 
any arc lost thi* men also plough and sow the land, and 
attend to the reaping and thrashing out the corn. The sickle 
they reap with is nothing more tlian a knife with a blade of 
about a foot long, with the point bent inwards : the prin- 
cipal part of' the labour in this business, they also oblige the 
women to perform. 

'I’heir law permits them to have seven wives, but it is 
recommended to them by their prophet to have only one, in 
order to prevent contention in tire family. When they 
increase, however, in wealth or substance, they need more 
help, and instead of hiring or buying slaves, they take more 
wives; and on this economical and agreeable plan, they 
make out to manage the afiairs of their household. They 
are the same race of people in appeai*ance and manners, as 
the Arabs of the Desert, and have bartered their liberty for 
the comforts afforded by a country susceptible of cultivation. 
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The Arabs are said to have continued migrating gradually 
from the deserts and other parts of Arabia into Africa, ever 
since the irruptions of tlic first Saracens, by joining them- 
selves in small numbers to the returning caravans which go 
yearly from Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, &c. on a pil- 
grimage to visit the tomb of their prophet«,t Mecca. These 
caravans carry large quantities of goods Avith them, and 
make a trading trip of it, as well as a religious duty ; and 
many of the pilgrims return home very rich for Moors. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

The present Arabs and ancient Jews compared. 

Soon alter 1 was seized on as a slave by the wandering 
Arabs of tlic Great Western Desert, I was struck with the 
simplicity of their lives and manners, and contrasted the 
c*ircunistai)ccs of their keeping camels, living in tents, and 
wandering about from day to day, with the simplicity of the 
lives of the old Jewish patriarchs, who also lived in tents, 
had camels, and wanderetl about from place to place ; pos- 
sessed men-servants and maid-servants — ^that is, they owned 
slaves ; but as they for the most part lived in countries where 
the soil was capable of cidture, they also had flocks of sheep 
and goats, and herds of cattle, and asses ; yet the patriarchs 
lived in a tliirsty land lor a part of the time, and were often 
in want of water, us well as of bread. My mind Avas also 
strongly impressed with the similarity between tlie patri- 
archal form of government, and that prevailing among the 
Arabs at the present day, which is, in the strictest sense of the 
word, paternal ; the father of each family being its supreme 
and absolute head : the wandering Arabs Avill submit to no 
other control, and they actually reverence their fathers and 
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the old men of their tribe next to tlic Deity himself, and 
pay, without the least apparent (compulsion, the most 
cheerful and implicit obedience to their orders and wishes. 
When I became more aetjuainted with the Arabs, I observed 
that the manner of salutation between strangers was very 
much like that of the Jewish fathers, as^ recorded in Holy 
Writ, and which also prevailed among the inliabitants of the 
country where they sojourned. When a stranger approached 
an Arab’s tent, he first finds out which a\ ay it is pitched ; 
then, going round until he gets directly in front, he draw's 
near slowly, until within about one hundned yards, and 
stops, but always with his w'capon in his hand, ready for 
defence, and then turns his back towards the tent: when he 
is perceived by those in and about the tent, (who are always 
upon the look-out,) and they come forlh, he boas himself 
nearly to the earth tw'icc, and worships : upon which one 
from the tent takes some water in a bowl, and advances 
towards him ; this is done by the head of the family, if he 
be at home, or by his eldest son : if none of the males are 
present, one of the women goes forward with her bowl of 
water, or something else, either to eat or drink, if they 
have any ; if not, they take a skin, or roll of tcnt-clotli, to 
make a shelter for the stranger. As they come within a few 
yards of the stranger, they ask — “ Is it peace?” and being 
answered in the affirmative, they mutually say — “ J^eace be 
with you, with your father’s house, your family, and all you 
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possess/’ — tlien touching the fingers of' the riglit hands 
together, they snap tlieni, and carrying them to tlicir lips, 
kiss them, wliieh is the same with them as to kiss eacli 
other’s liand ; and thence, 1 presume, is derived the <^ompli- 
inent now in such general use.among the polite Sjmniards, 
which is to say, in saluting a gentleman, “ Beso de usted 
las manos” — 1 kiss your hands ; if a lady, “ 1 kiss your 
feet.” 

’rh(! Arab manner of worshipping the Deity, as 1 have 
already described, is by bowing tJiemselvcs to tla; earth, and 
touching their laces to the ground : after bowing to the ground 
six times,' they say, “ Ood is great and good, and Moham- 
med is his holy prophet this is their confession of faitli. 
After that, they oiler up their petitions, that (Jod will keep 
them under his special protection; tliat he will tlirect them 
in the right way ; that he will leail them to fountains <)r w'tdls 
of living water ; that Chxl will scatter their enemies, and 
deliver them from all those who lie in wait to do them 
mischi('f — that he will prosper their journeys, and enrich 
them wdth the spoil of their enemies, &c. and they after- 
wards lecite some poetry, which they call sacred. Since 
my being I'edeemed, 1 have been told that the form of 
worship noAv in practice among those people, w'as tgught 
I hem by Mohammed; but as these forms do not differ 
materially from the forms of worship practised by Abraham 
and the other old patriarchs, and those of the [icople among 
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wlioni they dwelt in the land of Canaan and elsewhere, 1 
am inclined to belie\'e that the artful prophet did not change 
their ancient mode of worshipping the Deity, but, on the 
contrary, sanctioned their long establisheil custom, which 
had continued among that singular race of men ever since 
the time of Abraham ; and that the only innovations or 
alterations Im', ventured to make in that respect, were in 
appointing set timers for performing those religious duties; 
enjoining besides, frc(juent jmrifications, by washing them- 
selves with water, and thus inculcating cleanliness, so indis- 
pensably necessary to preserve health in hot countries, as a 
religious duty. 

When travelling along the Great Desert, near its northern 
border, we fell in with flocks of sheep and goats, which 
were kept by the women and children, who were also 
obliged to water them ; and when, after our arrival in Suse, 
while we Avere travelling on its immense plain, and many 
small cities or toAvns Avere in sight at the same time on every 
side, Avith high stone walls, gates, and bars, and 1 learned 
that each one Avas iiulepcndent, and under the command 
or government of its own chief, Avho generally styled himself 
a j>rince ; and when I heard the story of the destruction of 
Widnah, and other devastations committed by the Avandering 
Arabs in their vicinity, I could not aA'oid figuring to myself 
and obsenung to my companions at the time, that the 
country of Susc must now resemble in appciirance the laud 
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of Canaan in the time ol" Joshua, both in regard to its 
numerous little walled cities; its fertile soil; and in many 
other respects ; and that the frequent irruptions of the 
hordes ol wild Ai'abs from the Desert, destroying and laying 
waste the country, and the cities they are able to overpower, 
bore a strong reseinblauce to the. conduct of the amdent 
Israelites, when led from the deserts of Arabia into the cul- 
• tiyated •country near tliem ; with this difi'erence, however, 
that the Israelites were then particulaiJy guided, sujipoited, 
and protected by Divine Power, luul consequently were 
enabled to. act in unison, and with decisive effect against 
tliose small, feeble, and ill-constructed cities. 

In travelling from Mogadore to Tangier, in the empire of 
Morocco, and coming to those parts of the provinces of 
Abdah and Duquella, which are entirely peopled by Arabs 
living in tents, and in a jirimitive or Avandering state, (their 
tents being formed of the same matt'rials, and pitched in 
the same manner as those of the Arabs on the Desert,) I 
observed that these people were of a much lighter com- 
plexion than those on the Desci't; but that circumstance, in 
all probability, was owing to the climate’s being more 
temperate; to their being less exposed to the rays of the 
sun, and better clothed ; yet their ft;atures Avere nearly the 
same, and those of both bear a strong resemblance to those 
of the Barbary JeAvs, who also have black eyes and Arab 
noses, lips, hair, and stature, and Avdiose complexion is bill 
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a shade or two lighter than that of the Moorish Arabs, 
which is chieily occasioned by their different modes of life, 
the Jews all living in cities, and the Arabs in the fields: the 
Jews, however, are stouter men than the Arabs, owing, most 
likely, to the unrestrained .intercourse between the lusty 
Moors and the Jewesses, See. I’hat these Arabs and thost' 
who live on the Desert, are the same race of nua), 1 have 
not the smallest doubt: their height, shajie, e3^es, noses, and 
other features, together tvith their eustonis, inanneis, and 
habits, being essentially the same. Ijctween the liarbary 
Jews and the present Arabs, there is only a slight difference 
in their religious ceremonies and belief, and both very 
much resemble those fonns which were followcfl by the old 
Jewish patriarchs, and their fathers and brctliren, as recorded 
in the Book of Genesis. 'I’here is one more singular coin- 
cidence betwi'cn the custoinsof the old Israelites and present 
Arabs, which, though seemingly unimpoitant, 1 shall, never- 
theless, mention. The Arabs, both on the JJesert and in 
Morocco, when they have occasion to go abroad iVom their 
tent, in order to obey one of the most pressing calls of 
nature, always carry a stick or paildle with them, in the 
manner and for the same purpose as is nu'ntioned of the 
ancient Isnudites in the twenty-third chapter of Deuterono- 
my, the twelfth and thirteenth verses. 'I'iie men always sit 
close to the ground to urinate, and compelled us, while 
slaves, to do the saint'. 
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In journoving tliroiigli the provhu e of Duquclla, 1 learned 
from ocular deinonslration wliat was meant wlicn certain 
personages are dcsc.rihe<l in Holy Writ, as having an 
abundance of flocks and herds, See. We stopjxid, and 
pitched our tent one night within a Houhar, which T found 
in the morning to consist of one hundred and fifty-lbiir 
tents: they were pitched in form of a hollow stjuare, and 
about 3 'ards jipart, occiqrving a large space of ground, 
and all of them facing inwards: before each of these tents, 
the owner had made his bcasis lie down for tin' night. I felt 
a desire to. know the number of animals each man jiossesscd, 
and in order ’to make an estimate of the rvliolc with correct- 
Jiess, 1 stopped, counted, and set down the wlioh* number 
that hi}'^ in separate flocks before thirty of the tents nearest to 
where I rvas, and then made an average of their numbers i’or 
each tent, which wen* nineteen camels, eleven head of neat 
callle, six asses, fifty-live shecj), and fifty-two goats: the 
whole of the horses wilhin ihedouhar, 1 counted sojiarately: 
tiiey amounted to one hundred and e:ighty-six. 1 think the 
flocks I counted were a liiir average of the whole, and 1 
compute them accordingly ; that is, two thousand nine 
hundred and tvvent^'-six camels; one hundred and eight)' -six 
horses; eight thousand seven hundred and seventy i^eep; 
eight thousand and eight goats; and nine hundred and 
twenty asses: — they had besides a considerable number of 
dung-hill fowls, and a great plenty of dogs. 1 also counted 
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the number of inhabitants occupying fifty tents, which 
averaged, including slaves and children, nine to a tent, or 
one thousantl tliree hundrc<l and eighty-six in all. These 
Arabs lead a pastoral life, and though the amount of their 
flocks, at first sight, appears great, yet when it is taken into 
view that their only employment is to feed cattle, in which 
consists their whole riches or wealth, and their daily support, 
the number will not be considered as uiu’easonably great. 
This douhar was said to belong to the Sheick Mohammed ben 
Abdela, a very old man, (whom I saw,) and to consist of his 
family only — if so, this Arab must have been very rich and 
powerful, even like Abraliam the patriarch, who had three 
hundred and eighteen servants born in his own house, able to 
go forth to war, (Genesis xiv. 14,) or like pious Job, who was 
pre-emiinently blessed wdtli flocks and herds, and was also, 
most probably, an Arab. 
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CHAFrER XXXII. 

The author ships his companions on hoard a vessel for Gibraltar, 
and sets out himself to travel by land for Tangier — villany of 
his Jerv companion — Account of a great Moorish saint — 
description of the country — of the towns of el Ksebbah and 
Saffy. . 

HaV(N G recovered iny strength, so as to be able to under- 
take a journey by land, and being desirous of viewing that 
part of the empire of Morocco which lies betAveen Moga- 
doie and Tangier, and also to visit the American Consul 
General l esiding at that place, i>i order to make effectual 
arrangcmenls for the redemption of the remainder of my 
unfortunate crcAV, should they be yet alive, I shipped my 
companions on board a Genoese schooner that navigated 
under the English Hag, bound for GibralUir, where I in- 
tended to meet them. I drew bills on my fi'iend, Mr. Horatio 
S])iagu<.', of Gibraltar, for the amount of cash actually 
expended by Mr. Willshire in obtaining our redemption, 
and in furnishing us Avith clothing, though he had given, 
both to me and my men, many articles of Ins own clothing, 
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for which he would not receive payment, nor would he 
accept of an}'^ compensation for his trouble, for our board, 
nor for the extraordinary expenses incurred in conse(iuence 
of his exertions to render us every assistance;, as Avell as 
every service and comfort in-his power, during the whole of 
our stJty with him lor about two months. 

Elio /agury, the Jew whom I have before mentioned, was 
also going to set out for Tangier by lands eoid as my friend 
did not wish me to be troubled with the arrangements for 
provisions, tSce. on the road, he agreed with Zagury, for him 
to furnish me with every thing ne(H;ssary during the journey, 
except a bed, and paid him the amount agreed on, Ixd'ore- 
hand, which was a. handsome sum. 

On the 4th day of January, IBKi, all being previously 
preparetl, the schooner sailed with Mr. Savage, Jiurns, Clark, 
and Horace on boai'd. After seeing her safe out of tlu; 
harbour, I went, accompanied by Mr. Willshire, into the 
Jews’ lo'wn, to the house of old Zagury, where 1 took my 
leave of the Jew priest bcl'ore mentioned, and we proceeded 
without the northern city gate, where; the Jews are permitted 
to mount their mules or asses. I then found that the mule- 
on which 1 was to trave;!, was already loaded with two largo 
trunks, one mattress, and provisions in proportion, anti was 
told by Zagury lliat I must get on the top of this cargo, 
and ride the best way I couhl, as he should procuic no 
other mule on my account. I was not at all pleased at this 
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plan, but my friend told me it was only a Jew's t»ick, and 
such a one as every man may expect to be served who has 
any dealings with those villains : he then ordered his own 
mule to be brought for me, which Avas ready saddled in the 
gateway, and kept there, I believe, for the purpose, antici- 
pating deceit on thp part of the Jew ; though in this, as in 
cA’ery other instance, he endeavoured to lighten, as much as 
• possible, the ivcight of the obligations he had laid me under, 
llis mule was one of the handsomest and finest I had ever 
seen — to have refused riding it at that time, would have been 
to doubt hi.s friendship — so 1 mounted the mule, and pro- 
ceeded northwdrd in company Avith Mr. Willshire and his 
trusty frieud, Rais bel Cossim, on horseback. We rode on, 
conversing together for about two hours, along the sand- 
beach, when Ave stopped a few moments, and took some re- 
freshments. It Avas there I took my leave of my benefactor. 
This painful parting, I shall not attempt to describe: a last 
look was at length taken, and a final adieu uttered. When he 
rode back toAvards the city, and 1 proceeded on my journey. 
We went silently along, and mounted up the bank : our 
company consisted of young Zagury; an old JeAv named 
David ; a Jew servant; two Moors, Avho were the muleteers, 
and an imperial soldier for our guide, aa'cII mounted on a 
high-spirited hoi’se, and fully armed: he was a fine-looking 
felloAv, though half negro, and possessed all that suavity of 
manners, so conspicuous in a first-rate Moor or Arab. From 
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these soldiers, tlic emperor chooses his AJcayds and officers 
for the army : if they only possess talents and bravery, their 
colour is disregartled. The Jews called him Alcayd, by 
way of making themselves appear more respectable, and 
me they styled cl Tihib del Sultan, or the Sultan’s doctor. 

We proceeded on till near dark through a dreary country, 
when Avc came to the Omlays, or three springs ; there wc 
found a number of travellers Avatering their camels, mules, 
and asses. Having let our Ix^asts drink, Ave turned aside a 
little to the south, in a ploughed held, near a feAv stone- 
houses, and pitched for the night. We had a bell tent, 
which was a very good one, made of two thicknesses of 
canvass ; it Avas large enough to contain tAvo beds spread 
out, and very tight, and left plenty of room besides for our 
other things. We had Avith us a box containing tea, coffee, 
sugar, &c. coals to make a hre, and all the utensils necessary 
for cooking : so we had a cup of tea, and ate some cous- 
coo-soo for our supper, and went to sleep very comfortably. 
The soldier and the muleteers slept outside the tent on the 
ground, wrapped up only in their haicks : this is the 
constant practice of the Moors and Arabs Avhen travelling, 
and tliey wonder that people of other nations do not prefer 
that method to any other : they earry this custom so far, that 
many of the male inhabitants of the cities sleep on the tops 
of their houses (which are flat) in preference to sleeping on 
tlieir mattresses under cover. 
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At daylight on the morning of the 5th, all our r(»mpany 
were in a bustle, being busily engaged in striking our tent, 
and loading the mules, while a cup of coflce was preparing, 
and some eggs boiling for our breakfast ; and we set off on 
our journey long before sunrise. We tiuvellcd along this 
day on uneven ground, through groves of Arga tre-cs, which 
gre^v thereabouts spontaneously, and were then loaded with 
the oil-nut of various sixes and colours, from a deep green 
through, to a lively yellow. 'I’he very shrubs and bushes 
among Avhich our path lay, were in blossom, and diffu.sed a 
most delightful fragrance. We still heard the roaring of the 
troubled -occait, dashing against this inhospiUible coast, and 
which had been constantly dinning iny ears for more than 
two months ; for it being urged towards this coast by the 
continual trade-winds, it never ceases its loud roarings, 
which may generally be heard at the distance of from 
twenty to thirty miles from the sea. The Atlas mountains 
were still in view, whose pointed tops, now covered ivith 
snow, seemed to glitter in the sun, though at a very great 
distance. About sunset, we came near a village consisting 
of about twenty stone-houses, flat roofed, one story high, 
and as many more built with reeds or sticks, in form of a 
sugar-loaf, with a small mosque or place of worship in the 
mitlst. Near this village, which was not walled in, the first 
1 had seen of the kind, we pitched our tent, and soon after 
this Avas done, a great number of unarmed JMoors, probably 
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lour or five hundred, came by turns to look at us, and in- 
quire who I was. At tlie same time the owner of the village 
sent to tell us we were welcome, and that lie was sorry it 
was not in his power to furnish barley for our mules, for his 
whole crops had been cut off by the locusts for the last three 
years : that he had bought twenty ducats wortli that day, 
but it was all gone, as an unusual number of travellers had 
called on him ; however, he sent us a loij\ of good mutton, 
which I w as pressed to accept, and about two dozen of eggs : 
our Moors were also supplied with cous-coo-soo. 1 learned 
from Zagury, that this man was esteemed a great saint by 
all the Moors; tliat his name was Mohammed Ilfactesba; 
that he taught all pious Moors who wished it, to read in the 
Koran, and the Mohammedan law s ; that he generally had 
from one to three hundred scholars or students, who came 
from every part of the empire; that he taught all who came, 
and supplied them with provisions gratis — ^that his wife and 
one daughter prepared the victuals and cooked for all those 
people without any assistance whatever, Avhich was con- 
sidered by tlie Moors a continual miracle, and this, Zagury 
assured me, he for his owm part firmly believed : that he 
entertained all travellers who chose to call on him, free of 
expense ; but, added he, where all his property comes from 
to enable him to pay these enormous expenses, nobody 
knows. 

It w'as soon reported about that an English doctor was in 
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Ihe tent, and the old saint sent and begged me to call and 
see him : so taking Zagury with me to act as interpreter, I 
was conducted by some Moors to his presence, where I was 
welcomed by a withered old man, who was seated on a mat 
on the outside, and leaning against the wall of his house — it 
was the saint : he requested me to sit down near him, and 
then inquired of Zagury who I was : Zagury satisfied him 
‘ on that point, and gave him besides a short sketch of my 
late disasters — ^the saint said, he was a friend to Christians 
and men of every other religion ; that we were all children 
of the same heavenly Father, and ought to treat each other 
like brothers; he also remarked, that God was great and 
good, and had been very merciful to me, for which I ought 
to be thankful the remainder of my life. He next informed, 
me, that he was very lame in his legs, occasioned in the first 
place by a stone falling on one of his feet, that had lamed 
and laid him up for three or four months, and when he had 
so far recovered as to be able to ride out on his ihule, die 
animal fell down with him, imd injured his lame foot and leg 
so much tliat he had not since been able to use it : this, he 
said, happened about a year ago, and witliin the last few 
months, his other leg had become affected, and he had now 
lost the use of both of them, which were extremely painful ; 
he said he did not murmur at his lameness, because he knew 
it came from God, and was a punishment for some of his 
sins; yet he hoped the Almighty woidd be merciful, and 
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pardon his offences, and permit him to ivalk again, so that 
he might take care of his guests, and do more good in the 
world : he also told me that the number %vho Avere then stu- 
dying the Sacred Writings with him, amounted to about 
three hundred. I examined his legs ; they were very thin, 
and yet seemed to be consuming with a feverish heat ; no 
skin was broken, and I concluded that he laboured under 
an inveterate chronic disorder, particularly as the joints were 
much swelled. I asked him, if he had ever applied any 
thing as a remedy, or taken any medicine for this disorder ; 
he said, no, except that he had bound some Arabic writing 
round them, furnished by a man eminently skilled in the 
science of witchcraft ; that he had also kept them wet with 
oil, but had received no benefit whatever from either of 
those applications ; he further said, hekneAV some men Avere 
endowed with the gift of healing, and hoped that I could 
prescribe something that Avould ease his pains. 1 told him, 
that I felt disposed to render him all the service in my 
power ; that I would see Avhat medicine I had, and Avould 
consider his case : then assuming the air of a (juack doctoi*, 
I retired to my tent with a A'ery thoughtful countenance. 
Our conversation was carried on by the hel[) of Zagury as 
an interpreter. I really wished to administer some relief to 
this good man, AV'ho was afflicted with such a painful dis- 
order, and accordingly prepared some soap pills, which 
was the only medicine I had with me, and sent them to him. 
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with directions how to take them. I also advised him to 
discontinue the use of oil ; to rub his limbs frequently with 
dannel-cloths, in order to promote the due circulation of the 
fluids ; to endeavour to walk every day with the assistance 
of two men, using his legs as much as possible, even if they 
did pain him, and to bind them up in fine salt every night, 
while the heat continued : this, 1 fancied, might allay the 
fQver. I also directed a drink U> be made for him, by 
boiling the roots of some particular herbs in water, and tlius 
tbrining a kind of decoction. Having explained the nature 
of his disorder to him, in the best manner I was able, which 
gave him some encouragement, I retired to my tent. Many 
of the Moors came and wauled me to prescribe something 
for their various disorders, which 1 did according to the best 
of my judgment, and the medicines I had within my power. 
Among the rest, was a poor old gray-headed man ; he came 
near, and thrusting his head under the tent, cried out — 
Tibib, Tibib: (Doctor, doctor:) my guard was ‘going to 
drive him away, but I told liini to let him alone, tliat I 
might find out what ailed him, for he seemed to be in great 
distress — so I told Zagury to ask him w hat his disorder 
was : this he made known without ceremony — he said, 
he had been a husband to three wives ; that two of them, 
who had died, loved him exceedingly ; that his present wife 
was very young, fat, and handsome, and yet she was so 
cold, that notwithstanding all his cai'esses, she could not 
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return his love : his case was, indeed, a vciy plain one, but 
to prescribe a remedy, needed some reflection — so the Jew 
told him to go away, and return in half an hour. AVhen he 
returned, I pretended to sympathize wilh him in his afflic- 
tions, and recommended that he should set her about no 
kind of work ; that he should entreat he,r kindly ; feed her 
on the dish called skanah ; i. e, peas baked in an oven, and 
swimming in beef s riiaiTOw, Avith a j)lcnty of soft boiled eggs 
and rich spices in her cous-coo-soo, &c. &c. — ^that he should 
join with her in all her repasts, and chew opium himself, if 
he could procure any, and by no means to have intercourse 
witli her oftener than once in two weeks. He promised very 
faithfully to obey my directions, though he did not seem to 
relish the last item of advice ; but I assured him, a\ ith much 
affected gravity, that I had done my very best ; so he left 
me with a shower of blessings for my kindness, after having 
bestoAved two dozen of fresh eggs on my J cav interpreter for 
his troublte. The Moors who were tlie pupils of the saint, 
joined in prayer, and chanted over sacred poetry for about 
an hour on account of his disorder, begging of God to heal 
their benefactor, &c. 

January the 6th, Ave started early in the morning, after 
I had taken leave of the good old man. AVe proceeded on 
our journey, descending the hills to the north about half an 
hour, wlien Ave saAV one of the Moors Avho Avaited on the old 
man the night before, running after us, and hallooing very 
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loudly to make us stop, which wc did, and he soon came 
up, bringing Zagury^s gold w'atch, which he had [>ut under 
his head the night bclbre on the ground where out tent ahis 
pitched, and h.ad left it through forgetfulness and haste: 
this watch, together with an elegant gold seal, chain, anti 
trinkets, was worth, at least, three Inindred dollars : the 
Moor generously refused any compensation for his trouble, 

’ and I told Zagury'it was well for him that the people where 
he left it were not Jews : to this he assented, and said that 
he believed that the saint was the most honest man in the 
Avorld. ’ , 

After travelling about two hours in a northerly direction, 
wc came near the ruins, or rather the Avails of an old town 
or fortress — it Avas situated on the left bank of the riAor 
Tensift : the w alls Avere built in a square form ; Avere about 
one mile in circuit, and flanked with thirty small toAvors, 
with embrasures, Avhere cannon miglit haAo been rrjountcrl. 
A part of the southern Avail had fallen doAvn ; it/was very 
thick, and within Avas nothing but a heap of stones and 
ruins. On inquiry, J Avas told by my guard, that this tow'n 
Avas built by the fonner Sultsm, Sidi Mohammed, in order 
to secure a passage across the river, Avhen the [)eop1c of the 
province of Abdah rebelled against him ; that it Avas avcII 
garrisoned, and mounted with a great many cannon, and 
called el Ksehhah, or the strong lion-like fortress; .that it 
Avas dismantled by the piesent Emperor, Avho took aAvay the 
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cannon, and that the garrison and all the inhabitants wei'e 
destroyed a few years ago by the plague, since which no 
soul has ventured to live in it. We rode on and ci’ossed 
this stream, dignified by the name of river, but which, in 
fact, is no more in the dry season than an American brook. 
The country, in its valley, which is very wide, is rich and 
level ; is said to be overflowed in a rainy season, and was 
at this time cultivated in many parts. We went along its 
right bank, and saw the site or ruins of what is called old 
Swearah, on its left bank, near its entrance into the sea : 
there are now only a few huts and four saint-hbuses to be 
seen; all the other parts of the town arc buried’ in sand, 
blown from the sea-shore. I'he river, near its mouth, is 
both deep and wide, and the soldier said it was onoe a con- 
siderable jjort, where vessels could enter, but its mouth is 
now entirely dammed up witli sand ; only leaving a small 
passage for the water, which runs off in a shallow stream to 
the sea, 5ver a beach of two hundred yards in brt!adth, and 
so high that the tide cannot enter the river’s mouth. From 
the banks of this river we proceeded towards the sea-shore, 
and descending the high steep bank, we entered belv\'ecn it 
and the first bank from the ocean, and travelled along a 
delightful inclined plane, about four miles in breadth : the 
surface of this plane was covered with verdure, and flowers 
of all the variegated colours of the rainbow, resembling in 
appearance the richest Turkey carpet. 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 515 

About the midcllo of the afternoon we met a courier four- 
teen days from Tangier; having an ink-horn and paper with 
me, I wrote by him a few lines to my friend Willshirc, and 
W'c proceeded along towards Safty, pronounced by the 
natives S'fcc. 'Phis inclined plane was the most beautiful 
that can be imagined ; speckled over with herds of cattle 
and numerous flocks of sheep, Avhich Mere quietly grazing 
on its rich herbajSfc. As it was the sixth day of the week, 
and the Jews with me were obliged by their religion to stop 
the seventh, during their Sabbath, 1 had a mind to pitch 
our tent on this delightful plain, anti jiass the Sabbath of 
rest by reposing on its tlowny bosom, and inhaling its deli- 
cious fragrance; but Zagury assured me it was not safe to 
lodge there, and that he must enter S’fee in order to recruit 
his stock of provision, for that a Jew could eat no kind of 
meat . except it was killed by a priest of his nation. lie was 
exceedingly superstitious, though educated in England, and 
we kept on towards Saffy. When in sight of the walls of 
that city, we came near a large saint-house, on a clifl’ near 
the sea’s brink — ^liere our soldier and muleteers made the 
Jews dismount, and pass this house barefoot, though at 
half a mile’s distance from our path : he told me that the 
house was built over the remains of a great saint; that every 
man who was not a Moslemin must walk past it barefoot ; 
that people came to visit it from all quarters to be cured of 
their diseases ; but, added he, as you are a good man, and 

tJ 2 
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very weak, you may ride past, but must pay the saiut one 
dollar toAvards keeping his house in repair. I did not much 
relish this mode of giving away my money, and told the 
soldier so ; but he replied, that no Christian must pass it 
without tliis tribute, and that it Avould be demanded from 
him on his entrance into S’fee. 1 was convinced it was 

4 

only a trick of his to extort money ; but there was no getting 
off, and so 1 paid him the dollar, telling him at the same 
time I should set it down as a debt to the saint’s account, 
and presumed he would have no objection to repay me in 
another world ; “No, (said he,) that saint was very liberal 
in this Avorld, and will, no doubt, pay you both principal 
and interest in the other, and intercede for your admission 
into Paradise into the bargain he was a shrewd fellow, 
and understood my fechngs on llic subject ])crlectly. 

Atlcr the Jews had Avalkcd about a niilt;, they were again 
permitted to ride. We approached the city on its south- 
east or fortress side; some ruins of its ancient walls were still 
visible, which proved it to have formerly been, at least, I’our 
times larger than at present. It was near night, and Ave 
went round the fortress, Avhich appeared to be A cry strong, 
and Avas defended by a double wall; it is situated on an 
eminence, Avhich not only commands tlic city that is attached 
to it below, but is also well situated for defending all the 
entrances into the town, and has a good number of cannon 
mounted on it: tlie whole appears extremely Avell calculated 
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for defence, and I imagine it must originally have been 
constructed by some eminent European engineer. A small 
brook of water runs from the east near the northern wall of 
the city. We entered it at the eastern gate, and proceeded 
through a crowd of spectators to the house of Zagury’s Jew 
friend. The Jews were obliged to dismount, and walk into 
the city, but they allowed me to ride. Having entered the 
co.urt, (for the building was very spacious, but had very 
much dcca^fed, and was fast crumbling to the ground,) we 
ascended a broken sfciircasc to the gallery of the first story, 
and were conducted to a small room tliat had bec^n shut up, 
apparently, for a long time; the unhinged door and shattered 
w'indow'-slmttcr Avere, however, removed to accommodate 
our company, and 1 took a peep into the apartment ; it was 
about ten feet squares, and nearly filled with filth of almost 
every description ; the AAdiole fermenting in rancid Argan 
oil, which far exceeded in scent the most stinking fisli or 
blubber oil. The effluvia arising from this ncwl^ ojiened 
bed of nastiness entering my olfactory nerves, Avas immedi- 
ately transmitted to the stomach, and brought on an in- 
stantaneous vomiting, Avhich continued for about two hours 
without intermission, until my stomach Avas completely 
empty, and it tlireAV up besides a cousidcrahlc quantity of 
fresh blood : this abominable stench caus(;d nausea even in 
the JeAvs’ stomachs ; hoAvcver, as there Avas no other place to 
lodge in, and the woather looked likely for rain, they cleared 
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out this chamber, washed it with hot-water, and fumigated 
it aftenvards with burning charcoal and brimstone ; Zagury 
taking care to observe, by w'ay of recommendation, tliat this 
iiouse was built by a Christian, and that its occupants, who 
were his father’s friends, were the most respccUiblc Jews in 
S’fee. The house was, indeed, large, and had been very 
commodious, but its Jewish tenants, consisting oi’ about 
twenty miserable dirty lamilies, did not choose to lend i?or • 
let to us a b(;tter apartment, and after refreshing myself witli 
a cup of strong tea, my stomach became composed, and 1 
went through, in the course of the evening, theii' religious 
ceremonies, in company with tlie Jews, as 1 have before 
deseribed. 

In Saft’y, the Jews live in company with, i. e. promis- 
cuously among the Motirs in ad joining houses. On their 
iSabbath, all the men belonging to the house w'ent to the 
synagogues, and tlie women, in the mean time, decked 
themselves in their best attire; they had already stained the 
insides of their hands and fingers, between every joint, and 
their finger-nails, yellow ; had borrowed and put on fine ear- 
rings and neeklaces of pearl and amber, and golden chains, 
golden hearts, and other trinkets ; these hung down upon 
tlieir naked bosoms : they wore bracelets on their ancles 
and wrists, and had put on clean linen, or rather, cotton 
chemises, which was to diem a real luxury. Their hair, wliich 
was long and black, was newly braided, and greased over 
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smoothly with Argan oil : they had painted their eyes and 
eyebrows black, and the most of them wore slippers ; thus 
tricked up in all their finery, two of the most handsome and 
stylishly dressed damsels, >vith a number of the second-rate, 
came round to that side of thd gallery where I sat quietly 
and alone, writing .down notes for my journal : they first 
expressed their wonder at my manner of Avriting from left to 
right ; then at the letters I formed, &c. — and having, by this 
method, succeeded in div'crting rny attention from what 1 
Avas about, the two smartest looking girls, Avho Avere about 
sixteen and eighteen years of ago, with quite pretty faces, 
and richly dressed, invited me to go Avith them, and see their 
father’s room : iny (uiriosity jirompted me to comjily, and I 
sufi’ered tlunn to lead me along into their chamber, Avhere 
their inolher, a vc'ry dtishy middle aged Avoman, AA’as sitting 
on a mattress ; and as they hail no other seat, they invited 
me to sit doAvn on the same bed beside her. After due 
salutations, the old lady left the room, shutting ^hc door 
after her. The object ol' these sirens Avas to get money 
from me ; but finding 1 aa-^us able to Avithstand all their 
temjAtations, they at last permitted me to retire, but not 
before thc'-y had tried CA'cry indelicate art and enticement, of 
''''hich itu^y Avcrc complete mistresses, to eftect their purpose. 
After J had withdraAAm from the room, 1 Avas shoAvn into all 
the otlier apartments on tliat floor, in succession, an.d their 
artifices were still played ofl' to Avin me, or rather my cash. 
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ontil, at length, finding that all their wiles proved abortive, 
they next had recourse to begging for money, but I had 
none to spare them. 

The Jews in Salfy arc very poor and miserable ; they 
were generally about half clbthed, and that with filthy rags. 
Saffy is a small place, and has no trade ; so that the Jews 
are hard put to it, and are obliged to resort to every base 
expedient in order to gain a mere subsistfencc. 1 could not 
but pity their condition, and lament the depravity to which 
they all seemed to be prone, though, perhaps, oftentimes 
plunging into guilt from sheer necessity. 

This day I went in company with my guard to view the 
town and port of S’tee : the town is small, and strongly 
walled in on all sides : the walls, for the most part, are made 
of rough stone and lime, like those of Mogadore or Swearah, 
except that part next the sea, Ax hich is laid uj) with large 
hewn stone, and appears very strong; the walls are flanked 
with foui^i, towers, besides the el Ksebbah, on which cannon 
are mounted, and a battery at the w'ater-porl. The towm 
lies very low', and is suiToundcd on all sidiis by hills, and 
appears to be the receptacle of all the filth of the counti'y 
near it. Its streets are very narrow, crooked, irregular, and 
not paved : the houses arc built of rough stone and lime ; 
hai e tew windows next the streets ; are from one to three 
stories .high, and flat-roofed ; but, like the houses in the 
cities in Spain, have a court, the interior of which serves for 
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a Stable. The public buildings arc three mosques, with 
high square towers, and a large hewn stone building, for- 
merly occupied as a custom-house, but now uninhabited 
and falhng to pieces. The Jews have also twelve small 
rooms for tJie purpose of worshipping, which they call 
synagogues. The number of inhabitants in Safty is com- 
puted at twenty thousand, that is, sixteen thousand Moors 
and four thousand^ Jews. The walls of the present town, 
including the fortress, are about one mile in circumference. 
Tlie inhabitants of the city are sup])lied witli good water, 
brought in kegs on asses irom the brook that washes its 
norlheru M'alls.' .All the cattle, sheep, &c. that are owned in 
and feed near S’fee, arc driven within the walls every night, 
and from its aiijicarauce, no dirt is ever carried out of the 
city : the filth in the streets was in many parts two feet deep 
at the least, so that it was quite impossible for me to get along 
through the mire without being besmeared with it up to my 
knees. Passing along one street as well as I could wick my 
way, I lost both my shoes in the mud, but some Jew boys 
recovered them again ; for which service I had to pay them 
half a dollar. 

'J’he bay of SafTy is fonned by the projection of Cape 
Cantiu ; is very spacious, and well defended by that cape 
from the common trade-winds. Vessels visiting that place 
arc obliged to anchor very broad in the offing, and where 
the ground is said to be very foul : the landing-place is 

3 X 
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either on a sand beach, upon which the surf breaks with 
considerable violence, or else in among some rocks, where 
there was formerly a kind of basin, which is now nearly 
filled up with sand. There were about twenty fishing-boats 
on this beach, which were in a bad state of repair, 'flie port 
of Salfy has been shut by order of the Sultan for several 
years. A circular fort stands on a hill to the north, and 
within half cannon shot of the town, and which complctel}' 
commands it: it had been lately dismantled, and the cannon 
carried into the city for fear it would be taken possession of 
by field Moors and Arabs during the late rebellion. I’he 
land in the vicinity of this city is for the most part un- 
cultivated. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Continuation of thp journey — description of Ashedre — of a 
flight of locusts — of the destroying locust of Africa — Maza~ 
gan, AzamorCj Garlbeda, Afdallah — arrival at Rabat. Of 
Rabat. 

We left Safly early on the morning of the 7th of January, 
and found the 'country, as we proceeded northward, more 
open, but not much cultivated : the ground was covered 
with flowers of different kinds, and every shrub was also in 
full blossom, and seemed to vie in beauty with its neighbour, 
while .their blended fragrance rising, with the exhaling dews, 
and wafted along by a gentle land-breejsc, conveyed to the 

Wei travelled 

along during this whole day on uneven ground, frequently 
meeting large droves of loaded camels and mules, and 
passing many groups of tents, some formed of woollen 
cloth, and pitched in the same manner as the Arab tents on 
the; Desert, and others with reeds ; regaling ourselves occa- 
sionally with milk, which w'e found to be excellent, and in 
great abundance, and at night pitched our tent near one of 
those flying camps, which are here called Douhars. 

3x2 


soul sensations of the most exquisite delight. 
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On the inoniing of the 8th, we started very early, and after 
riding about three hours, came to the walls of an old 
Portugueze town and fortress, now called Asbedre, but in 
ruins and deserted. It is situated on the second bank from 
tlie sea, one hundred feet above a beautiful harbour or small 
port and sound, formed by an opening through the first 
bank, Avhich resembles the entrance of a dock : it appeared 
shallow, and one vessel only can enter at a time. I'his pent 
seems to be capable of containing a vast number of small 
vessels, where they might ride in perfect safety in all seasons 
of the year: here is also, near the walls of the ruin, a small 
Moorish settlement of badly built houses and tents. Passing 
this, we entered into one of the richest valleys ever formed 
by nature ; the face of the esirth here was smiling with culti- 
vation, and speckled over with docks and herds : here 
thousands of oxen, sheep, goats, and camels, horses and 
asses, were peaceably feeding in concert, while hundreds of 
the inhabitants were busied in tilling the rich soil, in sowing 
wheat and barley, and cutting down, with a common sword, 
the weeds that grew where they had reaped their last crops, 
higher than their hcatls, and some of tliem more than an 
inch in thickness, in order to admit the plough. This valley 
is bounded on the south by a long sound or narrow arm of 
the sea, in ivliich the tide ebbs and flows many feet : the sea- 
water enters it near Asbedre, and on its right : the valley is 
bounded by n hill of easy ascent : its mean breadth is about 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GREAT DESERT. 525 

four miles, and its length about twenty miles. The valley 
contains hundreds of wells of excellent water fitted with solid 
Slone basins around their mouths, which were covered wdth 
large stones ; these serve to give drink to their fiocks, and to 
quench the thirst of the we'ary labourer and traveller. 
Some of these wells were immensely deep, and a windlass 
was rigged to them to draw the water. 

iNear the middle of this valley we stopped to take our 
dinner- -my mind was absorbe<l in contemplating the riches 
and bcauti(^s of bountiful nature, when I observed something 
that ajjpeared like a cloud of thi(;k smoke rising over the 
hill at the north-east, and with the wind, approaching us 
rapidly. 1 remarked to my Jew, that there must be a 
monstrous fire in that quarter; no, said he, they are only 
locusts. In the mean time the flight was fast approacliing, 
and soon came within a short di.stance, and directly towards 
us. Every labourer’s attention was instantly turned from 
his plough and other employment; the oxen wercy stopped ' 
and every one stood aghast witli apprehension and dismay 
painted in strong colours on his anxious countenance, 
fearing his field was to become the prey of this devouring 
plague. The locusts began to descend and aliglited to the 
northward of us ; very few passing Avherc Ave sat ; we soon 
mounted and roilc on, and as we proceeded Ave found the 
Avhole surface of the ground covered Avith them as thick as 
they co.uld stand, and all busy in the w’^ork of destruction. 
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As it was necessary for them to clear our road to avoid 
being crushed to death by the trampling of our mules, those 
in and near the path rose as we passed along, fdling the air 
around us like one continued swarm of bees; whilst thousands 
came in contact with our faces and bodies. In this situation, 
fearing my eyes would be injured, I covered my face with 
a transparent silk handkerchief, and pushed on iny mule as 
fast as I could ; we were about two hours in passing this 
host of destroyers, which when on tht^ wing made a sound, 
as finely described in Holy Writ, “ like the rushing of horses 
into battle.” The space covered by this flight extended in 
length for about eight miles along the road and three miles 
in breadth. After they had fairly alighted, the Moors, each 
resuming his labour, left the locusts in the full enjoyment of 
their repast, assuring us, that when they had filled themselves, 
which would be in the course of that day and the night, 
they would move off in a body with the wind, probably one 
day's m^rch farther, where they would again repeat their 
ravages, leaving the remainder for other successive flights ; 
but which they hoped, by the blessing of Ood, would not 
destroy the whole of their crops and all the herbage, as they 
had done some years wdthin the last seven, during which 
space they had continued to lay waste the country. To see 
such fair prospects of crops thus blasted in a moment, would 
fill the inhabitants of more refined countries with feelings of 
despair, and their fields w'ould be lefl untilled ; while the 
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Mohammedan considers it either as a just chastisement from 
heaven for his own or his nation’s sins, or as directed by that 
fatality in which they all believe ; — ^thus when one crop is 
destroyed, if of wheat, they sow the same ground over again 
with barley, or plant it with Indian corn or peas, so as to 
have every possible chance for subsisting. These Arabs, 
while at their labour, are entirely naked, except a small piece 
of Avoollen cloth about their loins ; — ^they make use of the 
same plough and harness as the people of Suse, already de- 
scribed, but in this part of the country they j)lough with a 
pair of ox(ni — and here h^t me beg the reader’s indulgence 
I’or a few moments, while I undertake to give him a descrip- 
tion of that wonderful insect, the destroying locust, that so 
often lays waste the fcitile plains of Asia and the nortliern 
regions of Africa. I call him the destroying locust of 
Africa, because, as far as my memory serves me, he is first 
described in Holy W rit as a destroyer in the land of Egypt. 


DESCRIPTION. 


J 


The locust of Africa is a winged insect, which resembles 
both in size and appearance at the first view, the largest 
sized grasshopper of America; but on a close inspection, 
differs from him very materially : the shape of his head and 
face is similar to that of a common sheep, being crowned 
with two long and tapering protuberances, which tura back- 
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wards like the horns of a goat. lie has, attached to his 
muzzle, a pair of smellers or feelers, by the help of which 
he feels and gathers up the herbage about him, which he 
nips off, making a champing noise like a sheep when eating ; 
he has four wings, and the hinder pair are quite transpa- 
rent ; he has six legs, with two claws to each foot, which are 
divided something like the hoof of a sheep, but are much 
larger and pointed : he is stout about the neck, breast, and 
body : the hinder part of which is forked, and armed with a 
hard bony substance, by tlie help of which he can make a 
hole in the ground. 

The largest African locust is about four inches iu length, 
and one inch in diameter : he has the most voracious appe- 
tite of any insect in the world, and devours grass, grain, die 
leaves of trees, and every green thing, with indiscriminate 
and merciless avidity. They go forth by bands or flights, 
and each flight is said to have a king, which directs its move- 
ments with great regularity. Loeusts can fly only when 
their win^ are perfectly dry ; and when they rise, they 
always fly off before the wind, and fill the air like an im- 
mense cloud of thick smoke : — when the leader alights upon 
the ground, all the flight follows his example as fast as pos- 
sible. They are at times so numerous, that tliey may be 
said to cover the whole face of the country ; then they devour 
every spear of grass and grain, even eating it into the 
ground,- dislodging it root and branch, cutting off all the 
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leaves from the shrubs and trees, and sometimes all the bark 
from tender trees in a whole province, and that too in a very 
.short space of time. 

The present African locusts are of the same race of insects 
that arc ineiitioiied in the liible, as one of the j)lagues sent 
upon the land of ICgypt, by tin* Almighty : they havt; always 
been cionsitlered in the countries where they usually commit 
ravages as a scourge from Heaven, and as a punishinetii for 
the sins of the jicoplc. The locust has been described as 
being produced by some unknown physical cause, dift'erent 
from the ordinary mode ol' animal production : this is a mis- 
take ; Avhen I was in Mogadore, Mr. Willshirc told me that 
the locusts were produced by a very well known and natural 
cause ; tliat the femah^, a little before the flights disappear 
for the season, thrusts her hinder parts into the surface of 
the ground up to her wings, first having found a suitable 
spot of earth for that purpose : here she fonns a cell in shape 

like that made by the bee, but from one to three/ inches in 

# 

depth, and one to two inches in diameter. Ha^’ing made 
the sides of the cell strong by means ol* a glutinous matter, 
which she has the power of producing, she deposits her eggs, 
which are blackish, and so small, as scarcely to be distin- 
guishable with the naked eye: each cell is filled full, and 
contains an immense number of eggs: she then seals it over 
cjarefully with the same kind of glutinous matter of which 
tlie inside of the cell is fonned, and covering it over with 
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earth, slie leaves it to be hatched out by the heat of the sun 
in due time, which generally happens in the month of .Ta- 
il uaiy : the eggs in one cell alone produce a host of locusts, 
amounting to near a million. I opened and examined seve- 
ral cells in and near a garden, two miles from Mogadore, 
and was much surjnizcd to see the eggs lie thick together in 
one mass, like the spawn of fishes. I took up some of it on 
the tip of a sharp-pointed penknife, and separating and 
c ounting the eggs, by means of a microscope, as accurately 
as possible, I enumerated seven hundred and forty-one — 
admitting that every egg Avould produce a locust, and that 
the number contained in the small portion on the point of 
the penknife was the one thousandth part of the whole mass, 
(which -is a low estimate,) it proves that a single locust could 
produce in one season, even if she fills but one cell, upwards 
of half a minion of her species. When the locust is hatched, he 
crawls out of the earth a little worm, of a light brown colour, 
and the Avhole cell of them are said to hatch about tlic same 
time. This host of worms creep forth from the ground, and 
commence their march, all going one course, generally to- 
Avards the nordi or west, devouring every tiling green that 
comes in their way, and lca\ang behind diem a dismal scene 
of desolation. These reptiles grow so rapidly, that within 
the space of one week diey are prepared for their transfor- 
mation, when they climb up a stout spear of grass or a twig, 
attach tlicir skin fast to it, amd by a sudden effort, burst the 
skin asunder at its head, and come forth a four- winged in- 
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sect, with six legs : they remain a short time in the sun to 
dry themselv€» and their wings before they attempt flying, 
which they commence by trying separately to fly a short 
distance at a time, and continue fluttering and skipping like 
grasshoppers for two or tliree days ; next they set oft’ in a 
body on the wing, and fly from five miles to one hundred, 
without stopping, just as the country seems to please their 
taste, and they then go on as 1 have before described. 

Dry warm seasons are fiivourablt^ to the breeding of 
locusts, and a very wet cold one is sure to destroy them in 
the empire of Morocco until the flights come agjiin from 
other parts. ‘I do not know precisely the months in which 
the female locust makes luu' deposit of eggs, only that it is 
in the latter part of the summer, or first of the fall months. 
The old locusts, having done their share of mischief, are 
either driven off by the winds into the sea, or die a natural 
death ; thus making room for a new and more hungry swarm. 
When all have disapjieared in the Moorish empire, a few 
flights arc seen to come from the borders of the Desert, or 
from the coasts of Egvj)t, which again lay waste the whole 
country, until they are in their turn destroyed by frequent 
rains and cold damps, or strong gales from the land, whicl) 
sweej> them into the ocean. It is said at Mogadore, and 
believed by the Moors, Christians, and Jews, that the IJcrc- 
beries inhabiting the Atlas mountains, have the power to 
destroy every flight of locusts that comes from the sotith and 
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from the east, and thus ward off this dreadful scourge from 
all the countries north and west of this stupendous ridge, 
merely by building large fires on those parts of the ridge 
over which the locusts are known always to pass, and in the 
season when they arc likely to appear, Avhich is at a definite 
period within a certain number of days, in almost every 
year. The Atlas being high, and the peaks covered with 
snow, these insects become chilled in passing over them, 
when seeing the fires, they are attracted by the glare, and 
plunge into the flames. I do not know what degree of credit 
ought to be attached to this opinion, but it is certain that 
the Moorish Snltan ustxl to pay a consiflerable sum of mo- 
ney yearly to certain inhabitants of the sides of the Atlas in 
order to keep the locusts out of his dominions. The Moors 
and Jews further affirm, that during the time in which the 
Sultan paid the afore.saitl yearly stipend punctually, not a 
locust was to be seen in his dominions north and west of thc 
Atlas, but that about six years ago the Emperor refused to 
pay the r.tipulated sum, Ixicause no locusts troubled his 
country, and he thought he had been imposed upon ; and 
it so happened that the very same year the locusts again 
made their appearance, and have continued to lay waste tlie 
country ever since. 

Ijocusts are esteemed very good food by the Moors, 
Arabs, and .lews, in liarbary, who catch large nmubers of 
them ill their season, and throw them, while jmnping alive. 
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into a pan of boiling Argan oil : — ^hcre they hiss and fry 
until their wings are burned oh’, and their bodies are sufti- 
ciently cooked, when they arc poured out and eaten. J have 
seen many thousands cooked in this manner, and have had 
the curiosity to taste them ; they resemble in consistence 
and flavour, the yolks of hard boiled hens’ eggs. After my 
arrival at Tangier, ‘on conversing with our Consul General, 
Mr. Simpson, respecting the locusts, he confirmed the 
substanf':e of what 1 had before heard and obsen^d myself 
in Barbary concerning them. This ravenous insect had 
actually caust^d a iamine in that j>art of the country, so that 
Mr. Simpson* and the other Christian Consuls at Tangier 
were obliged to send to Gibraltar, and buy American flour 
lor the ordinary consumjrtion of their families ; inferior 
American flour was then selling at 'I’angicr for fifteen dollars 
per barrel, although before the scarcity occasioned by the 
locusts, the finest Barbary wheal used to be sold for one 
dollar and a half per barn^l. 

Mr. Simjison further slated, that in the year 1814, (to the 
best of my recollection as to the time,) being with his family 
at his house on Mount Washington, near Cape Spartcl, 
and where the locusts coveretl the whole face of the 
ground at night, when he arose the next morning, he could 
not perceive a single one, and observed to his lady, that all 
tlic locusts which liad remained with them for a long time, 
and destroyed most of the herbage about the country, had 
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disappeared ; lie Avondered at first what had become of 
them ; but after the fog iii the strait was dissipated, looking 
at a vessel through his glass, that was passing out, he 
observed that the whole surface of the water was covered 
wilh something that appeared like a reddish scum, and on 
reflection, it stinick him, that the locusts had attempted at 
night to migrate a(TOss the straits into Spain, flying before 
the wind, which was fair, and blowing from the southward ; 
but that they were cither lost in the fog, or checked on their 
passage by contrary winds, (which generally prevail in the 
straits at night, particularly in the summer time,) in the 
miildle of the strait ; and were thus forced by fatigue and the 
humidity of the atmosphere, to settle upon the surface of 
the water, from whence they could not rise, and were, con- 
se.(]ueritly, all drowuied. That two days afterwards, a vessel 
arrived at Tangier from Gibraltar, the captain of which 
confirmed his conjecture, by assuring him that vast numbers 
of dead locusts had been driven ashore on the rock of 
Gibraltar, and along the coast of Spain, from Algeciras to 
Tariffa, a distance of nearly twenty miles, and that there 
were still great numbers of their carcasses floating in the 
straits, near the Sjianish shore. I was also informed, that 
several years ago, nearly all the locusts in the empire, which 
wei*e at that time very iimnerous, and had laid waste the 
country, were carried off in one night, and drowned in tlxe 
Atlantic ocean ; that their dead carcasses a few days after- 



CAPTIVITY IN THE GKEAT DESEET. 535 

MTuds were driven by winds and currents on sliore, all along 
the western coast, extending from near Cape Spartel to beyond 
Mogadorc, forming, in many places, immense piles on the 
sand beach : that the stencli arising from their remains A\ as 
intolerable, and was supposetl to have produced the plague 
which broke out libout that time in various parts ol‘ the 
Moorish dominions. I have thus faithfully embodied what 
information I could obtain regarding the locust, from livijig 
authority, which I deem indubitable, and to wJiich I have 
added such facts and circmnsUinees as fell under my own 
observation, vmassisU^d by books : and 1 trust the whole 
will be found essentially correct. As 1 do not profess to be 
a naturalist, it cannot be expected that I should undertake 
to give a description of his interior formation, &c. — ^'I’o re- 
turn to my Journal : 

Lejiving this beautiful valley, embellished and enriched 
by many thousands of fig and other fruit trees, as well as 
many clumps of grape vines that seem to thrive exceedingly 
well, we ascended the hill on our right, and about dark 
approached a douhar or encamjiment that was surrounded 
by a stone wall : the chief ol‘ the douhar was not willing to 
let us enter within the walls, but our soldier telling him that 
I was the Sultan’s doctor, and must go in, he reluctantly 
consented, telling my guard, however, we must take care 
of our baggage ourselves, as the whole of the people 'in the 
douhar, both men and women, were ill of the venereal 
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disease. They offered us milk and eggs, and asked my 
advice in regard to llu;ir disorder; I told them 1 had no 
medicine Avith me — I, however, recommended a milk or 
light diet, and a drink to be made by steeping a certain 
root, having an affinity, in appearance, to sarsaparilhi, that 
is common in this part of the country ; ‘ and to let all drink 
plentifully of this decoction, for ten weeks, not doubting 
but it would prove beneficial. We slept here Avithout 
molestjition, started early on the morning of the 9th, and 
passed, in the course of the tlay, many douhars of tents in 
the open fields; many orchards regularly plantt’d, (‘rmsisting 
of several hundred fig-trees, fenced in with stone walls very 
thick, and from five to six feet in height : the land on l)oth 
sides of the path was principally (uiltivated. Zagury had 
dispatched our guide to Axamore before us, to a Jew in that 
town, in order to engage him to prepare some provisions 
against our arrival ; for they an; so siiperstitious, that they 
would iiQt even eat bread that had been baked in any other 
but a Jew^s oven, and received the priest’s blessing, for 
which, of t;ourse, he has his tythe. Proceeding forward at 
about ten A. M. we saw at sonic distance on our left, what 
David and Elio told me was the famous old town of Maza- 
gan : stopping here to take refreshment, a large number of 
Arab women came from some neighbouring douhars, to 
stare ut me and my dress : some of them were quite young, 
and Zagury began to rally them in a very coarse and rude 
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manner, asking them if they loved Christians, &c. upon 
which one very old woman said to him, “ There is Ma/agan ; 
(pointing towards the distant town ;) when that place was 
taken from the Christians, I helped to cut off one of their 
heads, and yet I love Christians better than the mean, 
cheating, inhdel Jews.” Zagury, not relishing tliis retort, 
dropped the conversation. 

. Riding on briskly, we arrived at Aaamore about 3 o’clock, 
P. M. On our approach, our Jews Avere obhged to dis- 
mount, and walk for about two miles to pass a saint-house, 
Avhich the .Moors hold in high veneration : this was tlic 
fiftieth saint-house I had seen since 1 left Swearah. Azamore 
is a town strongly walled in ; it lies on the left bank -of the 
liver Ormofrhear, one league from its mouth ; it is built in 
the form of an irregular quadrangle, and is about one mile 
in circumference: the river washes its eastern wall, while 
the other sides are defended by a deep ditch. We did not 
enter it, but from its appearance, it is an old-fashioned 
Portugueze town, badly built, and within and about the 
walls, very dirty. This stream was the only one I bad yet 
passed on this continent, that deser\'ed the n&me of river : 
it has a dangerous bar at its mouth, which is said to be 
navigable only for vessels drawing six feet water at high 
tides and in smooth weather — ^these may come alongside the 
walls of Azamore, where there is a very neat water-port for 
the reception of their cargoes, but it has now no external 
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commerce whatever: there are, however, some large manu- 
factories of Morocco leather and coarse earthenware in the 
suburbs outside the walls. AVe passed this river, which is 
here about two hundred yards Avide, in a good boat, built 
after the Spanish manner, large and well-managed by expert 
hands. We found here a good shad-fishery : there were ten 
large nets, and about one hundred and fifty stout Moors 
employed in this business at that time, .and in the proper 
season, which is from the first of January to April, they 
catch large quantities of shad, Avhich arc much esteemed in 
this country, and art: sold at the landing for about six cents 
a piece: they arc carried from hence to Fez, Mequinez, 
Morocco, Mogadore, and all the adjoining country. We 
remained on the bank of this river until dark, Avaiting for 
our provisions, Avhich came at last, and avc pitched our tent 
under tliree dale trees, about one mile from the bank. We 
had bought some shad, Avhich, when roasted, afforded us 
an excellent supper, as they were very fat and delicious. 

On the 10th, at two o^clock in the morning, avc started 
from this jilace, and OAving to the darkness, lost our path, 
and wandered about fi)r tAvo hours before it was found ; we 
rode all the day through a fine even country, passing many 
douhars, and travelling as usual; and at night [)itched our 
tent in the midst of one of the douhars, which 1 shall here 
describe, (having made mention of them frcipiently before,) 
and this description Avill answer for the whole of them, Avith 
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little variation. On our approach to Avithin fifty 3'^artls, we 
lialtecl, and Avere soon met by the chief, for they all have 
one head man, Avhoni they honour by the title of Sheick : he 
Avclcomcd us in very handsome terms; invited us to adA^ance; 
pointed out a j)lacc Avhich Avas.the safest within the douhar 
for our tent ; and furnished us Avith milk and eggs gratis, 
while the Mooi’s that accompanied us were plentifully 
•regaled Avith bread, Avater, and cous-coo-soo. This douhar 
was composed of one hundred and fifty-four tents, pitched 
in the form of a hollow scjuarc; the tents being j)lacc<l 
about fifty yards apart; Jin equal number occupying each 
side, and at equal distances, all nijule of very course strong 
woollen cloth, of the same colour, and set up in the same 
manner as those on the Desert, and all facing iuAvard. 

Before each tent, and at a very short distance from it, all 
the camels, cjittlc, goats, and asses, are made to lie tloira, 
Avherc they arc taught to remain until they are roused up to 
be milked in the morning, Avhen the shepherds or herdsmen 
drive them out into the open country to feed, and return Avith 
them again at night-fall. They milk the mares, camels, 
coAvs, asses, goats, and sheep ; and in order to effect this 
Avith the tAvo last mcntionctl animals, which are very tame, 
they divide the sheep and goats into two rows, facing each 
other : as soon as they approach so as to interlock their 
necks, they are caught by two ropes which are ready strung 
for the purpose, and by this means they arc kept close 
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together, while the women and girls go behind and milk 
them between their hind legs ; tlie lambs having been pre- 
viously tied or secured in a similar way. A good ewe will 
yield a pint of milk in a morning, and a goat more : sheep’s 
milk is reckoned the richest by the natives, but I preferred 
that of tlie goat or camel to either of the others, though 

I 

asses’ and mare’s milk is very rich and good. They make 
butter by putting the new milk into a goajt skin, the Imir on . 
the inside ; the butter is of course a little hairy, but they 
can pick it clean with their fingers, and they generally have 
white haired goat skins for chums. The Arabs who inhabit 
exclusively these douhars are extremely hospitable, and not 
only furnish the traveller with the best they have to eat and 
drink, but also set a watch over lus tent and baggage, which 
they strictly take care of ; the Sheicks themselves are respon- 
sible for every article that may be missing in the morning, 
and winch if not immediately found, they pay tlie stranger 
he own price for it in money without hesitation. Thus the 
Moorish and Arab travellers can pass from one end of the 
empire to the other without expense, and at their leisure, and 
transact their commercial business in a cheap way, only 
buying the barley for their beasts which carry their burdens 
when they travel on mules or horses, being obliged to feed 
them on barley and straw ; but when they use camels, 
which is by far the most common method, these hardy 
beasts live on the herbage and shmbbery which they nip 
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passing along the road, taking a bite now and then as they 
continue walking, and as* soon as they stop, their two fore 
legs are tied within a foot of each other and they are turned 
out to feed. Without this precaution, the camel is such a 
wandering creature, not unlike his Arab master in that 
respect, that be the herbage ever so good and plentiful 
where lie is turned out, he is continually restless, and keeps 
moving on, so that in the course of an hour or two he will 
stray many miles from the place where he was first turned 
loose. 

On the 11th, at daybreak, we left this donhar, and pro- 
ce.eded over a smooth beautiful plain every where covered 
with fields of grain or grass and flowering shrubs, with 
numerous herds of cattle, camels, asses, and flocks of sheep 
and goats ; while the road or rather foot-path (for such they 
all are in this country) was covered with loaded camels 
travelling each way to and from Darlbeda, and at about eight 
o’clock A. M. we reached that city. Darlbeda is a walled 
town of about two miles in circumference, situated at the 
bottom of a broad bay ; its port is tolerably good for land- 
ing cargoes, although the bay where vessels he is very 
rocky, and can only be approached with safety in the 
summer months and in mild weather. Large quantities 
of wheat were formerly shipped at this port for Spain 
and Portugal. I peeped into it for a few minutes ; it is 
much on the decay : the houses, which are built chiefly of 



Slone and clay, as well as the walls, are falling down in 
every diieetion, and even the gateway is in a tottering 
condition : it is a very dirty place ; tlic houses arc from one 
to tlnee stoiies high, and the streeti^ veiy narrow ; tliere still 
remains aji open aqueduct, jthat used to convey water for 
several miles into this town ; it is in good repair, being built of 
stone and lime ; the water runs in it to within two hundred 
yards of the walls, where it has been cut oft’ for the con- 
venience of roads : thus the destructive hands of the Moors 
are employed in marring and spoiling even their own town, 
which must soon become no better than a heap of ruins. 

We passed Darlbeda, and came to Afidallah^ a town 
built by Sidi Mohammed : this town is inclosed by a tolerable 
mud and stone wall, and is situated about one mile from the 
sea. .The whole coast from Darlbeda, to far beyond 
Afidallah, is lined with huge heaps of beach sand, hove up 
by the almost constant trade-winds, blowing direct on 
shore. 

Afidallah stands on a beautiful plain : it was built for the 
purpose of receiving and storing the large quantities of 
wheat and barley that usually grew near its site; and its 
harbour, only one mile distant from it, is sheltered by a long 
and narrow island, within which vessels of a small size caia 
anchor, and be tolerably safe. This is said, by Moham- 
med, one of our muleteers, and an old sailor, to be by far 
the safest open harbour in the empire during the winter 
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months ; but the landing is bad, and can only be effected 
in light winds and good weather. Large (juantitics of 
wheat, barley, big acorns, fruit, &c. were shipped from 
Afidallah during the reign of Sidi Mohammed, and a part 
of the present reign, but Muley Soliman, the present Sultan, 
has of late become so bigoted, that he thinks, or pretends it 
is a sin for his subjects to trade with the Christians ; he has, 
therefore, forbid the e.xportation of almost all the articles of 
commerce, ami rendered, by this means, his people poor ; 
ruined most of his towns, and involved himself in many 
broils with his subjects, while he is straining every nerve to 
take away the little remains of their property, in contribu- 
tions and presents extorteil from them by rapacious officers 
appointed for the purpose. 'Phe goods for shipping werc 
carried from Afidallah on camels, across the sand hills that 
shelter the town from the violent sea-gales. This place is 
about six hundrerl yards scpiare, flanked by four square 
forts joined to each corner, anti so ctinstructed as to be able 
to rake the whole length of the wall on the outside ivith 
cannon and musketiy. 

We passed on, and pitched our tent at night within the 
walls of an old toivn (*alled Sebilah ; there is no house stand*- 
ing in it, except a part of a large mosque, and a tall well- 
built tower, though it was once a considerable place. Within 
these walls, in one corner, was a large garden, well stocked 
with vegetables, and about a hundred tents were pitched, 
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as if in the open field j so we pitched nur tent near the walls- 
of the mosque. There were several women here that wanted 
medicines, and though I had none to give them, yet my 
mere advice, wliich was thought important, procured milk 
and eggs sufficient for our suppers. Soon after sunset, all 
the docks and cattle belonging to the inhabitants were 
driven within the walls, and disposed of as in the common 
douhars, when die stout gate was shut an,d strongly barred. . 
Many travellers arrived in the evening, and wished to enter, 
but found no admittance, and they took up their lodgings 
outside of the walls. 

January the 12th, at daylight, our soldier had tlie gate 
opened, and we went forward : there were outside of the 
gate several large droves of camels with their owners, which 
had put up there in the night — they were principally loaded 
with sacks of salt or barley, and going towards Rabat. We 
rode on fast, and passed three considerable streams, which 
die Moors call rivers, and say they are not fordable in the 
rainy season ; but we got over without difficulty, being tlien 
only brooks ; the country was level and well cultivated, and 
we passed innumeraldc droves of light and loaded camels, 
mules, and asses. 

At about eight o’clock A. M. we saw a high tow'er cast of 
us, which stands at the head of the aqueduct that conveys 
water to Rabat ; and at about three P. M. we came to the 
outer wall of tliat city, which stands half a mile from the 
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main wall, and incloses a gi’eat number of fine gardens of 
fruit and vegetables, besides some wheat fields : it extends 
from the palace (w’hich is spacious, and situated on the left 
upon the bank of the sea between the outer and main walls) 
round to the river eastward of the city : here the Jews 
were obliged to dismount before they could enter the town, 
and there 1 left them, and proceeded with my guard, folloAved 
. by my muleteer info the city. My friend, Mr. Willshire, had 
given me an introductory letter to Mr. Aliouderham, the 
Kiiglish Vice Consul at Rabat, and we proceeded dircctly to 
his house, which is situated in the principal town. On my 
arrival, I -was received by that gentleman with every mark 
of politeness and respect 1 couUl wish : he furnished me 
with a room and every thing 1 needed for my comfort. The 
next day being the Jews’ Sabbath, I had time to visit dif- 
ferent parts of the city, and the .lews’ town or Millah. 

Tiabat is situated at the mouth of the river Beregreb — on 
its left bank, w ithin a mile of the sea, it is defended on the 
south by a doidile wall and some batteries of calmon ; on 
the west, facing the sea, by a very strong fortress, and along 
the river on the ncntli, by very high and steep cliffs, a wall, 
and a number of strong l^attcries. 1 should compute the 
circumference of the outer walls at six miles, but the inner 
one not more than three. 

The city is situated on uneven ground; is very well built 
for a Moorish town, though the streets are narrow, crooked 
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and dirty ; yet the houses in general are in good repair, and 
two stories high, built of stone and lime inoilar, and flat 
roofed, with an inner court; a few windows next the streets, 
which are only air-holes, and securi'd with wooden shutters 
and grates, without glass. , There are in this city ten 
mosques of different heights and shapes: it is the largtist 
sea-port town in the Moorish dominions, though at jiresent 
the bar at the river's mouth is so heaped uji Avith sand, as 
oiil^^ to admit of A'essels drawing six i’eet water, and yet the 
tide rises within it about ten feet, and runs very rapidly. 
The Millah or Jew's tow n is Availed in separately., to prevent 
the Jews from mixing with and defiling the Moors, and that 
they may more easily be kept in subjection Avith the aid of 
the bastinado. This Millah has been built only about six 
years ; has but om^ gate, Avhich is guarded and kept by 
Moors ; and there arc some A'ery good houses in it. It is 
said to contain eight thousand JeAvs, Avho are (for the most 
part) very poor, miserable, anti depraved, and live in the 
most degraded condition: they worship in twelve rooms 
called synagogues, and 1 was told that nearly one half of 
the male inhabitants wei’c priests. 

Rabat is very well peopled: the whole number of its 
inhabitants is computed by Mr. Abouderham to exceed 
sixty thousand. Many of the Moors here are rich, and live 
in great luxury, keeping large seraghos of women, and hav- 
ing beautiful gardens. Vast quantities of haicks, and other 
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woollen and cotton cloths, are here fabricated, and great 
quantities of sole and Moro(;ro leather, and cx>arse earthen- 
waiv, such as pots, bowls, jars, &c. are also manufactured in 
this city. It carries on a bi’isk inland trade, and the 
Moorish inhabitants seem to .be more civilixed than in 
any otlier town I ^passed through. Here is the principal 
navy-yard of the Emperor, where his ships are built ; for the 
Moors have none for commerce. Here was one new frigate 
Ijdng by the walls, partly fitted ; she upp(?ared to be about 
five* hundred tons burden ; Avas pierced for 32 guns, and 
the Moors, said she would be ready to go round to La- 
resch, wher(‘ their ships of war are fitted out in two or 
three; months ; to get them over the bar at tJic mouth of the 
river, they are obliged to go out perfectly light ; to buoy 
tln*m uj) as much as possilile, and lay them sideways on the 
bar, at high tide, and in mild weather, where they arc 
steadied by means of cables and anchors, until the yielding 
sand is washed away, and they arc forced over by the. power 
of the ebb tide, Avhie.h runs like a mill-race. 

llabat is supplied with water by a considerable stream 
led into the (;ity by means of an old fashioned aijucduct 
from the south, that is four or five leagues in length : the 
aqueduct w^as either built or thoroughly repaired by the old 
and liberal Emperor, Sidi Mohammed. I wished to visit 
the town of Sallee, so famous in history for its piracies on 
the ocean, situated on the other side of the river, and 
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directly opposite Rabat, but I was dissuaded from makings 
the attempt, by Mr. Abouderham and my guide, who said 
that the whole people of Sallee still retained their ancient 
pride, prejudices, and natural ferocity : that no Christian, 
or even a Barbary Jew in .a Christian dress, could enter 
their walls if he was ever so well guarded by imperial sol- 
diers, without being in inmiinent danger of losing his life. 
Mr. Abouderham said he had visited it twice ; that it con- 
tained about forty thousand fierce and haughty Moors, and 
four thousand miserable Jews. 
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CHAFPEIl XXXIV. 

Description of a horrid show of two venomous serpents — sets 
_ out from Rabat — of Sallee, Mamora, Laresch — Spanish 
Missionaries — Moorish Navp — arrival at Tangier. 

On Sunday, the 14th January, 18l6‘, being anxious to get 
forward ou my journey, I went into the Jews’ town to make 
the nect'ssary [)repa rat ions: for I intended to jiroceed with- 
out my Jew’s company, whom 1 had found out to be deceit- 
ful and dishonest, having already manumvred me out of 
most of my money. J’he soldier and muleteer went along 
with me; this muleteer, as I before observed, had been a 
sailor; had visited Spain and Portugal, and spoke the 
Spanish language so that 1 could understand him v his name 
was Mohammed. Soon after our entrance into the Millah, 
we saw a concourse of people, consisting of Moors and 
Jews, crowding about one of the single-storied houses, which 
stood alone. Going near it, 1 intpiired the cause of this 
assemblage, and was informed that a couple of that kind of 
Moors, called Serpent Eaters, were about to amuse tlie 
Moors and Jews with a sight of two of the most venomous 
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serpents on earth ; together with their manner of attacking 

the human specries : and lliat each one who chose to sec the 

exhibition through the Avindows (for it Avas to take place in 

that room) inusl. pay half a dollar. Being desirous of 

having a look, 1 offered a dollar for a station at a windoAV : 

but all the windows were already occupicHl, and the j)laces 

« 

paid for. My guard, observing my disap])ointmcnt, asked 
me if 1 Avished for a birth ? Avhich 1 aii^sAvercid by putting . 
tAVo dollars in his hand ; whereupon he called out to the 
Jew's at one of the AviudoAvs to clear a place for cl Tihib del 
Sultan, (the Sultan’s doctor). Those, hoAvever, who had 
paid their money, not liking to lose their places, Avere 
unwilling to moA'e : upon Avhich my guard brushed tliem 
away with his big cane without ceremony ; giving me a 
whole AvindoAv to myself, saying he would keep guard. I 
looked into the room Avithout interruption : it Avas about 
twenty feet long, and fifteen feet broad, paved with tiles, 
and plastered withui. These had also been secured by an 
additional grating made of Avire, in sucli a manner as to 
render it impossible for the serpents to escape from the 
room : it had but one door, and that had a hole cut tlmough 
it, six or eight inches square : tliis hole was also secured by 
a grating. In the room stood two men w ho appeared to be 
Arabs, witli long bushy hair and beurds ; and I was told 
they were a particular race of men that covdd charm 
serpents. A wooden box, about four feet long and two feet 
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wide, was placed near the door, with a string fastened to a 
slide at one end of it: tliis. string went through a hole in the 
door. The two serpent-cators Avere dressed in haicks only, 
and those very small ones. After they had gone through 
with their religious eerenionies most devoutly, they ajipeared 
to take an eternal farewell ol‘ each other : this done, one of 
them retired from the room, and shut the door tight after 
.him. The Arab A\;ithin secmexl to be in dreadful distress — 1 
could obseiTC his lu'art throb and his bosom heave most 
violently; and he cried out v<My loudly, “ Allah houakibar!” 
three times, which is, as 1 understand it, “ Cod, have njerey 
on me!” 'J’he Arab was at the farthest end ol'the room: at 
that instant the cage was opened, and a serpent crept out 
slowly ; he was about four feet long, and eight inches in 
circumlerence ; his colours were the most beautiful in nature 
— being bright, and variegated witli a tleep yellow, a purple, 
a cream colour, black ami brown spottetl, &c. As soon as 
he saw the Arab in the room, his eyes, which were small, 
and green, kindled as Avith tire : he erected himself in a 
second, his head two fet^t high, and, darling on the defence- 
less Arab, seized him l)et\veen the folds of his haick, just 
above his right hip bone, hissing most horribly : the Arab 
gave a horrid shriek, Avhen another serpemt came out of the 
cage. 'I'his last, Avas black, very shining, and appeared to 
be seven or eight feet long, but not niore than two inches in. 
diameter : as soon as he had cleared the cage, he cast his- 
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red fiery eyes on his intended victim, thmst out his forked 
tongue, thniw liimself into a roiuid coil, erected his licad, 
winch was in the centre of the coil, three feet from the floor, 
flattening out the skin above his head and e3'cs in the form 
and nearly of the size of a human heart; and, springing like 
lightning on the Arab, struck its fangs into his neck, near 
the jugular vein, while his tail and body flew round his neck 
and anns in two or thnic folds. The Arab set up the most 
hideous and piteous yelling, foamed and frothed at the 
mouth, grasping the folds of the serpent, which were round 
his anus, with his right hand, and seemed to. be in the 
greatest agony — striving to tear the reptile from at'otind his 
neck, while with his left he seized hold of it near its head, 
but could not break its hold: by this time, the other had 
twined itself around his legs, and kept biting all around the 
other parts of his body, making apparently deep incisions : 
the blood issuing from every wound, both in his neck and 
bod}", streamed all over his haick and skin. JVl y blood was 
chilled in my veins with horror at this sight, and it was with 
difficulty my legs would support my frame. Notwithstand- 
ing the Arab's greatest exertions to tear uway the serpents 
with his hands, they twined themselves still tighter ; stopped 
his breath, and he fell to the floor, where he continued for a 
moment, as if in the most inconceivable agony, rolling over, 
and covering every part of his body M'ith his own blood and 
froth, until he ceased to move, and appeared to have expired. 
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111 his last struggle, he had wounded the black serpent with 
his leetli, as it was striving, as it were, to force its head into 
his mouth ; ■which wound seemed to increase its rage. At 
this instant, I heard the shrill sound of a "whistle ; and look- 
ing towards the door, saw the other Arab applying a call to 
his mouth : the serpents listened to the music ; their fury 
sceiiMul to forsake' them by' degrees ; they disengaged thein- 
•sel.ves leisurely fro*n the aj)])arenlly lifeless carcass ; and 
crt'ejiing towards the cage, they soon entered it, and were 
immediately fastened in. 'J’he door ol‘ the apartment w'as 
now opened, and he without, ran to assist his eoinpanion : 
he. had a phial of blackish liquor in one hand, and an iron 
chissel in the otlxw : litiding the teeth of his compatnon set, 
he thrust in the chissel, pried them open, and then poured a 
little of the li<|nor into his mouth ; and holding the lips 
together, applied his mouth to the dead man’s nose, and 
filled his lungs with air : he next anointed his numerous 
wounds Avith a litth* of the same liquid ; and y'ct no sign of life 
appeared. I thought he was dead in earnest ; his 'neck and 
veins iverc exceedingly swollen ; when his comrade, taking 
up the lifeless trunk in his arms, brought it out into the 
opt^n air, and continued the operation of blowing for several 
minutes, before a sign of life appeared : at length he gasped, 
and after a time recovered so far as to be able to speak. 
The swellings on his neck, body, and legs, gradually sub- 
sided, as they continued ivsishing the ivounds Avith clear 
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cold water, and a sponge, and applying the black liquor 
occasionally : a clean haick was wrapped about him, but 
his strength seemed so far exhausted, that he could not 
support himself standing ; so his comrade laid him on the 
ground by a wall, where he sunk into a sleep. This exhi- 
bition lasted for about a quarter of an hour from the time 
the serpents were let loose, until they were called off, and it 
was more than an hour from that time before he could 
speak. I thought that f could discover that the poisonous 
fangs had been pulled out of diese formidable serpents' jaws, 
and mentione<i that circumstance to the showinan, who said 
that they had indeed been extracted ; and when I wished to 
know how swellings on his neck and other parts could be 
assumed, he assured me, that though their deadly fangs 
were out, yet that the poisonotis quality of their breath and 
spittle would cause the death of those they attack : that after 
a bite from either of these serpents, no man could exist 
longer than fifteen minutes, and that there ivas no remedy 
for any biit those who were endowed by the Almighty with 
power to charm and to manage them, and that he and his 
associate were of that favoured number. 'I’he Moors and 
Arabs call the thick and beautiful serpent £/ Effah, and the 
long black and heart-headed one El Buschfah. I afterwards 
saw engravings of these two serpents in Jackson’s Morocco^ 
which are very correct resemblances: they are said to be 
very numerous on and about the south foot of the Atlas 
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mountains, and border of the Desert, whei'e these were 
caught when young, and. where ihey often attack and 
destroy both me-u and beasts. The Effah’s bite is said to be 
incurable, and its poison so subtile as to cause fi man’s 
death in fifteen minutes, AVhen 1 saw the Efiah, it brought 
to my mind tlie story of the fiery serjients that bit the children 
ol‘ Israel in the deserts of Arabia, near Mount Hot, as 
fccorded in the 21st Chapter of the Book of Numbers; 
merely because the Eft'ah resembled, in appearance, a braiicn 
serpent: the two serpent-eaters said, they came from Egypt, 
about three years ago. , 

’J'his exhibition of serpents, (the first I was told of the 
kind that had ever Uikeii place at Rabat,) and our jirepara- 
tions, detained us the whole day ; however I had made all 
the necessary arrangements, got the tent, provisions, &.c. in 
order to lx; rendy for a start the next morning, and on 
January the 15lh, very early, 1 took my leave of INI r. Abou- 
derham, who though a Jew, was nevertheless a man of 
feeling, and much of a gentleman : he is a native of Leg- 
liorn, had rcceivetl a good education, ami spoke the French 
language fluently. 

We crossed the river, which is here about half a mile 
wide, and proceeded towards the walls of Sallee : the river 
has entirely left tlie Sallee side, which is now filled up with 
sand and mud, leaving the town nearly a mile from the 
water : there were still to be seen some remains 'of its 
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ancient docks, and wrccrks ol' vessels. I looked attentively 
at Sallee, in j>assing its walls, wliicli arc liigh and strong, 
built ol‘ stone, a?id well cemented ; they had been repaired 
lately, arid are flanked by many circular and square towers, 

on which about tAvo hundred pieces of cannon are still 

% 

mounted, of all calibers ; and it appeared that it must have 

I 

fonncrly been mounted with several hundred pieces niore. 
Near its Avails, on the east, north, and Avyst sides, are beau-k 
tiful gardens that appear to be extremely fe^rtih;, Avell laid 
out, and cultivated : great numbers of orange, lemon, and 
sweet lemon trees, were bending under their loads of rich 
yelloAv fruit : hundreds of fig, pomegranale, almond, and 
other fruit-trees, Avere uoav leafless, but budding forth, and 
thus promising abundance in their season. Many of the 
gardens are of great extent, and planted Avith the cotton-tree, 
Avhich is small, and produces cotton inferior to the Ame- 
rican, called Georgia Upland, and only in small (juantities. 

As Ave proceeded on our road, Ave came to the aqueduct 
Avhich supplies Sallee Avith fresh Avater: tliis aqueduct serves 
as an outer Avail to the city on the north ; is nearly a mile 
I'rom it, and about thirty feet high Avhere we ])asscd through 
it: here are three large arches resembling gateways, and 
marks are still to be seen, Avhere gates were once hung ; the 
wall is eight or ten feet in thickness, and appears to be 
about four miles in length. The canal for conducting the 
water is near the top, but uncovered ; this aqueduct is said 
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to have Ixieii built by the Romans ; it is fonned of large 
hewn stones, and is extremely solid. 

We travelled on through a fine champaign country, every 
where cultivated, until two P. M. when we saw on our left, 
and passed a lake of fresh water, about two miles in length, 
and hall a mile in bn;adtli : this was the first lake, or ind(;ed 
pond, 1 had ever seen in this country ; and soon afterwards 
we arrived on the bank of the river Mediah. On the left 

fe 

bank of this river, near its mouth, stands, though mostly in 
ruins, the ancient J^ortugueze town and Ibi tress of Mnmora ; 
the fortress is situated on a high hill that overlooks the sur- 
rounding country, commands the ruins of the town, and is 
now garrisoned by about three hundred black troops. 'I'he 
town was built close along the brink of the river, and its 
northern wall was washed by every tide ; and though very 
old, has not yet sustained much injury. The river enters 
the sea over a bar in a N. W. direction : the lower wall has 
an excellent circular battery, built of large hewn-stone, and 
was calculated for mounting thirty heavy guns for I he defence 
c)f the harbour; though now dismantled. 'I’his town wall 
is about half a mile, in length along the river, and the ruins 
two hundred yards in breadth, and the place was onci! very 
strongly walled in on the land side, but this wall is now in 
ruins : not a soul inhabits this town at present. Here some 
of my former opinions were confirmed ; for it is eertaiii that 
the sea has receded from this coast : the evident marks of the 
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water high on this wall, and on the point of land near wliich» 
the town stands, that must froin appearances havcj been 
worn in by the dashing of the sea, together with the situa- 
tion of the present bar, prove to an observer, without any 
possibility of doubt, that the ocean has receded since this 
jilace was built, for more than a mile distance, and that its 
perpendicular height has decreased at least fifteen feel since 
that period. I do not pretend to account for this fact, but, 
leave it to be explained by philosophers. 

We were to cross this river in a good boat that took over 
fifleen camels with their loads at a trij) ; but there were on 
the bank, waiting for their turns to cross, at hnist. five hun- 
dred loaded cameJs, bt^sid<*.s mules and asses, chiefly with 
burdens of wheat cind barley going on to Tangier and 
I'e.tuan, where all kinds of breafl slufis Avcrcj said to be very 
scarce and dear. 1 told my soldier that it was necessary to 
inform the boatman that as I was the Emperor’s surgeon, 
and himself an Alcayd, that we could not wait, but must 
pass over, immediately, for the wind blew fresh from the 
S. W. and they had but one boat, which co\ild not make 
above six trips in a day ; and it w'ould not be our turn, from 
the then appearances, in less than a week ; this, with an 
offer of two dollars to the boatman, had the tlesired effect, 
and we were ferried over Avith the second boat-load, though 
not without much opposition and dispute between my guard 
and those who were waiting before us, and tvliich was only 
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settled by the interference of the black garrison; for my 
guide had the address to persuade them that he was indeed 
an Alcayd, and 1 the Sultan’s doctor. After crossing the 
river, we mounted the sand hills, and at 10 P. M. pitched 
our tent in the midst of a douluir, where we got some milk 
and eggs for our money. 

Tuesday, the l6th, we started very early ; it had rained 
•very hard with heavy squalls of wind most part of the pre- 
ceding night, but my tent being sound, kept off the storm : 
it was now clear and serene ; nearly the whole face of the 
ground was cpvered with violet aiul pink coloured flowers, 
not more than mi inch or two in height, which seemed to 
have sprung up during the night, and as the sun exhaled the 
dews from around them, the fresh air of the morning ivas 
filled witli the most delightful fragrance. I’hti country on 
our right was a low morass, partly covered with water, 
which soon grew into a lake of considerable breadth. W e 
travelled, during the whole day, along its left margin : its 
surface was spotted over with innumerable wild ducks and 
other aquatic birds, Avhich some of the inhabitants were 
shooting at. In lieu of boats they use a kind of catamaran, 
which is made by lashing three small palm tree logs together 
by means of cords made of the bark of this useful tree; they 
have a crotched stick set up near one end of their float for a 
rest to their guns, and instead of oars, use long poles to force 
it along ; when the gunner gets on his raft, he leaves his 
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Julick })ehind him for fear of wetting it, and shoves out. 
entirely naked : tlieir guns are very long and clumsy, with 
Moorish locks ; so that that mode of fowling supplies them 
with but little game, though the lake is mnirly covered with it. 
The sight of this catamaran brought to my mind those made 
use of ill the, Atlantic ocean along the coast of Brazil, and 
in some other parts of the world : the fishermen on those 
coasts form a raft by laying three rough logs alongside of 
one another, thirty feet in length, and pinning them together 
with wooden tree-nails, they then jilace two more logs partly 
on the upper side of the exterior logs, and pin them on fast ; 
sharpen the two ends of all the logs, and the float is finished. 
To make it manageable, they raise a four-legged bench in 
it, near the centre, which serves to steady a mast, on which 
they hoist a shoulder-of-mutton sail, and go out to sea. 1 
hai'e seen them twenty leagues from land. These: boats arc 
perfectly safe, for they can neither leak, upset, nor founder, 
and sail remarkably fast, and are steered with a stout oar. 

There are several islands in this lake, on one of which 
there is a very spacious sanctuary, many fruit-trees, and 
several apparently good gardens. Since leaving Darlbcda, 
wc had seen no high land, only moderate acclivities, no 
more than to make it agreeable to the cultivator. This al'ter- 
noon we discovered the ridge of mountains which lie behind 
Fez and Mequinez, stretching from the Atlas to the Straits 
of Gibraltar, and forming one of the far-famed pillars of 
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Hercules. At first they were scarcely l isiblc in the distant 
horizon, and appeared likt; the tops of high islands, when 
approaching them on the ocean : not a tree or bush of ajiy 
magnitude had n e seen for several days, except the fig, palm, 
or other fruit-trees, -which were. generally planted in clusters 
or in gardens near the towns ; at night we pitched our tent 
at a douhar near the bord(‘r of the lake. 

• Wednesday, Jaouary 17th, we started early, and went 
down tlie bank near the sea, to jiass round the former outlet 
of this lake, which was now' dammed Avith sea-sand very 
high ; and on the sides of the bank wdiich formed the outlet, 
stood four saint-houses, nearly covered up ivith sand-drifts. 
Continuing our joumey until about noon, we began to come 
among trees of considerable size; tlu-y looked like a species 
of oak AA'ith a thick shaggy bark, but are an ever-green ; this 
■wood is very brittle, and the trees produce a kind of acorn 
of a very large size, Avhich tlie Spaniards and ^Portugueze 
used to carry aAvay in large (|uantiti(^s from this country : — 
they AA'crc as highly esteemed as the chesnut, and used for 
food by the people of those nations : they also fed their 
sAvine on them. 

Passing through a large forest, avc came to a small lake on 
our right, and, at sunset, apjiroachcd the Avails of Laresch. 
Having heard that some Spanish friars resided here, I in- 
quired for them, and Avas soon conducted to their dw'cJJing, a 
very good house, of European construction. I’he principal 
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friar came out to meet me; and, after I had given a short 
account of myself in Spanish, said he would lodge me for 
charity’s sake; and then conducted me into a tolerably well 
furnished room : and, as he had lived in Mogadore, asked 
me many (]ucstions concerning that city, and his old ac- 
quaintances tliere, some of Avhom 1 happened to know. He 
treated me with some wine, which Iwj said was of his own 
manufacture ; it was none of the best, however : aiul, at 10 ■ 
o’clock at night, an extrclleut supper of fowls and sallads, 
dressed in the Spanish style, Avas served up. This Padre, 
whose name is Juan Tinaones, told me that he had lived in 
Barbary for ten years, four of which he had spent at Moga- 
dore, three at Rabat, and three here, secludetl from the 
civilized Avorld ; that the court of Spain allowed a large pre- 
mium to those Padres^ or Fathers^ of good character, to be 
approA cd of by the Archbishop, who are willing to sj)end ten 
years in Barbary as missionaries, and a stipend of three 
thousand dollars a year for the remainder of their lives. I 
asked him of what use he could be in Barbary to the cause 
of Christianity, since he dare not even attempt to convert a 
Aloor or an Arab, or mention the name of the Saviour as 
one of the Godhead to cither, or even to a Jew ? “ None at 

all,” said he, “ but still we bear the name of missionaries at 
home, to convert the heathen; our allowance of money is 
ample : we live well, as you sec, (he was indeed I’at and in 
fine order,) laugh at the folly of our countrymen, and enjoy 
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the present as well as we can.” (The circumstance of there 
being two young and pretty JcAvesses in the house, and 
plenty of good cheer, did not tend, in any great degree, to dis- 
credit his representation.) “ When this ten years expire,” 
continued this pious Padre, ‘‘ we get leave to return to our 
country, where wc arc received as patterns of piety, that 
have rendered vast services to the Christian world: every 
' respectable house is open to receive us — our company is 
much sought after — our yearly salary of three thousand dol- 
lars affords us many gratifications — and, for these ten years 
sjiCTit in swell privations and severe Gospel labours, we arc 
allowed absolution for the remainder of our lives, which, you 
w'ill readily believe, wc try to make as comfortable as possi- 
bl(5.” Padre (i. e. father) I’inaones wanted to know if 1 was 
SI Catholic ? To this I answered in the negative. He said 
it wsis a pity ; and ihsit, unless 1 came within the pale of the 
Chundi, he feared my precious soul would be for ever mise- 
rable. Our conversation next turned upon the Jews: he 
said — “ There were about two hundred miserable families of 
them in Laresch, who, though they are, in a manner, slaves 
to tlie Mohammedans, will not believe in our holy religion : 
there were two Jews who applied to me, and said they were 
converted to the true Catholic faith, and believed Jesus Christ 
to be the Son of God, and the Saviour of mankind : — they 
were accordingly baptized as Christians ; yet, as soon as they 
had obtained a loan of four hundred dollars from me, in small 

4 c 3 
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sums, and found tlicy could get no more, they turned back 
to Judaism again, and left me no means of redress: which 
folly ronvinc(5d me that their pretended conversion to Chris- 
tianity rvas nothing more than a premeditated scheme to rob 
me of my money; and that,, w’hencvcr a Jew professes to 
become a Christian, it is but a false pretence, and he is 
actuated entirely by mercenary motives. The Jews,” added 
he, “ hold Christ and his followers in tlie greatest possibje 
contempt, and pretend to believe that all men, who are not 
Israelites, will be doomed, at the day of judgment, to eter- 
nal punishment.” This night was principally spent in con- 
versation with the Padre, on various subjects. 

Thursday, January 18th, I made ready to go on early, but 
the tide fan so rapidly at that time, that it M as injpossiblc to 
pass the river Avithout the risk of being driven into the sea ; 
so I had time to make observations. 

Laresch is handsomely situated on the left bank of the 
river Saboo, near its entrance into the sea; the town lies 
idong the river’s bank, and is half a mile in length, but A ery 
narrow ; it is strongly walled in all around, and has two 
gates, one on the east, and the other on the south side: — 
the fortress is on a hill south of the town, from Avhich it is 
only separated by a wall ; it is strongly built, and flanked 
by eight towers ; has about one hundred pieces of cannon, 
mounted on its battlements, and stands too high to be 
battered down by the shipping, even if they could get into 
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the river : this toAvn is said to have been built by the Portu- 
guejue originally, and onTy occupies the same space it did 
formerly, that if to say, about one mile in circumference : 
it contains about eighteen thousand inhabitants, i. c. sixteen 
thousand IVloors, and two thousand Jews, who are all very 
poor, as no trade if; carried on here by sea or by land : they 
are obliged to work hard in the ad jacent gardens, and till 
•the impoverished fields in order to gain a scajity subsistence. 
This is tlie only safe port the Enij)eror of Morocco has for 
fitting out his large cruisers, from whence they can get to 
sea with their .armament: the river here is very narrow, runs 
close along the tvalls of Laresch, and is very deep opposite 
the town ; there is said to be on the bar at its mouth eighteen 
feet water at high spring tides. The river within the town is 
both broad and deep ; the tides run very rapidly both at 
flood and ebb, sf) much so, that we were obliged to wait 
until it was nearly spent, before it was deemed safe to cross : 
directly in the ferry ing-place, an old brig lay sunk, which 
had been captured under the Russian flag, and the crew 
kept as slaves or prisoners for about a year. The Emperor’s 
navy was now lying alongside of the bank, consisting of one 
frigate-built ship, coppered to the bends, of about 700 tons 
burden, and mounting 32 guns, apparently 18 pounders, on 
the main deck ; and a brig, called the Swearali, also cop- 
pered ; a beautiful vessel, mounting 18 guns, siiid to sail, 
and from her appearance, w'ould sail, very fast: slie was 
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built in Kngland, and there fitted in the best possible 
manner, and presented to the Eihperor by a Jew of Moga- 
dore, named Macnin, a most notorious character, but calhjd 
a very rich merchant : this Jew has a bi other in London, 
who, it is said, has heretofore managed to get goods on 
credit to very large amounts, and he then sends them to 
Mogadore, where his brother loads back the ships with less, 
generally, than half the value of the outward cargo, and 
thus continues to gull the English merchants in the true. 
Barbary style : the principal in ]jondon fails — his creditors 
comjiound with him : he begins anew ; obtains, from some 
quarter or another, all the credit he wishes ; sends out tin* 
goods to Barbary ; gets no returns ; fails again, and again 
compromises, and commences the old business. 'I’hc 
Emperor, some time ago, attempted to give this wortfn/ Jew 
merchant a gentle squeeze, and seized his goods, houses, 
cash, and every thing valuable that his officers could lay 
tlieir hands on ; upon which Macnin, to conciliate his 
majesty, and to get a part of his ill-gotten property back 
again, made him a present of this fine brig, which could 
not have cost him much, for “ los Inglesis lo pagan” (the 
English pay for it) is his motto. These tivo vessels and the 
new frigate at Rabat, now constitute the whole of the 
Emperor’s naval force: his maxim is to be at war with every 
nation who has not made a treaty with him, or which has 
not a Consul General residing at Tangier to make him the 
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customary presents on his unnual holidays, or pay him 
tribute agreeably to the terms of his treaties. According to 
this system, he sends out his crui/ers Irom time to time, 
who, if they find a vessel bearing a Hag, whose nation has 
not made a tn^aty of peace witli him, they <‘a})turc her, 
bring her in as a good prize, and rcbiin the tu'cw as 
slaves or jjrisoners. About eighteen months ago, this brig 
► Mogadore, then qii a cruist% captured the Russian brig 
before iiunitioncd, and carried her into I^aresch : now the 
Km j)cror of Russia had not stijmlated for a peace with his 
Moorish majesty, and had no Consul residing at Tangier, so 
the vessel’s cargo was soon disposed of as a prize, and her 
ofiicers and crew (ten in number) were tln*own into prison, 
and l‘re<|uently comj)elled to work on board the vessels of 
war. After about a year’s captivity in this manner, finding 
no Christian power claimed the men, and having no use for 
them, the Kmjieror ordered them to be removed to the 
prison at Tangier. Padre Tinaones told me these facts, and 
said he had done all he could for the Christians Arhile they 
Avere in Larcsch prison, and that their brig had sunk in the 
fcrrying-j)lace for Avant of care. 

Proceeding on our journey, Ave soon mounted the high 
liills on the right bank of this river, where avc found many 
huts constructed of stones and mud Avilli steep roofs thatched 
with straw after the manner of tlic Scotch and Irish hovels : 
these were the first buildings of the kind I had seen in 
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Africa, and contrary to tlie Moorisli custom, they were 

quite defenceless. Continuing our journey through a long 

Avood, and over a hilly, sandy soil, all this day as fast as 

jiossible, we pitched our tent at night in a deej) valley, near 

a small douhar, where we obtained sonic milk for our supper. 

It ('tomuicnccd raining in the evening, and continued to pour 

» 

without intermission, attended with’ strong gales and squalls, 
until daylight, but as our tent was tight ajid strong, I expe- 
rienced from it no material inconvenience. 

Friday, the 19th, soon after, daylight, it ceased to rain, 
and Avc proceeded on our journey. After passing many 
douhars and some huts of the construction .mentioned near 
Laresch, Ave entered a deep A'alley, the breadth of Avhich 
Avas about six miles : the rain had soaked the soil so much 
as to render it almost impassable, so that the mules sunk 
into the mud nearly uj) to their bellies, and vve Avere obliged 
to dismount and Avade through it on foot. 'I’liis A'alley 
contains two small rivers, Avhich arc not fordable at high 
tides : the little toAvn of Azila stands at their mouth, at about 
ten miles to our left : the quantity of rain that had fallen the 
preceding night had rendered them quite deep even at low 
water, so that in attempting to ford one of them on my mule, 
he Avas carried away by the current, and I was forced to 
swim ; hoAvever, I held the mule by the bridle, and landed 
safely. My soldier and muleteer seeing I had got safe 
across, at length ventured in different places, and also 
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succeeded in getting over. Our way now became very 
mountainous and woody, -and the deep valleys, through 
which a nmnber of brooks ran winding along in very serpen- 
tine courses, rendered our path muddy and sli])pery. 

At 3 P. M. we gained the summit of a mountain, when I 
saw distinctly the bay of 'J’angier, part of the Straits of 
Gihrallar, and, to my great joy, the coast of Spain ; it was 
•the hospitable and /civilized shore of Europe ! The crowd of 
sensations that rushed upon my mind at this grateful sight, 
cun be more easily conceived than described. It brought to 
my recollection the trials and distresses I had undci’gone 
since leaving it,- as well as my great deliverances: all these 
sensations together so overcame my faculties, and agitatt ij 
me in such a manner, that I had not power to keep myself 
steady, and 1 actually fell from my mule no^less than three 
times in travelling from thenc:e to 'I’angier ; a distance of 
live or six miles. As 1 had not belbrc fallen from my mule 
during my wdiole jounicy from Mogadore, the soldier Avho 
guarded me, thought it very extraordinary, nor* could I 
persuade him that I was not too ill to ride : he, therefore, 
after helping me on again the third time, gave his horse to 
the muleteer, and Avalkcd by my side, holding me on for 
some time : my head hoAvever became so dizzy from the 
stiite of my feelings, that I Avas obliged to alight and Avalk 
Avith his assistance for about a mile until we came near the 
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walls of Tangier, when he again, at my request, placed me 
on my mule. 

It was in tlie dusk of the evening when we arrived at the 
gate, and the soldier having announced me to the guards, 1 
was conducted directly into the city, and before the Governor, 
who ordered me to be escorted to the American Consul's 
house, where I soon arrived, and was received most hospitajdy 
by James Simpson, Esquire, the American Consul General, 
who immediately introduced me to his amiable lady and 
family, and requested me to consider his house my home. 
I accordingly took up my day-quarters Avith him, and re- 
mained under his truly hospitable roof during my stay at 
Tangier. Having made a present to my guard and mule- 
teer for their attention and fidelity to me on the journey, and 
made up a packet for my friend Willshire, ] dispatched 
them with his mule, &c. on tlie 22d of January, 1816, back 
for Mogadore. 
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CIIAFrEll XXXV. 

Moorish captives — Of Tangier and Christian Consuls — passage 
to Gibraltar, reception there — embarks for America — 

. observations on Gibraltar — passage in ilie ship liapid — 
arrival at New York — visits his family— goes to Washington 
City, the seat of government, and concludes with brief 
remarks on slavery. 

Due. NO iiiy stay at Tangier, 1 Avas made acejuainted Avitli 
Air. Green, the English Consul Genend, a gentleman ol* 
talents, high respeetability', sind wortli ; and with Alr.Agrill, 
the SAVedish Consul General, Avho had lately arrived there 
I'roni SAveden. On his arrival, he found the ere-AV of the 
before-mentioned Uussian briginTangier prison, and linding 
there was no one to rlaiin or redeem them, anti that they 
Avere natives of Avhat once Avas SAvedish Pomerania, he pur- 
chased them from the Sultan for about tw o thousand dollars, 
A\ hieli he })aul out of his t)Avn private funds, and set them at 
liberty. I saAV and conversed Avith the master and most of 
the ercAV ol‘ that vessel, avIio told me they had been im- 
prisoned at Larcseh about a year; had been robbed of most 
of their clothing, and then brought to 'J’migier, Avherc Air. 

4 D •! 
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Agiill had the charity to redeem them, though they were 
eaptured under the Russian flag, and did not owe allegiance 
to the Swedish government. Mr. Agrill kept them in his 
own house, M^aiting for a Swedish vessel of war, which was 
daily expected, and by which he meant to send them to 
their country. The captain mentioned to me that his vessel 
was in fact English property covered by the Russian flag, in 
order to avoid capture by the American cruisers. 1 had 
before known Mr. Agrill in St. Petersburg, Russia — ^then in 
a public character — he is a man of much real worth. 

Tangier bay is said to be the best harbour in the Moorish 
dominions ; its bottom is clear, anti it might contain at one 
time one thousand sail of large vessels, which would ride in 
safety, being sheltered from all but the northerly winds, 
which have only the rake ol’ the breadth of the strait, and 
the holding ground is excellent: the best anchorage is in 
seven and a half fathoms water ; where the Portugueze flag- 
stafl* (which is the westernmost and near the water) is on a 
line with the American flag-stalF, which latter is high, and 
can always be known by having its flag hoisted Avhen an 
American vessel approaches the bay. The city of Tangier 
is built on the west side and near the mouth of the bay, on 
the declivity of a hill, two miles cast of Cape Spartcl, rising 
like an amphitheatre; the houses arc built of stone, and 
whitewashed, and the town, w'hcn seen from the bay or 
strait, has a very handsome appearance; but it is badly 
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built; the houses being generally small, and but one story 
high, with flat terraced roofs : the streets are narrow, crooked, 
badly paved, and commonly very dirty. There are, hoM^- 
ever, some handsome buildings in Tangier; among which 
arc the Spanish, Swedish, D.utch, French, Danish, and 
Portugueze consular houses: the old English consular house 
has been lately abandoned on account of its bad construc- 
* tipn, but they are 4iow building a very elegant one, that is 
said to have already cost tlic British government ten thousand 
poimds sfcrling, and ^viU cost nearly as much more by the 
time it is fiujshed, and furnished. The American govern- 
ment has no wnsular house at Tangier ; the consul general 
resides in a house that Avas formerly attached to that of the 
Swedish consulate : it Avas purchased by Mr. Simpson, on 
his own private account for his own use, and lor an ofiicc 
for the use of the United Slates, in order to save the expense 
of house-rent, and the dwelling part is so small and incon- 
venient, that when his oavu children visit him liom abroad, 
he is forced to hire lodgings for them in Jews’ or other 
houses. I believe every government having a consul residing 
at 'J’angier, except that of my own country, has either built 
or purchased a mansion for the accommodation of that 
oflicer. Mr. Simpson’s eldest son Avith his lady Avere now 
on a visit to their parents; and the consul had to Ixire apart- 
ments in a Jew’s house for a feAv days to accommodate 
them : he was also under the necessity of procuring lodgings 
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for me in a Jew’s house during a few nights of my stay 
there. 

Tangier is an irregularly built walled town of about one 
mile in circuit, including the foitrcss which overlooks and 
commands it: it is well supplied with Avater by a covered 
aqueduct, and generally well furnished Avith jwovisions: the 
several batteries are lined with many pieces of ordnance, 
among Avhich are two pieces of long brass cannon of four- 
teen inches caliber; they arc mounted on carriages, and 
stand in a battery near the landing. Avithout the city gate: 
these two enormous brass pieces Avere made by the Vortu- 
gueze, and arc (judging by tlic eye) about eighteen feet in 
length. 

Tangier Avas taken from the Moors in the year 1441, by 
die Portugueze, Avho gave it to King Charles II. of Eng- 
land, in a doAvry for Catharine of Poitug-al, his queen. The 
English kept possession of it tor about tAventy years ; but, 
finding it subject to continual attacks of the feroei<ius 
Moors, from Avhom it Avas.Avith great difiieully defended, 
they blcAv up its fine mole or basin, (which had before 
rendered it a safe harbour for small vessels,) to loAi-Avater- 
mark, together Avith some ol' the fortifications, and aban- 
doned the place ; the mole has not since been rebuilt. I 
Avalked over it at Ioav Avaler : a great (juantity of the large 
lilocks of hewn stone arc noAV to be seen lying on the solid 
foundations, Avhich still remain almost entire. On the east 
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side of, and near the bottom of the bay, are to be seen the 
ruins of an old town, which is said to have been buUt by the 
Romans. It must formerly have been very extensive, from 
tlie present apj)earanee of its fuins, and was watered by a 
small river that iiins into the bay near its site. There arc 
several forts and |)atteries on the eastern shore of the bay, 
and on Cape Malibat, but they are so badly garrisoned as 
aot to be formidable to their enemies, if any should chance 
to take shelter in the bay difring bad weather: they. have 
only to keep out of the reach of the shot from Tangier. All 
the Christian consuls near the Emperor of Morocco reside 
at Tangier, where their persons arc protected by order 6f 
the Sultan. 'Phose at Tangier are — for the United States of 
America, .lames Sim])son, Esep; Great Britain, hlr. Green; 
France, Mr. .Sourdian; Sweden, Mr. Agrill; Spain, Don 
Orne, Vice-Consul ; Denmark, Mr. Scoinboe; Holland, Mr. 
Nijsoin; and Portugal, Mr. Coloso. The consuls at 'J’angier 
keep up a sort of etiquette, in celebrating the memorable 
epochs in the history of their respective countries*, and tlieir 
particular national holidays, which custom is peculiar to 
Tangier. They also keep up the long established custom of 
giving consular dinners all in turn round on the arrival of 
any new consul, or when an old one is recalled, &c. These 
customs are extremely expensive, but have now become 
absolutely necessary in order to impress the minds of the 
Moors with respect for the dignity of the respective nations 
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wliich those consuls represent. The Christian consuls 
general, near the Emperor of Morocco, arc, generally 
speaking, men eminent on account of character, talents, and 
learning, and have a large salary ; for, like foreign minister 
plenipotentiary, they arc not allowed to derive any emolu- 
ment whatever from commerce. By accepting of this ap- 
pointment, they exclude themselves from the society and 
comforts of the civilized world, and live besides in exile, 
and in continual jeopardy, being always in the power of 

real barbarians. They are under the necessity of sending to 
* 

Europe for all their clothing, liquors, stores, furniture, &c. 
except a few articles of provisions, and those who have 
families arc obliged to send their children to other countries 
for their education, though at a very heavy expense. Mr. 
Simpson left a lucrative commercial establishment at Gib- 
raltar, in 1798, and went to Tangier, merely to ser\'e our 
government, at a time when war was intended by the 
Moorish Sultan against our commerce, lie succeeded in 
averting the threatened blow, and in estjiblishing our present 
treaty with that sovereign. He is a gentleman of un- 
blemished character, and pleasing manners, and has ex- 
pended a handsome fortune in the service of the United 
States, over and above his consular salary. He has passed 
the best of his days in the service of his adopted comitry, 
and, in my opinion, deserves a handsome maintenance from 
government during the remainder of his life, free from the 
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cares, vexations, and anxieties that are always attached to a 
consulate in such barbarous countries. Mr. Simpson is a 
native of Scotland, but a finn American in principle, and 
an enthusiastic admirer of our excellent institutions. 

The whole sea force of the Jimperor of Morocco, as I 
before observed, consists of two frigates of 32 guns each, 
and the brig Mogadore of 18 guns : the only port he has 
■which can shelter .and secure them from the reach of an 
enemy, is Laresch, which they can neither enter nor sail 
from when e(|uipped, except at high water spring-tides. 
There are uo forsairs or small vessels belonging to individuals 
as formerly, nor is there even a merchant-vessel belonging 
to tlic Moors. In order to show how much value the pre- 
sent Sultan sets on his ships of war, I must relate in what 
manner he sometimes disposes of them. About two years 
since,, the Dey of IVipoli sent as a present to the Emperor 
of Morocco, a beautiful Circassian girl : she was a virgin, 
and possessed charms with which the old Sultan was so 
enraptured, that he asked the ambassador who escorted her 
from Trijioli, what he could send to his friend, the Bashaw, 
in return for this jewel ? — 1 have nothing but wheat, said he, 
of which the Dey, your master, can always have as much as 
he pleases. The Dey, my master, said the ambassador, is 
always in want of wheat. But, returned the Emperor, I 
would return him something more valuable ; he has made 
me a most superb present, and 1 wish to return the coin- 
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p\iincnt in a handsome manner. Your majesty has frigates, 
said the ambassador ; — So I have, indeed, answered the 
Sultiin, and that gives me much j)l(5asure ; go to Laresch, 
and make choice of one from among my navy ; I will have 
her fitted out in the best manner, and sent round to the Dey 
directly. The ambassador did not wait a second bidding, 
but went in haste to Laresch, for fear the sovereign might 
change his mind ; chose a line new frigsite of 32 guns that 
had but a short time previous been copj)cred to the bends, 
which was immediately fitted according to promise, and 
sent to I'ripoli, with the ambassador on board, and where 
she arrived in safety, being escorted by an English vessel of 
war. Both Mr. Simpson and Mr. Green assured me, that 
this slateracnt was corr(‘.<;t. The emperor’s stjuadron might 
be blockaded, at all times, by a very small for(;e — his large 
ships ai'c, therelbre, not at all to be dreaded by any maritime 
power who has timely notice of his hostile intentions, as 
they are badly equipped and manned, having now no mari- 
time commerce, and conseipiently no nursery for seamen. 
The only port from which he could do any mischief of im- 
portiince to Christian commerce is ’J’angicr. Should this, or 
any future Sultan, think proper to declare war against any 
maritime state, he has only to send money over to Cadiz, 
Algeciras, or Gibraltar, and purchase fast sailing latteen 
rigged boats ; fit and man them in Tangier immediately* 
and send them to cruise in the mouth of the straits : thus 
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they might seize on the unsuspecting and unarmed merelmnl 
ships, as they pass along— VcondutJt them into I’angier hay, 
or to any place along the coast, where they would soon 
unload and run the vessels on shore, keeping iheir erews as 
slaves. In this light alone can the Einj>cror of’ JVIoroet'o be 
reckoned formidable to commeiTaal states, and this game 
could only be played for a short time, until the nation thus 

.attacked could scud a forcti sufficient to destroy the 

* 

marauders. It would be good poli<-y, however, to keep at 
peace with the Moorish sovereign, as his rovers, lying at the 
door of the Mediterranean, might tio much mischief; and 
to be a .slave to the Moors, is, indeed, dreadful to a 
Christian. 

Tangier has but little commerce with Europe, and this is 
chiefly carrit^d on by the Jews ; but the English govenunenl. 
gel their supplies of cattle and other fresh provisions for the 
garrison of (libraltar, fi'om that place and 'J’etuan : this and 
tht; other trifling trade is carried on in Gibraltar boats and 
Spanish small craft. There is a considerable Coral Fishery 
along the Moorish coast, about Cape Spartcl, and while I 
remained at Tangier, two Spanish boats came into the port 
with what coral they had been able to ])rocure for the last 
six months : it was of a beautiful coloui’, and of an excellent 
tpiality; I was informed by one of the boatmen, that in 
order to get the coral, they anchor in deep water, amongst 
the rocks, and let down their nets, which soon become en- 

4 E 2 
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tangled amongst the coral, and they then draw it on board : 
this man said, that they came over from TarifFa, and ob- 
tained leave from the Alcay d of Tangier to fish on the coast, 
by agi’ceing to give him one-third of the coral they should 
obtain; that he put two Moors on board their boats (one 
each) to assist them in procuring provisions, water, &c. and 
serve as safeguards : he said, the whole of the coral they 
then had was to be divided the next day, when they should 

I 

sell their share by public sale t<» the highest bidder, and I 
afterwards understood from Mr. Simpson, that the French 
Consul purchased it for twelve hundred dollars, and there 
were twelve fishermen to share the money. 

On the 29th of Januarjs I8I6, a small schooner being 
ready to sail for Gibraltar, I took my leave of Mr. Simpson 
and family, and proceeded on to the mole, in order to em- 
bark. This vessel had beeji hired by a certain .Tew, named 
Torrel, to carry his family across to Gibraltar, which, with 
two or three other families of European Jews, who would 
not conform to the dress in which all Jews in Moorish Bar- 
bary had been ordered to appear, nor pay the tribute lately 
levied on them by the Sultan, were ordered to depart forth- 
with from his dominions. These families came out of the 
gates of the city, in order to embark together, and proceeded 
with their baggage to the ruins of the old mole, to go off in 
the boat, it being low water : they ivcre accompanied by a 
c.onsiderable number of Jews and Jewesses. A few of the 
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latter, very decently dressed, wished to escort them to the 
boat, and tlierc to take ifich leave, &c. — but the Moorish 
captains of the port, Avithout ceremony, began to brush them 
back with big stalls they earrietl for the purpose : these 
staffs were about five feel in length, and one incli in diame- 
ter, and they applied them so 'unmercifully, and with such 
singular dexterity,* peculiar to the Moors, as to lay many 
decent-looking Jewish females, as well as males, prostrate 
upon the beach ; Avhen they renewed their blows, in order 
to raise them on their feet again, and drive them into the 
city-gate, like so many of the brute creation. 

At about 8 o’clock A. M. I got on board this vessel in 
company Avith Mr. John Simpson and his lady, Avho were on 
a return I'rom a visit to their parents, and after Avaiting nearly 
three hours for a letter which the Governor Avished to send 
to Gibraltar, avc set sail anti left the bay with a fair but light 
breeze. The scene of inhumanity and oppression I had just 
wilnessed, prompted me to thank my God again that 1 Avas 
not a Jew, and that I was once more free from a country 
inhabited by the Avorst of barbarians. 

Passing up the Strait, Avhich in one place is only eight 
miles broad, avc arrived safe in Gibraltar bay in tlie evening; 
but as Ave did not get up before the tOAvn until the gates of 
the garrison Averc closed, Ave Avere obliged to remain (forty in 
number) on board the vessel during the night. On the 30th 
we were visited very early by a boat from the health .office, 
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and permitted to land. I went on shore immediately, and 
iras received by my friend Sprague with demonstrations of 
unfeigned joy, and heartily welcomed to that portion of the 
civibijed world, and treated with all the attention that flows 
Irom the warmest friendship, and the tenderest commisera- 
tion. The American Consul was jdso attentive to me, and 
he had also j)aitl attention to the wants of my companions 
in distress, who had airived there Ifom Mogadore by sea a 
few days before me. An accpiaintanee told me that Mr. 
Sprague had received Mr. Willshire’s letter, inlbrming him 
t)l‘ my captivity, on one Monday morning at the moment of 
his return from Algeciras, a famous Spanish town on the 
opposite side of the bay, about ten miles from Gibraltar, 
where he generally spent the Sabbath ; that he opened the 
letter in the presence of, and read its contents to Mr. Henr}^ 
United States Consul, a Mr. Kennedy of Baltimore, and 
some other American gentlemen : that Mr. Jienry suggested 
that a subscription should be opened and sent up to all the 
Consuls in the Mediterranean, in order to raise money as 
soon as possible, and transmit it to Mogadore to l elease us ; 
that ISlr. Sprague made no answer whatever to this proposi- 
tion, but sent his trusty young man (Mr. Leach) out with 
orders to purchase two tloublc-barrelled guns, ndiile he has- 
tily wrote a tew lines to Mr. Willshire and myself, as lx;fore 
mentioned : that tliere was but one doublc-barreiUed fowling- 
piece to be procured in the garrison : this was bought at the 
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price of eighty dollars^ and taking it, together with his own, 
which was a very highly ^finished and favourite piece, he 
mounted liis liorse and proceeded as fast as possible to Al- 
geciras, carr}'ing the guns along with him ; from whence he 
immediately dispatched a courier to Tariffa with the guns 
and his letters, ordering them to be sent by an express-boat 
to Tangier, and to the care of Air. Simpson, to be again for- 
- warded by express to Alogadorc. Such disinterested good- 
ness, and such prompt and animated exertions to relieve a 
fcllow-crcaturc in distress, have seldom been recorded, and 
arc above ;U1 praise : they are examples of pure benevolence, 
that do honour, to human nature ; and ever honoured and 
beloved shall he be, who has the heart and the spirit to 
imitate them. 

Air. Sprague had alreaily jiaid the bills I had drawn on 
him in Alogadorc for my ransom, &c. and he now furnished 
me with provisions and stores, for my voyage home, I having 
detemiiued to go by the first vessel for the United Suites. — 
The ship Rapid of Is'cw-York, Captain Robert* Wilhams, 
being in readuiess to sail for that port, I embarked in her, 
accompanied by Air. Savage and Horace ; Clark and Bums 
having been previously accommodated on board the ship 
Rolla, Captain Brown, of Newbury-port, that was to pro- 
ceed to the United States by way of Cadiz. We set sail 
for our native country on the 2d of February, 1816‘, with a 
fair breeze, and on tlie 3d were safe without the Straits. 
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As Gibraltar has been so frequently mentioned in my 
narrative, a few descriptive obserVations respecting it may 
not be uninteresting to some of my readers. Gibraltar is 
situated at the entrance of the Mediterranean Sea, and is 
attached to the continent of Europe by a low and narrow 
neck of sandy land, which, as it lies neither in Spain nor 
Gibraltar, is called the neutral ground. The rock appears 
to me to have been originally an island, and the beach, or 
neutral ground, to have been formed by the heaving up of 
sand and gravel from the Mediterranean Sea on the one 
side, and from the bay of Gibraltar on the other. The rock 
is about tM'’o miles in length from north to south, and one 
mile in breadth from east to west. It rises from the south 
point in abrupt cliffs, one above another, for about half a 
mile, when it comes to its extreme height, wiiich is said by 
some to measure fourteen hundred feet, and by others, 
seventeen hundred feet from the surface of the water : the 
top extends, in uneven craggy points, for about one mile to 
the northward, when it breaks off in one sudden cliff, which 
is nearly perpendicular to the neutral ground, forming a face 
nearly as wide as the rock itself, and completely inaccessible. 
This rock forms probably the strongest fortress in Europe : 
it has been long in the hands of the English ; and is sur- 
mounted Avith batteries of heavy cannon in every direction, 
and is strongly walled in at every accessible point, so as to 
be considered impregnable. The western side of tlie rock. 
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near its base, is more flatted and less inaccessible ; here the 
town is built, which consiq(its of about two thousand stone 
houses, and is said now to contain thirty thousand inha- 
bitants, who may be said to compose a very heterogeneous 
mass : for, as it is a free port, where the vessels and subjects 
of all nations who arc at peace with England, enter with 
their goods, traffic and depart at pleasure, and are wholly 
free from governmental duties and impositions, people of 
all nations, tongues, and kindred, are thei'e to be found. 
The bay is very spacious, and is capable of containing a 
vast number of shipping, which may ride in safety, except 
in heavy galt‘,s from tlie, east or south. This fortress is held 
by the English government as a key, or rather a lock and 
key to the jMcditerrancan Sea, tlie door of which the Moors 
and Spaniards consider as their jiroperty. Its garrison is 
composed of native English troops, which, in time of war, 
ought to be seven thousand strong : it is commanded by a 
military governor, and is always under martial law. 1’hc 
British, with indefatigable industry and immense labour, 
have formcil roads up its steep western side, and constructed 
batteries, which are mounted with heavy artillery, on its very 
summit. Its eastern side is steep and inaccessible. In its 
northern side, next the neutral ground, but some hundred 
feet above it, excavations have been foimed in the massy 
rock, in which heavy artillery is placed, and pointed through 
port-holes penetrating the solid front : these batteries' com- 
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jiletely command the land side, and are of course bomb 
proof — ^they are called the uppsr and lower galleries, and 
are of great extent. Among its natural curiosities, St. 
Michael’s cave is the most remarkable: — this commences 
near the top of the rock, and no bottom to it has ever yet 
been found by the English, tliough it has been explored 
(such is the popular story) for many miles, and the Moors 
have a notion that it forms a passage under the strait to the 
coast of Morocco. Thousands of monkeys also inhabit the 
summit and recesses of this barren rock, but which in time 
of war is the emporium of the Mediterranean trade. 

After beating about for several days, near Cape St. Vincent, 
with heavy gales of wind from the westward, we steered to 
the southward into the latitude of Madeira, and 1 found that 
the reckonings of the officers on board were uj) fifty miles 
before we saw that island, though they had good opportu- 
nities to get meridian and other altitudes, which fuither con- 
firmed me in the opinions I had already formed respecting 
the Gulf-stream. After passing Madeira, we made the best 
of our way into the latitude of the constant trade-winds, 
say from 25 to 28°, and ran down as far as about the 
longitude of 70° : then steered northward, and arrived in 
New-York on the 20th of March, 1816, where I was re- 
ceived by my friends and fellow-citizens with demonstrations 
of joy and commiseration. 1 hastened to Middletown, 
Connecticut, to visit my family, whom I found in good 



CAPTiriTY IN THE GREAT HESERT. *587 

health. Our meeting was one of those that language is 
inadequate to describe. 1 spent oidy a week with them, 
our hearts beating in unison, and swelling with gratitude to 
God for his mercies; wdien what I owed to my friend 
Sprague, and the remainder oi’ my fellow-suttcrers, called 
me to the seat of government. On my arrival at Washing- 
ton, I was introduced by the Hon. Samuel W. Dana, 

• Senator in Congrqss, to the lion. James Monroe, Secretary 
of State, who received me in tlie most kind and feeling 
manner. The Administration paid from tlie Treasury my 
own and my crew’s ransom, thus far, amounting to one 
thousand 'eight hundred and Jifty^two dollars and forty~Jive 
cents, and assured me that provision should be immediately 
made to meet the amount that might be demanded for the 
remainder of the crew, should they ever be found alive. 
The Secretary, togetiier witli many distinguished members 
of both houses of Congress, advised me to publish a 
Narrative of my late disasters, which 1 have faithfully 
performed, and shall now close my labours with a few brief 
remarks. 

I have spent my days, thus far, amidst the bustle and 
anxieties incident to the life of a seaman and a merchant, 
and being now fully persuaded that the real wants of human 
nature arc very few, and easily satisfied, I shall henceforth 
remain, if it is God’s will, in my native country. I have 
been taught in the school of adversity to be contented with 
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inj lot, whatever future adversities J may have to encounter, 
and shall endeavour to cultivate'' the virtues of charity and 
universal benevolence. I have drunk deep of the bitter 
cup of sufferings and woe; have been dragged down to the 
lowest depths of human degradation and wretchedness ; my 
naked frame exposed without shelter to the scorching skies 
and chilling night winds of the Desert, enduring the most 
excruciating torments, and groaning, a wretched slave, under 
the stripes inflicted by the hands of barbarous monsters, 
bearing indeed the human form, but unfeeling, mertdless, 
and malignant as demons : yet when near exi)iring with my 
various and inexpressible sufferings; Avhen black despair 
had seized on my departing soul, amid the agonies of the 
most cruel of all deaths, 1 cried to the Omnipotent for 
mercy, and the outstretched hand of Providence snatched 
me from the jaws of destniction. Unerring "NVisdom and 
Goodness has since restored me to the comforts of civ ilized 
life, to the bosom of my family, and to the blessings of my 
native land, whose political and moral institutions arc in 
themselves the very best of any that prevail in the civilized 
portions of the globe, and ensure to her citizens the greatest 
share of personal liberty, protection, and happiness ; and 
yet, strange as it must appear to the philanthropist, my 
proud-spirited and free countrymen still hold a million of 
the human species in the most cruel bonds of slavery, who 
arc kept at hard labour and smaiting under the savage lash 
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of inhuman, mercenary drivers, and in many instances em 
during besides the miscriefe of hunger, thirst, imprisonment, 
cold, nakedness, and even tortures. This is no picture of 
the imagination : for the honour of human nature I wish its 
likeness were indeed no where to be found ; but 1 mysell' 
have witnessed such scenes in difierent parts of my own 
country, and the bare recollection now chills my blood with 
• horror. Adversity has taught me some noble lessons ; 1 
have now learned to look with compassion on my enslaved 
and opj)rcssed fellow creatures, and my future life shall be 
devoted to their cause: — I will exeit all my remaining 
faculties to redeem the enslaved, and to shiver in pieces the 
rod of oppression ; and 1 trust 1 shall be aided in that holy 
work by every good and every pious, free, and high-minded 
citizen in the community, and by the friends of mankind 
throughout the civilized world. 

'J’he present situation of the slaves in our country ought 
to attract an uncommon degree of commiseration, and 
might be essentially ameliorated without endangering the 
juiblic safely, or even causing the least injury to individual 
interest. 1 am far from being of r)pinion that they should 
all be emancipated immediately, and at once. 1 am aware 
that such a iiwuisure would not only prove ruinous to great 
numbers of my fellow citizens, who are at present slave 
holders, and to whom this sjiecies of property descended as 
an inheritance ; but that it would also turn loose upon the 
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face of a free and happy country, a race of men incapable 
of exercising die necessary occu^iations of civilized life, in 
such a manner as to ensure to themselves an honest and 
comfortable subsistence; yet it is my earnest desire that 
such a plan should be devised, founded on the finn basis 
and the eternal principles of justice and humanity, and 
developed and enforced by the general government, as will 
gradually, but not less effectually, wither and extirpate the 
accursed tree of slavery, that has been suffered to take such 
deep root in our otherwise liighly-favoured soil ; Avhile, at 
the same time, it shall put it out of the power of either the 
bond or the released slaves, or their posterity, ever to en- 
danger our present or future domestic peace or political 
tranquillity. 


END OF THE NARRATIVE. 
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Observations on the winds, currents, ^c. in some parts of the 
Atlantic Ocean, developing the causes of so many shipwrecks on 
the Western Coast of Africa: — a mode pointed out for-visiting 
. the famous city of Tombuctoo, on the river Niger, together with 
some original and official letters, 8gc. S^c. 

Being safely at sea on board a good ship, and on niy way to join 
my family, my mind was more tranquillized than it had before been 
since my redemption, and I turned my thoughts to the natural 
causes which had produced my late disaster. Upon taking a full 
view of the subject according to the best of my capacity, I felt con- 
vinced that not only my own vessel was djrivon on shore by a 
common current, but that most of the others that arc known to 
have been wrecked from time to time on the same coast, have been 
operated upon by the same natural causes. In order briefly to 
illustrate my position, I shall begin by stating, that to men who are 
conversant with maritime affairs, and particularly practical navi- 
gators, who have for a number of years traversed 4:he Atlantic 
ocean to Madeira and the Canary Islands, the West Indies, or Cape 
dc Verds; who have sailed along the African coast — from thence 
South-eastward towards the negro or guinea settlements, and to 
those who have been accustomed to navigate towards the continent 
of South America, sailing along the coast of Brazil, and between 
that coast and the West coast of Africa, and north of the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Equator, it is well known that when sailing 
Southwardly from Europe near the coast of Africa, and in fact 
nearly across the Northern Atlantic ocean, the trade-winds, as they 
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arc called, set in and jj^cncrally prevail, blowing from North to N. 
E. or East from alwut latitude 32. 1*1. on the African coast; — that 
farther westward, they only begin in the latitudes from 30. to 26. 
— in the last mentioned latitude near the coast of America, they 
generally blow from die N. E. to the parallel of 23. of North lati- 
tude, when they tuni more to the Eastward as you gain the offing 
from the African continent. The coast of Africa from Cape Spartel 
in latitude 34. 40, to Cape Blanco, in about latitude 33, trends about 
S. W. thence about S. S. W. to Santa Cruz de Bcrbcria, or Agader 
— the Southern and Westernmost port in the Empire of Morocco, 
in about the latitude 30. N. ami longitude 10. W. from London — it 
then turns abruptly off to the W. S. Westward to Cape Nun, and 
continues nearly the same course, about W. S. W. with little varia- 
tion to Cape Bojailor, about latitude 26. N. longitude 16 W. — 
The whole length of this coast the wind blows eitlier diagonally, 
or directly on shore perpetually — the reason of this 1 cake to be 
that the Empire of Morocco west of the Atlas ridge of mountains 
is very dry and very hot, having few rivers, and those very small, 
during the greatest part, of the year. There are no lakes of conse- 
quence, except one near Larescb, to cool the atmosphere, nor any 
showers of rain, except in winter, to refresh this thirsty earth. 
From Santa Cruz west through what was Ibrmerly the kingdom of 
Suse, it blows right on shore, from the same causes operating in a 
stronger degree, together with a variation in the trending of the 
coast and thence to Bojador, and along the coast of the Great 
Desert to the latitude of 17. North, and the trade-wind continues 
to haul round, and actually near tire land blows Eastward into the 
Gulph of Guinea. This Desert is scorched for about one half of 
the year by the rays of a vertical sun^ — here nature denies the re- 
freshing rains that fall in other regions; the smooth even surface 
strongly reflecting the rapid sun’s beams, while there are no trees 
or other objects to intercept the rays and prevent the most powerful 
accumulation of solar heat, which consequently becomes so exces- 
sive during the day-time that it scorches like fire, and the air you 
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breathe seems like the dry and suffocating vapour from glowing 
embers: here the wind ceases iifthe day-time, being literally con- 
sumed by the sun ; the whole surface thus becomes heated and 
baked in tlic day-time, and when the sun disappears from alx)ve the 
horizon, the cooling wind rushes on to the Desert from the ocean 
to restore the equilibrium of the atmosphere. 

The sea-breeze begins about six. o'clock in the evening, and 
continues to increase gradually all along this coast until four 
o’clock in the morning, at which period it has risen to a strong 
gale, so that vessels navigating near the land arc frequently forced 
to take in all their light sails by midnight, and to reef down snug 
before morning, when it begins to lull a little, and about mid-day 
becomes very moderate and sometimes quite calm. Every practical 
man knows that the winds drive a current before them on the 
bosom of the’ ocean as well as along its shores, that bec'omcs more 
or less strong in proportion as the gale is light or heav 5 % and of 
long or short duration. On this coast the current sets before the 
wind against the shove — it there meets with unconquerable resist- 
ance, and is turned southward : it is always felt from about Cape 
131anco, (lat. 33.) southward, and grows stronger and stronger 
until it passes Cape Bojador, because it is more and more com- 
] Messed— thence it strikes off, one part to the S. W. towards the 
Cape de Verd Islands, and the remainder keeps along the coast to 
Cape- dc Verd, whence it spreads itself towards the Equator, and 
some part follows tlic windings of the coast round the TJulph of 
Guinea. 

The S. E. trade-winds which blow almost continually from the 
latitude of 30. S. in the Atlantic Ocean to the Equator, and often 
to the 5th degree of northern latitude — these S. E. trades assist 
those from the N. E. in heaping up the water in the equatorial 
region, when both the N. E. and S. E. winds uniting, blow from 
the eastward, bearing the whole mass of water on this surface 
towards the American continent; it strikes that continent to the 
northward of Cape la Royue, between the parallels of 6 degrees 
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south latitude and the Equator, on the coast of Brazil, where the 
coast turns to the westward ; — bting much compressed, it runs 
strongly along this coast to tlie mouth of the mighty river Amazon, 
witli whose current it is united and borne down along the t;oast of 
Cayenne, Surinam, and Guyana, receiving in its way all the waters 
brought against thO|c coasts by the constant trade-winds from the 
East and N. E. and all the great rivers which How in from the 
southward, among which is the Oroiioko, one of the longest on 
the continent of South America, and that rolls, in the rainy season, 
an immense body of water to the ocean : I have ascended tliat 
river five humlrcd miles. The current runs so strong at times to- 
Avards the west along this Avhole line ol‘ coast, (which is mostl}' 
low land, ami has principally been made on the sea-bord by tbe 
alluvial qualities of the waters in the rivers brought down In 
freshes, which are then thick with mud, like tlu«se of the Alissi- 
sippi,) as to render it impossible for any vessel .to get to the wind- 
ward or eastward by beating against the wind. Its velocity has 
been known to exceed three miles an hour. This great current is 
driven westward along the coast between it and the West India 
Lslands, a great part of it entering the Gulph of Paria, south of 
the Island of Trinidad, where it receives and is strengthened by 
the waters of the western branch of the Oronoko River; — here 
the high land, that evidently joined this island to tire continent 
formerly, has been burst asunder, perhaps indeed assisted by an 
earthquake or some other convulsion of nature : there are here 
several passages for the current, I think four, (for I write entirely 
from memory,) through the same mountain, which is of an c(|ual 
height on the islands and on the continent, and the fragments of 
rocks which have been torn out and rolled away by this tremendous 
shock or current, leave no doubt in the minri of the beholder of 
the reality of such an event. The widest passage is not more than 
two miles over, the narrowest not more than (Hic-fourth of a mile : 
these passages are called by the Spaniards, who first explored and 
settled that part of the country, (as well as the Island of Tri- 
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nidad, i. e. Trinity,) Las Socas del Dragon, or The Dragon’s 
Mouths. This body of water fushes through these passages with 
such force, that it is next to impossible at times for a fast-sailing 
vessel to enter against the current, w'ith a strong trade-wind in her 
favour, and I have known many vessels bound to Trinidad, obliged 
to bear up and try for the Leeward Islands, an<l scarcely able to 
fetch Hispaniola or Jamaica. This, .with what passes northward of 
Trinidad, is pent in and forced against the Spanish coast of Terra 
Firma, following its windings round the Bay of Honduras to Cape 
Catoche : by the constant trade-winds which blow from the N. E. 
to East, they are then* driven through between that C'ape and Cape 
St. Antonio, or the western part of the Island of Cuba into the 
Gulf of Mexico. From the similarity in the appearance of Cape 
Catoche and Cape St. Antonio, the lowness of the land on both 
sides, the strait that divides them being only about sixty miles 
wide, and the fact'of soundings being found nearly or quite across 
the channel, it has been thought, and with every probability of 
truth in its favour, that the Island of Cuba was once attacheil to 
this point of the continent, and the waters heaped up by the fore- 
going causes in that great bay south of Cuba, at some remote 
])eriod broke over the low sandy land, tore it down, and formed for 
themseh'cs a free passage into the great Gulf of Mexico. 

The circumstance of the Island of Cuba stretching nearly cast 
and Avest about seven hundred miles in length, and in many places 
veiy’ high, with the well-known fact of the powerful currents 
already mentioned setting in upon the coast south and west of it, 
and the constant easterly winds that ])revail on its southern side, 
leaves very little room to doubt that these strong trade-winds, 
opposing the passage of the current up tlie south side of that once 
vast peninsula, have raised them to such a pitch that they have 
formed a channel for themselves. This immense mass of water, 
thus forced into the Bav of Mexico, runs to the N. W. to its 
northern border, and strikes that shore a few leagues west of the 
Alissisippi river’s mouth — thence taking a circular direction" round 
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south towards Vera Cruz and along the south coast of the gulf, 
seems to lose itself iieiir where iC entered at Cape Catoche. In 
sailing in the Gulf of Mexico, you meet with whirlpools and very 
strong currents in every part of it, sometimes setting one way, and 
sometimes another: the gulf being of a circular form, there is no 
certainty in the currents. During the summer months it is visited 
by the most dreadful squalls, of thunder and lightning, and by 
water-spouts that have often destroyed vessels. Storms or hurri- 
canes arc also very frequent, and calms of a month or two often 
occur: here that astonishing body of water is joined by that of all 
the rivers that empty into the gulf, particularly those borne down 
by that father of rivers, the Missi.sippi; — thus accumulated and 
become much higher in the Bay of Mexico than in any other part 
of the Atlantic Ocean, it forces its way eastward between Cape 
Florida and the northern side of the Island of (mba, until meeting 
the great bank of Bahama in its front, with its numerous kc}'s and 
rocks, it is turned northwardly along the coast of Florida. Its 
velocity there in the narrowc.st part, where it is only about forty 
miles' M'ide, has been ascertained (and, indeed, I have known it 
myself) to exceed five miles an hour at some particular seasons. 
After leaving this narrow passage, it keeps its course northwardly, 
spreading a little as it proceeds, until it strikes soundings oil' Savan- 
nah and Charleston- -the coast then narrows in its western edge 
again until it approaches Cape Ilatteras, where the stream is not 
more than fifty miles broad, and frequently runs with almost as 
great rapidity as between the Bahama Bank and Florida shore. 
From Cape Ilatteras its course is N. E. to the shoals off Nantucket 
Island and George’s Bank, where its velocity is about two miles an 
hour; these obstructions give it a more easterly direction, until it 
strikes the Great Bank of Newfoundland in the latitude of 42. N. 
or thereabouts: here it meets with the rcsistanee of the bank, and 
is turned by it to the K. S. E. There is in this part of the ocean a 
current which perpetually sets from the northward, south-east- 
wardly along the east coast of Newfoundland; it is this current 
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which hriiiffs from the coast of Labrador and Hudson’s Straits the 
islands of ice that are so often met with by ships on and about the 
Grand Newfoundland Bank in the first part of the summer, and 
which have proved fatal to so many ships and their crews: the ap- 
pearance of these islands proves beyond a possibility of doubt the ex- 
istence of that current, which pressing upon, is joined to that of the 
Gulf Stream, and the whole sets away together towards the Azores, 
or Western Islands, ^^t the rate of from one to two and a half miles 
an hour:--rthis current is felt by all vessels bound from the United 
. States to the Western Islands and Madeira, or the Canaries, that 
sSil in the parallels of the Azores, which all those vessels bound to 
Madeira, the Canaries, or the coast of Spain and Portugal, and the 
IMcditcrranean Sea, generally do. Those vessels that make the 
Western Islands when hound to Europe generall}’ feel it until they 
lose sight of those Islands; when in standing away for the northern 
or central ports of Europe they feel it no moic, and it has there- 
fore generally been thought to lose itself near the Azores in the 
ocean. I’liis is a mistake — for it continues its course for the coast 
of Africa, making no account of the island of Madeira, though the 
most of it passes northward of that island in a .south-easterly direc- 
tion, .and strikes the Afric'an continent Irom Cape Blanco to the 
latitude of 29° North. AV'hen it comes near this coast, it is again 
contractcfl as it feels the ctfects of the trade-winds near the coast, 
an<l rushes forward at times with great velocity against the coast 
between Cape Blanco ami the island of Lanzarote, the northern 
and easternmost of the Canary Islands, being attracted, as it were, 
by the vacuum occasioned by the trade-winds and currents which 
ha\ e been before noticed, and which have in a measure drained the 
waters from the coast, and die continuation of the Gulf Stream 
increasing in velocity, restores the w’aters nearly to their foimer 
level, which still are kept rolling along before the wind, against 
and along the coast towards the Equator, and arc again driven liy 
the same causes to the coast of America into the Gulf of Mexico, 
and back again, in what is usually termed the Gulf Stream to tiie 
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coasts of West and South Barbary, making their continual round. 
Ships bound from Europe, say England, France, Holland, &c. to 
the West Indies, the Cape de Verd Islands, the coast of Guinea, 
Brazil, or India voyages, or to the west coast of America, generally 
steer southward along the coast of Portugal, until they cross the 
mouth of the straits of Gibraltar, where, if they meet with southerly 
winds, they are drawn towards- the coast of Africa by a small in- 
draught setting towards the strait, where a current always runs in ; 
for the waters of the rivers which einjity into the Mediterranean 
Sea are not sufficient to supply the loss from evaporations remlered 
necessary in order to moisten, in some measure, the parched earth 
and sand on its southern border, and to cool the heated atmospheie, 
and support by dews the scanty vegetation on the coast, during the 
greater part of the year, where no rain falls except a little in win- 
ter; so that the surface of the Mediterranean Sea is' always lower 
than that of the adjoining Atlantic. The same causes, \'iz. great 
evaporations, tend also to reduce the quantity of water in the open 
ocean near the U'^est coast of Africta, and particularly that part bor- 
dering on the Desert, where very little oi- no rain ever falls, and the 
smooth surface of which, baked almost as hard .is stone by the heat 
of a vertical sun, is iluring the night in some degree refreshed by 
the strong winds and vapours which come from the sea, as ladorc 
noticctl. These reasons, together with the facts ivliicli I have 
before stated, demonstrate to my understanding, satisfactorily, that 
in the offing all along this coast, the water must incline towards it, 
contrary to any general principle of currents; and this is proved, if 
any doubt did exist, by the vast number of vessels that have from 
time to time been wrecked on these wild and inhospitable shores, 
generally ne.ir Caj)c Nun, and from thence to Cape llojador, and as 
far south as Cape de Verd. Ships from Europe bound round the 
southern Capes of Africa and America, generally stop at Madeira 
or Teneriffe for refieshments, and arc not unfrequcntly obliged to 
run for Madeira after they get in its latitude, and their reckoning 
by account is up one, and sometimes two degrees westward before 
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they find that island ; when, had they kept on the courses which 
they would naturally have steered to reach Tcncriftc, they would 
have been sucked or drawn in by the currents lictwcen Lanzarotc 
and Cape Cantin, and driven ashore near Cape Nun before they 
could suspect they had reached the latitude of that island, and in 
the firm belief that they were near the longitude of TenerifFc, and 
C(»nsequently tw'o hundred and fifty miles from the coast where 
they in fact arc, and where no human effort can save them from 
either perishing in the sea, or becoming slaves to the Bereberies, 
Moors, or Arabs, who inhabit this eountiy\ Most merchant vessels 
steer courses that ought to carry them w'ithin sight of the Canary 
Islands when bound to the Southward, or from the Strait of 
(iibraltar; they generally experience a southerly current after 
passing the latitude of ('ape Blanco, and have a fair wind when 
near the co’asf, W'ith thick hazy weather, so that they cannot get 
an altitude ol'the sun: this is a sure sign they arc in the S. K. cur- 
rent, over wliich hangs a vapour similar to that ohserx ed over the 
Gulf Siieam near the Anieriean Continent, and when these por- 
tending signs occur they should stand directly off W. N. W. or 
N. IV. until they reach the longitude of IVIadcira, and never pass 
tlic latitude of Tcneriffe or Palma, without seeing one of them. 
Near these Islantls the atmosphere is more clear, and they can be 
seen from sixty to one hundred miles distant in clear weather. I 
am particular in advising those ship-mastei’s who arc bound that 
way, by all means to make the Island of Madeira: it* takes them 
but little out of their route, and from thence they will be sure of 
making Teneriffe or Palma, in steering the regular courses, when 
by due precaution against indraughts southward of those islands, 
they avoid the dangers of this terrible coast, and the dreadful suf- 
ferings or deaths wdiich await all that are so unfortunate as to be 
wrecked on them : I have learned from a long expcricnec in tratling 
and navigating from Puiopc as xvcll as America, to the Madeira 
and Canary Islands, to the coast of Brazil and South America in 
general, thence northward across the southern Atlantic, all along 
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the Coast of Guyana and Terra Firma, from the river Amazon 
to the Bay of Honduras, through tTie passages between Trinidad 
and the Main, Cape Catoche and the Island of Cuba — in the Gulf of 
Mexico, and in the Missisippi River, to Cuba; — through the Gulf 
Stream backwards and Ibi wards — along the coasts of Florida to and 
from different jjorts in the United States, thence to and from all the 
West India Islands, and to and from almost every part of Europe, 
and I can assert, without fear of contradiction from any practical 
man, that the particular currents I have here mentioned <lo in reality 
exist in all those parts of the ocean. I have endeavoured to find out 
their causes, and now give the reader those I juilgc to be the correct 
ones — I presume no man ever took more pains to examine and 
ascertain the facts on which this theory is founded; having tried the 
currents whenever I had an opportunity, in different parts of the 
Atlantic, and very few men have had better opportunities: how tar 
I have succeeded, must hereafter be determined. 

When I took my departure from Cape Spartel bound to the Cajje 
de Verd Islands on my last voyage, I steered W. N. W. by com- 
pass, until that Cape bore E. S. E. ilistant ten or twelve leagues, to 
give the coast a good birth; then I shaped my course W. S. W. 
and took care to have the vessel always steered a little westward of 
her course — she was a very fast sailer, and steered extremely easy, 
and what little she did vary from her course was to the westward : 
we had a constant fair wind, and generally a good breeze, and 
W'ere only three days northward of the Canary Islands. I had 
frequently tried the compasses on the outward bound passage, and 
found them to be correct, their variation being no more than is 
generally calculated, i. c. nearly two points about the straits of 
Gibraltar; I therefore made all the allowance I could suppose 
necessary, and my courses steered ought to have carried my vessel 
to the westward of Teneriffc; but I was near the coast, ami the in- 
draught so strong, setting at the rate of at least two miles an hour 
E. S. E. or two and a half S. E. that my vessel was carried by it 
out of her course in three days nearly two hundred miles directly 
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cast broad-side towards Africa, and she must have entered the pas- 
sage between Lanzarote and Fu^rtaventura (the easternmost of the 
Canaries) and the coast of Africa, and so far from the Islands, that 
we could not discover them, though the Island of Fuertaventura is 
very high. The current here ran more to the south, sweeping my 
vessel along with great rapidity towards Cape Nun and the coast — 
but my course being so far westward, I was carried by the help of 
the current, which is turned by the coast to S. W. near to the pitch 
of Cape Bojador, before I could suppose it was possible tJiat wc 
were near it. 

• Of the great number of vessels wrecked on this part of the coast, 
very few get as far down; almost all go on shore near Cape Nun, 
and before they believe themselves in the latitude of Lanzarote, 
being drawn in by this fatal current and indraught, when they 
think they arc, far to the westward, and are many times on the 
look-out for Teneriffe. The weather is always extremely thick 
and foggy along this coast within the vortex of this current. If 
the crews of vessels, even in the day-time, discover land to leeward, 
westward of Santa Cruz dc Berheria, as it trends in some places 
nearly east and west, having alwaj\s a strong wind, swell, and 
current, right on shore, and a tremendous sea rolling on, it is next 
to impossible for the fastest sailer to escape total destruction by 
lunning on shore, where the crew must either miserably perish in 
the sea, starve to death after landing, be massacred by, or become 
slaves to the ferocious inhabitants, the most savage race of men, 
perhaps, to be found in the universe. These barbarians know and 
obey no law but their own will; their avarice alone sometimes 
prompts them to save the lives of their fellow mortals when in the 
deepest distress, in the hope of gaining by the sale, the labour, or 
the future ransom of their captives, whom they say God has placed 
in their hands as a reward for some of their virtues or good actions; 
and it is a sacred duty they owe to themselves, as well as to the 
Supreme Being, to make the most they can by them. Not less than 
six American vessels are known to have been lost on this part of 

4 II 
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tlie coast since the year 1800, besides numbers of English, French, 
Spanish, Portugueze, &c. which are also known to have been 
wrecked there, and no doubt many other vessels that never have 
been heard from — but it is only Americans and Englishmen that 
are ever heard from after the first news of the shipwreck. The 
French, Spanish, J^ortugueze, and Italian governments, it is said, 
seldom ransom their unfortunate shipwrecked subjects, and they arc 
thus doomed to perpetual slavery and misery — no friendly hand is 
ever stretched forth to relieve their distresses and to heal their 
bleeding wounds, nor any voice of humanity to soothe" their bitter 
pangs, till worn out with sufferings not to be described by mortal 
man, tliey resign their souls to the God who gave them, and launch 
into the eternal world with pleasure, as death is the only relief 
from their sufferings. 

I cannot omit to inform my readers, that on the. 1st of Junuaiy, 
1816, when in Mogadore, I went in comjiany with Mr. Willshirc, to 
pay a complimentary visit to Don Estevan Leonardi, an old man, a 
Genoese by birth, who had lived a long time in Mogadore — he has, 
I was informed, fc.xerciscd the functions of French Vicc-('ottsul 
there for a number of years — be received us with the compliments 
of the season congratulated me coldly on my redemption from 
slavery; inquired some particulars, &c. &c. after which, and when 
we had refreshed ourselves with a glass of wine, he told me, that 
“ about the years 1810, 11, he received a long letter from Suse, 
brought to him by an Arab, written by a Frenchman: this stated 
that the writer and another Frenchman, Avhom he named, had 
escaped from a prison in Teneriffe a few weeks previously, where 
they had been long confined as jn isoners of war; that they stole an 
open boat in the night, and set sail in the hope of escaping from 
the Spaniards, who had treated them with great harshness and 
cruelty ; that they steered to the eastward, expecting to land on the 
coast of Alorocco, where they trusted they might regain their 
liberty, and get home through the aid of the French Consuls; that 
they made the coast of Suse, and landed a few leagues below Santa 
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Cruz or Agader, after great sufferings and hardships, where they 
were seized on as slaves, and stripped naked ; and the letter con- 
cluded by begging of him to ransom them, and thus save the lives of 
two unfortunate men, who must otherwise soon perish, See, See . — 
but, said Leonardi, I had no orders from the Consul-General to 
expend money on account of his government, and accordingly 
persuaded the Arab who brouglit the letter to stop with me a few 
days — his price was 4wo hundred dollars for the two, and he was 
their sole proprietor. In the mean time 1 sent oft' a Courier express 
•to Tangier, I'or ordegi from the Consul-General, who returned at 
the end of thirty-five days, with leave to pay one hundred dollars a 
man for them, but no other expenses. The Arab stayed fifteen 
days with me, ami tlien returned home in disgust; he coidd not 
believe J wo/dd ransom them, as I did not do it immediately, but 
when my i^xpress returned from Tangier, giving me leave to buy 
them, 1 sent a Jew down w'ith the money to pay their ransom, but 
when he came to their master, he w^ould not sell them at his former 
])ricc, for he said he had found them to be mechanics, and demanded 
tlirec liiindred dollars for the two, or one hundred and fifty dollars 
each. The Jew said, he saw the men; they were naked, hard at 
work,- and appeared to be much exhausted, very miserable, and 
dejected: — he might have bought one for one hundred and fifty 
dollar^, hut w^ould not, as he had no orders to do so. AVJien the 
Jew was about to return, their master told him if lie went aw^iy 
w ithout the men, and the Consul w^aiitcd them, he must pay four 
hundred dollars for them : — now on the Jew's arrival at Mogadorc 
with this news, (continued Leonardi,) I sent off' another express to 
Tangier, who brought back leave to pay the four hundred clollars, at 
the same time cautioning me not to make any further expenses on 
their account. I sent dowm the lour hundred dollars to Susc again, 
and ordered the messenger to buy one, if he could not get both; 
hut their master said, he had been played with and deceived until 
that time; that if I wanted them, I must pay hundred dollars^ 
and tliat he w ould then escort them uj> to Swearah, and be answx'r- 
, 4 u 2 
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able for their safety until they arriycd there, but he would uot take 
the four hundred dollars, nor would he separate them; and so the 
messenger returned without them. The negotiation had already 
taken up nearly a year. I have expended (said he) almut two 
hundred dollars that I shall never get again, aud 1 suppose the men 
are dead, as I have not heard from them since.” This, if not in the 
precise words, was the substance of what he said, aud I could 
scarcely suppress the indignation I felt at .this recital, nor avoid 
contrasting the behaviour of this man with that of my noble friend 
Willshire. This old man is veiy rich ; has np family but himself,, 
and is one of the most zealous Christians, in profession at least, in 
Barbary; but a sordid wretch, who never knew the pleasure arising 
from the consciousness of having done a good deed. 

While 1 remained at Mogadore, a schooner arrived there, as I 
have before observed, from Gibraltar: she was a Genoese vessel, 
but sailed under Irnglish colours, as the King of Sardinia was at 
war with all the Barbary powers, or at least they were at war with 
him:— the captain, officers, and crew, were Genoese and Spaniards. 
She had been more than twenty days on her passage from Gibraltar, 
having been cairied by the current down the coast below Santa 
Cruz or Agadcr. The captain told me, he must inevitably have 
gone ashore near Cape Nun, had not God in his mercy favoured 
him with a south wind, out of the usual course of nature, on that 
coast, when he was close to the land: he had been beating for three 
days against the trade-wind, nearing the coast every day, and could 
not fetch off either way, though his vessel was a fast sailer, and 
only in ballast trim. He arrived at Mogadore about the 1st of 
December, after the wind had been blowing strong, with some rain 
from the south, for four days: it is only in December aud January 
that these winds occur, and always bring a storm with them, cither 
of wind or rain: this schooner was the vessel in which my second 
mate and three men went round from Mogadore to Gibraltar. 

As the geography of that part of Africa lying in the equatorial 
regions eastward of that extensive ridge of mountains which borders 
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its western coast from the latitude 18 . N. to the Congo River, and 
westward of the mountains of the Moon in which the Nile has its 
sources, has excited much speculation and interest in the learned 
world, (though it does not come strictly within my province,) I 
will, nevertheless, make a few brief observations on the practicability 
of exploring those hitherto unknown countries, in the hope that 
they may hereafter be useful. And first, it is my decided opinion 
that no European or tjivilized armed force, however large or well 
appointed, ■ can ever penetrate far into the interior of these wiUl 
•atid dismal recesses by land, cither from the shores of the Atlantic 
ocean, or the Mediterranean Sea; because an army on such an 
expedition would not only have to encounter powerful hosts of 
savage enemies at every turn, and undergo the severest privations, 
fatigues, ainl hardships, but would besides have to encounter the 
raging heat of this scorching climate, surpassing any thing they 
may ever have experienced, and the pestilential tlisordcrs incident 
thereto : — these circumstances taken together, could scarcely fail 
to produce its total annihilation in a short period, and thus frustrate 
the boldest aiul best planned military attempt. — Individual bravery, 
enterprise, skill ami prmlcncc, in the ordinary way, by travelling 
unpifrtected, are also, in my opinion, entirely unequal to the task, 
and such enterprises must, I think, always prove abortive. Some- 
thing might, perhaps, be done by black travellers, natives of that 
country, tutored expressly for that purpose, and sent, off singly 
from different stations ami on different routes ; but owing to their 
confined education and particular train of ideas, nothing very 
valuable could be expected from their rcscarchc.s. Steam-boats 
strongly built, and of a suitable construction, well armed and 
appointed, might ascend the river Congo, (which I am induced 
from many considerations to believe is the outlet of the river Niger,) 
and traffic up that river, making important discoveries ; but the 
whole of their officers, as well as all the men emplo3'cd on board 
them, should first be enured to such climates, and be persons ac- 
customed to fatigues, privations, hardships, and sufferings; and, 
J 
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above all, should be guided by the greatest degree of humau 
prudence. A plain and very simple method for visiting Tombuctoo 
in safety and returning again, might be pointed out by either the 
American or English Consuls residing at Tangier, Algiers, Tunis, 
or Tripoli : — to accomplish this journey, tlic traveller, after being 
duly qualified, has only to become a slave by his own consent, and 
a secret understanding with his hired master; being bargained 
away by the Consul to one of the principal ‘■merchants trading to 
that city in the yearly caravans, and who might be induced to enter 
into the project for an ample remuneration. 

I have been induced to publish the following letters, because they 
relate to, and throw some light on the subject of' my late disaster, 
&c. and contain some information respecting that part of my crew 
who were left in slavery on the Great Desert. William Porter was 
redeemed by my invaluable friend, Mr. Willshire, and arrived in 
Mogadore, October 18th, 1816: — he landed in Boston on the 1 1th 
of December following, from the brig Adriano of Duxbury, Captain 
R. Motley, direct from Mogadore, and is now with me in New York. 

These are private and friendly letters, and were never intended 
for publication by their respective writers. I must relj’, therefore, 
on their good-will and friendship to e.xcusc me for the liberty 1 
take in giving them to the public. 


Mogadore, March 10, 1816. 

Mv DEAll SIR AND UROTUER, 

The perusal of your several favours of the Slist and 23d of 
January, from Tangier, and 1st and 2d Eebruarv, from (iibraltar, 
afforded, and will continue to produce as long as the sun enlightens 
my day.s, a serenity of mind, an inexpressible something that I 
have never before felt; a kind of thrilling pleasure unmixed with 
the usual bitter draught generally attendant on the occurrences of 
mortals in this world. In rescuing you from the hands of the 
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Arabs, I have raised up a friend, and I am more than doubly repaid 
for my exertions (a common act due from one fellow Christian to 
another) by the kind and overwhelming expressions of gratitude 
contained in your letters, and the prayers of a good man for my 
future welfare; a reward above all price. Your letters will always 
he dear to me, as written by the friend of my heart, and jireserv'cd 
among my family letters. 

Our friend, Mr. Simpson, informs me you sailed on the 2<l ult. 
in the ship Rapid, f»r New York — may the Ruler of the waves 
befriend her, and give her a safe and quick voyage, and grant to 
.you a happy mecting.with your family and friends. 

On the 30th .Tanuary I received news of an English vessel being 
wrecked •an C^ape Nun; the crew and passengers consist of tw’cnty- 
one. In conse(|uence of the orders of Mr. Green, and the merchants 
being callctl.iq) to Morocco wdth their annual presents, 1 went on 
the part oi’ the Christians, and for the purpose of making an 
a])plication to his Imperial Majesty. I succeeded in obtaining his 
Majesty’s letter to the governor of Tarudant, with orders to 
purchase them ; it unfortunately happens, that between him and 
Sidi Ishem, (the Moor who has eighteen of them in his possession,) 
there exists a mortal hatred, and I am now fearful that Sidi Ishem, 
.sooaei' than sell the Christians at any price, will destroy them, or 
immediately march them into the Desert; or at least three or four 
months will elu|)se before they are redeemed; when had I orders 
to pay the ransom money, (say three thousand five hundred dollars,) 
I could bring them all up in eight or ten days. 

I am obliged to close this without adding .several subjects I 
wished to dilate upon, in consetjuence of Mr. O’Sullivan’s being 
reatly to go on board, and intends to sail this afternoon. 

I remain with sentiments of the greatest esteem, &c. 

’IVILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 

P. S. On re-perusing what I have written, I discover I have 
omitted to mention any thing respecting the remainder of your 
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crew — I have not heard from Sidi Hamet since you left this place, 
nor have I received the least information respecting them : I trust in 
God soon to hear of them, when I will give you the earliest infor- 
mation of the same. — Rais bel Cossirn, Nahory, Bel Mooden, &c. 
all beg their remembrances. Yours, &c. 

W. W. 


Mogadere, April 14, 1816. 

Mv DEAR SIR, 

I had the satisfaction on the 10th ult. by a .vessel bound to New. 
York, to write you a few lines, covering a Vocabulary of the 
Arabic language, and under the charge of Mr. O’Sullivan. I foi- 
warded the feathers given to you by Sidi Hamet, to which I took 
the liberty of adding six others, and which I hope will arrive safe, 
and meet you in the midst of your family, enjoying health, liberty, 
and content. 

Knowing the very great interest you have to hear of the release, 
or a probability of the redemption of your remaining friends and 
companions in distress, it is to me a source of the truest pleasure 
to be able now to inform you, that four of your crew are now 
supposed to be near Widnoon. Two days ago I received Si' scrap 
of paper, signed William Porter, dated from the same place ; but 
as he can scarcely write his name, I obtained no information from 
him ; nor does he inform me of any but himself being there ; — it 
is through the medium of travellers from those parts, that I learn 
three persons calling themselves Americans are in the neighbour- 
hood of Widnoon. I have forwartled orders down to purchase 
them if possible at one hundred dollars per man, or a few dollars 
more ; the only step I could pursue, as no sum is mentioned. I .shall 
obtain an answer in twelve or fifteen days, when I shall be able to 
form an opinion of the probable cost, and when it is likely they 
will obtain their liberty. I wrote a consolatory letter to Porter, 
assuring him of my best exertions being used in his behalf. 
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The afllair of the British brig Surprise, whicli I iuforinctl you of 
in my last, that is, as it respects the redemption of the crew, is 
now involved in a mass of difficulties ; the amount demanded for 
eighteen persons being upwards of seven thousand dollars. This 
sum the Governor of Tarudant is not inclined to pay for them, 
until he receives the instructions from his Imperial Majesty, who I 
am certain will not agree to pay so exorbitant a price; ami the 
eft'ect will be, his Majfst}' will countermaml the orders given, and 
they must eventually be redeemed by British funds. Ilis Excel- 
lency the Governor acknowledges it is not in his power to obtain 
them by force, as they are not within the jurisdiction of the Empe- 
ror. Thejirst cost to their present owner was four thousand seven 
hundred dollars; on wliich amount he demands fifty percent, profit. 
I’hey might now have been on their way to England, if the busi- 
ness had not been taken out of my hands by his Majesty and the 
orrlers of the Cons'ul-Gcneral, as the owner of them offered them 
to me at the first cost, say four thousand five hundred dollars, and 
tvould have been contented to receive for his trouble a double-bar- 
relled gun, and a little tea and sugar. The business being in the 
bands of the Mugizene, (merchants,) natives of Su.se, is fontcy bezef, 
(IkuI enough.) It is now inipos.siblc to determine what length of 
time the captivity of those unfortunate men may be e.xtended to. 
These circumstances will, I hope, be suflicient to demonstrate the 
truth of.my opinion, so often expressed on this subject. 

I .shall feel greatly obliged by your communications on the suc- 
cess of your application to your government on the subject of your 
own captivity, and of the future fixiting on which the redemption 
of American citizens in slavery in this country is to be established. 

I am eagerly and anxiously expecting to hear, I trust, of your safe 
arrival amongst your friends and countrymen, as the interest I feel 
for )'Our future welfare and prosperity will always be near my 
heart. I cannot enjoy the smiles of fortune (if they are ever so 
kind as to attend me in 1113^ passage through this life) withput I 
know in\' friend is blessed with them also. 

4 I 
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1 beg to inform you, in the hope you may feel an inducement to 
visit this country, not only as a probable source of profit, but from 
a wish of again inhaling the breezes where you first found yourself 
at liberty, both in body and mind, that our market is again im- 
proving, &c. 

With best respects to your friends and acquaintances, and in 
particular to Mr. Savage, I subscribe myself, with sinccrest regard 
and friendship, ^ 

Your very obedient scri ant, 

WILLIAM WILLSHIRK. 

• « 

Captain James Riley. 


Tangier, 27th ylpril, 1816. 
Sin, ' ^ 

I have not earlier acknowlcdpjcd the receipt of your faxoiir, 
dated Gibraltar, 1st February, desirous of being able to give } on 
some . satisfactory intelligence regarding the men whom circum- 
stances compelled you to separate from on the JJesert. LJnlil 
yesterday, not any tidings of them liad reached me. — Mr. Willshirc, 
in Ills letter of the liltli tliis month, advises me he had received 
from Widiioon a note written by M'illiam Porter, but such as did 
not alford any information respecting his fellow suflerers, as the 
poor man seems to be but an indilferent scribe. Mr. M'illshire 
ailds, — “ It however affords me the sincercst pleasure to acquaint 
you, that by intelligence from Moorish acijuaintanccs, 1 liave 
received news that there are three others in that neighbourhood.” 

Mr. A\'illshirc had already taken the necessary measures lor tlic 
rctlemption of the four — had he known the names of the three he 
would have mentioned them. In a few days I may expect to 
receive further intelligence, at the return of an express 1 sent to 
that gentleman on the 3d instant. I must, in the mean time, tell 
you, that I very much dread we shall have difficulties to encounter, 
in regard to the rate of redemption, because of the unguarded 
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(though, it must be admitted, very natural) conduct of the passen- 
gers who were on board the Glasgow brig, in making great j)ro- 
mises, in the view of accelerating their emancipation. These, and 
five seamen, had already unfortunately fallen into the hands of Sidi 
Ishem ; he was endeavouring to obtain possession of the remainder, 
and had demanded of the Governor of Tarudaiit better than seven 
thousand dollars for tlic seventccfi persons. Should he not be 
authorized by the Em[)eror to pay this sum, I am persua«led the 
owners of the brig will do it, rather than allow their relations to 
continue in tlic deplouable situation you so well know. It matters 
not from what source this villanous demand may be satisfied ; the 
event wil4a)pcratc for a time against the liberation of (Miristians in 
similar situations at the usual rates. It grieves me to think that 
we run the* risk of being made early partakers of that more than 
probable eonsetpieuce, so much to be deplored. 

ISIy family arc thankful for your remembrances, and cnchargc 
me to assure you of their good wishes. 

I am, with regard, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

JAMES SIMPSON. 

Captain James Riley. 


Mogadore, May 18l6. 


My dkar Sir, 

I had the ])lcasure on the 14th ult. of informing you of four men 
ot the crew of tlie late brig Commerce being near Widnoon. I 
luivc since received a letter from William Porter, who acquainted 
me of Archibald Robbins being one of them ; the names of the 
others he does not allude to, nor that they are in the vicinity — it is 
very unfortunate that he scarcely knows how to write, and I can 
hardly make out his letters. 

I am sincerely sorry to observe, that Porter mentions two men 
to have unfortunately died, and who have gone to “ that bourne 

4 1 ^ 
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from whence no traveller returns^;” but whom, when, and where. 
he docs not state. I am still inclined to believe, that the four 1 
first mentioned, are in the neighbourhood of Widnoon, as I have 
received several letters from those parts, in all of which four Ame- 
ricans are stated to be in that vicinity. As the above circum- 
stances, if made public, will oidy be the cause of regret to the 
friends in general of those unfortunate men, I consider it advisable 
not to make the .same known at present, nnfil 1 can transmit the 
names of those two unfortunate men, who have been released from 
the troubles and miseries of this world, I trust for a better state of 
existence. I expect shortly to hear from my friend in Su'se, 
respecting the sum demanded for the ransom of Porter an^ .Robbins, 
and the other two, if they arc still living. I assure you that in all 
my communications respecting the English crew in captivity, 1 
always cull the attention of my friends to their liberation, and 
I trust shortly to hear something favourable In regard to their 
release. 

This letter I have the pleasure to forward you, per the ship 
Wanderer, of Middletofwn, Captain Daniel Hubbard, from whom, 
being your townsman, I have received the sincerest satisfaction, by 
hearing mention made of my friend, in terms the most flattering, 
and grateful to my heart ; and this has been a further cause of con- 
gratulation to myself; and I am thankful that under the care of an 
all-ruling Providence, I was the njcans of rescuing from the hands 
of barbarians, a fellow-Christian and a friend. The English crew 
have been upwards of four months in captivity. 1 have used every 
exertion for their retlemption in my power, but they have proved 
unavailing, from the want of that j)rompt anti decisive assistance 
which 1 should have afforded, had not the funds in my possession 
been under the restriction of first making on their behalf an appli- 
cation to his Imperial Majesty of Morocco. The Governor of 
Tarudant refuses to pay their ransom, say 6 to 7000 dollars, and he 
appears to throw obstacles in my way, not being willing to pay the 
money, or allow me to do it. 
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I beg, my dear friend, to reiterate my good wishes foryour future 
welfare, under the blessing of Divine Providence, and remain 
unalterably, my dear Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 
WILLIAM WILLSIIIRE. 

Captain James Riley. 


Tangier, May 27, 1816'. 

Dear Sir, 

• # 

’ ThiSjday month I had the satisfaction of writing to you in 
dupIiGi^c, by way of Gibraltar and Cadiz. 

• Yestenlay I received a letter from Mr. Willshire, dated 1 2th of 
this month, informing me he hail received a .second note from 
Porter, but without any further intelligence of his former coinpa-- 
nions, save the unhappy circumstance of two of them having paid 
the debt of nature — unfortunately he does not mention when, 
where, or even their names. 


Mr. Willshire has received a confirmation of there being four, 
including Porter, of the crew of the Commerce, in the district of 
Widnoon ; which, as he states, arc in fact all that remain. 

It docs not appear whether it be your former master that has 
/brought the men to Widnoon, or not, but I should suppose it is, 

• arid that he docs not fulfil his promise to you, as Mr. Willshire ac- 
quainted me, one hundred and fifty dollars ransom was demanded 
for each. This I have instantly determined to pay, and set the 
unfortunate men at liberty, persuaded government will approve of 
my not writing for instructions, at the imminent risk of the 
people's lives. 

The crew of the Glasgow brig were still with Sidi Ishem. 
After many delays started on the part of the Governor of 7 arudant, 
Mr. Willshire, on the pressing invitation of the Messrs. Placks, has 
taken upon himself to pay the ransom, and had sent down five 
thousand dollars in part, in full confidence the people would be 
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sent him. I am persuaded their random and expenses will exceed 
your’s in proportion to numbers. 

Consul Green’s application to the Emperor has occasioned them 
full three months prolongation of their misery. I have for many 
years experienced the uncertainty of that mode. However pure 
his Majesty’s intentions, his servants’ dread of expending monies 
of the Treasury, but for ostensible purposes, will thwart them. 

I am, dear Sir, , 

Your most obedient Servant,. 

JAMES SIMPSON. 

Captain James Riley. .> 

P. S. Mr. Willshire mentions that Archibald Robbins is one of 
the three he has heard of, besides Porter. 


Mogadore, Wth June, 1816. 

Mv DEAR AND ESTEEMED FRIEND, 

These few line.s I forward by the schooner Rebecca, David 
Eaton master, bound for Boston, on which I have loaded 220 bales 
goat skins. 

I am expecting the four men, formerly part of your crew, up 
from Widnoon, in aljout twenty days. I am not acquainted with 
their names, except those of William Porter and Archibald Robbins. 
On the 8th inst. I had the pleasure to effect the release of the cap- 
tain, passengers, and crew, seventeen in number, of tlic British 
brig Surprise, wrecked on the coast of Suse, the 28th December 
last, when bound from Glasgow to Jamaica. The ransom money 
paid was Jive thousand dollars, and with expenses of prc.scnts, 
&c. &c. I calculate will amount ultimately to more than seven 
thousand ilolUrs. 

I am anxiously expecting to hear of your safe arrival, as that 
will afford me the greatest satisfaction. 
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I remain, in great haste, but witli,the greatest esteem, my dear 
friend, 


Vour very obedient servant, 

WILLIAM WILLSHIRE. 


Captain James Rilei/. 


Department of State, June, 1816. 

Dr, All Sir, 

lave just received a letter from Mr. Simpson, Consul at 
Tangier^lated 10th of May, in which he says Mr. Willshirc had 
wr|tten to him on the l.'lth of April, that he had received a note 
from “ VViti iaim Porter.” one of your crew, written ut Widnoon,' 
and information J&om a Moor that three others of your crew had 
got to the same place. Mr. Willshire knew not how they had been 
enabled to get there, or whether they had or had not changed 
masters. lie liad taken measures to convey information to W id- 
noon that he would ransom these men. It is therefore to be hoped 
that they will be ultimately restored to their country and their 
families ; more particularly, as instructions have been sent to 
Mr. Simpson, authorizing him to pay what may be necessary to 
Accomplish that object. As I have supposed that this information 
would be satisfactory to you and the fiicnds of the persons to 
whom it relates, I have hastened to communicate it to you. 

With great respect, 

I am, dear Sir, 

Y our most obedient Servant, 

JOHN GRAHAM. 

Captain James Riley. 

Note — Mr. John Graham, the writer of the above, is Chief 
Clerk in the Department of State, Washington City. 
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Tangier, July, 1816. 


Dear Sir, 

Yesterday I received by way of Gibraltar and TarifFa your 
favour of the 28th of April. — Since my last to you of the 27th of 
May, forwarded in duplicate under care of Messrs. Hall and Co. o£ 
Cadiz, I have not received any further certain intelligence of your 
people, save that Mr. Willshire says in his last, of the 27th of June, 
Porter’s master had not answered a letter, in which he invited him 
to bring the man to Mogadore. 

I availed myself of the earliest opportunity of sending Mr. Will- 
shire eight hundred dollars, and authorized him to pay in the C')untrj^ 
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars each, for the ranj^ni of 
Porter, and the three others he had heard of. He has acknow- 
le/lged the receipt of this money, and I am persuaded yogi will be- 
lieve he will have lost no time in employing it for tb'* good purpose 
it was intended. ' ■ 

On the ] 1th inst. 1 received the authority which the Honourable 
the Secretary of State informetl you would be handed to me, re- 
specting the redemption of citizen.s of the United States, from the 
cruel bondage that Christians experience whilst in the power of 
the Arabs. It is extremely satisfactory to me, that I had in a great 
degree anticipated those orders in the directions given Mr. Will- 
shire : however, I have sent an express with further instructions,-^ 
in order to expedite the good w'ork the most in my power. 

I am infinitely obliged by your kind offers of service, and will 
certaiidy avail myself thereof, but being pressed foi time to-day, 
and anxious to send this by return of the boat, must beg your in- 
dulgence for further particulars until my next. 

His Imperial Majesty, Muley Solimau, arrived here on Monday ; 
hitherto we do not know W'hat stay he may make. 

1 remain, with great regard. 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


JAMES SIMPSON. 


Captain James Riley. 
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Mogadore, October 9,9th, 1816. 

My VERY DEAR FRIEND, 

I have had the extreme pleasure to receive your esteemed letter 
of the 27th of April, (the others you allude to have never come to 
hand,) and the interesting account of your meeting with your 
family and friends, produced in ray breast sensations of the most 
pleasing nature, such as words cannot fully describe. The interest 
I take in your welfare makes every circumstance of importance ; 
let me request, of you not to allow an opportunity to pass without 
writing to me. I cannot find words to express the sensations I feel 
when I come to»that passage of your letter where you inform me 
youngest son, by the general request of Mrs. Riley, your 
f^Jly and friemls, has been named William Willshire — the com- 
^pHment thus paid to my family I shall always consider as one of 
'sthe most honourable circumstances I can ever experience in. my 
life. I fcuGtt not what to say. May your son grow up into 
hood, adomem^ith every virtue, and may the choicest blessings of 
an all ruling Providence be particularly extended to him in this 
life, and continued through a never ending eternity. 

I have now to ae(]uaint you that I redeemed William Porter on 
tne 27th ultimo,) redemption money, one hundred and sixty-three 
aollars,) and yesterday I agreed for the ransom of Archibald 
Robbins. If nothing extraordinary intervenes, I expect he will 
arrive here in about sixteen days from this time. I have also 
news of two men who I think must be a part of your crew, being 
in the vicinity of Widnoon — their names I do not know, but I 
have sent a courier to. them to bring up information, and if pos- 
sible, to obtain their hand-writing. I have also heard of another 
man being a considerable way dawn on the Desert, and I have 
ordered my agent in Suse to send a Moor to purchase him if pos- 
sible. I have the greatest pleasure to acquaint you, that at last I 
am not tied down to a few dollars, more or less, as Mr. Simpson 
has limited me only to the average price which was paid for your- 
self and companions. 

4 K 
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I beg you will excuse my not wanting more fully by this occa- 
sion, which is that of the brig*Adrii^o, Captain Richard Motley, 
bound 'k Boston. William Porter takes his passage in the vessel. 
This letter will be forwarded on to New-York, and also a Moorish 
bridle, as you requested. 1 do trust you will not hesitate to com- 
mand me at all times without reserve, in these parts, as it will 
afibrd me the greatest pleasure to execute your wishes, and I ex- 
pect it from the friendship existing* between us. I intend shortly 
to write you a long letter on the manners and customs of this 
country, with a more* particular account of the stations for the 
caravans in crossing the Desert of Sahara to Tombuctoo, than is at 
present extant. ‘ 

I remain, with every good wish and prayers for your prosp..'rity, 
most unfeighedly and truly, 

My dearest Friend, 

Your well wisher, 

WILLIAM WiLLSHIRE. 

X!aptain Janies Riley. 

I have no time to re-peruse what I have written. — Adieu. 


mris. 


Lmimii iP4i|PMl^C.Ro«rMlh,B«U-|ard,TtppMv. 







